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Directly from Hashem
(R',2) :'N? NYKR 1390 NWPNN? WAT221IRW772 12 ynn NN N7 'N7 121p0R WK NNIRnT72

The Netziv explains that W1xXw, leavened bread is prohibited from being brought on the Mizbei’ach, and only matzah is
allowed. Why? Because Matzah comes directly from flour and water, with minimal human input. Chameitz however, is a
process with added human intervention. The Bais Hamikdosh represents Hashgachas Hashem on the highest level, and we
are supposed to minimize our level of hishtadlus as much as possible. Therefore, only matzah, not chameitz, may be brought
on the Mizbei’ach.

The Netziv (Shemos 13:3) adds that this is the reason why we are not allowed to eat chameitz on Pesach as well. The Yom
Tov of Pesach represents the tremendous Hashgacha Pratis we experienced during yetzias Mitzrayim, and the way we
commemorate that is by eating only matzah and not chameitz, to show that we are minimizing our hishtadlus and receiving
sustenance directly from Hashem. Even in Eretz Yisroel, when Klal Yisroel had left the hanhagah of hashgachah that they
had experienced by Yetzias Mitzrayim and during the forty years in the Midbar and seemed to be existing through
hishtadlus, there is still one week during the year where we go back to that level of Hashgachah. On Pesach, we act as if
we are back in the Midbar or in the Bais Hamikdosh, where we exist directly through hashgachah Elyonah.

Who is at Fault?
(3,7) MxRN? 'N7 DN 1P 12 KD WK INKYN 7Y 1PDI DY) NDWKY KON D'WRD (220 DR
The Torah describes the cheit of a Kohen Hamoshich as being bun nnwix?, what does that mean?

The Meshech Chochmah explains that when a Kohen Gadol, who is looked at as a demus for the Klal does a cheit, even if
it’s 2aI1w2, it can lead to bun NnWN. The tzibbur looks up to him, and when he errs, it can cause them to follow in his ways
and may even influence them to do the aveirah T'tna. Therefore, the Torah commands the Kohen Gadol to bring his korban
himself, so less people will find out about it and it won’t cause bun NnWK.

Additionally, explains the Meshech Chochmah, the unfortunate reality is that people tend to be critical of gedolei Yisrael
and when they see that the Kohen Gadol sinned, even a1wa2, they will begin to gossip and spread rumors that it was on
purpose. This is a terrible chillul Hashem and therefore, the blood of the korban is shpritzed on 'O MLP NaMN NINp. the
Torah alludes to the ketoras to symbolize that just as the ketores were mechaper on lashon hara, so too, when the Kohen
Gadol does a cheit there needs to be kaparah for the gossip that is said about him.

We may add another pshat. The Bais Halevi writes (Parshas Noach and Derush 14) that there are times when a Rav does
an aveirah and the tzibbur looks down at him. But the truth is, it’s their fault as well. Whenever a person does aveiros it
creates a contagious hashpa’ah which can influence others to sin as well. It was only because the tzibbur was involved in
cheit that the Rav was influenced as well. According to this we can explain the pasuk that when a Kohn Gadol does a cheit,
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we need to look at the tzibbur and see what is the bun NnnwK that created such a negative hashpa’ah that even caused the
Kohen Gadol to fall.

According to Your Means

N227 D2V N1 RY 7Y DWIR? NIRRDY N0 NIND MY KON WK DR NIN KD NI Y7 iX DN MW7 T D N77DR|
(r',N) :NID NNBND 12

By a TI'l n71V |1, not everyone brings the same level korban. An 1'wy brings a par, a poor person brings nai' 112 I DN, and
someone who is very poor brings a minchah. The Chofetz Chaim derives from here a lesson regarding all areas of avodas
Hashem. For example, when it comes to tzedakah, a regular person can give a decent donation, but someone who has more
cannot excuse himself with that amount, he has to make sure that he is giving a1'wy |20 - on his level, according to his
capabilities. The same applies to limud haTorah. Someone who is busy working all day and doesn’t know how to learn so
well, can suffice with dalus, or dalei dalus, with even just n'au1 nnw ynw NXMp. But someone who is a talmid chacham
and has time to learn has to make sure to learn on the level of an 1'wy.

The Vilna Gaon writes that Tefillah with kavanah corresponds to a nnna |21, while a Tefillah without kavanah is like a |20
nnan. While a person can technically be yotzei tefillah without kavanah (aside for certain places), it’s still a minchas ani.
Someone who is an ashir and is capable of davening a tefillas ashir, with full kavanah, is obligated to do so.
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Matzah the Healing Food

Rav Tzvi Kintzlicher zt”l, the rav of Seben, Romania (and later he lived in Yerushalayim) had severe stomach pains. He
traveled to the medical center in Klausenberg, and was diagnosed with a severe stomach illness, lo aleinu. The doctors
wanted to operate immediately, but Rav Kintzlicher requested that he be home for the Seder, and afterwards would return
to the hospital. The doctors told him that he should eat light foods only, such as eggs, milk, and fruits, but certainly not
matzah. Reb Kintzlicher followed these directions, but at the Seder he decided that he would eat matzah soaked in milk.
While eating the matzah he felt something happen to his stomach. When he finished the matzah on the second night of
Pesach, he didn’t have any pain at all. After Pesach, he spoke with his community, and told them that this may be the last
time that he was with them, because he was very ill, and didn’t know his future.

He returned to the doctors in Klausenberg, and after checking him, they said in astonishment, “Which doctor did you go
to?” He was totally healed. It was a miracle. He told the doctors, “I ate the matzah, the NNIIONT 921 , healing food, and |
was healed.”

Barrels of Beer on the Riverbank

Rav Kopel of Likova, the zaide of the Chozeh of Lublin, earned a living by purchasing barrels of vodka and beer from the
local distillers and selling his wares to the taverns in and around his native village of Likova. It was not an easy life, with the
heavy taxes exerted by the government and the hostile environment facing a Jew in 18th-century Europe. Yet his faith and
optimism never faltered.

Each year, on the morning before Pesach, Reb Kopel would sell his chametz to one of his gentile neighbors. In payment for
the goy’s services, Reb Kopel would usually give the goy a bottle of vodka.

One year, one of the goyim in Likova came up with a novel idea: what if they all refused to buy the Jew's vodka? In that
case he would have to get rid of it. Why suffice with a bottle or two when they could have it all?

When Rav Kopel knocked on a neighbor's door on the morning of erev Pesach, his neighbor politely declined to conduct
the familiar transaction. Puzzled, he tried another cottage further down the road. It did not take long for him to realize the
trap that his non-Jewish neighbors had laid for him. The deadline for getting rid of chametz — an hour before chatzos —
was quickly approaching. There was no time to travel to the next village to find a non-Jewish purchaser.

Rav Kopel did not hesitate for a minute. Quickly he emptied the wooden shack behind his house that served as his
warehouse. Loading his barrels of chametz on his wagon, he headed down to the river. As his neighbors watched gleefully
from a distance, he set them on the river bank. In a loud voice he announced: "I hereby renounce any claim | have on this
property! | proclaim these barrels ownerless, free for the talking for all!" He then rode back home to prepare for Pesach.

That night, Reb Kopel sat down to the Seder with a joyous heart. When he recited from his haggadah, "Why do we eat this
matzah? Because the dough of our fathers did not have time to become chametz before Hashem revealed Himself to them
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and redeemed them," he savored the taste of each word in his mouth. All his capital had been invested in those barrels of
vodka and beer; indeed, much of it had been bought on credit. He was now penniless, and the future held only the prospect
of many years of crushing debt. But his heart was light; he had not a drop of chametz in his possession! For once in his life,
he had been given the opportunity to truly demonstrate his love and loyalty to Hashem. He had removed all chametz from
his possession, as Hashem had commanded him. Of course, he had fulfilled many mitzvos in his lifetime, but never at such
a cost — none as precious — as this one!

The eight days of Pesach passed for Reb Kopel in a state of ecstatic joy. Then the Yom Tov was over, and it was time to return
to the real world. With thoughtful steps he headed to his warehouse to look through his papers and try to devise some
plan to start his business anew. Clustered in the doorway he found a group of extremely disappointed goyim.

"Hey, Kopel!" one of them called, "I thought you were supposed to get rid of your vodka. What's the point of announcing
that it's 'free for the taking for all' if you put those watchdogs there to guard it!"

They all began speaking at once, so it took a while for Kopel to learn the details. For the entire duration of the chag, night
and day round the clock, the barrels and casks on the riverbank were ringed by a pack of ferocious dogs who allowed no
one to approach. Reb Kopel rode to the riverbank. There the barrels stood, untouched.

But he made no move to load them on his wagon. "If | take them back," he said to himself, "how will | ever know that | had
indeed fully and sincerely relinquished my ownership over them before Pesach? How could | ever be sure that | had truly
fulfilled the mitzvah of removing chametz from my possession? No! | won't give up my mitzvah, or even allow the slightest
shadow of a doubt to fall over it!"

One by one, he rolled the barrels down the riverbank until they stood at the very brink of the water. He pulled out the stops
in their spigots and waited until every last drop of vodka and beer had merged with the river. Only then did he head back
home.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com. Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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The Saraph of Brisk
Rav Yehoshua Leib Diskin zt”| (1818 - 1898)

Yahrtzeit N2 v"2

Continued from last week...

Rav Yehoshua Leib refused to accept any free service. Mr. Moshe Grosbard often ate at Rav Yehoshua Leib’s table. He once
found the Rav standing alone in the kitchen, boiling water. Rav Moshe took the kettle from him, set it on the flame and made
him a glass of tea. Rav Yehoshua Leib would not accept this service “free.” He rose to his feet and blessed him with long life.
His Rebbitzen once paid a porter who delivered a large package to their home. When the Rav saw the dimensions of the
package, he calculated that the porter should have received a higher fee. He sent a messenger out late that same night with
some coins to pay the porter his rightful earnings. Reb Moshe Jules, who served as the druggist/doctor in Yerushalayim,
devotedly treated Rav Yehoshua Leib when he was ill. When Reb Moshe persistently refused to accept payment for his
treatments and drugs, Rav Yehoshua Leib insisted on ‘paying’ him by at least personally serving him a glass of tea each time
he came to his home. When in his advanced age the Rav required more frequent treatment, he found it necessary to raise
Reb Moshe’s “fee.” He offered to teach Reb Moshe anything he wished to know on any Torah-related subject.

Reb Moshe Jules once found Rav Yehoshua Leib lying in bed, his face suffused in a broad smile. As this was most rare, Reb
Moshe asked him for the cause of his merriment. Though he would not reveal it to any other person, he was under an
obligation to Reb Moshe, and this is what he said: “As | was lying here, | envisioned a meeting of rabbonim being held in my
home. They sat about discussing a passage in the Vilna Gaon’s commentary. | offered my view on the true meaning of the
Gaon’s words. As we were arguing back and forth, one of the men present rose and said, ‘The author is right here. Why don’t
we ask him directly?’ The Vilna Gaon clarified his explanation, which coincided exactly with what | had just said. At that
moment | rose, looked at him and beamed with pleasure. And that is how you found me.”

His talmidim held a eulogy for Rav Leib Chafetz. At the end of the gathering, after the crowd had dispersed, Rav Yehoshua
Leib paid the shammash a coin for the tefillah. He had heard the shammash recite the formula “...for the entire congregation
who pledge charity...” and had felt obligated to make good that pledge so as not to bring that gathering of Jews to task for
not having given tzedakah.
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Our Gedolim

His neshamah was exalted beyond his contemporaries, yet he was able to descend to the people, to attune himself to their

needs and bear their burdens and suffering. Numerous people would make their way to his humble dwelling seeking blessing
and guidance, and many would tell tales of miraculous succor. His contemporaries would say that from the manner of his
expression and from his choice of words, one knew whether the ill person would recover or not. Rav Yeshaya Cheshin’s wife
was stricken with a serious illness shortly after her marriage. The physicians concurred that she had no chance of recovery.
Her condition was so critical, that a prominent talmid chacham was called in to recite viduy with the dying woman. Rav Yeshaya
ran to Rav Yehoshua Leib and poured out the bitterness in his heart. The Rav reassured him, announcing emphatically, “She
will recover.” Rav Yeshaya did not accept this at face value. He asked whether it might not help as a segulah to arrange a
divorce (an accepted custom for such drastic situations). But Rav Yehoshua Leib refused to hear of it. He said, “I was your
matchmaker. Chas v’shalom that you divorce her. She will recover!” Three days later the woman was out of bed. She lived for
another fifty years

As young boy, Rav Blau, who later became famous as a leader of Agudas Yisroel, had free access to Rav Yehoshua Leib’s home.
Young Moshe followed the directive of his father, who told him, “Moishele, in your free time, while your friends are busy
playing and running, try to be close to the home of the tzaddik hador, the great man from Brisk. Perhaps you will be fortunate
enough to catch a glimpse of his saintly face. Perhaps you will even be worthy of serving him as a messenger for some service.
That will be your merit for immediate entry to olam habah.”

A young child became soill that the doctors despaired of his recovery. A relative went to Rav Yehoshua Leib to ask him to daven
for the child. He calmly replied that the boy would recover. The relative was not convinced and asked if they should add a
name. Rav Yehoshua Leib repeated, “I said that he would recover, so why bother?” Sure enough, the child recovered. The
tzaddik, Rav Tzvi Michel Shapira’s ten children passed away during infancy in rapid succession. He begged Rav Yehoshua Leib
to daven for him. He did so and Rav Tzvi Michel was soon blessed with a son who survived and grew to become the holy Rav
Ben Zion Shapira. On another occasion, a father came crying to Rav Yehoshua Leib as his daughter developed a life-threatening
affliction in her feet. The doctors said there was no choice but to amputate the legs. Rav Yehoshua Leib advised against it; the
girl recovered completely...and there were numerous similar incidents.

In Lomza, he was once visited by a poor girl who served as a maid in the homes of wealthy Jews. She was emaciated, as
everything she ate tasted like tallow fat and was repugnant to her. The doctors could not cure her strange affliction. Rav
Yehoshua Leib understood that this was no mere physical ailment. He asked her when she had begun feeling this way. She
recalled how she had once worked for a rich but miserly Jew. A treif tallow candle once fell into a pot of food. Her master told
her not to reveal the incident to anyone. The girl had remained silent while the entire family ate from the forbidden dish. From
that time on, she now realized, everything she ate tasted of tallow. Rav Yehoshua Leib told her, “You have been punished
enough. You need not suffer any longer for Hashem has forgiven you. Everything will be alright.” And she was indeed cured.

Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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Stabbos spivaiion €/

RPN NVIY

1. What x> in this week’s nw19 is reminiscent of Noan in.

2. List eight completely different types of M327p. (For example 121 nxon now) *
3. Which 29 needs to be a 991 for some people and a nap for others?
4. Which 19y was not completely burnt?

5. Which two oY in this week’s nw19 are relevant nyn y12?

6. List two instances where 9w does not require nv>nw to be eaten. *

7. What two things in this week’s nw19 are 7YON to separate?
a. What three things were 7 ON to separate/rip in the yovn or by the
MND > ™H1A?

8. lIam the first of the 22,
| should have been first of the 'n 717,>
Instead | was made first of the ten,
| am found in this week’s w9 in an unusual fashion,
Who am I?

9. Although | wasn’t directly slighted,
| am part of the group who was slighted,
Therefore in this week’s nv19 | was given a moy,
Perhaps even greater than those of whom we were envious,
Even today when there is no N2, recognition to me is still given.
Who am I?

Need a hint?

! VIPR NN P 'Y

2 Oneis V91 in this week’s nw1o

* | should have been first in the NN




Answers

N NPN YYD XD DD 29PN GUN NN Yo

9192),9WY1 ,NDY ,DUN ,NRLN NN DM ,N9W. (The following were not included in the
list: TN and 90m because they are My, 19 Now because it is a form of nxovN, NTIN
because it is a form of ondv.)

A nnon for a regular Y8 is a Nap) but for a 7910 or a MWy it is a 7o1.
N NOW - its insides are thrown away.

YVONN N2 DT 921 29N DD

1) Anyipoya 2) A qwn nxon that had nip*on done to it.

1) The body of a bird that is brought as a y29p.
(V,N 97725 XY 19)92 1NN YOU)

2) Not to separate both 010 of a 91yn nxvN.
(N,1N 972> X2 199y 51010 WK NN PONY)

a. 1) The ywin from the Mmax 2) The neck of the oyn. 3) The poles of the yIN.

| am the first of the 22, - of the 'a '~

| should have been first of the ’n 434, - The N7 0 should have started with an /X. wym
Instead | was made first of the ten, - (W T0) MN2TH NIWY

| am found in this week’s Aw49 in an unusual fashion, - In a small size

Who am I? -An/N

Next week...

Last week’s Riddle:

| was the last of four, - brothers

then | was the last of two, - when two died

but | was first to receive a position of honor, - over the nmay of all the o»Y
Even so, it was the third that was given the greatest honor. - to be the 5y >

| am mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I? - AN

HRIV? 192 9 NRY — NNHY NRITY
V29 PIRG 12 IRY
LRVRNA 1IN N2 720V 7Y
;7Y APy’ 1T Na nY2 N2 Y7YY
91 1090 P9NHR 12 T Y
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com

Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mMMNY Nt 93°
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Pischei Parsha — Vayikra
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

Since children are tehorim (pure), and korbanos are tehorim, children begin learning Chumash with
Parshas Vayikra." Where is this hinted to in the beginning of Parshas Vayikra?

The letter alef in the end of the word “Vayikra” is written smaller than the other letters, indicating that for “The
little ones,” this should be the “alef’ (beginning) of their learning.?

We learn so much from the words of the Torah. What do we learn from the BLANK spaces?

When Hashem taught Moshe the Torah, He paused between sections to give Moshe a chance to contemplate
what he had just learned. This is expressed by the blank spaces between paragraphs. Certainly when WE
learn, we need time to absorb.?

“Adam, ki yakriv mikem...” — When we bring korbanos we should be like Adam HaRishon. How?
His korbanos weren't stolen: there was no one from whom to steal.*

Our korbanos must be temimim and mum-free.® Regarding those who brought inferior korbanos,
Malachi criticized, “Would you offer such a present to a human ruler?”® This halacha applies even
nowadays, and we must be careful about it when in shul. How so?

A candle which is made out of something repulsive may not be lit in shul”, and possibly not used for other
mitzvah purposes either®.

Sometimes we have to force ourselves to ignore a bad smell, to protect someone’s dignity. Where do
we learn this idea in Parshas Vayikra?

A poor person’s small, bird korban is burnt on the mizbeach with its wings and feathers, in order to enhance
the dignity of its arrangement and presentation — even though it creates a bad smell.®

A rich man’s big, animal korban, and a poor man’s small, bird korban, are equally pleasing to Hashem
when they are brought I’sheim Shamayim."® This idea is brought in Shulchan Aruch, as halacha
I’'maaseh, applicable daily — regarding what?

Good quality davening with kavana is better than adding extra davening without kavana.'

Usually, someone with big hands can grab more food than everyone else. How could a kohein with big
hands wind up with LESS food as a result of his hand-size?

When one brings a korban mincha, a kohein performs “kemitzah,” whereby he uses his 3 middle fingers to
scoop out some flour. The kohein burns that flour on the mizbeach, and the rest of the korban is eaten by the
Kohanim.'? Although a kemitzah-scoop must contain at least 2 k’zeisim of flour'3, its ultimate size would be
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determined by the size of the kohein’s scooping-hand*. Thus, a large-handed kohein would wind up with
LESS remaining mincha-flour to eat.

Who is the smartest person?

A lazy person. Even if very wise people demonstrate to him that he should do something, in HIS OPINION he
is smarter than them, and his laziness leads him to invent brilliant explanations for his inactivity.’® To help us
appreciate the danger of this middah, our korbanos are not allowed to contain “lazy,” slow rising chameitz.'®

We should eat healthy food that helps our bodies, and avoid eating “junk” food just for pleasure.
Where is this hinted to in Parshas Vayikra?
In order to teach us this concept, Hashem forbade us from bringing devash with our korbanos."”

There is a pasuk in Parshas Vayikra which has a total of 5 words: 3 of these words are spelled
identically, with the exact same 3 letters, but have different vowels, and as a result mean different
things. What is the pasuk, and what does each word mean?

“n7 nwx DX 8N DY - “It is a korban asham, brought as a result of a guilty thing which he guiltily did
regarding Hashem.”'8

Typically, a person can only bring one korban at a time. How can one bring all the korbanos at once?
If one is humble, the Torah considers it as if he brought all the korbanos.' If he were to bring a korban olah, it
would not earn him kaparah for aveiros which require a korban chatas. However, humility allows him to do
teshuva for all of his aveiros at once.?

When someone would bring a korban to the Beis HaMikdash, only a kohein was allowed to do the
actual avodah. But, there is a permissible way that even a regular Yisrael CAN “do the avodah.” How?
Nowadays, when we learn about korbanos, Hashem considers it as if we brought them. Therefore, we all have
a unique opportunity to “do the avodah” OURSELVES, by learning about it.?!

Our tefillos take the place of korbanos. In what ways does the manner in which we daven shemoneh
esrei parallel the halachos of bringing a korban?
We should have no distracted thoughts, just as such thoughts can disqualify a korban.
We should stand.
Our feet should be together, just as the Kohanim walked up the ramp of the mizbeach by taking very
small steps, with their legs together.
We should daven in a designated place, just as each korban had a specific place for its shechita and
the sprinkling of its blood.
There shouldn’t be anything separating between us and the wall, nor raising us off the floor??, just as
the kohanim had to stand direcly on the floor of the Bais HaMikdash, and touch the keilim directly,
without any separations.?3
We should have designated, respectful clothing for davening, just as the Kohanim wear bigdei
kehunah.?*
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JUST CURIOUS

Hashem often speaks to Moshe. Why, in the beginning of Sefer Vayikra, does Hashem CALL Moshe
before speaking to him?
e Hashem’s presence was in the mishkan, and Moshe was scared to go inside until he was called in.
e EVERY time Hashem spoke to Moshe, He first lovingly called him, “Moshe, Moshe,” and Moshe would
answer, “Hineini,” “I'm here.” It is mentioned here because this is the first time that Moshe was
addressed from the Ohel Moed, and it should be assumed going forward as well.

Hashem doesn’t have a body or physical senses. How could a korban create a “pleasing aroma” for
Him?
It “pleases” Hashem that He gave us a mitzvah, and we follow it.?®

The elements of a korban help us realize that committing an aveirah is a misuse of our bodies and
abilities: leaning on a korban highlights our misdirected actions; the viduy parallels speech; we burn
the innards, which represent our thoughts and desires; we offer the animal’s hands and legs, in place
of ours; we sprinkle the dam, which maintains life. When the Kohanim eat parts of a korban, how does
that help us do teshuva?

Our korban supports the teachers of Torah, who will daven for us.?’

Why don’t we bring korbanos from wild animals?
Hashem didn’t want us to have to hunt them.28

Birds fly all over, eating other people’s food. Before putting a bird korban on the mizbeach, we remove
its intestines which benefited from theft.?° Didn’t its whole body absorb this stolen food?

Regarding certain aveiros, one who violates them unintentionally brings a korban chatas. Why is he
punished for making a mistake? Don’t we all forget things?

We must internalize the Torah’s values to the point that we are unable to forget them. Until that point, they
remain external to us, and their observance is still subject to the enticements of the yetzer hara. When one
forgets about a mitzvah, he must bring a korban in order to inspire himself to fully adopt the attitudes of the
Torah.30

In the beginning of shacharis, we learn a perek of mishnayos from Seder Kodshim which begins,
“Eizehu mekoman,”3' and Hashem considers it as if we brought korbanos®?. There are 91 perakim in
Seder Kodshim. Of all of them, why was this perek chosen?

These mishnayos contain no machlokes, and are clearly defined halachos received by Moshe on Har Sinai.>?

Why did Ravina and Rav Ashi compile masechtos of Talmud Bavli on Seder Kodshim, but not Zeraim
or Taharos?

When we learn about korbanos, Hashem considers it as if we brought them, and the amoraim wanted Bnei
Yisrael to have access to this opportunity while in galus.3* A person should not neglect these topics, excusing
himself with the fact that they are not practically applicable today.®
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IN YOUR OPINION

Is it good to be satisfied by what you have already learned?

While one should always strive to learn more, this is more likely to happen when one IS satisfied with what he
has already achieved. One of the 48 middos needed in order to acquire Torah is beings “sameiach b’chelko”®
— happy with one’s portion — including regarding his accomplishments in learning®”. One who attempts to learn
too much at once becomes frustrated, and is likely to abandon his projects entirely, whereas one who takes
pleasure in what he already knows feels encouraged to learn more, slowly, until he amasses much Torah
knowledge.3® When Hashem taught Moshe, He did so piece by piece, with breaks between topics, so the
learning could be absorbed.*®

If | see someone who is devoted to Avodas Hashem, should | try to copy him?

One should, of course, strive to reach this person’s level of devotion. But, one should not necessarily immitate
his exact method of serving Hashem. Additives, such as leavening agents and devash, cannot be used to
introduce UNNATURAL tastes to a korban. On the other hand, salt, which draws out the already present,
NATURAL taste in food, MUST be brought with a korban. Likewise, we should identify our personal, unique
abilities, and channel them towards Avodas Hashem.*°

If a person has certain bad middos, it’s almost guaranteed that he will do aveiros. Can you think of any
examples?

The Torah lists situations wherein unique people bring a korban chatas: “If a Kohein Gadol does an aveirah...if
the Sanhedrin do an aveirah... WHEN a melech does an aveirah...”" In contrast to the first two cases, the
Torah takes for granted that a king will do aveiros, because he is very likely to fall prey to the middah of
gaavah (arrogance), which leads one down a path of chet.*?

Which is better — a very active leader, who occasionally makes mistakes, or a leader who avoids error
by avoiding projects altogether?
One brings a korban chatas to atone for an unintentional, sinful act; one brings a korban olah upon failure to

act when necessary. The pasuk stresses, “Asher Nasi yecheta,” “When the king does an aveirah,” indicating,

“Ashrel” (fortunate) is a generation whose leader brings a korban chatas for his aveiros*?, because such a
generation is led by someone who is active on their behalf, and thus makes inevitable errors of COMMISION;
they are much better off than a generation whose leader is generally inactive, and displays an attitude of
passive OMISSION.#4

Is it good to be jealous of someone else in areas of ruchniyus?

For certain aveiros, the cost of one’s korban chatas is determined by what he can afford. In such cases, a mid-
level poor person’s korban consists of a bird. Interestingly, he must bring an additional bird as a korban olah*®,
to gain kaparah in case he became inappropriately frustrated by his financial situation.*®¢ Hasn’'t he been poor
for a while already? Perhaps — but until now, it only affected his physical comfort, so he accepted his situation;
now that he feels limited in his ability to serve Hashem with korbanos, he becomes resentful. While kinah in
areas of ruchniyus can propel one to grow, this is limited to feelings of, “Why couldn’t | also push myself as
much as he did?” However, thinking, “Why didn’t Hashem give me more ability to serve Him?” is not
appropriate, for one is only expected to fulfill his OWN potential .4’
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Weekly A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
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Recap: Mendy was a ten-year-old boy who grew up in Russia during the times of the Cantonist decrees. To avoid being chapped,
his father, Reb Yosef Ber, sent him on his boat to Sanz for Pesach. After receiving nixn from the Sanzer Rav, Mendy felt compelled
to bring them home to his father. On the way home there was a storm. Mendy fell off the boat and blacked out. The empty boat
drifted back home. Reb Yosef Ber saw the empty boat and was convinced that Mendy had drowned. Seder night, the Russian
officers returned to Reb Yosef Ber’s house searching for Mendy. Out of grief, Reb Yosef Ber blurted out that he had sent Mendy
to Sanz and he drowned in the river. The officers arrested him for hiding Mendy. In jail, Yosef Ber met Reb Shmuel.

It was the first night of Pesach, and in a dingy Russian dungeon somewhere near Sanz, two ehrlicha Yidden, Reb Yosef Ber
and Reb Shmuel, sat down for a Pesach seder.’ They appreciated the great 0'D1 that the n%iv ¢ i1ia7 had done for them.
There were a hundred cells in that prison, and the 0%iv ¥ 1ia1 had brought them to the same cell so that they should be
N2iT to have their 170 together. Reb Yosef Ber had just arrived, but Reb Shmuel had been there for a long time already.
After finishing their 170, they began talking about what had brought them to prison, and Reb Shmuel told over his story.
He told Reb Yosef Ber that he was a very talented diamond cutter. One morning, he was sitting in his office working, and
the Poritz came by with an especially precious diamond. It was going to be a gift for the Czar, and he wanted Reb Shmuel
to prepare it for him. Reb Shmuel didn’t want anything to do with it. It was too much responsibility for him, but the Poritz
didn’t give him a choice. He knew how talented Reb Shmuel was, and he wanted to look good in the eyes of the Czar. “I
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won’t take no for an answer!” he snapped, “You are going to cut this diamond. I'll be back here in two days, and I'll pay

you handsomely for your efforts. Don’t worry so much!”

Reb Shmuel got right to work. By that night, the diamond was cut perfectly! He was very pleased. He got up to get his
coat. He was going to deliver the diamond right away. His wife, Malka, protested, “Doesn’t the X112 say that a person
shouldn’t travel at night alone, especially with a diamond like that?” Reb Shmuel didn’t think he could sleep at night with
the diamond in his house, so he brushed off his wife’s prudent concern, and spurred on his horse towards the Poritz’s
mansion. Suddenly, he noticed that he was being followed. The other rider quickly passed him and blocked the road,
forcing Reb Shmuel to stop. The one rider was quickly joined by others, and threatening Reb Shmuel with their swords,
they tied him to a tree, robbed him of the diamond, and rode away into the woods. Before long, Reb Shmuel’s rebbetzin
came with some neighbors. They rescued Reb Shmuel, and brought him home. Although Reb Shmuel had made up with
the Poritz that the job would take two days, the next morning, the Poritz came by to pick up his diamond. Reb Shmuel told
him about his harrowing experience the night before. It seemed like smoke was coming out of the Poritz’s ears, and he
hissed, “That most precious diamond has been stolen? You expect me to believe that? Do you have any proof that it was
stolen from you? That you didn’t steal it yourself?” Reb Yosef Ber couldn’t think of concrete evidence on the spot.
Immediately, the Poritz called in his assistant, “Bernard! Call in the guards. Turn over this entire house. Ransack everything
until you find the diamond that this Jew stole!” Of course, they didn’t find the diamond! After all, why would the thieves
hide the diamond in Reb Shmuel’s house. The Poritz angrily had Reb Shmuel arrested and schlepped away to prison.

Reb Shmuel finished his story, “What should | tell you? Since then, I've been here in prison. Amazingly enough, | still warm
myself with nnx and [inv'a, if not, | would not be able to survive.” “Tell me Reb Shmuel,” asked Yosef Ber, “how is your
wife doing all alone?” Reb Shmuel sighed, “Every once in a while, they bring me a letter from her. Once, they allowed her
to visit. Oh, | don’t know what’s going to be. How’s your wife doing? She must be so scared.” “You know,” remarked Reb
Yosef Ber, “I once heard that if people are 72ann for each other, the 0%iv 7¥ i1ia7 helps them.” “Yes,” Reb Shmuel said,
“N7'nR NY) 8N LiN1n Tva 77annn. I've been davening for you since you came.” “And I've been davening for you, Reb
Shmuel. | believe in my heart that our nivi¥! are connected, and that when one of us will be helped, the other will be
helped as well. The fact that the D0%iv ¥ i1ia7 put us together is a n'X1 that one thing has to do with the other.” The two

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim #427, Dial-A-Shiur
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friends continued schmoozing, giving i1'n to each other. Suddenly, a guard opened the iron prison door, and called out,
“Yosef Ber, step over here!” Yosef Ber was startled. “What... what do you want from me? - Reb Shmuel, please daven for
me.” Reb Shmuel called out, “I'll daven for you, “and don’t worry, I’'m sure everything will be okay.”

Yosef Ber was led to the interrogation room, where he was greeted by a cynical, sneering officer. He was shown to his
seat, and the officer began his routine. Suddenly, the officer said something that took Yosef Ber by surprise. “We don’t
believe you that your son drowned in the river. Your son, who is supposedly deranged, and therefore was not taken by
the Czar’s conteristen program, doesn’t seem to be deranged at all. He is nothing but a diamond thief!” Yosef Ber thought
that the officer had gone mad. The officer continued, “Your son is alive and well. Perhaps he is no longer doing what he
wants to do, but right now he is in the cell next to yours.” “What?” Yosef Ber gasped, “My son is alive? He’s in the cell next
to mine?” He almost began dancing, “Oh, Boruch Hashem! quauenxa va'ynin 1 vatiua! Ahl Hashem, Your TOn is amazing!
Here | am in the prison, You bring me matza and wine, and now You bring me such good news. Thank You, Hashem! My
son is alive, D'NAN N'NN DWW NnK 3112!” The officer loomed over Reb Yosef Ber. “Are you finished your speech yet? Your
son may not be alive for long. He is going to be hanged for being a diamond thief. We caught him with the diamond, and
he refuses to tell us who he stole it from.” Yosef Ber composed himself and asked, “Please can | see my son?” The guard
sneered, “Why would you want to talk to him? You want to plan your next lie?” Again Reb Yosef Ber composed himself
and asked, “I beg of you, please have mercy, can | see my son?”

The officer gave in, and Mendy was brought into the interrogation room shackled in chains. Yosef Ber exclaimed, “Mendy,
Mendy, Boruch Hashem you are alive! My heart is full of nxTinl n2w! Please tell me what happened to you.” Mendy’s eyes
watered up as he began talking. “Oh, father, it's my fault. | know you told me to stay in Sanz, but when the Rebbe gave
me the nixn |- just — | just thought that it would be so hard for you to be without the Rebbe’s nixn... | know you told me
not to come back...” The officer’s shouting interrupted him, “Ah ha! So, you told him not to come back.” Mendy groaned,
“Oy vey. I'm talking too much.” “It’s alright Mendy,” Reb Yosef Ber assured him, “obviously, everything is n'v1a nnawn.
Just tell me what happened to you afterwards.” “I got on the boat, and on the way back there was a terrible storm, |
couldn’t handle the boat, and | fell off. | had the Rebbe’s nixn in my pocket, they were wet and | knew that you wouldn’t
use them anymore, but somehow, | felt that it would be a n1'mu. At one point, the water was all around me. | said vnv
7. | thought it was all over. Then, all of the sudden, | was caught in some kind of a net, and then, | heard two men
talking... “Vladimir, | think we caught a real big one tonight!” “Can you imagine, in a storm like this?! ...Is it a carp fish?” “I|
don’t think so.” “Do you think we caught a big salmon fish?” “Neah. Neah. | think we caught a little boy fish.” “...| was
pulled onto a fishing boat. The fishermen thought | was unconscious. They started banging me on the back, and | was
coughing up water. They saved my life. | wish | would have thanked them. | should have stayed on the boat with them.
They were obviously two Russian fishermen who were trying to help me. But | was completely disoriented, and | didn’t
know what was happening. | just jumped off the boat and got to shore, and | started running in the dark forest. The next
thing | knew, | was surrounded by a bunch of vicious thieves. As soon as they saw me, | heard them barking in laughter...
“Looks like we don’t have to go shopping tonight!” “Yeah, it looks like someone has fallen into our trap. Come here little
boy. Who are you? Are you a spy for the Czar’s soldiers? Tell us the truth!” .. They had a wild-eyed look, and were sneering
and barking in laughter as | tried talking to them. Then, | had an idea. | shouted, “You better let go of me, or you are going
to be in big trouble. Do you know what | have in my pocket!” | pulled out the Rebbe’s nixn, and | shouted, “They’re holy
nixn! I'm telling you; you better not start up with me!” | started losing steam. | continued rambling on and on, and then |
just cried. They thought | was nisht mit aleh men. Suddenly, one of their robber friends ran over to them... “The Czar’s
soldiers! They’re coming! They’re coming!” The robbers forgot about me, and ran away.

“All of the sudden, | was all alone. | didn’t know what was better, to be with the robbers, or all alone in the woods at night.
| was so thirsty. | just needed a cup of water. | saw a bag laying there. The robbers must have left it there when they ran.
| opened the bag, and there was a box in it. It didn’t look like there was any water in the box, but | decided to open it up.
It contained an amazingly brilliant diamond. | didn’t want to have anything to do with a stolen diamond, so | closed the
box, and started putting it down. Then, | heard someone shouting at me, “Stop right there! You’re under arrest!” | was
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surrounded by a bunch of soldiers who were very excited, and were yelling about a most notorious thief that they had
just caught. | didn’t know what they were talking about. They held a sword to my neck, and grabbed the box away from
me. When they looked in the box, they got even more excited. They started interrogating me about where my robber
friends were. | told them that | just fell off a boat, and had no idea what they were talking about, and | thanked them for
coming to help me. They laughed and laughed. Then, they shackled me in chains, and dragged me off to prison.”

Reb Yosef Ber exclaimed, “Mendy, they brought you to this jail right next to my cell. If | had only realized while | was crying
in that room all night having my 170 over there! Could | have even imagined that you were right here next to me! What
n'v1a nnYn! Unbelievable!” The officer’s voice broke his reverie, “Unbelievable perhaps, but that still doesn’t mean that
you’re out of trouble!” Then, he paused for a few moments, and turned his attention to Mendy. It seemed like he had
missed the whole speech that Mendy just gave. “Look at me Mendy,” he sneered, “If you tell me the truth, perhaps we
will try to get you a lesser sentence. Where did you steal this diamond from?” Mendy stammered, “I have no idea where
it’s from. | didn’t steal the diamond. | told you. | found it.” The officer looked Mendy in the eye, “It seems that we are
going to have to extract the information from you in a difficult way. We have ways to make people talk, you know, Mendy.
You will be a lot better off if you just tell us on your own. Where is the diamond from!1?” Just then, Yosef Ber’s face lit up,
and he exclaimed, “Wait! Wait! Please allow me to speak. | believe that if you will allow me to call out one of the prisoners
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from my cell, he will be able to tell you whose diamond it is!” The officer was not convinced, “This sounds like some kind
of a trick. We will not take kindly if you are making a mockery out of us. We are not finished with you yet.” Yosef Ber
insisted, “Please, allow me to call out one of the prisoners. Remember, if that prisoner will be able to identify the diamond,
the owner of the diamond will pay a huge reward, probably to you.” The officer finally relented, “Alright. Who is the

prisoner that you want us to summon?” “It is Reb Shmuel,” spluttered Reb Yosef Ber.

Reb Shmuel was led into the room. When Reb Yosef Ber introduced him to Mendy, his face lit up, “Your son Mendy is
alive! You mean he didn’t drown! nown 7112!” The officer scowled. “Well, I'm glad the three of you are so happy tonight!

1”7

Why don’t you just break into a dance, and sing!” Yosef Ber’s face beamed, “With your permission, can we?” “NO! Why
did you call this prisoner over here?” Calmly, Yosef Ber asked Reb Shmuel, “Reb Shmuel, the Poritz’s diamond, would you
recognize it if you saw it?” Reb Shmuel’s mouth fell open, “Of course | would recognize it if | saw it! | would recognize it if
| saw it blindfolded! ...why is everyone staring at me that way? Did | say something foolish?” “Bring the diamond!” ordered
the officer. Then he sneered, “So, Shmuel, what do you say about this diamond?” Reb Shmuel almost jumped through the
roof, “That’s it! That’s the Poritz’s diamond! Mendy, where did you get it?” The officer grumbled, “This is all we need,
another part of the story... Since when is the Poritz missing his diamond?” “But Sir,” another officer suddenly perked up,
“the Poritz has offered an 18,000-ruble reward for anyone who could get his diamond back. That is why we arrested
Shmuel to start with. Shmuel was supposed to cut the diamond for the Poritz, but it looks like Shmuel cut it for himself,

and hid it someplace.”

An officer rode over to the Poritz’s mansion, and told him that there had been a breakthrough in the diamond case, and
they needed him to come to the prison. The Poritz rushed right over and was very excited to have his diamond back. He
didn’t think that Mendy looked like the diamond thief type. To him it seemed like Mendy found his diamond, so he offered
him a reward. Mendy told him that he was running away from the conteristin. The Poritz officially issued a decree that
Mendy wouldn’t be taken away. Then, on a whim, he freed Reb Yosef Ber, and Reb Shmuel. “I love stories with happy
endings,” he said with a smile. Reb Yosef Ber turned to his son, and his new friend Reb Shmuel, and joyously said, “Well,
it seems, Mendy, that the Sanzer Rav’s nixn brought us niviyi'. Isn’t it clear now, how sometimes there are so many
different problems coming from so many situations, and if we only have nJiny, we see that it’s really all solutions that
NN N2 WiTp is giving us.
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Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

CHAYEINY =
Weekly | Hilchos Shabbos
nitiative —

What is the proper method of selecting a shirt from a pile of shirts or from a
closet filled with shirts?

If the pile or closet includes shirts that are not wearable (i.e. they are not the correct
size, they are missing buttons or are stained) then the person selecting the shirt
should preferably first determine if the shirt is a good choice before removing it from
the pile or closet. This is in contrast to randomly removing a shirt and then
inspecting it. Moreover, selecting an appropriate shirt may only be done
immediately prior to wearing it.

This method of selection applies to all garments (not only shirts) and items that are
combined in a mixture, when the mixture includes unusable garments or items. In
all situations such as this, a usable garment/item should preferably be identified
before removing it from the mixture and immediately prior to its use.

Is it permissible to prepare a child’s clothing at night to be worn in the
morning?

If the clothing is in a “mixture” it may only be selected immediately prior to the child
wearing it, and not the night before. A mixture is a pile comprised of clothing that
have different uses. For example, a pile containing differently colored shirts or
differently colored socks is considered a mixture and one may not select a specific
color at night for the morning.

However, if the pile contains shirts or pants of the same color but of various designs,

it is permissible to select a specific design. This is because they are all considered

one type of clothing, as they all have the same use (e.g. all match to the same pants).

;= However, if there are a variety of socks with various designs that are not paired yet,

e one may only select two of the same design to make a pair immediately prior to use.

' Since one generally would not wear two socks with different designs, they are
considered as having two uses.

When collecting plates after the meal, is it permissible to stack them
according to size?

As one collects the plates from the table, one may stack them in the desired order,
since they are not considered a mixture when they are lying separately on a table.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

With NDS 11V coming out on NAY, | had a few things | wanted to know...

QUESTION 1

How do | eat NITIVO W'7W?

QUESTION 2

Can | go out on my porch to eat the n7n even though we're eating the meal inside?

QUESTION 3

Can | use egg n¥xn for the NITIVD?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| woke up NaW morning a few minutes before the alarm on my cellphone rings. Can | take the phone
out of my room so it doesn’t wake anyone up?

Answer: A cellphone is usually a MO'N7 INDX7NW 7D which may be moved nipn IX7- for the space it is
taking up. An alarm that will ring and wake people up could be considered as taking up space; it is
making the “space” of the room unusable for sleeping. Removing the phone is allowing one to use the
room for sleeping, and therefore goes into the category of moving items InIpn NIX?. However, if it is a very
expensive phone, or one treats it very delicately, it may be 02 |NON NNNND NXPIN and would not have a 1N
of Inpn NIx'.

continued....
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continued....

QUESTION 2

The alarm in my child’'s room must have gotten reset, because it starting ringing at midnight! Can | tell
my child to shut it off? There's no 'Ix available so late at night.

Answer: Generally speaking, one may not ask a child to do a NnaX'7n. The (3"nW) N27N 1IX'A makes mention
of the N awn NO'W that allows one to ask a child to do a 32211 NJoX'7N for the sake of the child himself.
However, he writes that the 1ann disagrees, which would imply that one should rely on it only if there is a
PNTN NYW. Therefore, one should try to work out some other solution (cover the alarm, put the child in a
different room) before asking the child to do a ]2277Tn NON7N, even if for the child’'s benefit.

QUESTION 3

The food that was sitting in the oven got a little burned, causing the smoke detector to ring. Can we open
the door to let fresh air in or fan the smoke with a towel? It usually works right away to get rid of the
smoke and stop the ringing.

Answer: Opening a door or fanning smoke has no direct effect on the smoke detector. Rather, since it no
longer detects smoke, it will not ring anymore. Although Xn) is not typically allowed on Nnav, this is not
even considered a NN and it may be done, as stated by (X"-1"V1) N1IN2 NWN.
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Were you ever in a situation where you were
falsely accused of doing something?
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areas of Torah, and thousands of people would flock to his court to bask in his Torah.
He was also visited privately by those who needed to pour out their hearts and seek
his counsel'. He would receive all petitioners with warmth and wisdom.

THE CHORTKOVER REBBE WAS A TREMENDOUS GAON, AN EXPERT IN ALL

Anshel served as the Chortkover Rebbe’s gabbai. His job was to manage the waiting
room, ensure that all visitors were seen in a timely and organized fashion, and enforce the
hours that the Rebbe was available. Smart, skilled, and highly capable, Anshel fulfilled his
role perfectly. He knew what to say and when to say it, and was loved by all.

One afternoon, two businessmen came to see the Rebbe, and they presented him with
a heavy sack of gold and jewels.

“We are business partners, and have been close friends for years,” one of them explained.
“Recently, we invested money in a very profitable venture, and we earned a massive

I counsel: advice
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return. However, the two of us have very different opinions as to how to apportion
the money we earned. We have rehashed this many times, and we simply cannot
see eye to eye on this matter.”

“Of course, we plan on going to beis din to settle our differences,” his partner
continued. “However, we’ve been friends for many years, and neither of us wants
to lose the friendship over something as silly as money. Right now, with the money
so recently acquired, we are both so passionate about our positions, and are afraid
that we’ll be unable to remain levelheaded? after the beis din issues a ruling.”

“l hear,” the Rebbe said, stroking his beard.

“We decided to entrust you with the money for now,” the first man said. “We don’t
want to seek arbitration until both of us have calmed down completely and can look
at the whole thing much more objectively. Eventually, we’ll go to beis din, and then
return here to collect the money and deal with it according to the psak we receive.”

“When do you plan on coming back for it?” the Chortkover Rebbe asked.

“Not before a year,” they responded. “We need at least a year to ensure that we
will be able to accept any ruling from beis din rationally, with a calm and clear mind,
and that our friendship remains intact.”

“Alright, I will keep the money for you,” the Rebbe agreed.

“It's a tremendous sum,” one of the men informed him. “Please, keep it safe for
us until we return.”

When they left, the Rebbe looked thoughtfully at the heavy sack, wondering where
to store it safely until the two men returned. In addition to his family and the loyal
Anshel, there were hundreds of petitioners who freely entered his home, and it was
imperative’® that he conceal the treasure properly to guard it from theft.

Wisely, he decided not to let his wife or children in on the fact that a tremendous
treasure was hiding in their home. The fewer people who were aware of its existence,
the safer the sack and its precious contents would be.

Lifting the heavy sack, he walked purposefully to a back storage room, which was
filled with assorted paraphernalia* as well as many sefarim and Judaic artifacts.
He found a good hiding place for the precious load, which he then concealed with
various objects. Satisfied that the treasure was safe, he returned to his study.

? levelheaded: having or showing good reason; sensible
3 imperative: of extreme importance
4 paraphernalia: personal belongings; miscellaneous articles
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Once or twice over the next few days, the Rebbe found himself thinking about
the treasure and hoping it was safe, but within a short time, he completely forgot
about the entire episode. The treasure continued to wait patiently in its hiding place,
waiting for its owners to reclaim it.

Many months later, the Chortkover Rebbe was sitting in his study when Anshel
brought in those next in line. Immediately, the Rebbe recognized the pair as the
businessmen who had entrusted® him with their fortune.

“Rebbe, we have made peace between ourselves,” they informed him, smiling
comfortably. It was clear they were feeling much more at ease than they had felt the
first time they had come to see him.

“Baruch Hashem,” the Rebbe exclaimed. “l am so happy to see that your friendship
has remained intact. What a beautiful thing shalom is!”

“Baruch Hashem,” the second partner agreed. He removed a document from his
pocket and showed it to the Rebbe. “This is the agreement which was drawn up by
the beis din, and we plan to follow it to the letter. Can the Rebbe please return the
money we entrusted him with?”

“Certainly,” the Rebbe said, perusing the document. He turned toward the door.
“Anshel?”

Anshel stuck his head into the room. “Yes?”

“There is a sack filled with gold and jewels hiding in the back storage room,” the
Rebbe told him, describing the location where he’d left the sack. “Please bring it to
me. It belongs to these two men.”

Anshel hurried away to perform his Rebbe’s bidding while the Rebbe made small
talk with the two businessmen. Five minutes passed, then ten, and Anshel still did
not return. “He must be having some trouble finding it,” the Chortkover Rebbe
excused his gabbai with a smile. “I must have hidden it well.

In the storage room, Anshel moved a pile of accumulated items away from the
corner that the Rebbe had directed him to, coughing in the dust, but did not find the
. sack behind them. He searched more carefully, moving more things away, and still
came up empty-handed. Biting his lip, he turned over the entire room in the hope
that he would find the sack elsewhere, but it had disappeared.

After twenty minutes, he returned to the Rebbe, an apologetic look on his face.
“Rebbe, | looked everywhere, but I could not find it.”

> entrusted: entrust: to give into the care of another
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“You can’t find it?!” one of the businessmen asked in a panicked tone.

“I'm sure we’'ll find it if we look carefully enough,” the Rebbe reassured him,
rising from his seat. “I'll go look for it myself.”

The storage room, thanks to Anshel’s prior efforts to locate the sack, looked like
a hurricane hit. Sefarim and objects were strewn about, the shelves were emptied,
and piles of paraphernalia littered the floor. The Rebbe looked and looked, but did
not find the sack.

As he walked back to his study, the Rebbe found himself wondering what had
taken Anshel so long to inform him that he could not find the treasure. A thought
rose up in his mind. Perhaps he found it and had taken it for himself? Quickly, he
smothered® the thought. Anshel was his beloved gabbai, loyal and trustworthy. He
didn’t deserve to be judged that way.

“l feel terrible, but it appears that the sack has somehow vanished,” the Rebbe
told the two businessmen. “I will pay you back from my own money.”

“Absolutely not,” one of the men protested. “The Rebbe is not obligated—.”

“I took responsibility for your treasure, and I must return it to you,” the Chortkover
Rebbe said. “I'll need a few days to put together the money, and hopefully in the
meantime, we'll find your original sack. Can you return next week?”

“Certainly,” the men agreed. “Thank you, Rebbe.”

The Rebbe sighed and called for his wife and children. “I am missing a very valuable
sack of money, filled with gold coins and precious stones,” he informed them. “It
was in a hiding place in the back storage room. Have any of you seen this sack? It is
important that you try to recall anything you may have seen.”

None of his family members had any knowledge of the treasure, but they tried to
brainstorm with him to figure out where it may have disappeared to.

“Did anyone besides you know about the sack?” his wife asked.
“No,” the Rebbe replied. “I didn’t tell anyone about it.”
“Hmm,” she said thoughtfully, pursing her lips.

“The only person who knew about it was Anshel,” the Rebbe said after a moment.
“l told him about it today, when the businessmen came to claim it.”

“You told Anshel today?” his wife asked.

¢ smothered: smother: extinguish, muffle, or overcome
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“Yes, | sent him to look for it,” her husband confirmed. “It took him close to half
an hour to come back and tell me he couldn’t find it.”

The wheels of her brain began to turn. “You think Anshel took the money and
hid it during that half hour?” she asked slowly. “That would be logical. Anshel must
have taken the money!”

“Chas v’shalom,” the Rebbe tried to protest, though in his heart, he had reached
a similar conclusion. “We aren’t allowed to suspect a Jew like that!”

His words did nothing to stop the rumor from leaving the room. Some of the
children, furious at the betrayal of their father’s gabbai, rushed to spread the news
to their friends. Soon, the entire city was in an uproar’. Anshel, the Rebbe’s trusted
gabbai, was a thief!

Anshel, shocked at the accusations being hurled at him from all sides, denied the
charges, but the rumors persisted. Soon, people began demanding that his home be
searched. As a last-ditch effort to save his name and his dignity, he hurried to the
Rebbe.

“They’re saying I stole the treasure,” he blurted, his face white. “I've never taken
anything that did not belong to me. I am innocent! Now, they want to search my
house! All I did was look for the treasure, which | could not find. I didn’t steal it!”

“l am not accusing you of stealing,” the Rebbe responded calmly. “All they want
to do is search your house. If you didn’t take it, you have nothing to worry about.”

“I should let them into my home?!” Anshel began to cry. “How could you suspect
a G-d-fearing man who has served as your right hand for so many years?! Alright,
let them search my home!”

His home was searched, and the treasure did not turn up, but the shame Anshel
endured continued to intensify. People whispered about him in the streets, his children
were mocked, and he was shown blatant distrust wherever he went.

The shame became so difficult to bear, that one day, Anshel left home and didn’t
return. He hadn’t even bid his wife and children goodbye.

When the Chortkover Rebbe heard that his gabbai had run away from home, he
was stricken with a feeling of tremendous remorse®. After all, he had implied to his
wife that perhaps Anshel had taken the money, and he hadn’t stopped the rumors
before they took a life of their own.

7 uproar: a state of commotion or excitement
8 remorse: deep regret coming from a sense of guilt
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I am guilty, the Rebbe realized. He could not concentrate on learning or davening.
I am guilty of suspecting a Jew, and not giving him the benefit of doubt.

When Pesach came around, the Rebbe’s house was given a thorough cleaning, and
during the course of emptying out the storage room and putting it back together, the
sack was found. The Rebbe immediately called the two businessmen and returned
their treasure to them.

“I must find Anshel,” he declared, unable to forgive himself for having suspected
an innocent man. “Immediately after Pesach, | am going to search for him, and I will
not return until I find him.”

After Pesach, the Rebbe began his journey. He went from town to town, posing
as a maggid. In each town, he would ask permission to speak to the community and
would then deliver three separate lectures. The first was usually sparsely attended,
but when people heard how talented the maggid was, they hurried to attend the
second lecture. The third one always claimed the biggest audience.

The Rebbe would conclude the third lecture with a short story. “There was a
Rav who suspected a member of his kehillah of committing a crime. The man, who
was innocent, could not handle the shame and ran away from home. The Rav is still
looking for the man he wronged, and he can never forgive himself for this terrible
sin. If only he would have had proper ahavas Yisrael, he would have never done such
a thing! Until today, the Rav is suffering from remorse!”

He would conclude by admonishing the people to steer clear of this mistake, and
to offer their fellow Jews the benefit of doubt before jumping to harsh conclusions.

The Chortkover Rebbe would repeat this in every town he went to, at the end of
his third lecture, hoping against hope that Anshel would be in the audience. Each
time, he was disappointed anew. For three years, he was away from home, visiting
town after town in the guise® of a maggid, hoping to meet Anshel.

Then, one day, after three long years, a man stood up in the back of the beis
midrash at the conclusion of the Rebbe’s third lecture. “Chortkover Rebbe, I forgive
you with a full heart,” the man announced and then fainted.

The Chortkover Rebbe’s face drained of all color. Abandoning the podium, he

rushed to Anshel’s side to try to revive him. Someone poured water over Anshel, who

- opened his eyes, saw the Rebbe, and promptly fainted again from the tremendous
pain of his experiences.

“Please forgive me,” the Rebbe pleaded hoarsely when Anshel was finally
conscious. “Please forgive me for falsely accusing you of such a crime. It was wrong,
completely wrong, and | cannot move on until | have your forgiveness.”

° guise: in the appearance of another
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DID you kNOW?

Anshel Rothschild
established a bank in
Frankfurt, Germany in the
1760s, and the practices
he established in his bank
are still in use today. In
fact, Anshel Rothschild
is commonly regarded as
the inventor of modern
banking.

The Rothschild family
was also the first to deal
in international finance
when Anshel’s five sons
expanded the family’s
banks to London, Paris,
Vienna, and Naples.

Historians have calculated
that the Rothschild family
was richer than any dynasty
today, even the Saudi royal
family.

“l forgive you,” Anshel repeated. “I forgive you
with a full heart. It wasn’t you, but rather my own
sins, that caused me to deserve this shame and
anguish. If I were a better person, Hashem would
have never allowed me to go through this.”

“Thank you,” the Rebbe whispered. “Thank you.
But oy, how will your poor wife and children ever
forgive me, for the pain and shame, as well as for the
anguish and loneliness caused by your absence? Oy,
how will | ever atone for this terrible sin?”

He placed his hands on Anshel’s head and closed
his eyes. “I must pay you back for the suffering |
caused you,” he stated emotionally and blessed
him with the brachah of Birchas Kohanim. When he
finished, he added, “May you only see success in
all your endeavors'®, and may you find favor in the
eyes of everyone who meets you. And, since I falsely
accused you of stealing a tremendous sum of money,
may Hashem bless you with tremendous wealth of
your own, for all your generations.”

Anshel and the Chortkover Rebbe traveled back
home together, united by their experience and
determined to improve their ahavas Yisrael to ensure
that such a thing would never happen again.

True to the Rebbe’s blessing, Anshel’s business
ventures flourished and he became one of the
wealthiest men of his generation. He is the patriarch
of the famed Rothschild family, known for their
wealth and philanthropy.

10 endeavors: endeavor: the act of trying to do something
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. l A WAGON WITH BAGS OF FLOLIR ARRIVED AT THE SKLILENER
OUST BEFORE WORLD WAR II, FOOD WAS REBBE’S HOME LESS THAN TWO WEEKS BEFORE PESACH.
SCARCE IN MOST CITIES IN RLUSSIA, PESACH WAS THE REBBE INMEDIATELY SET LIP A BAKERY AND WITH GREAT
APPROACHING AND THE CITY OF CHEPNOWITZ AND JOY HIS CHASSIDIM BAKED THE FLOLR INTO MATZOS.

THE SURROLINDING AREA WERE WITHOUT FLOUR
FOR MATZOS. THE SKULENER REBBE CALLED HIS
CONTACTS TO TRY TO GET A SHIPMENT OF FLOUR
BEFORE PESACH,

WE
WILL NEED TO SUPPLY
THOUSANDS OF FAMILIES WITH
THE MITZVAH OF MATZAH AND
WE MUST RATION ONE MATZAH
PER FAMILY. THERE ARE NO
EXCEPTIONS’

YES, REBBE, I'LL
BL'N TRY TO ARRANGE
THE DISTRIBUTION IN AN
ORDERLY FASHION.

I UNDERSTAND THE COST,
AND AM WILLING TO PAY. THE
SHIPMENT MUST ARRIVE THIS

UH... THE
VIZNITZER REBBE
REQUESTED THREE
MATZOS.

AT THE OTHER SIDE OF TOWN, THE VIZHNITZER REBBE
WAS PREPARING HIS OWN HOUSEHOLD FOR PESACH,

T AM SORRY,
BUT WE NEED ENOUGH
MATZOS FOR THE ENTIRE
CITY. PLEASE TELL THE REBBE
THAT THIS IS ALL WE CAN
GIVE... z

MY SON, PLEASE 60 AND
PICK UP THREE MATZOS FROM THE
SKULENER REBSBE.

BUT THEY SAID ONLY
ONE MATZAH PER
FAMILY --

! MY FATHER TOLD ME TO
) SAY IN HIS NAME THAT T MUST

NOT TO RETURN WITHOUT THREE
MATZOS...

I KNOW. STILL, ASK FOR
THREE MATZOS. YOU MUST SAY IN
MY NAME THAT YOU CANNOT SETTLE
FOR LESS!

ALTHOUGH THE SKULENER REBBE WAS CONCERNED THAT THIS AS PESACH DREW NEAR THE LINES GREW LONGER.
MEANT THAT TWO FAMILIES WOULD LOSE THEIR MATZOS, HE BY EREV PESACH ALL THE MATZAH HAD BEEN GIVEN
DEFERRED TO THE KAVOD OF THE VIZHNITZER REBBE. OUT TO THOUSANDS OF FAMILIES. EREV PESACH IN
THE MORNING:
8UT REBBE...
EVEQY DAY PEOPLE AQE TO HONOR "~ ceeee, T TRAVELED

LINING UP TO COLLECT MATZOS THE WISHES OF THE ALL NIGHT; T HAVE NO MATZAH,

.. WE DON'T HAVE ENOUIGH, VIZHNITZER REBBE I AM PLEASE CAN I HAVE JUST ONE

EVEN NOW... WILLING TO GIVE AWAY MATZAH..I'M WILLING TO PAY

THESE THREE MATZOS! ANYTHING!

PLEASE DO
NOT TELL MY GABBAIM
WHY YOU CAME HERE
TODAY!

2.28),
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NYDIY ‘l\)”bN N PORTUGAL D781, THE FIRST SKULENER REBBE, WAS BORN IN SKULEN, RUSSIA, TO O7N)IIN 'JN‘W)’ AND
7’6’7 ﬁNb IN 1915, AT THE TENDER AGE OF 17, HE SUCCEEDED HIS FATHER AS 179. HE LATER MOVED TO CHERNOWITZ,
AND WAS APPOINTED TO SERVE AS ITS VT 2 AN, HE MARRIED SHEINA POCHEL SHOENFELD. AFTER WORLD WAR TI,
NYDN NYIN 1 WAS KNOWN AS THE FATHER OF HLINDREDS OF ORPHANS AND HE ADOPTED MANY OF THEM. LATER,
HE SMUGGLED HIS "FAMILY" INTO ROMANIA WHERE NYON '1?)”'72‘{ " AGAIN SAVED THOUSANDS OF ORPHANS. IN 1959,
NIYON NMYIN 7 AND HIS SON WERE ARRESTED FOR TEACHING RELIGION. NYDIN NMYON I AND HIS SON WERE
EVENTUALLY FREED AND THEY IMMIGRATED TO THE LINITED STATES IN 1960. IN 1963 N’U)T '1’()”72‘{ ") LAUNCHED THE
NP NETWORK OF DNIANY TON IN INIY? X IN. MORE THAN 50,000 CHILOREN HAVE PASSED THROUGH Ton
D'HJN'J THE REBRBE'S \’)93 NN FOR JEWS — RELIGIOUS AND NON-RELIGIOUS ALIKE — WAS LEGENDARY. TC)’"JN M
N’DYC WAS ALSO KNOWN AS THE SWEET SINGER OF INIY) WHO COMPOSED MANY NEW MELODIES AND HE SPENT
"MANY HOLIRS DAILY ON HIS ﬂ\'JDﬂ HE AUTHORED 'ﬂ)”bN DY AND NYIIN NVITP AND VARIOUS OTHER DYDIVIR.
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| Offer Yourself
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A soul that brings a grain offering to Hashem. (Vayikra 2:1)

It does not say the word “soul” in reference to any other voluntary offerings; only in
reference to the grain offering. Who usually brings grain as his voluntary offering?
It’s the poor person. Hakadosh Baruch Hu said: I consider it for him as if he offered
his soul. (Rashi)

Let’s say you were standing by the entrance to  for Hashem in various ways.

Beis Hamikdash and saw a rich man walk in with And the best of them is learning the ZTornah

a nice, fat bull to offer to Hashern. Then you saw a  pyp 1y 4h This is more significant in Hashem’s

poor person walk in carrying a bag of wheat flour. eyes than all the korbanos. And here, too, we have

His offering wouldn’t look very impressive at all.

But Hakadosh Baruch Hu sees it quite differently.
The small amount of flour that was brought, despite
all the difhiculty and self-sacrifice involved, is
immensely significant to Him, as if the poor man
offered his very life, his “soul” And in fact, that is
what the poor man did. He brought the last pennies
he had, to offer them on the altar of abavas Hashem.

Nowadays, we don’t have korbanos. We have no

altar to atone for us. But we can still express our love

the poor man’s korban and the rich man’s korban.
How so?

Let’s say a man drags himself into shu/ after a hard
day’s work, sits down at his regular Gemara shiur,
and tries with his last ounce of energy to keep his
eyes open and concentrate on the Rav’s explanation
of the daf If you were standing on the side and
watching him, it wouldn’t seem very impressive at
all. That’s not what shpitz learning looks like.
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We may not think much of it, but Hakadosh
Baruch Hu does. To Him, it is significant as if this
man offered his very soul. And in fact, it is so. He gave
his last ounce of energy for Torah and abavas Hashem.

This applies as well to a talmid chacham who
learns at night when he is tired and worn out. He

devotedly keeps on learning more and more, despite
the pain and strain involved. It is significant to
Hashem as if he poured out his blood and fat on
the Mizbeach. From it arises a pleasing fragrance
to Hashem, opening for him the Heavenly gates of
berachah, for him and for the whole Jewish people.

Accidents
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He shall offer, for the sin he sinned, an unblemished young bull to Hashem as a sin

offering. (Vayikra 4:3)

The korban chatas, sin offering, is a tremendous
expression of infinite chesed, and we merit this only
by means of sin. The following allegory illustrates
the point.

A child was warned again and again not to ride
his bike in the street. It’s dangerous. But he didn’t
listen. He rode his bike in the street, and in fact got
hurt by a car. Now he is lying in the hospital.

What did his parents do? They bought him an
expensive present that he never would have received

otherwise.

This is pretty strange. Because the child rode in
the street against repeated warnings, and in the end
he even got hurt, therefore he deserves a prize?!

But that’s the way things are. There are certain
wonderful gifts that are reserved only for times

of tragedy. Only for “naughty children” who get
themselves into trouble. This hidden love was created
specially for them. The father is willing to spend a
real lot of money on this naughty child if he senses

that the child is in danger.

How did the Jewish people merit the Yud Gimel
Midos Shel Rachamim? By getting themselves into
a serious “accident.” They made the Eigel Hazabav.
Then Hashem showered them with endless love, at
the end of which they received the wonderful gift
of the Thirteen Traits of Divine Mercy. This is a gift
that will always save them from all sorts of tragedies.

You can’t bring a korban chatas as a voluntary
offering. This powerful chesed comes only after a sin
occurred, and it is expressed in the korban chatas that

a person brings to atone for sin. o
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Hashem called to Moshe. (Vayikra 1:1)
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Said R. Asi: Why do we start teaching children with Vayikra and not with Bereishis?

Because the children are pure and the korbanos are pure. Let those who are pure

come and engage themselves with that which is pure. (Vayikra Rabbah 7:3)

Let’s go ask a question to a straight-thinking
educator: Where do you think it’s best to start in the
Chumash when teaching young children?

He might suggest beginning with Parshas Lech
Lecha, to teach the children about how Avraham

obeyed Hashem, and how Sarah davened to have a
child.

That would make a lot of educational sense.

So why do Chazal say we should start by teaching
little children about korbanos? If we do that, what
will the children hear? The kobanim slaughter
animals and catch the blood in receptacles and
throw it on the Altar. This doesn’t sound like the
most educational topic in the world. It’s not what we
want our children to be doing.

And the rebbe teaching them the subject probably
doesn’t even understand these matters himself. He
doesn’t exactly know why kobanim are supposed
to throw blood on the Mizbeach and what all these
things are about. He only knows what it says.

Yet, the first rule in teaching childrenis to open their
minds and develop their powers of understanding.
But rote learning does exactly the opposite.

And what parshah do the children go on to after
this? The beginning of Bereishis. Another strange choice
of subject material. What does a children understand
about “emptiness and chaos on the face of the deep,
and the spirit of Elokim is hovering over the face of the
waters”? Do we even understand it? It is pretty puzzling
why we choose the subject matter we do.

We could compare this to someone who bought a
brand new, shiny car. He elatedly drives it out of the
dealer’s lot, and after a short time, the car stops. He
jogs back to the car dealer and complains, “The car
doesn’t drive.”

The dealer asks him, “Excuse me for asking, but
did you put any gas in the tank?”

The customer says, “What's gas?”

The dealer replies, “It doesn’t matter right now what
it is. Just go to a gas station, any gas station, and fill up
the tank. I guarantee you the car will drive after that”

The customer does as told. He gets himself down
to a gas station and they fill up a jerry can for him.
But then he catches a whiff of this foul, toxic liquid,
and says to himself: It’s bad enough that the car
doesn’t drive. Now I am going to put this stinking
water in it, and ruin it completely? No way. I'm not
going to pour this junk into my new car while there
is still hope that it will start driving again.

What do you say to a person like this? You say:
You didn’t manufacture the car, right? You didn’t
build the engine. There is someone who engineered
this automobile, and he probably knows more about
car mechanics than you do.

He understands how a combustion engine works,
and he says that only this weird liquid will enable the
car to drive, and otherwise, it won’t budge an inch.
He knows what he is talking about. If you believe
him, fine. And if not, good luck.

It’s the same with chinuch. The best educator with

the most wonderful ideas never actually created the
soul of a child. He doesn’t really know what’s “under the
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hood” The only one who really understands the depths
of the human soul is the Creator Who made it. Hashemn
created the soul with certain qualities. One of them is
purity. “‘Neshamah shenasata bi tehorah hi” Hashem
created the neshamah and formed the neshamah
and breathed it into us. And Chazal say that breath
emanates from a deep place. 193 719> 19T NN,

The neshamah was created from the inner depths
of kedushah, and its nature is kedushah and tabharah.
And the only thing that will get it to work properly
is Torah, and especially those Torah subjects having
to do with taharah. “Let those who are pure come
and engage themselves with that which is pure.” The
neshamah can't fulfill its purpose otherwise.

The Rambam wrote in Shemoneh Perakim that
we need to learn the healing of the soul from the
healing of the body.

If a person has a festering wound on his arm, he is
likely to go to a doctor and ask for a cream to put on it.
But the doctor might tell him that an external cream
won't help. There is an internal infection that is causing
this symptom, and the cure is to take antibiotic tablets.

The patient might object that swallowing a pill is an
awfully strange way to treat a surface wound on his arm.

But the doctor, who understands how the body
works, doesn’t think it’s strange at all. He explains,
“The problem is not with the skin. That’s just a
symptom of the root problem. The cause of your
condition is that your blood has a certain toxin or
bacteria that causes a skin outbreak. If you just treat
the skin outbreak locally, that spot might get better,
but another outbreak will soon appear somewhere
else. However, if we treat the problem at its source,
if we purify your blood, then your skin will become
beautiful and smooth again, and it will stay that way.

It's the same with Torah and mitzvos. People are
born wild and unruly, and it’s a universal problem:
how do you educate children to proper behavior?

The answer given by Torah sages is for the child to

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"l,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

learn Torah and do mitzvoes. This raises the question
we asked before. How does learning about the
creation of heaven and earth teach a person not to
steal or act up? How does learning the story of Yosef
who was sold by his brothers educate a child not to
have envy? How does shofar heal anger, how does
matzah straighten out the mind?

The rule of thumb is “Let those who are pure
come and engage themselves with that which is pure.”
The medicine of Torah gets straight into a person’s
“blood,” i.e., into the depths of the neshamah, and
performs internal healing.

Let’s say a child is fresh and churzpadik to his
parents and teachers. Some teachers will reprimand
him to control his mouth. If he is jumping around,
they will reprimand him to stay in his place.

If a child steals, you can tie his hands, but that
doesn’t solve the problem at all. It might temporarily
deter the external results, but the problem is just as
strong as before.

In our age, when there is too much theft, the
problem is “solved” by increasing police presence.
But that causes a new problem: the policemen
themselves steal. We don’t gain anything by adding
more policemen. Because the problem is in the soul.

And what is the soul?

“Neshamah shenasata bi tehovah hi” The soul is
pure. And it needs appropriate nourishment — it
needs purity.

If Yankeleh jumps around, he has a problem in his
soul, in his neshamah. So what should we do? “Let
those who are pure come and engage themselves with
that which is pure.” Give him Chumash Vayikra, tell
him about the creation of the world, tell him about
Yosef and his brothers.

It might not make sense, it might not be logical,
but Hakadosh Baruch Hu created the neshamabh,
and He knows how it works. He tells us, “Let those
who are pure come and engage themselves with that
which is pure.”

For comments, dedications and donations:
W nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
Do you want to receive the weekly edition?
Send us an email.
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LIVING OUR IDEALS AND ASPIRATIONS A7 *11 D D IWINDD DN

CHAYEINY

Chayeinu Hotline

12

732-301-4043

Pesach Sections

Men:1-5-6
Women:2-6-5
Kids: 3-9-2
Mishnayos Pesachim: 3-9-3
Pesach Music: 6 -2 -6

Chayeinu Subscriptions
732-301-404-3 opt 8-2

chayeinususbcribe@gmail.com
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