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naw nTvoY 11N MaT
N7avnN DYWVYTP - NN MINR NYIH

Valuing Our Gedolei Torah
(R ,10) : 3NN 'N ’;9'? DN29P32 1908 712 MY NN MR n\yn'bzg 'namMm

The Meshech Chochmah brings the Yerushalmi (Yoma) that says that m9aan o'p'1x nnmn like Yom Hakipurim and Shivrei
Luchos.

The Meshech Chochmah explains that just like Yom Kippur has a special segulah to bring kaparah to Klal Yisrael, so too,
when a tzaddik is niftar it is a zeman mesugal for kaparah. However, there is one condition. Yom Kippur is only mechaper if
someone treats it as a Yom Kadosh. If one is mevazeh Yom Kippur and doesn’t treat it as a wWTIp 'K1jn, then the kaparah of
Yom Kippur will not affect him. The same applies to m9adn o'pr1x Nnm. If a person appreciates and values a tzaddik, then
his mva will be mechaper, but if someone was ch”v mevazeh the talmid chacham and didn’t value his presence, then his
petirah will not effect any kaparah on him.

Another lesson is learned from the fact that n1aan o'y nnm like Shivrei Luchos. Why were the Luchos broken? Because
Klal Yisrael was in midst of being over the cheit ha’egel and if they would have the Luchos amongst them, it would have
demanded of them to live on an even higher level, making their cheit even more severe. Therefore, the Luchos were broken,
effectively lowering the madreigah of Klal Yisrael in order to minimize the cheit.

The same applies to having a tzaddik amongst us, writes the Meshech Chochmabh. If Klal Yisrael is on the proper madreigah,
then having a tzaddik is a tremendous zechus and elevates the entire madreigah of Klal Yisrael. But if we aren’t living up to
that level, then aderaba, it can become a kitrug ch”v that we have such a tzaddik and still we are not behaving as we should.
In that case Hashem may take away the tzaddik to minimize the kitrug, just like by shivrei luchos.

The limud from the Yerushalmi is that if we want to merit to have tzadikim and benefit from their influence, it is only
possible if we truly appreciate and value them and try to live up to the elevated standards that their heilige presence
amongst us demands.

Either Up or Down
(2,0°) DPIYR ‘N 2 WITR 72 PR DYTR DNYR 0K YRIYTIZ NTYHIOR 13T
("w7) 121 NYYTR RXIN DR MIY TTX RN DNRY DIPN 559 ,nayvn 1291 2MYN 10 DYV N - AN DVTP

Rashi explains that the mitzvah of 'nn 0w is written specifically near the parshah of arayos because wherever there is
a separation from arayos, there must be kedushah.

The Vilna Gaon explains the pasuk in Mishlei nbn 7INwn 110 |[unY? 2'awn? n2un? 0'n NN, that a human being is a holech
and it’s impossible for him to remain stagnant, not doing bad but also not doing good. A person is always heading in one of
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two directions, either up or down and the only way to prevent oneself from falling down, is by being proactive and work on
going up. A person who is just trying to be stagnant without working on growth is like trying to stand still on an escalator
heading down. By default, he is heading in the down direction unless he proactively works on climbing up.

If a person wants to stay away from arayos, even the lowliest levels, he can’t just assume that if he doesn’t try to do anything
bad, he is safe. A person is perpetually being pulled down unless he is climbing up, and it’s a slippery slope. The only way to
prevent arayos is by heading in the other direction and working on kedushah and stepping on the elevator heading in the
upwards direction.

Kiddush or Havdalah
(02 ,9) 2 NIN? DAY DINR HTARY N N YITR 2 DYTR 2 DM
(") .1777am IXRITII21 HW ONR 0 IRD ORI LYY TNR M0 TAN 097210 DNR DR Y NYRY 0MYN N DONR HTaR

Rashi says that if Klal Yisrael act with kedushah and separate themselves from the umos ha’olam then they are with Hashem.
If not ch”v, they will be given over to Nevuchadnetzar and his like.

Rav Chaim Volozhin would famously say, “If a Yid doesn’t make kiddush, the goyim will make havdalah.” A Yid must stay
separate from the surrounding nations. If he is mekadesh himself and separates himself through his living a life of kedushah,
then he is fulfilling his mission. But if not, if he tries to mingle and join the nations, then Hashem will have to use option B,
causing the goyim to make havdalah and persecute Yidden to keep them separate.

The Bais Halevi explains the pasuk "n 7'T2 77 NINE "N T2 37 NI, that there are two ways to have separation. One is
through n7'n 0T, which represents the kedushah of Klal Yisrael and the separation of kedushah between a Yid and goy. The
second is the blood of punishment and persecution. It’s up to us to choose which 0T we want.

This is what the Rashi is teaching us. If we are kedoshim and separate ourselves from the nations, great. But if we start
breaking down the separations and begin acting like tumas Eretz Mitzrayim, we will be given to Nevuchadnetzar ch”v who
will take care to ensure we remain separate.
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Rav Shalom’s Yom Tov Shirt

Rav Sholom Schwadron zt"/, the Maggid of Yerushalayim, was well known for the inspirational talks he would give all over
the world. He personally lived in an incredibly modest way because of his refusal to accept payment for any of his speeches.
Until the end of Rav Sholom's life, he did not own a refrigerator, and running water did not exist in his apartment; the water
they used was drawn form a well near the window. But with all this, Rav Sholom loved the mitzvah of giving npTx with all
of his heart.

One 11b DI' 1Y, there was knock on the door. A poor man was standing in the entrance. When Rav Sholom’s daughter
came to the door, they saw Rav Sholom unfolding his one nice brand-new shirt before the poor man's happy eyes. He had
purchased the shirt in England and had it in his closet for the past four months, waiting to open it to honor the 2o or'.
After Rav Sholom had shown the poor man how beautiful the shirt was, he refolded it and returned it to its wrapping. "Take
it! You should have a new shirt. Good Yom Tov!"

After the poor man had left with his new shirt, Rav Sholom's daughter turned to him. "Abba! If you had no money to give
him and had to give him a shirt, why give him the beautiful, new shirt from England? Surely he would have been just as
happy with an older shirt." Rav Sholom removed a volume of the 0"an1 from the bookshelf and began to read. "One who
wishes to offer a korbon should bring of the best quality of the type he is offering. This is the halachah with everything. If
one builds a shul, it should be more beautiful than his home. When feeding the hungry, he should give of the best and
sweetest food from his table. When clothing the poor, he should offer his nicest clothing."

Mesirus Nefesh During the Holocaust

Aron Kaufman was a Jewish young boy from a large family in Lodz, Poland who was scheduled to be drafted into the Polish
army. He hoped to avoid the draft as did many, but unfortunately, he was chosen for the Polish cavalry. He trained as a
soldier and was in very good shape. Years later, when the Holocaust decimated his town and many were killed, hashgacha
would have it that although he was sent to a death camp, he escaped due to his training and survival skills.

One day he was captured again and due to his commanding presence and strength, was asked to serve as a Kapo, or prisoner
supervisor to serve as an administrator to force labor of other Jews. He told the Nazi commander that he was not interested
in touching another Jew and refused. The Nazi took his gun out and aimed it at Aron. Aron, stared at the Nazi commander
and tore open his shirt and told the Nazi, "shoot me if you want but | will not touch another Jew."

Miraculously, the Nazi chose not to shoot him, instead choosing to punish him to carry back-breaking cables for the Nazi
war machine.
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A Poshuta Yid

Naming a baby is often tricky. When one couple finally had a boy after a number of girls, they decided to name him after
the new mother’s grandfather. But then, she started having second thoughts.

“My grandfather was a very nice man and a fine person,” she said to her husband, “but he wasn’t a talmid chacham. He
was just a ‘poshuta Yid.! Maybe it would be better if we name the baby after a gadol.”

The father went to ask his rav, a famous rosh yeshiva.

“When did her grandfather live?” the rosh yeshiva asked.

“He came to America in the thirties and worked in the curtain business. He was niftar a few years ago.”
“And where are his children today?” the rosh yeshiva persisted.

“All of them are frum and all his grandchildren are bnei Torah.”

The rosh yeshiva gave the father a piercing look. “Anyone who lived in America in the thirties and forties and raised a family
that produced bnei Torah is not a ‘poshuta Yid.
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Telzer Rosh Yeshivah

Rav Elya Meir Bloch zt”l (1894 - 1955)

Yahrtzeit nab N"2

Rav Elya Meir and Rav Mottel established the yeshiva with much self-sacrifice. They lived in the yeshiva, ate their
meals with the bachurim, learned with them, and dealt with their individual problems. They began with a few
talmidim who had escaped from Europe, and some American boys sent from Baltimore by Rav Yehudah Davis. It
was difficult, as they had to introduce the American boys to true advanced European-style Torah learning.

The first building, located in the home of Mr. Yitzchak Feigenbaum, opened in 1941. Those present at the
Chanukas HaBayis, who had known the glory of Telshe in Lithuania, openly wept at the sight of the modest
yeshiva building. Ironically, Rav Elya Meir, who had suffered so much personal loss, was the one who comforted
the others. He was always the source of simcha and exuberance. He would be the one to break out in dance on
Yom Tov, sing zemiros at Shalosh Seudos, and sing grammen and Yiddish songs on Purim.

In 1945, on the day that Rav Elya Meir received confirmation that his family had perished, he wrote in his writings:
"Should someone look at these writings, let him not judge me as callous and cruel for having delved into the words
of Torah after such terrible information... | feel that | can never come to peace (with myself) without the toil of
Torah... without fulfilling the sacred duty which now falls upon the survivors... My first call of duty must be laboring
in Torah. | am indentured in the service of my people... Of what importance are the woes of the individual when
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compared to the duties of the Klal?"

The talmidim felt a warmth and closeness to their Roshei Yeshiva. But Rav Elya Meir was equally strict in upholding
his principles. Once the first group of talmidim decided to take off from Motzei Shabbos seder to go out for some
innocent distraction. The next day, Rav Mottel told them there would be no shiur. On Sunday night, Rav Elya
Meir gave his regular shmuess. For three hours he gave them scathing mussar. He told them that he did not open
the yeshiva to cater to American society... that he was a messenger of the Roshei Yeshiva that they had left behind
in Europe, and they would never have agreed to such a yeshivah... He stated that whoever does not have the
courage to close a yeshivah when it departs from its goals has no right to open one. He said it was better to
destroy the yeshiva now than to let it continue, for a yeshivah without a foundation would ultimately crumble.
At the end of the shmuess, he shouted, "Take the keys and close the yeshivah! Tomorrow you will go home!" The
next morning, when the boys came to their regular shiur, Rav Elya Meir told them to pack up and leave. They did
not move. He then said, "There is only one condition under which we will keep the yeshivah open. If each of you
will give us a tekias kaf — your hand and your solemn word — that you will not go any place where you have the
slightest doubt we may disapprove. If not, you can all leave today." All the boys gave their word, and they first
began to understand what "Telshe" means.

If a student presented a line of reasoning in a shiur that Rav Elya Meir felt was illogical, and refused to be corrected,
Rav Elya Meir would attack him verbally. Yet after the shiur he would wrap his arm around him and say, "Such is
the way of Torah. You must ask, and not pay attention to my anger. | enjoy your questions."

He was a man of uncompromising truth. His Torah interpretations were formulated with extreme effort to
produce Torah thoughts that were absolute truth. Though he was a gifted orator and writer, he never used words
that would mislead or convey a false impression. When in Eretz Yisroel, he once began walking barefoot over
sharp stones to immerse himself in the Yam Kinneret. A man asked him what he was doing, so Rav Elya Meir
replied that he wanted to say that he had bathed in the Kinneret. The man said, "Why go to all the trouble?
Who's to stop you from saying it?" Rav Elya Meir was astonished! He later commented, "It used to be said, 'If
you can tell the truth, why tell a lie?' Now people say, 'lf you can tell a lie, why bother with the truth?""

To be continued...

Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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1. What are the three nnyn of »nanxy" in the NN?

2. In most cases, who was chosen to succeed the previous 5y1) \n>?
Bring a 7>N1 from this week’s nwno.

3. Which two ”ny1ay” on 9195 DY cause one to become XNV?
a. Which other "nmay” in the N7 causes one to become NHV?

4. List three mxn in MmN >INX that involve burning an item.
a. Name one myn in ©wWYTP that involve burning an item.
b. List six other mxn in the NN that require the burning of an item. *

Ul

. What do 591 ,x2>py »27 and ©wyTP Nw19 have in common?

(9)]

. Which phrase is used in ©wYTp nw19 approximately 20 times?

7. lam a w7 v used only twice in the N,
Once regarding N1V,
Once regarding the WY of nYAy,”
| am also the name of a mxn.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who am I?

8. lam used to describe one of the man,
| am used to describe the forming of the mmy,
| was used numerous times for the N2y on 1195 oY,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who am I?

Need a hint?

' Oneis just outside the wTpnn n13, one is just outside ©Yw17’, one has a connection to a 210 DY, two have a connection to
7Y N2y, (one is in the wpnn m1.)

% In this week’s 19:24 and see Rashi




Answers

1. 1) '[)ﬂ'? NIANNY 2) (19-39,0%) "1 12 NANNY N ) TN I D) (additionally it says NN DNIAINY
N in v, oma7) 3) N NN NN

2. The son of the 573 y05. The 7103 says (25,10) YAN NNN 12D YT RHNDY TUN.

3. The one who sends the nonwnNn 9yw and the one who burns the yw) 99
D9
a. Those involved in the burning of the NMYTN N99. This includes the one who
actually burns the N19, the one who throws the 191 211X YN Ny into the fire,
and the one who gathers the ashes. (The answer is not - the one who sprays
the NMMYTN N9 0. He does not become NnLV. See »'w9 in 25,00 NPN NYII)

4. 1 NNLN ,NNITP ,NNOP
a. mm
b. (MM ,MIUR OIS NNTIN DY, NN, AINITR NI ,DOUTPN Y9109

5. 7M1 T¥I0 NIaINN)
(.07 V9 INOWI DIWITP KIFD) NN DITH 553 MY TIND TYIY NANNI - RDPY 227 DN
(.N2 N2V) D211 NNINNYI NOXD N TAYN KD TIAND MO TOYT I NN 50N

6. NN

7. lam a w7 v used only twice in the NN,

Once regarding nv, - OO
Once regarding the > of nYy, - (T2 Y YY) DIYDIN
| am also the name of a mxn. - 90N

| am mentioned in this week’s nwv9.
Who am I? -5n

8. Next week...

Last week’s riddle

I am critical to the ma5h of a ¥y, - My color can changes his status

| am critical to the ma5n of a NN N9, - My color changes its status

| am used to describe the scrutiny upon which some are judged, - naywn VIND PPN DIPY T8 DY PTPTN
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAs.

Who am I? - Hair

,AIRY HMI 12 RN PYY NTHIR INYY IRIATY
Y"1 1090 oK 12 TIT PNY ,NMY APy’ TIT NA 192 1971 ,97T DNYAR 12 DIRY 1YY

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
mINY mMnarn Hr©
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nin MNXR — YO 'NNO
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

When do we lain from the same nw1o at nnw and anan in the same day?
e NN NX 0N I9D DI
e "7nv" from Xwn D on aniax nayn

The 'n11a |nd entered the p'wTpn WTI wearing a, “wTi 12 mand.” ("1 7"v) How could an incorrectly-placed
slight pause completely change the meaning of this phrase?

The trop indicates that this was a, “wTi7 , 72 nand” — “A linen-tunic, which was holy.” If one would say, “ Ta ,mn>
wTIp,” he would be describing, “A tunic, made out of holy-linen.”

On 2 different occasions, Hashem told nnx to take a “ion X'n” (a 2-handsful scoop) of something.
When?
e Hashem told hwn and nnx to initiate |'nw ndon by taking “nd>1on X’ of ash, which nwn threw in the air.
(ow "wni 'n 'o NINY)
e On 9 o, NnX took “mon x'7n” of nuy to burn in the o'wTpEn wTip. Q" 1"'0)

When did someone do the Ton of keeping others calm, by avoiding davening for along time?

When the 7172 |n) exited the no'wTpn wTI, he would daven only a short n'7'on on behalf of 78w 2. If he would
tarry, people would become nervous, and begin to worry that perhaps he had died, as did the undeserving
D'"21T2 01N> who achieved their positions unjustly. (ow 2"y 'R 'n xnY)

After performing nv'nw on a n'n or iy, one must perform the nixn of nTa 110, and cover its blood with
dirt (a"* ™) — except on a certain type of animal. Which type?

If the animal is found to have a wound which renders it a n90, one does not have to cover its blood. (The
same is true if the animal becomes a n'7'a1, because such cases would lack a valid no'nw.) ("' n"> 1"1I* ")

JUST CURIOUS

If no one is allowed into the n'wTpn wTip, how did they perform repairs when necessary?
There was an opening in the roof through which a worker would be lowered while inside a box. ( ,.1"> n'no®

A" 'T n'nan N 70 n"ann)

The very fancy clothing worn by the "1Ta 0> on 19> ni* were used once, and then put in ata, never to
be reused. (A" v "w1) How much did they cost?

They were worth at least 30 nin. ('a'n wTpnn 25 70 0"ann 7" xniY) A nm is worth 15.5 troy oz. of silver. (v
'T 2 X7 (7NpovX) DN T winal V™ A"op TP X"ITN) In 2024, a single troy oz. of silver costs approximately
$26. So, 30 x 15.5 x 26 = $12,090. However, in the times of 7"tn, a single nin was enough to support a person

for a full year ('n 'n nxo7 2"v11 yawn w" "), in which case the value of 30 nan would be much higher.

The '11a |nd entered the n'wTpn wTip carrying a ladle which contained 2 handfuls of maojp, which he had
to transfer into his 2 hands. How did he maneuver the ladle, while leaving both hands available to
catch the mop?

He held the ladle with his fingertips, or his teeth, maneuvered its handle with his arms, and tipped the contents
into his cupped hands. This was one of the most difficult nimay in the wTpznn na. ((0"n xnrY)

When we bring nmanp, we get closer to Hashem. If so, why is it so bad to sacrifice them outside the na
vUTinn?

The wTppnn N provides an environment which inspires us to come close to Hashem. This is best
accomplished when there is a single, designated, grand location for this experience. For OUR SAKE, Hashem
thus forbade bringing ninany elsewhere, so that we can achieve the fullest nn93. (1"op 13NN 190)




If one slaughters a janj outside of the wTpnn N1, his action is described as, “9ow n71,” “He has spilled
blood," and is compared to murder. ("1 1) Why?

Before the 71an, we were not allowed to kill animals. (11190 "v) When Hashem permitted the killing of animals,
He did so for necessary purposes, including bringing nnanjp. When a a0y is slaughtered in the wrong location,
the nu'nw is invalid, and thus purely destructive. Even though it is not actually like murdering a person, the

term “yow 071" is appropriate when describing the animal’s unwarranted death. (,"7 ™ |"an2 "vi ,1"97 J1ann 190
NIlI

As a person grows, things which used to be challenging become less of a struggle. Is there ever a
point when a person can say, “OK, that challenge — | don’t have to worry about it so much anymore”?
When warning 78w 12 about niyaax and whom they can marry, the Torah says, seemingly redundantly,

“‘onx onnwi” — “You should keep, you” — indicating, “I’'m giving you a nixn that you’re already good at
anyway.” (1"> n" n"nIx) We see that even someone with lots of “practice” avoiding something 110ox still needs to
remain vigilant. (N2 1n'7x " n'7wn)

IN YOUR OPINION

If you’re encouraging someone to avoid something harmful, or to pursue something beneficial, but he
doesn’t seem to understand how important it is —what can you do to make it clear?

When introducing the details of the nTiay performed on 119> or, the Torah notes that it was, “After the death of
NNX’s sons,” because their tragic example highlights how important these ni>%7n are. (‘% 7'0 '"wn) In general,
providing an example of the negative effects of a poor decision, or the positive effects of a good decision, can
help someone understand the power of his choices. (Growth Through Torah)

Many people worry about what others think of them. Approximately how many people’s opinions do
you worry about on a daily basis? Honestly, how many of them would you say actually spend their free
time thinking about you? Of those, how many of their opinions actually affect your life in a practical
way?

When the 7172 |0, the holiest individual in 78w 121, enters the o'wTpn wTIR, he is at serious risk of feeling
arrogant. The Torah tells him, “No one is allowed to be with you in there” — do this special nTiay without
focusing on what others are thinking. We can all benefit from this mindset! (Growth Through Torah ™ 10
based on nmox nann 7a7)

What is the most exciting part about hosting guests? What is the most challenging part?

One of the nnxn performed by the 717a [n> on 19> nrr is going back into the o'wTpn wTIj to clean up, by
removing the vessels used for burning the naojp. (2" 0 ""w1) We see that cleaning up is also part of the nixn!
(v"wyan owa "N 9w n1'vn 'y, and Growth Through Torah)
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Weekly A Life of Truth

Shabbos Inspiration Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

hh

1an' Dbwin N1va

In p1pan n2'9n (Nwan for the second day of niviaw), the Navi davens regarding Hashem’s nanin during n123, and His
obvious n'v1a nNaYn when governments crumble, and the great and powerful are removed from their thrones. 1xxan-
i7 0ZiV NiaY20 0%iv Nivaa 1Ny , TV 710 — mighty mountains were crumbled, hills of the world were flattened, because the
ways of the world are Hashem’s. World War One was a vivid demonstration of that 7109. The flames of war were casting
destruction all around. The Czar had fallen, anarchy reigned, and Russia was being torn apart by multiple armies. Yidden
were running for their lives and hiding wherever they could. There was no work and people tentatively scavenged for
whatever meager food they could find. During that time, there was a great 7'T¥ who became the 700 of complete |inv'a
in Hashem, and that was the great [iXa and T'ON, Rav Yosef Yoiz'| Horowitz, the Alter fun Nevardok. The Alter was a man
beyond fear. He knew only fear of the D%iv 7¥ i1ia7 as the following story illustrates. One wTijp N2y 'x¥in, while the Alter
was making n7720 on a cup of wine, suddenly, a bomb hit the building. Plaster was falling all over. The walls were caving
in. People were diving for cover. Some were swept aside by the sheer pressure in the room from the explosion — and the
Alter fun Nevardok stood there and continued his n’2720. Not a drop of wine spilled out of his becher.

While the bombs of World War One were exploding all around him, the Alter busied himself single-mindedly building a
network of Yeshivos.! His talmidim were inspired, and passionately took on their rebbe’s mission of building Nevardikker
Yeshivos. Jews weren’t able to get a train ticket, so the talmidim would jump onto moving trains. In fact, the Alter himself
would do that. Once, he couldn’t get into the train so he held onto the outside for a long time until he reached his
destination. At last, the day came when his talmidim excitedly reported, “Rebbe, Dwn 7112 we have put up nine Yeshivos
in the last six months.” Silence. “Rebbe! You heard?! NINE Yeshivos!” “I heard, well now it’s time to put up a tenth.” “B-b-
b-but Rebbe, where?” “Hmm, let’s look at this map. How’s about Zhitomir?” and he smiled, “Zhitomir. Ah! A place where
so many sefarim have been printed! Such a beautiful Yiddeshe kehila!” There was some confusion amongst the talmidim,
“The situation in Zhitomir, Rebbe, is not good now. There’s constant shelling and hand-to-hand combat.” “Sounds like a
great place to start a Yeshiva!” smiled the Alter. “Hashem will take care of all the difficulties, but we have to do what our
ninnNK is. We're going to send ten bachrim over there... no, on second thought, we’re going to send eleven, one will have
to be their Rosh Yeshiva.” “But Rebbe, who?? Who could we send to head a Yeshiva in such dangerous times?” And then,
there was a twinkle in the Alter fun Nevardok’s eye. He stroked his beard for a couple of moments, and smiled. “Kalmen
Goldberg.” The name sent ripples of awe among the talmidim. Kalmen had already become a legend among his peers for
his absolute |inp'a, and he was fearless. He wasn’t a daredevil. He simply lived with the reality that mina n1'nY ', and
there is no reason to worry because Hashem is in charge. The Alter called Kalmen into his room and talked to him. Kalmen
had heard what was going on in Zhitomir, but it was irrelevant, his Rebbe was enthusiastically sending him. “Okay Rebbe.”
Kalmen responded. “If you say so. You know, I'll go through fire and water to be o'y nvw vw1pn!” “l knew | had the right
person, Kalmen. Just remember, whatever the 0%iv 7¥ i2ia1 wants to happen is going to happen, and if the 0%iv 7y aian
doesn’t want it to happen, it won’t happen.” Kalmen wished his rebbe goodbye and was off.

A terrible fear hovered over the kehila of Zhitomir. General Alexander Shulzenoff of the White Army had just briefed his
men, “l want all the peasants to join me. We are going to destroy everything in sight. If you are successful in driving the
Red Army out of Zhitomir, | promise you that you can break into all of the Jewish homes, loot, murder, and plunder to

your heart’s delight! | will not stop you!” A tremendous round of applause rang from the peasants. They ran to get their
guns, bats, and axes. This is what they had been waiting for, for a long time! Most of the Yidden locked themselves in their

houses, barricaded the doors, and were hiding under their beds. They were willing to starve rather than walk out into the

1 Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim, Shiur #98 / Rabbi Yehuda Keilson, Faith over Fear (Adapted from va’adim of Harav Yechiel Perr zt”l), Pg. 30
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street. Some felt compelled to venture out in search of food and were now running in all different directions, faces white
with terror. The Bolshevik Red Army was patrolling the town in anticipation of the White Army’s advance. Just then, a
wagon came pulling up by the Bais Medrash and eleven strange looking bachrim came out as if they didn’t have a worry
in the world. The biggest one amongst them, Kalmen Goldberg, walked through the front doors of the Bais Medrash.
“Morai vi'rabosai,” he announced, “let me introduce myself. Kalmen Goldberg. I've come here to start a brand-new
Yeshiva!” “Are you out of your mind?” a terrified Yid asked, “Now, you want to start a Yeshiva? Don’t you see that we're
all white like ghosts? “Yeah,” another Yid joined in, “We’re all desperately running around to all the marketplaces to find
whatever food we can. We don’t need any more casualties over here. You better get back onto your wagon and leave.
The last thing we need now is a Yeshiva.” “Why?” Kalmen asked, genuinely perplexed, “What are you talking about?
Sounds like this would be the perfect time to start up a Yeshiva. Listen, all you people can go running to your marketplaces
worrying about wars and pogroms. My rebbe told me that whatever the nwn |ix1is, that’s what’s going to happen! It’s
going to happen anyway! But we have to do what we can! WE HAVE TO BUILD TORAH! WE HAVE TO SPREAD TORAH W...”
One of Kalmen’s bachrim tried to get his attention, “Kalmen, excuse me.” Kalmen didn’t hear him, “WE HAVE TO SPREAD
TORAH WITH wa1 n1'on!” “Kalmen.” “Wha- What is it, Moshe?” “No one is here in the Bais Medrash listening to your
speech. Everyone ran away.” “Well, I'll talk to you ten friends. Let’s get this place cleaned up a little bit, and we’ll put up
a big sign. “Yeshivas Bais Yosef — A branch of Nevardok.” I'll hang it up on the front door.”

Kalmen Goldberg had his |inv'a with him, so he was able to see things as they were. He explained to the young bachrim
who came with him, who, incidentally, included among their ranks the young Rav Simcha Wasserman 7'xT1, and a son of
the Chofetz Chaim 7"x1, “The people over here are afraid because they just have houses. We have a Yeshiva, so we’re
opening our doors wide. A house closes its doors - and a Yeshiva opens its doors. There’s no reason to be afraid. Hashem
is pulling all the strings, and He decides everything. There’s nothing practical we can do to save ourselves anyway. The
little hook and eye on our door won’t keep out Shulzenoff’s troops. Hashem runs the show. Let’s sit down and learn.”
Kalmen hung up a list of shiurim on the front wall. Yidden would pass by, and believe it or not, sometimes people actually
came in. Kalmen was a difficult person to argue with. “Hello! You there!” he would announce to a passerby, “Want to
come in and listen to my shiur? It’s starting in two minutes. I'll give you a shiur about |inv'a and nJINN.” Usually, the person
responded, “Actually, my family is waiting for me at home. Everyone is hiding underneath the carpet.” Kalmen would smile
broadly, “That’s even better! Go home and tell them to come here. It's much more comfortable in this Bais Medrash
listening to a shiur than under the carpet!” Kalmen sent his bachrim around informing all the people that if they don’t
come to the Bais Medrash to learn, he’s going to send his bachrim to the houses to give shiurim. That filled up the Bais
Medrash pretty quickly. Slowly, the bachrim began receiving complements, “We’re quite impressed with you. You’re right!
Whatever’s going to happen, will happen anyhow. We may as well chap arain whatever Torah and Mitzvos we can!”

This continued until one Shabbos. Friday evening, between kabalas Shabbos and 1212 was beautiful. The ¥nTnn n'a was
full of Yidden learning and being ptnn each other. Kalmen beamed with happiness, and walked around to make sure that
everyone was satisfied. On Shabbos morning there was a beautiful davening, and even a i1 afterwards. Kalmen stood
by the nn'a and gave over a beautiful N1in 127, and the people swallowed every single word, their hearts warming up with
NMNK and |inv1a. The Bais Medrash had become a shelter from the terror outside. Suddenly, Yossel the tailor appeared in
the back window, and he began to yell, “RABBOSAI! THEY’'RE HERE! GENERAL SHULZENOFF AND HIS MEN! | SAW THEM!
THEY-THEY’RE ALMOST IN THE TOWN! THOUSANDS OF PEASANTS HOLDING BATS AND AXES! RUN FOR YOUR LIVES!”
Pandemonium broke out in the Bais Medrash! The terrified people fled through every exit available. The Nevardiker
bachrim suddenly found themselves on the floor, almost trampled by the crowd that came charging out. Tables were
tossed upside down. The herring, the little food was spattered about, and by the nn'a, Kalmen was still giving his neT,
“N7'nn, let me tell you one more vort on the parsha...” “Kalmen,” Moshe interrupted him. “What’s the matter, Moshe?”
“Everyone left.” “Why?” “They say that the pogrom is starting.” “Okay,” responded Kalmen, “we have to do some ni7Tavn
to save ourselves, so let’s put down the hook and eye on the door, and we’ll sit down and learn.”
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The Nevardikker bachrim sat down and continued learning for some time. Then, they slept naw Tiaa%. When Kalmen woke
up, he awoke all the bachrim and said, “l had a gevaldika dream! | dreamt that a big white challah was in front of me!”
Some of the other bachrim didn’t quite share his enthusiasm, but Kalmen was certain that it was a n212 |R'0. Motzai
Shabbos, Kalmen began lighting candles for night 17D, but some bachrim objected, “we can’t light up the Bais Medrash, it
will attract the White Army.” Kalmen argued, “What?! Not light any candles for night seder?? We have to learn Torah!”
“Kalmen, be reasonable. We’re 2t1nn to try to save our lives. DJMi¥917 Tikn DN1NYH. We have to keep the lights out
tonight.” They decided to vote on it. At that time, there were 36 bachrim in the Yeshiva, besides for Kalmen. The vote
came out exactly even, 18:18, and they asked Kalmen to decide for them. “This is a most difficult question to answer,”
responded Kalmen, “I don’t know what to tell you rabbosai. Hmm. | just keep thinking about the story with 771 211010
MYK. He had already exiled the D'vavin MWy, and together with the kings of many nations that he had with him, he had
the rest of 7§ 922 completely surrounded. In fact, he almost destroyed all of Klal Yisroel. nTin' 971 1PN was

'II

outnumbered, and it looked really bad!” Kalmen looked around the room and asked, “Rabbosai! What saved 371 1n'ptn
NTIN'?1” A bachur volunteered, “I believe it was the n1a1 of Minn TIN'%. Chizkiyahu Melech Yehuda was ¥j93 10in himself
for minn TN'.” Kalmen continued, “Not only was he ¥j9) 10in for himself, but for everyone else as well! He made sure
that everyone learned. In his time there was not a little child in 281! yIx who wasn’t expert in all of the most complicated
nia%n of nxn1L and MNV. That’s what saved them! D'ax71 came down from DY and began to sing their songs, and when
211N10 woke up he found all his soldiers dead. With that in mind, let’s make a decision. Lights on or lights off? Tell me
something. If the lights are off do you have any guarantee that they won’t come in and smash us to smithereens?! We

took a vote. It's 18:18. I'm the ynan. | say, lights on. Rabbosai! Night seder has begun.

The Nevardikker bachrim learned for a while, had na7n n|7n, put out the candles, and went to sleep. Suddenly, the door
flew open and Shulvenoff and his troops came storming in. General Shulvenoff exclaimed, “We finally caught you
Bolsheviks! We are going to finish you off right now!” Kalmen Goldberg protested, “Nice to meet you, general. We're not
Bolsheviks, we’re Jews, and all we are doing is studying Torah.” “Quiet!” shouted Shulzenoff, “l am going to finish you off
right now!”
“let me explain to you something that my rebbe taught me. You are just a n'?w of the n%iv 7y 1ia, and if Hashem doesn’t

want us to be killed, we’re not going to be killed, and there’s nothing you can do about it.” For some reason, Shulzenoff

General Shulzenoff took out his gun and stuck it into Kalmen’s face. Kalmen didn’t flinch. He just responded,

put away his gun and ordered his men to march the boys to the center of town where all the Jews would witness the
execution. Kalmen addressed his bachrim, “Rabbosai, pack up all the 0190 you can, take your |'2'an, and breakfast for
tomorrow morning.” Shulzenoff and his men roared in laughter as they led the bachrim away. Somehow, the soldiers
made a wrong turn and instead of marching them into the Jewish area, they were marched outside the city limits right
past a huge mansion that was now occupied by General Bergenoff, who was one of the greatest commanders of the White
Army. Bergenoff had been receiving complaints that his soldiers were too busy looting, and plundering that they weren’t
fighting the Bolsheviks. When he looked out of his window and saw Shulzenoff and his men marching a bunch of skinny
Jewish boys at gun point, he became upset. Sticking his head out of the window he yelled, “I will finish off those prisoners
for you. You get out there and take care of the Bolsheviks!” With that, the bachrim were led to General Bergenoff's cellar,
where they were held for a couple days. Believe it or not, the general provided them with candles, and they sat and
learned. When their food ran out, Kalmen Goldberg davened, “Hashem, please. If it is Your will for us to live, please give
us food. Whatever You want we will accept, but please give us food so we will survive.” Just then the door opened up, and
General Bergenoff walked in with a huge white challah which he got from the Jewish baker. He provided the boys with
safe conduct passes so that the boys could get out safely. Eventually, Kalmen Goldberg emigrated to the United States.
When the Chofetz Chaim heard this story, he was deeply impressed by Reb Kalmen’s courage, and bitachon. In 1938 when
Reb Elchanan Wasserman T'"'n %"'XT was in America, he walked across the street from where he was staying to visit Reb
Kalmen and verify the details of the story. His son Reb Simcha 7''XT would say it over. By working on our emuna and
bitachon, they will be there for us in even the most difficult of times.
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Is it permissible to squeeze liquid from a fruit or other food?

One may not squeeze juice or any liquid from a food on Shabbos. However, this
prohibition is applicable only if one is squeezing the food for the purpose of having the
juice. Therefore, if one’s intention is to remove the liquid from the food because the
liquid is not desired (e.g. removing excess oil from cooked food), or if the juice is only
incidentally extracted (e.g. while slicing a fruit) then it is permitted.®

If a fruit is being squeezed so that its juice will enhance a solid food (e.g. lemon juice to
enhance a slice of fish or a salad), the fruit may be juiced directly onto the food.
Additionally, if one wishes to add lemon juice to another liquid (e.g. tea), the lemon
may be squeezed onto a solid such as sugar (not honey) which is then added to the
liquid, provided that the juice becomes mostly absorbed into the sugar.

Note: The following further restrictions included in the prohibition of sorting (Borer)
are common with squeezing lemons:

e |tis not permissible to use a net when squeezing the lemon to capture the pits.

e |[f one is squeezing a lemon onto sugar and a lemon pit falls onto the sugar,
many Poskim forbid the removal of the pit even if a small amount of sugar is
removed with it. Rather, the pit should be removed with a significant amount
of sugar surrounding it, or one should remove the sugar from the pit.

e Squeezing an entire lemon may be a transgression of Borer. Therefore, this
should only be done for immediate use (e.g. for a tea that will be drunk
immediately or during the meal immediately following). Similarly, one should
only squeeze an entire lemon for lemonade if the resulting drink will be
completely finished immediately, or within the meal immediately following.

Is it permissible to hold a grape or olive in one’s hand and suck out its juice?

In terms of squeezing, grapes and olives are in a unique category and it is therefore
preferable not to do so. However, one may suck out the juice once the grape or olive is
in one’s mouth. The juice of all other fruits is permitted to be sucked even when the
fruit is held in one’s hand.

10lives and grapes are an exception and may not be squeezed even if one’s intention is for the olive or
the grape and not for its juice (i.e. to make it less moist).

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

| heard N?TaN in Shul this week, but my wife didn't hear yet..

QUESTION 1

Can | say N7T2aN again to be X'XIN her?

QUESTION 2

Can she make her own n7T12N?

QUESTION 3

If she could make her own, can | drink the wine for her?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

With long naw afternoons, I'm looking to keep my kids busy with some toys. Can we use..

QUESTION 1

..Lego?

Answer: The (N"D-2"W) N1INQ MWD writes that there are 3 different ways of attaching objects; very tight,
firm but not too tight, and loose. Objects that are attached very tightly are n1Inn |n 110X, firm but not too
tight is D220TN I0OX as we are concerned he might make a very tight attachment, and loose is allowed. One
could make a solid argument that Lego is considered a loose attachment and is allowed. However, if one
would argue that it is a firm attachment then it would not be allowed. Still, one can be lenient, as the
N that one may make a very tight attachment doesn’t practically apply to Lego since there is no way
of making a very tight attachment, and many anyway hold it is considered a loose attachment which is
allowed. (See Answer 2 for another reason to be lenient.)

continued....
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continued....

QUESTION 2

..Clicks?

Answer: Clicks tend to have a firmer attachment than Lego, possibly making it more of a problem.
However, there are still two solid reasons to be lenient. Firstly, as mentioned in Answer 1, there is no way
to tightly attach them, possibly removing the TIO'N of firm attachments. Secondly, the n1IN2a Mwn writes
that "D"72 '10'2"- covers of objects, may be tightly attached and removed from the object. The W'\ |ITh
explains that since the cover can never be left on permanently, as this would limit the usage of the object,
it isn't considered a form of N2 as they can't be considered becoming one entity even when tightly
attached. One could argue that the same thing is true about Lego and Clicks. Were they to be
permanently attached, it would take away the entire use of the toy; to build and take apart in order to
build again. Therefore, there is room for leniency on toys with even very tight attachments, and definitely
just firm attachments.

QUESTION 3

..Magna-tiles?

Answer: Magna-tiles are considered a loose attachment and have no nmn issue. Still, they have a large
Halachic issue. The (2"2-I"0OW) N1IN2 MmN writes that one may not make four walls with a roof that is a No0
high on N2y, even if he has no interest of creating a 7nN, no matter how flimsy it is. The mere creation of a
complete 7nX is not allowed. Therefore, one may not put magna-tiles together in a way that it forms such
an 7nXN, which practically removes the ability to play with them on naw.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Give or Take
Part 111

Recap: When Meshulam, a wealthy miser,
suddenly began doing chesed and giving
tzedakah, his customers begged him for an
explanation. He told them that he had changed as
aresult of a dream. He begins to relate his dream,
in which he was deathly ill, but his family refused
to use his money for top doctors or medicine. They
claimed they couldn’t afford it, because they
wanted a larger inheritance.

The dream continues:

My wife looks pointedly at the clock as the doctor
begins to examine me. “Remember, do this
quick,” she urges the medical man. “I don’t want
to have to pay you for the full visit.”

“Doctor! I'll give you anything you want!” I
contradict in my weak voice. “The money here is
mine, and | will pay. Examine me properly, and
try your best to save my life.”

The doctor performs a very cursory examination.
Almost as soon as he bends over me, he’s already
straightening up and washing his hands from the
basin on the table. “You are very ill,” he
pronounces solemnly, though he isn’t telling me
anything I didn’t already know. “If there’s any
chance for you to get better, it’s only if you take
a certain medicine three times a day.”

“Three times a day!” my wife yelps, and I can
almost see the money signs dancing in her head.
“That’s a lot of medicine.”

The doctor doesn’t respond. He writes out the
prescription and hands it to her. “Be sure to fill
this as soon as possible. You can’t play around
with your husband’s life.”

He follows my wife out of my room, where he
expects to be paid. | sorely hope she comes to her
senses and gives the man his money. For all her
claims to the contrary, we can afford to pay him
his full fee.

I close my eyes limply, completely spent. The
experience with the doctor hadn’t been easy, but
| am grateful that | will now be getting the
medicine that will hopefully help me recover my
strength. With this relieved feeling, | doze off.

When | awaken, my wife is back at her usual chair
beside my bed, murmuring Tehillim. She smiles
when she sees that I am awake. “I went to the
pharmacy and filled the prescription,” she says,
lifting a bottle of small pills.



“You got exactly what the doctor prescribed,
right?” I ask, just to be sure, remembering what
had happened the last time she’d gone to the
pharmacy.

She hesitates for a moment. “I got the most I was
able to afford,” she said in a testy tone.

“You mean you didn’t get what the doctor
prescribed?!” My voice is hoarse, and even
though I am shouting, it doesn’t come out louder
than a raspy whisper.

She shifts in her seat. “What I am supposed to do,
Meshulam? The doctor charged a fortune just for
looking at you, and the medicine he prescribed
was the most expensive one in the drugstore. |
couldn’t spend so much money on a dying man!
It’s just not responsible.”

I closed my eyes. It was the same argument, all
over again. | knew just as well as she did how
much money was in our bank account. More than
enough to buy the entire pharmacy, let alone a
single bottle of medicine. But my wife was
refusing to see reason, and there was nothing |
could do to change her mind.

I allowed her to give me the medicine, the weak
and worthless medicine, and resigned myself to
my fate. | could feel it in my bones; my end was
near. | would not recover from this illness.

I grew weaker and weaker, and just one day later,
| pass away. It is in the middle of the night when
my body gives out and my soul leaves it. I am
having an out-of-body experience, watching
myself, unmoving, and my family standing
around my bed, crying. My wife was now a
widow; my children, orphans.

“We have to get him out of the house,” my wife
says suddenly. “Call Masha, she’ll bring him to
the chevra kaddishah.”

Masha is one of our maids. She is duly
summoned, and my children help her load my
body onto a wagon. As the maid gingerly climbs
in beside my corpse, | see my children dancing
back excitedly into the house. No one, it seemed,
was too disappointed with my passing.

The wagon rides through the dark and silent
streets until it reaches the home of Reb Pinye,
head of the chevrah kadishah. Masha hurries up
to his front door and knocks. There is no answer.
Reb Pinye and his family are deeply asleep.

She glances back at the wagon and at the body
laying inside and continues to knock until
someone in the house finally wakes up. “Who’s
there?”” Reb Pinye asks cautiously.

“We need you!” the maid calls back through the
closed door. “Someone passed away!”

The door swings open, and Reb Pinye, in his
pajamas, regards her pityingly. “Who passed
away?”

“Meshulam, the wealthy tavern owner!” Masha
cries.

Reb Pinye’s expression changes instantly. “Ah,
Meshulam,” he says, smiling. “Wonderful. 'm
happy he passed away. Now he’ll finally get what
he deserves.”

He moves to close the door, but Masha is quicker,
and she sticks her foot in to block it. “You have
to bury him!” she demands.

“Who says?” he challenges.



“You’re the chevrah kadishah,” she reminds him.
“He’s a Jew who passed away.”

“Fine, I’'ll take care of the taharah, but it’s not
going to be cheap,” Reb Pinye says, crossing his
arms stiffly across his chest. “I charge five
hundred rubles for this service.”

“What do you mean?”’ the maid sputters in shock.
“The chevrah kadishah doesn’t charge for burials.
This is a chesed shel emes, not a business. My
mistress didn’t give me any money.”

“Meshulam didn’t do any chesed,” Reb Pinye
says indifferently. “I’m therefore not obliged to
do chesed for him. Either he pays, or he stays
where he is.”

Seeing that she will not succeed in changing his
mind, Masha turns around and makes her way
back to my lavish home on the wagon bearing my
corpse. She is worried about what my wife would
say, but she doesn’t have much of a choice.

“Back so quickly?” my wife asks as Masha enters
the house.

“Reb Pinye refused to take him,” the maid says in
distress. “He needs money. Five hundred rubles.”

My wife is enraged. “Did you hear that, Tuvia?
They want five hundred rubles or they won’t bury
Tatte! Are they insane? Do you know how much
money five hundred rubles is?!”

My oldest son agrees. “We can’t waste that much
on a dead person. Money is for people who are
still alive and need to eat. Tatte had his chance to
spend money when he was alive. Now he’s not,
and we can’t spend money on him anymore.”

“Tatte wouldn’t have wanted us to spend so much
money on a dead man,” little Ruchele pipes up.

My wife whirls on the maid. “We’re not paying a
penny,” she snaps. “You can tell that to Pinye.”

“He won’t take him!” Masha cries. “What am |
supposed to do then?!”

“Figure it out,” my wife says over her shoulder
as she leaves the room.

The poor maid is left standing there, wringing her
hands. “There are other members of the chevrah
kadishah, aren’t there?” she asks aloud.

Tuvia ignores her. It is Chaim who says, “You can
try Reb Ber, Reb Shaya, or Reb Itzel.” It is kind
of him to volunteer this information, but really,
shouldn’t it be my sons who are bringing my body
to the chevrah kadishah? Why did the maid end
up with this difficult task? How did | raise my
children to have such wicked souls?

Masha doesn’t seem very eager to ride in the
wagon along with a dead body, but she is well
accustomed to life of servitude and obeying
commands that she does not particularly enjoy.
Her head bowed, she exits the house and rejoins
my body on the wagon.

It is still dark outside, though morning is
approaching. Masha makes her way to Reb Itzel’s
house first; he lives closest to my home. She
pounds on the door, discomfort and worry lending
power to her usually submissive personality.

After a while, Reb Itzel answers the door, bleary-
eyed. “You work for Meshulam, don’t you?” he
asks, recognizing the maid.

“I did,” she says quietly. “He passed away
tonight, actually, and is in the wagon here. You
are a member of the chevrah kadishah. Perhaps
you can take care of the taharah and burial?”



Reb Itzel peers over her shoulder at the waiting
wagon. “I could do it,” he says slowly, an ironic
expression crossing his face. “But, as you surely
know, nothing in this world is free. Isn’t that what
Meshulam always said? It’s going to cost
money.”

“I have no money!” Masha replies, frustrated.
“His wife refuses to pay a dollar for this.”

Reb Itzel shrugs. “Nothing I can do to help you,
then. Try Pinye or one of the other members of
the chevrah kadishah. I can’t do this for free.”

Masha does not try to argue. She returns to the
wagon, sighing heavily, and makes her way to
Reb Ber’s house. This time, her shoulders are
slumped and her speech resigned as she repeats
her request, not really expecting a positive
answer. She does not seem shocked when Reb
Ber, too, turns her away.

The morning is rapidly approaching. By the time
Masha reaches the home of Reb Shaya, the fourth
and final member of the local chevrah kadishah,
she finds that he is already awake. He opens the
door after a single knock, dressed and alert, and
looks at her questioningly.

It’s hard for her to repeat her request, but she does
it anyway, forging ahead stoically. Reb Ber
doesn’t even bother to milk her for money.

“Absolutely not!” he quite nearly roars.
“Meshulam? Are you serious? I wouldn’t help
him for any money in the world. A rasha like him
deserves to sit here and rot until Mashiach
comes.”

He slams the door shut with such a vengeance that
Masha is afraid it will tear off its hinges. She
departs as hastily as she can and begins to ponder

her options. The chevrah kadishah refused to help
without pay, and my wife refused to provide
money to pay them. She is stuck with my body,
and she can’t return home with it.

“I’ll leave it in the bais midrash,” she announces
to the empty streets around her. And then she
proceeds to do just that. She tried the door of the
nearest shul, a small shtiebel, but it is locked.
Sighing, she treks a few blocks to the main shul
and turns the doorknab. It is open!

She pushes open the door and drags my dead body
inside. Wearily, she leaves it on the floor of the
women’s section, covered with a sheet, and flees
the building.

People begin arriving in shul for Shacharis, and it
does not take long for someone to notice the dead
body. Bunim, the fur merchant, who steps into the
ezras nashim to bind his tefillin, is first to trip over
my covered corpse. He recognizes the outline of
a body underneath the sheet and lets out a
strangled scream.

More people converge upon the woman’s section
and one brave man reaches over and tears the
sheet off my face. “It’s him,” he says dryly.
“Meshulam the tavern owner. Meshulam the
miser, the stingy one, the man who couldn’t spare
a single kopek for a person in need. Serves him
right!”

“I’m not willing to perform a free burial for a man
like that,” one of the chevra kadishah members
announces.

“You shouldn’t!” his friends all agree.

“Fine, but what’s he doing in the shul?” someone
demands. “Let his precious family enjoy his body.
We have no use for it here.”



And with that, a few of my former customers lift

my body and unceremoniously drag it back TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE
toward my home. My sons are outside, and when Vaadim & Shrmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"L
they see me returning, they do not look pleased at are now avaiable by phone.

all. They begin arguing with the men who had T S T
brought my body, but to no avail. The chevrah Opton T Vesdm v VG
kadishah continues to insist on the full payment W el ik ot

of five hundred rubles, and without that sum, they
will not bury me.

To receive Vaadim by emall or for questions and suggestions
call/text 6098071783 or email torasrebkalman@gmail.com

And so |, the wealthy Meshulam, owner of a Toras Reb Kalman
fortune worth hundreds of thousands of rubles, Lakewood New Jersey

: . 609.807.1783
lay there on the manicured front lawn overlooking

my sprawling mansion for many hours and even torasrebkalman@gmail.com
days following my death. My wife declines to

spare the paltry sum to secure my timely
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ONE HOT SUMMER DAY R MENDEL KAPLAN
WENT TOGETHER WITH HIS OLOER DAUGHTER TO
| VISIT HIS MOTHER ON THE LOWER EAST SIDE. -|

DON'T WORRY,
TATTE. I'LL STAY IN
THE CAR WHILE YOU 60O
UPSTAIRS.

OY!'I DON'T
HAVE A DIME FOR
THE METER.

WHAT HAPPENED?
WHY ARE YOU NOT
WAITING 8Y THE CAR?

TATTE, A MAN
DRESSED LIKE A
BEGGAR WITH TWO
COATS AND A WEIRD HAT
WALKED PAST THE METER.
HE NOTICED THAT IT HAD

EXPIRED AND PUT IN A
DIME, SO T'M HERE!!

) LEARIMIMG FIROM OUR LEADERS

77021
PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

OK, T'LL MAKE IT
VERY SHORT AND
THEN COME DOWN.

DON'T RUSH, IF IT
GETS TOO HOT T'LL
STAND OUTSIDE 8Y
THE CAR.

AFTER THE VISITING HIS MOTHER R MENDEL

DROVE AROUND THE NEIGHBORHOOD FOR

A LONG TIME LOOKING FOR THE KIND MAN
WHO HAD PUT A DIME IN THE METER.

NO, TATTE, REMEMBER
- HE HAS TWO COATS AND
A WEIRD HAT AND IS CARRYING
A LOT OF PECKALECH
(PACKAGES)!

THE NEXT WEEK, A JUBILANT R° MENDEL CAME HOME
LATER THAN LSUAL ON FRIDAY AFTERNOON.

ICH HOB EHM
GEFUNEN/ T FOUND
HIM/!

TATTE, WHO DID
YOU YOU FIND?

I WENT DRIVING AROLIND THE LOWER EAST
SIDE JUST TO LOOK FOR THE KIND MAN WHO
HAD PUT IN A DIME IN THE METER. I FINALLY
FOLIND HIM AND BAVE HIM A FEW DOLLARS/

R’ YISROEL MENDEL 97781 WAS BORN IN BARANOVICH, POLAND, TO DNIAN I AND INON KAPLAN. AFTER HIS MIND 71,
HE LEARNED IN N7IR DN N2V LUNDER R’ ELCHONON WASSERMAN /071, WHO ASSIGNED HIS SON NAFTALI AS A
NN, R’ MENDEL LATER WENT TO PN NV WHERE HE LEARNED LINDER R’ YERUCHAM LEVOVITZ onsy. R
ELCHONON WAS HIS 2TV, SUGGESTING SARAH BAILA, THE DALUGHTER OF R’ TZVI HIRSCH GUTMAN Y7783, THE 5 OF
BARANOVICH N2V, -IN 1939, bN‘\\’J’ 1N FIRST ESCAPED WITH HIS FAMILY TO VILNA WHERE HE LEARNED LINDER R’
YITZCHOK ZEV SOLOVEITCHIK 'J"S't AND THEN, WITH GREAT DYD), THEY TRAVELED TO SHANGHAI, JAPAN. AFTER WWIL
HE IMMIGRATED TO CHICAGO, IL, WHERE HE JOINED HIS BROTHER, R’ HERTZL, AS A ’27) IN 7'11]'1'? YITn M2 IN 1965,
HE MOVED TO NEW YORK AND JOINED PHILADELPHIA YESHIVA, HE WAS A )IX) IN LEARNING, IN 8RIDEING HIS NN
N7ND AND N1PI2AND NANN, AND LEFT AN INDELIBLE IMPACT ON ALL HIS D"T’ijﬂ HIS CLASSIC D)WY ON ]’\’)17’7
WERE PRINTED IN =)/ wm SOME OF HIS MORE NOTABLE D>TNYR INCLUDE R’ CHAIM MALINOWITZ 977¥3, R’ BEREL
WEIN 97781, AND R’ YOSEF MERMELSTEIN (ﬁl’\’)’ VNI OF NOVOMINSKD.
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MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.
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EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH

% Private Service

(1,10 X)) WP 1937 X223 TYin YaN2 M XY DTN D)

No person shall be in the Obel Mo’ed when he enters to atone in the holy place.

(Yayikra 16:17)
When the Kohen Gadol went into the Kodesh

Kodoshim to perform his awesome avodah, he was
alone. There was no one to see what he did.

This teaches us an important principle in avodas
Hashem. The best avodah of all is the avodah done
quietly and privately, as the Navi says:

TPOR oy noY vaxm — You shall walk
modestly with your G-d.!

Many times, there is a lot to be gained from
serving Hashem in public, in a group of people.

o7 N7T3 oy 273 - A large public
honors the king.

The more people there are, the more honor it

1 Michah 6:8.
2 Mishlei 14:28.

accords Hashem. Furthermore, serving Hashem
publicly causes others to see one’s actions and follow

suit. This is a kiddush Hashem.

But sometimes a person should choose the path of
n2Y vix:1, of serving Hashem modestly and privately,
because this enables one’s avodah to be for Hashem
alone, free of all other agendas. When people don’t
see what you are doing, you are doing it only for
Hashem. It shows true faithfulness to Hashem and

inner love of Him.

This may be compared to boiling water in a pot
on the fire. You can never get the temperature of
the water to rise above boiling point. Even if you
turn up the flame, the water won’t get hotter. But if
you boil water in a well-sealed pressure cooker, the
temperature can go up and up.

It’s the same with Torah and mizzvos. When a
person does good deeds in front of everyone, it is



only human nature to take pleasure in the fact that

his deeds are acknowledged, that people esteem him
for it. This puts a limit on the madreigah he can
reach. But if a person does his avodah privately and
secretly, only Hashem knows about it, so the more
kedushah he adds to his acts, the higher a level he can
reach. There is no upper limit. This is because there
is no personal gain or external considerations to cool

off the kedushah.

The Rambam writes as follows:

Although it is a mitzvah to learn Torah
at day and at night, a person learns most of
his wisdom at night. Therefore, if a person
wishes to attain the crown of Torah, he
should be careful about all his nights, and
not lose even one of them by just sleeping
and eating and drinking and similar
activities. Rather, he should utilize them

for Torah study and words of wisdom.?

This is not the only awesome thing the Rambam
has to say about learning Torah by night. He writes
more about it in the same place.

What is so great about learning Torah specifically
at night?

There are several reasons, and one is that at night,
most people are asleep and don’t see what you are
doing. If you gather strength and learn Torah at this
time, it is for Hashem alone, and the level of such
learning is exceptionally great.

The same applied to the Koben Gadol in Beis

3 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Talmud Torah 3:13.

IC T

Hamikdash. It people would see what he is doing,
he would not be able to reach the tremendous
level of kedushah required for what he did in there.
Performing his service away from the public eye
enabled him to rise to the right level. Chazal say
about the Kohen Gadol when he entered the Kodesh
Kodoshim:

When the spirit of holiness rested on
him, his face burned like a torch [as if he

was an angel].*
It is written:

WHD AN NYT MY 11 ONow )
N3 NTINQY i ROn 0D aan — The lips
of the kohen guard knowledge, and people
seek Torah from his mouth, because he is

an angel of Hashem Tzeva-os.

Here we see that Torah learning, too, grants
this awesome quality of being like a malach. Let’s
say a Jew comes home after a hard day’s work,
and he also kept up his regular learning schedule.
If he nevertheless gathers the strength to get up
at night and learn Torah or recite Zehillim, thus
fulfilling the verse 12792 37 *mp — “Arise and
sing at night”® — at that time, his face will truly
burn like a torch, like one of the angels, and he
will bring blessing upon himself, his family and all
the Jewish people. o

4 Vayikra Rabbah 21:12.
5 Malachi 2:7.
6 Eichah 2:19.
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%RSHA TopIC

% Mesirus Nefesh For

Shabbos

(77,7 X9p*) .02 >mM DN DNX APY? WX

TT T

A person should do them and live by them. (Vayikra 18:5)

The Torah tells us to live by the mitzvos. On
the one hand, this teaches us that preservation of
human life supersedes the laws of Shabbos:

One should “live by them,” and not die
by them.!

On the other hand, we see from Jews of
the previous generation who suffered in Nazi
concentration camps and Soviet work camps how
much it pained them to desecrate Shabbos, even
if it was just to stay alive. There were individuals
who went beyond the requirement of Halachah
and put their lives on the line for Shabbos
observance.

We will not discuss here how much beyond the
requirement of Halachah one is permitted to go
in such cases, but we do see that mesirus nefesh for
Shabbos observance seems to be something special

and praiseworthy.

There are three cardinal sins that one must rather
die than transgress. Similarly, in a time of shemad, if
an attempt is made to force Jews to abandon their
religion, they must die rather than commit any sin in
public, so as not to desecrate Hashemn's Name. This is
because a Jew’s very soul depends on these matters,
and we can’t save our soul by cutting off our soul.
It would be like someone
who fell into a pot on the
fire, and “saved” himself

by jumping out of the

1 Yoma 85a.

pot and into the fire. A Jewish soul can’t be saved by
doing severe sins that cut off the soul.

This is how those righteous Jews felt when
they were forced to desecrate Shabbos. Because
Shabbos is our very connection with Hashem, our
very attachment to the Source of life. Even though
Halachah does not require giving up one’s life for
Shabbos observance, those tzaddikim felt that if
they have to break Shabbos, even if it will save their
soul, it would be better to give their soul back to
its Creator for the sake of Shabbos kodesh, our most
precious spiritual possession.

However, this does not apply in cases of illness
and so forth. If one is ill enough that Halachah
permits breaking Shabbos, according to all views
it is a big aveirah to refrain from doing so. On
the contrary, even if the danger to life is relatively
remote, one must be very careful to

do whatever is necessary for the

sake of pikuach nefesh.

What we do learn

from these stories of
tzaddikim in the
past generation is
how very
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important it is to keep Shabbos, especially in tough

moments, such as when guests are on their way and
it is very embarrassing that something important
will be missing from the table, thus tempting the
host to be lenient about matters that he normally

would not consider doing.

The #nisayon could also present itself in
matters pertaining to speech, such as talking
about business on Shabbos. A person might hear
an important piece of information affecting his
financial matters and feel a burning desire to
discuss it with someone. All these are formidable

nisyonos.

The Chazon Ish wrote something that can be

applied to our topic:

There is a story about a certain Torah-
observant individual of this type. A
prominent guest came to his town, and
the Torah-observant individual asked
him to come and visit him at home.
The guest promised to come for a visit
on Shabbos night. The Torah-observant
individual was very happy about this
promise because it was an honor and a

pleasure for him.

What did the Satan do? He made the
Torah-observant individual forget to add
kerosine to his lamp, and he lit the lamp
before Shabbos with the small amount of

kerosine remaining from Thursday night.

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"l,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.
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And it was a Shabbos night in the winter
[when the nights are very long]. The guest
didn’t come yet, and the lamp started to

die out.

The Torah-observant individual was
unable to bear the shame of the guest
coming and finding him sitting in the
dark, so he added kerosine to the lamp on
Shabbos.>

In this story of the Chazon Ish, it was truly a
big nisayon that required a lot of dedication to
pass, because Chazal say that undergoing serious

embarrassment is almost like dying.

However, most Torah-observant

people
nowadays probably would not perform a Biblically
forbidden form of work in order to save themselves
from such an embarrassment. Nevertheless, we
still need a lot of self-strengthening when it comes
to matters that we are unsure whether they are

forbidden, or the issur involved is not so severe.

In such moments we should recall those
tzaddikim of the past generation who willingly
went through a Gebinom of fire and ice rather than
desecrate Shabbos kodesh in any way. This is because
chilul Shabbos uproots a Jew from the Source of life.
And mesirus nefesh for Sabbath observance attaches
aJew to the Source of life and the Source of blessing,

forever. ®

2 Sefer Emunah v’Bitachon ch. 4.
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