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What Did You
Think of the Band?
e recently got engaged and are preparing for our wedding. We're
Wthinking of hiring Sameach Tesamach as our band. But we want to
know what style of music they play and if their sound and energy are
what we are looking for.
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Can we call people who have used them for a reference if that might cause
them to say something negative—or do we personally have to go to a wedding to
see them perform?

—Binyomin and Rochel

NO, instead of asking anyone for a reference,

A
Wh atvs th e Ps a k ? go check them out for yourselves.
o B

Yes, you can call past customers—it’s to’eles.

halachah?

C  You may only call references that Sameach Tesamach gives you.

How to Be an Informed Consumer

If you ask people who used Sameach Tesamach for their opinion without telling them why
you are asking, and they give a negative report, this is loshon hora and you would be guilty of
causing them to sin. But asking for information about a potential hire is considered a to’eles

The because it helps you make a better decision and can save you from a loss. Even in that case,
the conditions of to’eles require that we first try to find a way to get the information without
causing loshon hora to be spoken.!

. How far do you have to go to find out the information without involving others? The
The halachah is B. halachah is that you don’t have to make an extraordinary effort.2 Therefore, you can call
Yes. people who have used Sameach Tesamach. Also, calling might be more useful because just
Revienadby seeing the band doesn’t tell you if they're easy to work with. When asking others for their

Rabbi Moshe Mordechai Lowy opinions, you must make sure to explain why you're asking and to only ask for specific

information.?
Be aware! When discussing shmiras
haloshon issues, using personal examples
may lead to unintended loshon hora. Rav Pam, zt"/, advised great caution when presenting halachic scenarios to the public, as each situation is unique. This shailah is
Keep it general to keep it kosher. for discussion only; actual halachic decisions should be made by a rav or halachic expert on a case-by-case basis.
The Shmiras Haloshon Shailah Hotline: 718-951-3696 2-3PM / 9-10:30 PM
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See the
good
heart
ofaYid

Heard from
Rabbi Yaakov
Cohen,

hen Eli Price passed away,
hundreds of people poured
into the home to comfort

his family. One was a man named
Isaac, who was the principal of a
school in a nearby
town. He had come
to tell the family a
story:

to confess, because | knew that if

| went to the principal again, I'd be
expelled from school. After 30 long
seconds, a boy
named Eli, who
was a star student,
stood up and
walked out of the
room with hi
head down.
He had no reason to help
me, but he did it anyway.

He Jumped In

and Saved
a Boy’s Life

“When | was in
middle school, | was
a troublemaker;” he
said. “l was always being sent to the
principal’s office. One day, | was bored
in class, and | threw an aluminum

foil ball at the teacher. The teacher
held up the ball and said, ‘I want the
student who threw this to please
stand up and leave the room. | will
not continue class until that student
leaves.

“Eli saved my life.
Through that selfless
act, he showed me
how much he cared
about my dignity.
From that moment

on, | took my life more
seriously. With a lot of
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work, | stopped being a troublemaker.

“When | heard that Eli passed away, |
had to come here to tell you that any
impact I've made as a Jewish educator
is all due to Eli's compassion.”
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