When the Purim Seudah is on Friday

Purim Meal on Friday

When Purim falls on Friday, and in walled cities — on Shabbos, the halachos are different from a
regular year.

The Rama (Orech Chayim 695:2) writes that when Purim falls on a Friday, the seudah
must take place in the morning before midday. Sefer Haminhagim (Tirnau, Purim) explains
that eating the Purim seudah after midday on Friday will detract from the honor of Shabbos.
Even one who is able eat two meals will not be eating the second with too much enthusiasm.
Therefore, one should ensure the Purim seudah is eaten early enough to allow him to develop
an appetite for the Shabbos meal in the evening.

The Mishna Brura (ibid, 10) writes that I’chatchila the seudah should take place in the
morning. However, if noontime passed and the seudah has not yet been eaten, one can rely
upon the Maharil’s opinion (56) that meals can be eaten on Fridays until the end of the 9th hour
of the day (a time known as Mincha Ketana — the halfway point between noon and sundown).
The Mishna Brura quotes the Yad Efraim (ibid) saying that before the 10th hour it is preferrable
to wash and eat bread, rather than fulfilling the obligation of the Purim seudah with other foods.

If the 10th hour has passed, the Shulchan Aruch (Orech Chayim 249:2) and Mishna Brura
(footnotes 13-14) write that in extenuating circumstances it is permitted to eat a Purim seudah of
the same amount he would have eaten at that time on a weekday, since it is a Seudas Mitzva.
One should nevertheless be careful not to eat or drink too much so as not to ruin his appetite for
the Shabbos night meal. An egg-size slice of bread and an olive-size piece of meat will suffice in
this case.

Purim Seudah — Kiddush — Shabbos Meal

The Beis Yosef (695) quotes from the Orchos Chayim two possible times for the Purim seudah
when Purim falls on Friday — one possibility is eating the seudah on Friday morning as
mentioned above. Another option is eating the seudah close to Shabbos, and then when
Shabbos comes — spreading a tablecloth in honor of Shabbos, reciting Kiddush, and continuing
the meal. This results in one long meal beginning on Purim and continuing onto Shabbos. (This
option is mentioned in the Meiri [Kesubos 7b] as the custom in his locale.) The Rama writes
(Darkei Moshe) that our custom is only to eat the seudah on Friday morning. This seems
to follow the ruling of the Maharil (chapter 56, Leket Yosher p. 156:4). Although it is
permitted, we don’t usually follow the practice of eating one long meal.

Nevertheless,wherever this custom is accepted, one can rely on it. However where it is not
accepted, if one was unable to eat in the morning, he should eat a small amount of bread, meat



and wine for the Purim seudah, leaving ample appetite for the Shabbos meal. Then, on Friday
night, he should recite Kiddush and eat a regular Shabbos meal.

Practical Halacha: What We Do

The seudah must take place before midday, preferably in the morning. =



