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say "D2 9o Nov'” like the ©"217 does. If so, according to this nowy in y"w when the swearer is in danger of dying, he may eat mns
Mwon and wait o1 NN 153 and eat again. This way he will survive. Consequently, this should not be considered a Nw nyaw.

The N [0 Tin] says that it is possible to fast for three consecutive days and survive and brings a mx- from the pasuk in Megillas
Esther (vo-T), when the queen asked all the Yidden to fast for her to be successful when she goes to the king: ynwn 55115980 58 79y sy’
"o nedw. So, we see that it is possible to fast for three days straight. The 939 vy [ow] says this Gemara goes against a w7 on this
pasuk that says: since it's impossible to fast for three days, they must have eaten at night. 21 [yn>10] asks: How could y>7 be mmayn <,
it was nos and mox to fast? The was Ay asks: Why is 21 only concerned with v"» any and not the nwy 511072 of Nsp Noax? The Try
<2 answers, that to be considered fasting one can eat up to a nano, which is larger than a 7. But to be nxn no>»x xxy, one need only
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A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (32)
Halachic Consideration of Ona’ah. Last week, we began
analyzing a halachic situation where a cab driver in Israel
overcharged a gullible tourist in the amount of 700 NIS for a ride
to the airport, a ride that should have normally cost 300 NIS, and
it was paid for by credit card. Soon after the ride, the tourist
realized that he was duped and canceled the charge on his card.
Of course, the driver was wrong and did an aveira of Ona’ah
(overcharging a customer by sales and rentals) but what is the
halacha in this specific case - or in a case where he paid in cash
rather than credit card - to get back the 400 shekel overcharge?
The Beis Din that was consulted ruled that had he paid in cash he
could not get his money back, but if he did not yet pay, or as in
this case, he canceled the payment, he does not have to give more
than the correct price of 300 NIS. Let us examine why.

1. The driver claimed that the passenger agreed to his quote of
700 NIS so he must pay the full amount. That claim is not
valid because it was clearly a misunderstanding of the
passenger so he is not at fault.

2. The driver also claimed that the price for rides is not finite and
monitored, and each driver can charge at his will. That is also
not a valid reason because even items that don’t have exact
prices do have limits that are clearly out of the normal price
range for such an item, see Shevet Halevi (1).

3. There is, however, a reason to help the driver. There are
certain items that are excluded from monetary obligations that
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stem from overcharging, namely real estate, servants and
documents (2), and even one who was overcharged more than
a sixth for these items, cannot void the sale or get his money
back. If there was an overcharge of more than double, there
are two opinions in halacha @) if it invalidates the sale. If one
hires a worker “by the hour” who is somewhat like a servant
for the hours he works, the Shulchan Aruch @) considers him
as a servant, where there is no ona’ah and it would go into the
above-mentioned question of an overcharge more than double.

4. Whenever there is pay for a worker [where there is no
ona’ah] and his equipment [whose rental does have ona’ah],
the RMA (5) writes that the portion of the labor has no ona’ah
and the Machane Ephraim () says that there is no ona’ah on
the entire amount because it is all considered work.

5. A worker that is paid by the job and can work when he wants,
is not like a servant in any way and the implications of ona’ah
apply @. In a case where he is hired to complete a full job for
a certain rate, but has to do his work during specific hours due
to the nature of the job, there is a debate if he is considered
like a servant or not. The RMA does not consider him a
servant and ona’ah does apply while the Nesivos 8) disagrees.

Due to all these doubts, Beis Din gave the above-mentioned

ruling that the muchzak [the one holding the money] wins, which

in this case is the passenger who canceled the credit card

transaction. However, had he already paid the entire fare of 700

NIS in cash, the driver would not have to give it back.
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R’ Yehonosan Eibeschutz z¢”I (Nefesh Yehonosan) would say:
€T Y MNP MY 12 75 - Everyone considered the birth of Rus’ child as Hashem’s reward to Naomi for leading
Rus in the right path. In order to always remember that, ‘a son is born to Naomi,’ they called him Oved because the
middle letter of Naomi () is an “ayin”, the word ben (ya) starts with “beis” and the final letter of ‘yulad’ (19) is
a “daled.” Thus, they gave him a name which 9N>' - the name would say, ‘a son is born to Naomi.’ They reversed the
sequence of the letters and named him Oved as a blessing that the child would serve (123) Hashem with a full heart.”

Torah is given on Shavuos, we must hear it and retain it with both ears - even the left one!”

0OVN JWIN (3) 99 NYI¥N N2 (2) KD NN VIV NV (1)
(7) X" N DN 09K 1NN (6) BV (5) 39359 (4) VI
N9 VOIYNH MMM (8) 12:0W NN

R’ Avraham Weinberg of Slonim z#”’l (Be’er Avraham) would say:
“Al pi Kabbalah, each month of the year corresponds to a different major body part. This month, Sivan, corresponds to
the left ear. The reason is because all year long, the dvar Hashem goes in the right ear and out the other. However, when the
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Itis amazing to see how Hashem flips from exacting justice
on Klal Yisroel to offering consolation, all juxtaposed in one
statement. In fact, in Parshas Bamidbar itself we see this
seemingly blatant contradiction in that first Hashem declares
that Klal Yisroel are “Not His people” and then the Almighty
says endearingly that the Jews, “cannot be counted because
they are like the sand of the sea.” How can it be?

Rashi quotes and expounds upon the words of the Sifri
D’vei Rav. He explains that Chazal (Pesachim 87b) say that
at some point Hoshea HaNavi became so frustrated with
Klal Yisroel’s indifference to sinning that he blurted out to
Hashem, “Exchange them for another nation!” Immediately,
Hoshea regretted his statement and stood up and begged for

Divine mercy. Rashi explains that this can be compared to a
king who became angry with his wife and summoned a scribe
to hasten and write a bill of divorce. However, before the
scribe arrived, the king felt bad and reconciled with his wife.
When the scribe arrived, the king decided to use the scribe’s
services to add to his wife’s allowance.

Now we can understand the reason for the seemingly
contradictory juxtaposition. Hashem’s love for Klal Yisroel
runs so deep that even when He turns away from us, exiles
us, and declares that we are “no longer His people,” He still
ensures that we multiply and grow in exile - for the way to
Hashem’s “heart” is through the continuity of the Jewish
people and our ever-growing numbers.

sfe sfe she sfe sfe sfe e sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe she she she sfe sfe s sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe she she she sfe sfesfesfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe she sfe sfe she sheshe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfe sfesfesleshesfesesfeske sk sk
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Yechezkel HaNavi describes the incredible sight of the
holy shechina sitting atop a Divine throne-like chariot - the
Merkava - which was being held up by life-like creatures
with wings. These creatures contained the faces of a man and
a lion on their right side, and the faces of an ox and eagle on
their left. While this was obviously reminiscent of the sight
of the shechina at Har Sinai and truly appropriate for the
Yom Tov of Shavuos what is the significance of the
difference between the faces on the two sides?

R’ Eliezer Ben R’ Yehuda of Worms z¢”’I, the Rokeach,
explains that the pasuk uses the terms “right” and “left” to
hint at the Heavenly court of law where Klal Yisroel are

alternately prosecuted and defended. “The face of the ox to
the left” symbolizes the angels who accuse Klal Yisroel of the
Chet HaEigel - the sin of the Golden Calf, whereas the “face
of the lion to the right” stands for the angels who speak up on
behalf of the Jewish people. Hashem, in His mercy, will
quickly turn from the left to the right and pay attention
to the defenders in order to rule with mercy.

Amazingly, even as we sin and are being prosecuted in the
heavenly court for our sins, Hashem always leaves room for
ministering angels to come before Him and plead on our
behalf. "DN NNX N OV NN N” - we must live by Hashem'’s
example and always give others the benefit of the doubt.
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The Gemara quotes ynv " that says if one swears, “I will not sleep for three days”, we give him mipn and he may sleep right away.
v explains: This is a xw nynw, because it is impossible to stay up for three days straight.
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The 09 [2"n,n"a mymw 'on] paskens like ynw . If one swears not to sleep for three days, or swears not to eat for seven days (0 1),
this is a aw nyaw and we don't say he should torture himself and not eat or not sleep until he can't survive and then be forced to eat or
sleep, but rather - ymx b for uttering a xw nynw and he may now eat or sleep immediately. The y'9 says it's mvon that the above
D" puts these two cases together, as they are not comparable. When one swears that he will not sleep for three days, it's a 8w nyaw
because he will \mo Sya fall asleep, so it's y»p5 “wax »x and as a result, we are 1 ymx ppPon. But if one swears he will not eat for 30
days, he could control himself and not eat and when he is about to die, his nyaw will be nnT because of mwa Moo and he will be able to
eat 70 ya. So, it's not a Mw nynw! However, he concludes that the halacha is like the o"ann that "o Now" is a xw nymaw, but for a
different reason. Since he swears not to eat for seven days, he’s swearing to kill himself (suicide) which is 9 »27 Sy 2y yawn. This
constitutes a Nw nynw. 971 7' 10 P Who says the same svara.

The nawn qoa [DW] brings the 1 and defends the o"am. He explains: a nyvaw that “l will not eat”, is comparable to swearing, “l will not
sleep,” because both are w»pb qwan x. The fact that the Y says he can fast until it's a ny>o and then eat, but still, since he will ultimately
eat, itis considered a xw nyaw because it's w»pY N'N. The apy nbnp O 'o] explains the underlying lomdus between the o™ and the
1", as there are halachic ramifications if a nyaw is classified as y»pb N~ or a 11 9y Mmayd nyaw. The o"an holds: even a nyaw that by
nMn 279 one can't be o»pn, is still called a xw nynw because the bottom line is, it won't be completed. It's therefore o»pb N'X. So,
even though when he ultimately eats, it's 7 8"y, but since nwynb the nyaw can never be fulfilled, it's a xw nyaw. The " holds that only a
ny1w that mxexna can't be ompn is not Snand is considered a v nynaw. But not eating, which maoxina could be ompn (he can starve
himself) just the halacha doesn't allow i, is just considered a m"7 V25 Nyaw, but not a Xw. I3 TN 'S MNNI AN PW]

N'y9 [0"137 DP9 w933] points out that when the ¥ 1,97 "0 7] brings this halacha, it says: "o ' 5on0 Now yawy” but does not
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Sefer Bamidbar opens with Moshe Rabbeinu being
commanded to count Bnei Yisroel. At first glance, it seems
like a straightforward national census. However, the
Ramban brings a Medrash that Moshe did not simply ask
each head of household how many members were in their
family. Rather, every individual passed before him to be
counted personally. Why was this necessary?

R’ Yakov Bistritz z¢”’l explains that this counting was
not just about numbers; it was about identity. Every person
in Klal Yisroel was counted, individually, one-by-one, to
teach us a powerful message, that each and every single Yid
matters, each and every single Yid has a unique tafkid, a
distinct role and purpose that only he or she can fulfill. We
often hear this concept mentioned and we nod in
agreement, yet we must ask ourselves: do we really live by
it? Do we diminish our own value, thinking we aren’t as
important, learned, or spiritual as others?

In order to answer this, let us relate a story that is very
enlightening, about the holy Ribnitzer Rebbe, R’ Chaim
Zanvil Abramowitz z¢£”’l. Late one night, the Rebbe was
waiting to start Maariv but insisted on having a minyan of
people who hadn’t yet davened. One man there had
davened earlier, but decided to stick around assuming it

would be quite difficult to find a tenth men at that late hour.
When asked if he had davened yet, he denied having done
so. That was not a smart idea as the holy Ribnitzer saw right
through him, and refused to include him in the minyan. At
first, the man was embarrassed that the Rebbe had caught
him in a lie. But then it struck him that his Tefillah of
Maariv, simple and unassuming, was indeed special. It had
unique value before Hashem.

We say in the Shabbos and Yom Tov Shemonah Esrei as
follows: “V’sein Chelkeinu B’Torasecha - Grant us our
portion in Your Torah.” What this means is that every
individual Jew has a personal chelek, a unique piece of
Torah, that only he can reveal. This is why every single
member of Klal Yisroel was required to be present at
Kabbolas HaTorah thousands of years ago on Har Sinai.
One doesn’t need to publish a groundbreaking sefer on
esoteric topics, or deliver dazzling shiurim replete with
exciting chiddushim in order to have an individual place in
Hashem’s Torah. On the Yom Tov of Shavuos, we all
re-accept the Torah. Take a moment to reflect on your
worth. Appreciate what you bring to Torah and to Klal
Yisroel. No one else can do what you can do. You count,
not just as a number, but as a soul with infinite value.
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Throughout davening on Shavuos we declare that
Shavuos is MM N P, the time that Hashem gave us the
Torah. Now, this seems difficult: Why do we celebrate
Shavuos as W yn Y, if after the Savn xon we lost the
luchos, and the “Matan Torah” of Shavuos was in effect
9va? We should really celebrate Matan Torah on Yom
Kippur, when we received the second luchos permanently!
Why do we still celebrate Shavuos as wnnmn ynn yn?

Says R’ Asher David May shlita, the posuk states that the
whole tachlis of Matan Torah was so that through the
awesome display of "TND 0 19w i P MDD we
should be inspired to great heights in yiras shamayim - »"
225 D% HY MNP PNN MY NN NI DINN MDY N0
"wonn. The N that they received then by Matan Torah
remained indelibly etched upon our souls. It is that aspect of
Matan Torah that we celebrate on Shavuos. Indeed, the Tur
writes that Shavuos corresponds to Yitzchok Avinu. Now, that
seems strange: wouldn’t such a Yom Tov be more connected

INSIGHTS AND COMMENTARY ON THE WEEKLY wa:“
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to Yaakov, the consummate ©9nN 2wy on vwN? The answer
is as above, that Shavuos is not about the Torah that we
received per-se, so much as the ©nw nXp that we got then.
Hence, it certainly corresponds to Yitzchok, the nNvn Twy.

In truth, however, this yirah is not something unconnected
to Torah. The Maharal z¢£”’l asks, why is it that Hashem had
to hold Har Sinai over the Jewish people’s heads and force
them to accept the Torah, when they had already said nwy)
ynwn? He answers that Hashem was teaching them that
Torah does not depend on their current desire to learn and
observe it. Torah must be learned with yirah, with the
recognition that even if right now I am not in the mood and
don’t enjoy my learning, I must learn anyhow, as that is what
Hashem commands me to do, period! That is the giluy of
yirah we got at Matan Torah.

The Aibeshter should bentch us that we should come to nbap
NN with a firm commitment to rededicate ourselves to w2
NN and through that, yes. to gome to love Torah, too!

6|

“On that first Shavuos, when Bnei Yisroel were all gathered at Har Sinai, the Jews took a binding oath to keep the mitzvos
of the Torah, and that oath has been in effect ever since. I want to learn the laws of oaths so I can understand how important it
is to keep a promise and how serious it is to break one.” The young boy spoke with such earnest innocence.

But he was not finished. “In fact,” said young Shmelke, “there are forty-nine blatt (double pages) in Meseches Shavuos and
forty-nine days between Pesach and Shavuos. If we learn one blatt every day, we will finish it in time for Yom Tov.”

R’ Tzvi Hirsh was pleased with his son’s erudite reasoning and he happily agreed to learn according to this suggestion.
They studied intensely and when Lag B’omer arrived, they even reached a daf which mentions a halachah in the name of
Rabbi Shimon bar Yochai. By the time the Yom Tov of Shavuos arrived, they had finished the masechta entirely.

The following year right before Pesach, the Tchortkover Rebbe again asked his two sons what they wished to learn in
preparation for the holiday of Shavuos. This time the younger child, Pinchos, answered: “I think we should learn Kesubos
(marriage contracts) and Kiddushin (the laws of marriages).”

The Tchortkover Rebbe was surprised. “Okay, but please explain. What do these Masechtos have to do with Shavuos?”

Now it was young Pinchos’ turn to respond, much like his older brother did the previous year. He smiled and said, “Tatte,
by Kabbolas Hatorah, Hashem took the Jewish people to be His chosen Nation and said the words, ‘I have betrothed you to
Me forever.” He held Har Sinai over our heads like a marriage canopy. The holy words of the Torah were like our marriage
contract, and He gave us a gift as well - N9 Syaw n N - the Oral Torah. That is why I think we should learn the laws of
marriage contracts and betrothals - so we will know that the ‘wedding’ of Klal Yisroel and the Ribono Shel Olam was a valid
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There is a fascinating pshat from the maon qun. The
Gemara (Megillah 26b) makes a halachic distinction between
items that come in direct contact with n¥YTpaw o127, known
as NWYTp wmwn (e.g. a Sefer Torah mantel), and items that
are a step more removed, known as wnwnT vnwn (e.g.
outside plastic for a Tefillin bag). The former retains its
holiness and mustn’t be discarded, while the latter may be
discarded once no longer in use. What is the source for this
differentiation? He says the chiluk can be extrapolated from
this week’s sedra, where the Torah refers to both, the
Kohanim and the Leviim as 9", belonging to Me, Hashem.

The Leviim, however, as the Torah states, are YN NN’
"»329. So while the Kohanim are "wimp ©w1p", a nWYTR vwn,
the Leviim are a vwownT wnwn. And the halacha is that if a
Kohen commits certain aveiros, he becomes defiled, and is
prohibited from eating Teruma. A Levi, on the other hand, in
the same scenario, is still permitted to eat from his maaser.
The reasoning can be because a Levi is a lower kedusha than
a Kohen. This is the source for the aforementioned contrast
between a direct ¥>nwn and a secondary one. (He uses this to
explain other distinctions oW y.)

In Parshas Yisro, the posuk says, ©312 13501 NN ONNY’
"wrtp M. The Beis HalLevi (drush 17) explains that through
N0 nap, Klal Yisroel attained an elevated level of
kedusha. Similarly, there are two types of kedusha in
hekdesh. One is 00T NP - hekdesh will use the value of
the designated item. The other is 9wn NwYTP, an intrinsic
holiness that exists not only in the monetary aspect but in its
entire essence (e.g., a korban). Hence, when Klal Yisroel
became a holy nation, which degree did they receive? The
rule is that if someone is 2y, he uses a money related

CONCEPTS IN AVODAS HALEV FROM THE
FAMILY OF R’ CHAIM YOSEF KOFMAN ZT”L

%7 NaYwnA

hekdesh incorrectly, the object reverts back to p>n. However,
regarding kedushas haguf, the rule is, 99 NN 9y w. The
kedusha remains intact. Regarding Hashem s nation, Hashem
says, "DY12 0NN 012", Even when you sin, you are still Mine.
In other words, our holiness is part of our DNA, a g0 nen1p
so to speak, and can never be lost. Let us take pride in this
realization and live up to what’s expected of a wvTp ", and
show the world what it means to be a yid.
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Why are these opening words of the m127H nwy, which
speak to all of Klal Yisroel, said T Y>3, singular form?
Chazal say >»© 70 Toyn was not just a communal event. It
was a nmnn nYap for each yachid as well, in their own unique
and individual way. Hence, the posuk is talking to each
person: I am your (singular) Hashem - Tpox not only 02pON.
The Gemara in Shabbos describes the scene at that
monumental occasion. "N HNNN V', Hashem was n9d
D 0 oYY, and told the Yidden, “If you're mekabel the
Torah, great. But if not, ©o>nMap NN ow.” There are two
obvious questions. First, Klal Yisroel had already declared
"ynwn NUYY’, so what was the need for this open threat at this
time? Second, why is the word "ow" used? It should have said
"na" - right here you will be buried. Again, the following
yesod is part of our mesorah, has been passed down for

generations, and complements the above machshava.
Granted, Klal Yisroel in unison, "TNX 193 7NN wNO", had
already proclaimed "ynwn nwyy'. But Hashem came to them
again on Shavuos and said that is not sufficient. I don’t need
only a communal commitment. I need each of My children’s
steadfast pledge as well. Because each yid has his private

one and that both He and His people are obligated to fulfill all the points of the contract.”

R’ Tzvi Hirsh couldn’t help beaming with pride from his son’s well-reasoned words. The three scholars learned the two
masechtos in record speed - finishing close to 200 blatt - until forty-nine days later, they celebrated both the holiday of
Shavuos and the successful completion of their studies. “Ashreinu Mah Tov Chelkeinu U’Mah Naim Goraleinu.”

AT 2T MY Yon
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Yem: There was once a boy who was learning in a
respectable yeshivah, doing quite well, and understanding
what a ben Torah is. Unfortunately, he got himself caught
up with a bad group of friends. Although he had been a
good bachur in the past, now he began taking his life in a
far different direction. He soon found himself totally lost
and on his own. He grew his hair long, his clothes were
disreputable rags, and he was living in the dumps - with no
financial support in his new “lifestyle.”

One day, he found an advertisement for a job as a janitor
in a local yeshivah. Due to the lack of a better option, he
called to apply. The young man showed up to the interview
and was ushered into the office of the esteemed Rosh
Yeshivah, R’ Shlomo Freifeld z¢”1.

He sat down to discuss his viability for the job and before
he knew it, the Rosh Yeshivah had him waste deep in a
discussion about his origins and where he grew up. After
disclosing that he was a former yeshivah student from a
respectable yeshivah and had been a full-time learner at one
point in his life, R’ Freifeld smiled and told him that he
found a better paying job than the janitorial work.

“What is it?” the young man asked eagerly.

“I want you to become a maggid shiur!”

“What? A maggid shiur?! Me?!”

“Yes!” R” Shlomo confirmed. “You’ve learned in a
respectable yeshivah for years, and you undoubtedly have
what it takes to give a good shiur on Gemara. I have a
couple of wild guys here in yeshivah, and even some that I

have difficulty connecting to, but if you give the shiur, 'm
sure that you’ll be able to connect well with them.”

The young man tried to protest but R* Shlomo wouldn’t
hear of it. “The yeshivah is learning Bava Metzia,” R’
Shlomo finally said firmly. “Go home and get working on it.
I’ll give you till Monday.”

His confidence restored, the young fellow started
preparing a shiur. He knew he couldn’t come to the yeshivah
in his current state of attire, so he went out and bought a
yarmulke, tzitzis, etc. He put himself together - after all he
was going to teach Torah!

Today this “off the deep-end boy” is married with a large
family of his own while simultaneously running a Kollel in
Yerushalayim!

R’ Shlomo Freifeld was a Tzaddik with a penetrating

understanding of people. He saw a sterling neshama and
knew that here was a human being worthy of respect,
worthy of acknowledgement, and worthy of being loved!
That outlook saved this young man’s life, and B”H he was
zoche to build a beautiful family.
Ywns: In Parshas Bamidbar the Torah recounts how each
and every Jew was accounted for. This parsha is read
immediately before the holy Yom Tov of Shavous and for
good reason: there is a deep connection between the two.
Every Yid stood at Har Sinai and said "ynwn nwyy' - he is
therefore worthy of learning Torah. Every Yid counts, and is
worthy of dignity and respect. Shavuos is the Yom Tov that
teaches us to maximize this reality.




birthday cards out of obligation. I'm all alone.”

He paused. Then he said something I'll never forget. ““You know, Rabbi, you’re going nowhere ... but you’re really going
everywhere. I'm flying all over the globe. I know exactly where I'm going. I have my itinerary for the next year and a half -
departure times, arrival gates, routes, everything. But you? You’re going around in circles on a little train with your children.
And you’re going somewhere. Because you have a life. You have a family.”

And with that, he walked out. I sat there with those words echoing in my mind. You’re going nowhere - but you’re going
everywhere. (Excerpted from Rabbi Yaakov Astor’s column in the Monsey Mevaser)
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The Medrash (Bamidbar 1:2) notes that Hashem chose the Midbar (desert) to give the Torah and create the Jewish nation
because He knew that in the Midbar they would greet Him appropriately. R” Baruch Mordechai Ezrachi z£”’l explains that
people in the desert have both no distractions, nor nothing to hide, from the Ribbono Shel Olam. They reach out to Him and
accept His command fully. They long for this interaction and prepare constantly for it. In the process, the personal
withholding that takes place in many relationships when people are not open to sharing a piece of themselves, did not exist
when Klal Yisroel sojourned in the midbar. The result was an honest, open and loving Kabbalas Ol Malchus Shomayim.

Rav Elazar M. Teitz z¢”’l, longtime rabbinic leader of Elizabeth, NJ, would relate a great story about the Gaon, R’
Yaakov Meshulam Orenstein z#’’l, author of Yeshuos Yaakov. It seems that the Yeshuos Yaakov was invited to be the Rav
of Zalkava. Upon arriving at the city and taking residence, his first major challenge arose one Shabbos, right before Shavuos.

Apparently, there was some discussion about whether the residents of Zalkava are supposed to say the fefillah of “Av
HaRachamim” on the Shabbos before Shavuos, when that day falls out on “Yom HaMeyuchas” (2 Sivan). The Yeshuos
Yaakov was then relatively young and observed the various factions as they fought it out in shul. One group insisted that since
the day was a day that Tachanun was not recited, Av HaRachamim must not be said. At the same time, the other group argued
that due to the tragedies of the period, Av HaRachamim must be recited as it is on Shabbos Mevorchim Chodesh Sivan. (Rav
Teitz added that this must be the source of the famous joke about the shu! that said that their minhag was to fight about it).

Eventually, both sides came to the relatively newly installed Rav, the Yeshuos Yaakov, seeking his opinion. He heard both
sides and recognizing the basis for such a minhag on both sides, did not rule on the matter. He tried to bridge the gap and
create a compromise that would satisfy both sides. In a way, his idea worked for the two factions united and together decided
to remove R’ Yaakov Meshulam from his position for not issuing a firm decision that was in their favor.

Now unemployed and having heard of the recent petirah of R’ Tzvi Hersh Rosen zt”’l, Rav of Lemberg, the Yeshuos
Yaakov traveled to that large city seeking employment. When he got there, someone recognized him and sought to advance
his candidacy for the position of Rav in the city (which he eventually won and accepted).

The individual was curious and asked him, “HaRav Orenstein, what brings you to our fair city of Lemberg?”

Without missing a beat, the Yeshuos Yaakov answered: “Obviously, it was none other than the Av HaRachamim!”

People tend to get caught up in the mechanics of minhag and assume that everything is a minhag. While minhagim are
important and have a special mesorah to them, they are important when they are utilized to bring about a closer relationship
with Hashem and his Torah and mitzvos. Merely creating minhagim that do not fit that bill - like a minhag to fight about
something specific - are in fact, Minhagei Shtus (foolish practices). Often when we think about our religious connection to
Hashem, we get bogged down in silly questions of identity and practice which focus more on our own selves and do not
represent the true experience of our interpersonal relationship with the Av Harachamim. We can do better and achieve more.

(P EMT) . NTT 3D T TN PO NOM TN AW TS MANENT IPOWI AN ML AN DD 1Yo i

Two of the most renowned Gedolim of the past few centuries, the Rebbe, R’ Shmelke z¢”’l of Nikolsburg (Divrei
Shmuel) and R’ Pinchos zt”’I of Frankfurt (Baal Hafla’ah) were brothers, sons of the Tchortkover Rebbe, R’ Tzvi Hirsh
Halevi Horowitz z¢£”’l. Even as small children they were known as prodigies and their father was forced to assume the duty of
teaching them Torah himself. It was a challenging job and he taught them as quickly as their brilliant minds could absorb.
When they were both well below ten years of age, they were already learning Gemara with several commentaries.

As part of their study schedule, father and sons would learn together the laws which pertained to the next approaching
holiday. Thus, when the Yom Tov of Chanukah ended, their father began the study of Meseches Megilla. Having completed it
by Purim, they began learning the areas of Meseches Pesachim dealing with the laws of Pesach, which they finished right on
target; the day before Pesach. At this point, Shmelke, the elder of the two boys said to his father, “Tatte, we must begin
learning Meseches Shavuos if we want to finish it by the time the Yom Tov of Shavuos comes along.”

Their father smiled tenderly. “Shmelke, mein tayera, Meseches Shavuos does not deal with Chag HaShavuos.”
“T know, father,” replied young Shmelke, “it deals with the laws of oaths; but I have a reason why we should study it now.
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If however, you are not “tzu-frieden” with your own4
G-d-given talents and capabilities, then "0v" - there, you’ll
cause your own demise. Meaning the concept of "ov” - there,
I wish I was someone else, will only harm you.

May we be zocheh, b’siyata dishmaya, to be mekabel

cheilek in Torah which no one else has! At times, this concept
gets distorted and people tend to look around at others
wistfully wishing they had their strengths. If only I had the
talents, brains, passion, of “yenem” then I would really shteig
and be able to accomplish. Hakadosh Baruch Hu says that’s
not what I need from you. I need you to fulfill your fafkid HaTorah on a personal level; each person committing to
using your unique characteristics that I provided you with. actualize his own kochos, bringing Hashem a nachas ruach.
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In Parshas Bamidbar, we are introduced to life in the desert. It’s not exciting. It’s not glamorous. It’s not exotic travel. It’s
the same cloud, the same camp, the same man - day after day. But it was also the greatest training ground in history. It’s
where Hashem shaped us into His nation. And that’s what Sefer Bamidbar is all about. Desert life is not about destinations.
It’s about formation. It’s about forming and forging ahead with a mission and purpose in life. We might not always know
where we’re going, but if we’re with our families, with Torah, with Hashem, we’re going everywhere that counts.

Rabbi Fischel Schachter tells the following story with his signature blend of humor and heart: It was Chol Hamoed
Pesach. Now, Chol Hamoed with a large family is anything but “chol.” It’s packed. It’s hectic. It’s loud. Baruch Hashem! So
there I was, erev the second days, trying to survive the Pesach whirlwind when my wife - how shall I put this politely -
“suggested” that I take the kids out for a while. Now, I know how this works, so I preemptively turned the request into a
command to myself. I clapped my hands together and announced, “Everyone into the van! We’re going on an excursion!”

“Where?” the kids asked. “You tell me,” I said cheerfully, “where do you want to go?”” That was a mistake.

The older kids groaned, “If we see the Prospect Park Zoo one more time, we’re going to turn into monkeys!” Another
yelled, “Not the Aquarium again!”” And then, I had a brainstorm. I quickly swerved and turned onto the Belt Parkway.

“Tatty, are we going to the airport? Are we flying somewhere?” Noon on Chol Hamoed? No, we’re not flying anywhere.

So what were we doing? We were going to the airport. Why? Because the AirTrain at JFK goes from terminal to terminal -
and guess what? It’s free. You get a great view. It’s quiet. Quality time with the kids. And ... it’s free! Did I mention that?

“Listen,” I explain to the kids, “typically, you wait on line for four hours and pay twenty bucks to ride something for thirty
seconds. This ride is longer and costs nothing. What more do you want?”” They were skeptical. But their only alternative was
going home to help their mother with the dishes, so they agreed. Suddenly, one of my kids asked loudly, “Tatty, you're
wearing your shtreimel and bekeshe ... you know, there aren’t going to be a lot of other Yidden at the airport right now.”

I retorted, “You’ve seen the way other people dress? I think we’re the least of anyone’s fashion concerns.”

And then - relief! We pull up to the platform, and what do I see? Yidden! Everywhere! Boro Park, Flatbush - we were all
there. The platform was tile-to-tile covered in macaroons, orange peels, and matzah crumbs. I felt like I had just arrived at the
Mirrer Yeshiva on Chol Hamoed. Baruch Hashem, 1 wasn’t the only one with this brilliant idea.

We boarded the AirTrain, and my kids were in heaven. They waved at every other AirTrain full of Jewish families. They
were pointing at planes, giggling, clapping. It was a 10-minute loop around the airport, and we stayed on for over an hour.

At one point, the train stopped, and a man boarded. A real live pilot - wings on his uniform, rolling suitcase, the whole look.
He stood there, taking it all in. You could tell he’d flown to distant war zones and survived typhoons, but this? This Chol
Hamoed mob on the AirTrain? This was new. I quickly told one of my kids to give him a seat.

The pilot waved it off. “Nah, I've been sitting for 16 hours. I don’t need to sit anymore.”

I asked him where he flew in from. “China,” he said. Then he looked at me and asked, “Mind if I ask you something?”
Whenever someone says that, you always mind - but you can’t say so. “Sure,” I said, dreading the next question.

“Are these all your kids?” I smiled. “Nah. Some are in Israel. Some are at home helping my wife.”

We started schmoozing. Then he asked, “So, Rabbi, which terminal are you heading to? Maybe I can help you find it.”

I hesitated. “Eh ... I’'m not sure.” He offered to look at my ticket. I stammered, “You can’t. It’s ... an electronic ticket.”

I was spiraling. The more he asked, the deeper I was digging myself into this fictitious flight. Finally, I confessed. “To be
honest, we’re not going anywhere. We’re just riding the AirTrain going around the airport. Been here about half an hour.”

There was a long pause. He looked at me confused and asked, “Why?”

“Well,” I hesitated before plunging ahead, “These kids don’t have TV at home. They don’t play computer games. They
don’t even own their own phones. So it’s up to me to give them quality time, something wholesome and fun. It’s not easy
finding places that meet our standards. So ... here we are.”

He nodded. Then he got real. “I fly the world. Three weeks out, one week home. Sometimes not even that. If I end a flight
in Australia but live in Denver, by the time I get home, I have to head back. My wife left me years ago. My daughter sends me




