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The “Everybody” Chizuk
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The Sefer Hachinuch explains the shoresh hamitzvah to blow the shofar on the onset of the year of Yovel as
follows: During Yovel, a Yid is obligated to set his avadim free. Giving up a slave is a challenge. This slave has
been working for his master for years, possibly as an eved nirtzah for decades, and now he suddenly has to free
him with no compensation. When Bais Din blows the Shofar, it demonstrates that he is not alone in this challenge.
Every Yid in Klal Yisrael is doing the same, and the fact that everyone else is doing it makes it so much easier. As
the Chinuch writes 0°2777 AWV 12 QTR %12 M2AY PIPY D27 PRY.

Doing what everyone else is doing can often be negative, but we can also harness it for the positive. Recognizing
that there are so many other Yidden all across the world who are all being shomer Torah and mitzvos and
overcoming the many ruchniyus challenges of our times is a tremendous source of chizuk for us all. The next time
we are faced with a challenge, we can think about how many thousands of Yidden are facing the same challenge
and overcoming it, and feel the chizuk of 0°2771 AWYH 13 QTN 12 M2AY PIPPW 127 PRY.

Having But Not Needing
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Rashi explains the words ¥y2w5 03n1% an?aR) that Klal Yisrael will be bentched with so much produce that they
will be busy threshing the wheat until the point of batzir etc. And then Rashi explains the words o117 an%ax)
yaw?, that they will eat a little and it will make them full. These two Rashis seem to be contradictory. If they had
so much to eat, why was it necessary for it to be 1v12 77207, and if it was 1°y»n2a 77201, why did they need so much
wheat?

Rav Moshe Feinstein (/gros Moshe YD 3:71) provides guidance for Moros in America about how to be mechanech
children. He explains that the ribui of gashmiyus in America is a tremendous challenge for growth, and Moros
need to stress to the children that even though there is so much gashmiyus available, all with a heter, it doesn’t
mean Hashem wants them to run after it. On the contrary, running after faanugim and trying to having a good time
will only lead them on a slippery slope which will eventually pull them away from avodas Hashem, as has
happened to so many Yidden in America R /.
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Rav Moshe explains that this is the lesson Rashi is teaching us. Klal Yisrael were indeed bentched with so much
brachah, an endless supply of food. But the true brachah is not the ability to eat all of it, rather the ability to eat
little and be satisfied, even if there is so much else to enjoy.

Rav Osher Chaim Lieberman shlita, when saying over this Rav Moshe, would provide the following mashal:
Imagine someone sitting at a kiddush where the table is overloaded with cakes, cookies, cholent, kugel, meats,
herring etc. The spread is mouthwatering, yet after drinking the kiddush wine and eating a kzayis of cake, he already
feels full and doesn’t need to eat anymore. Would we call that a brachah, or a klalah? Rashi is teaching us that the
greatest brachah is to be able to feel satisfied and content with the minimum and not even feel the need for anything
more, even when there is so much more to be had.

This was the midah of Rabbeinu Hakadosh, Rebbi Yehuda Hanasi. Chazal tell us that Rav Yehuda Hanasi had Torah
ugedulah, and his table was laden with all the delicacies possible. Yet, before he was niftar he lifted up his ten
fingers and said that he 2125 8> 7177 22191 °n3ma &9, The midah of Rebbi was that even though he had everything, he
still had no need to enjoy it and was happy and satisfied with the bare minimum. That is the true level of 721731 770
TR D2,

The Strongest Threat
(72 ,09) PN ' OIN O3 DO N3 BT 2e? 2onhITND) 2ONONRTRY BIORR YN 2013 NNTTRTIN)

The Torah tells us that although we will suffer terribly from the Tochachah, Hashem will not allow our enemies to
completely wipe us out R L.

The Nodah B’Yehudah, who lived during the period of the French Revolution where Napolean tore down the walls
of the Ghetto and allowed Yidden liberties to dwell amongst the nations that they hadn’t had in centuries, explains
the pasuk differently.

2PY DR RN WIYW 317°2 R°7 19277, Hashem created the nature of non-Jews to hate Yidden. Yet, there are periods when
the non-Jews seem to like us. This is not to our benefit, rather it’s actually the climax of the tochechah. When the
umos ha’olam persecute us physically, it is difficult but it doesn’t threaten our identity as Yidden. But when the
umos ha’olam begin to accept us and treat us as equals, we are being threatened by an overwhelming ruchniyus
threat, that we may intermingle with the secular world to the point that we will lose our entire identity as Jews, as
unfortunately occurred to so many Yidden as a result of Napolean’s emancipation. That is the most pernicious threat
of galus.

2°noy3 X1 2°nokn X2, When the umos ha 'olam don’t reject us, that is when we face the strongest threat of >n>12 9577
anX. In such a situation, we need to be extra vigilant to stand strong and not to fall prey to this existential threat.
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The Perfect Wedding

Leah Mishlevitz was a mother of nine children, who was very sick. It was shortly before Succos and she was struggling to
hold onto life for one special event - the chasunah of her oldest daughter, and she was determined to make the event a
happy one. The families had even advanced the date of the wedding, hoping against hope that Leah would be able to
attend. However, her disease had spread, and just before Succos the family was informed that she had but a few days left
to live. Wondering what to do, the parents and kallah visited Rav Yitzchak Zilberstein, to seek guidance. Rav Zilberstein
listened to the shailah intently and tried to think of any possible way to permit the wedding to be held on Chol HaMoed. It
was a very difficult question and he decided that they should pose it to Rav Michel Yehudah Lefkowitz.

When the situation was described to Reb Michel Yehuda, the elderly rav’s eyes welled up with tears. He went to his
overflowing bookshelves and quickly removed a Maseches Moed Katan, determined to find a solution to this terrible
situation. After going through many different sefarim he paskened that it is permissible to marry on Chol HaMoed in such
a situation, on one condition; No celebration would be permitted - simply a chuppah, that was all. Sometime after Yom Tov
the wedding could be celebrated in the usual manner.

The Mishlevitzs were relieved and thrilled that they would be able to move up the date of the wedding. Just as they were
preparing to leave, Rav Michel Yehudah, his eyes red from crying, asked them to wait for a moment. He looked at the
parents and their daughter and made a suggestion. Although it is permissible for the kallah to marry on Chol HaMoed,
what ta’‘am would such a wedding have? A wedding with no dancing? It couldn't be! "Come, let us daven together that
your mother will live long enough for you to have a wedding the way you planned. A Yiddishe mama only wants a perfect
wedding for her daughter. She won't be happy otherwise." Rav Michel Yehudah then proceeded to recite Tehillim in a most
moving manner. After he finished, the family made a decision. They would not advance the date of the wedding!

Succos came and went and Leah held on for dear life. Sure enough, a few days after Yom Tov was over, she was wheeled
down to the chuppah together with her daughter. There wasn't a dry eye as the guests watched while Leah straightened
her daughter's gown and held her hand. Throughout the chasunah there was singing and dancing such as Yerushalayim
had not seen for many years. It was wedding that no one would soon forget — a true testament to the power of sincere and
heartfelt tefillah. A few days later Leah Mishlevitz left this world.
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Mr. Tobias

My father grew up in Philadelphia when there were not as yet frum schools to attend. He had, as a private rebbe in the late
afternoon, a "Mr." Tobias. When Mr. Tobias arrived from Europe, he was offered, by several well to do Yidden, a job in their
respective businesses. He realized however, that he would be unable to work around other Yidden. There was no way that
he would not be subjected to hearing Lashon Hora. He therefore chose to work in a real "Chinese Laundry". They spoke
Chinese, he spoke Yiddish: a perfect match in terms of what he held dear. While only a "Mr.", he knew the whole Tanach
as well as certain mesechtos milah b’'milah b*aal peh. He ironed shirts while chazering all day long. He earned a living, albeit
a rather scant one. But more important he never put himself in a matzav where he would be tempted or forced to hear or
speak Lashon Hora.

Hiddur Mitzvah

A few days before Succos, a dealer brought an esrog to Rabb Yehuda Leib Chasman. The esrog was undoubtedly kosher for
use, but it was not particularly beautiful. Rabbi Chasman told the dealer that at present he could not decide whether or
not he would buy it, but that if he does not find a nicer esrog in two days he would buy this one. Before the first dealer
returned, a second dealer brought some very nice esrogim to Rabbi Chasman.
Rabbi Chasman told his family, "l am not able to buy two esrogim, so | have to make a choice. Although the esrogim of the
second dealer are more beautiful, I'm going to buy the esrog that the first dealer brought me since | had already made up
my mind to buy it before the second dealer came to see me. To be truthful in thought is also hiddur mitzvah. The first esrog
is therefore the more beautiful one.

Davening on Shavuos

Rav Elyashiv once went to visit a sick talmid chacham on Erev Shavuos. During his visit, he mentioned the Sages' well-known
teaching that when Hashem gave the Torah, all of the sick and disabled people in the Jewish nation were healed. The blind
were able to see, the deaf were able to hear, and so on. Rav Elyashiv noted that this healing power is renewed every year
on Shavuos, and at that time a person may ask Hashem for a full recovery even for illnesses that might normally be
considered incurable. "At what point on Shavuos does Hashem heal the sick?" the sick talmid chacham inquired.
Rav Elyashiv thought for a bit and then answered, "At the time when the Aseres Hadibros are read from the Torah, that is
the time when a person may ask Hashem for healing.”

CHAYElNﬂ\'\’feel‘i l)/{wmhm;s Inspiration



Telzer Rosh Yeshivah

Rav Elya Meir Bloch ZT”L (1894 - 1955)

Yahrtzeit nav ">

Rav Aharon Kotler, in his hesped for Rav Elya Meir, described him as a yachid b'doro(unique in his generation) in
his approach to working for the Klal. Rav Aharon relayed that Rav Elya Meir had a definite opinion on matters and
would fight for his position. Yet when the majority of Gedolei Torah had decided otherwise, he would submit to
the majority and was just as strong as before in carrying out their position—which had now become his position.

He could live in harmony with those whose ideas he fought, and would treat them with the utmost respect.
Though he differed, and constantly battled against Mizrachi ideals, he cooperated with the Mizrachi leaders on
matters of common communal interest. They, in turn, held Rav Elya Meir in great esteem and affection.

Rav Elya Meir maintained strict sedorim for his own learning, which could not be violated except for emergencies.
But he had one kaballah which was inviolate—to learn at least an hour a day.

On the second night after he underwent his last major surgery, Rav Elya Meir lay critically ill, with tubes attached
to various parts of his body. He could not move and he could hardly speak. After a while, he said to his visitor, Rav
Chaim Dov Keller, "Lernen(learning)”. Rav Keller took a chumash and learned with him the parsha with Rashi. Rav
Elya Meir glanced at the clock from time to time, and when half an hour had passed, he said "Genug (enough)."
He was extremely fatigued and closed his eyes to rest for a while. Then he again said, "Lernen." After another half

r
/ T
C HAYEI NE\‘ff ee li l)’ Shabbos Inspiration



hour of learning, he said again, "Genug" with a smile of satisfaction on his face. He had finished his hour of

learning.

Rav Mottel Katz and Rav Mordechai Gifter once visited him in the hospital. Rav Elya Meir turned to them and said,
"From the time that | arrived at my full senses, | never missed my kabbalah to learn at least an hour a day, with
one exception, when | was wheeled into the operating room before dawn and did not regain consciousness until
after dark. But now | feel that to learn would be a question of endangering my health. But | will not permit myself
to forgo learning unless you pasken for me that | may."

Towards the end, when he was terminally ill, Rav Keller mentioned to him an observation he had made on a
passage in the Ketzos Hachoshen. As soon as Rav Elya Meir heard the "Ketzos" mentioned, his eyes lit up, a smile
crossed his face, and his voice became strong and clear. He said, "I made the same observation in one of my
shiurim." He then discussed the Ketzos with an enthusiasm and liveliness that belied his faltering physical state.
He passed away only two days later on a Shabbos morning, right after making Kiddush for his Rebbitzen in the
hospital.

One of his daughters, Chasya, survived the Holocaust. She married Rav Eliezer Sorotzkin of Kiryat Telshe Stone in
Eretz Yisroel. Rav Elya Meir remarried in America, and he had two children— Rav Yosef Zalman, Rosh Yeshivah of
Yeshivah Eitz Chaim in Monsey; and Miriam, who married Rav Dovid Barkin, Rosh Yeshivah in Telshe.

Rav Elya Meir always said that a Rebbi for Klal Yisroel has to be a mislamed—one who is continuously learning. He
explained that Moshe Rabbeinu was bidden by Hashem to show two signs to the Jews that he was to lead them—
his staff turned into a serpent and his hand became leprous when he removed it from inside his chest. Rashi
explains that the snake indicated that he had slandered the Jews (like the first nachash) by saying they would not
believe him and the leprosy was a punishment for having suspected innocent people. Moshe Rabbeinu was in
essence saying, "Look! I've suspected you wrongly and have spoken lashon hara against you." Rav Elya Meir
explained that though this declaration does not seem like a claim to leadership, it was! Moshe was demonstrating
that he had made mistakes, but was ready to learn. He was telling the Jews, "I can teach you, because | myself
can learn." Rav Elya Meir epitomized this teaching.

To be continued...

Taken with permission from “the weekly vort” by Mrs. E. Lerner
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

NPINA 902 NwIa

1. In what instance is a 77 mentioned in this week’s nw19?
a. Who is the only man the nn that described as a 77? *
b. Who is the only woman described as a n1i7? 2

2. Which unusual word is used regarding 52y, and is also used to start one of
the mav mym?

3. When is the number 50 mentioned in 912 nw9?
a. List two places where the number 50 is found in >npna.
b. List 9 other places in the N0 we find the number 50. >

4. Based on this week’s nwn9, explain the following series of numbers:
50, 30, 20, 10, 5, 3, 15, 10.

5. Which w5 in this week’s nw19 is impossible to do but one is 721y for trying?

6. There is a NoYN regarding me by 52y,
There is a N25N regarding me by ©9,
With me a great ©) once happened,
| was also part of a great tragedy.
| am mentioned in 92 nwH9.

Who am I?

7. | have two names,
| am the second,*
| am also the last of the three,
In this week’s nw19 | am first of the three and | have an extra letter.
Who am I?

Need a hint?
Lyypy nws
2 NN NUI9
® The answers are connected to each of the following:
1) n 2) omar 3) i 4) A oY 5) A op 6) 1Pwn 7) pwn 8) 019 9) YT nnndn
*in my family



Judah Katz
Cross-Out


1.

2.
3.

Answers

Regarding redeeming an »ay Tay - (V1,N9) Y17 )2 N ITTIN

a.  (7,270W) NN TTONTY
b. (5,9 MTT 715 AN OIMY NPN

M7

oav

a. 1) The 77 of an adult male.
2) The 77y of a field is based on
50 Spw per 9mn.

b. 1)nannam
2) The op>718 ©owNN of 0NN’

n2>9m.

3) oownn MY
4) myav

The order of the mwa) T7y:
1) oOww Ty DMIWYN NIPN 1OV
2) Oy TY WNRNN NP 193
3) wnpn TV YIN 120 NP o8
4) NoyNY DOWY 121 NP DY

NN

There is a 129N regarding me by bay,
There is a NoYn regarding me in by oMy,
With me a great v once happened,

| was also part of a great tragedy.

| am mentioned in 912 nwo.

Who am I?

Next week....

Last week’s Riddle:

He and | are identical words but with different mymp),
| am a reason a person can’t sacrifice a y27p,
He is a y29p,

We are both mentioned in this week’s nwAa.
Who am I? Who is he?

5) Payment by nnomny onx

6) YownNn I8N AN

7) yovnn bv Do) NNOD

8) onY worked and were
counted until the age 50.

9) DwHNN TNN by Y11 NHNYN
was given to the o>

- That houses in my cities have different mobon
- That o9 is celebrated on a different day

- by

- by the may2n

-mn

- 1 am a o that disqualifies a yn>

- nos (lame) and noo

,AIRY DM 12 RN PYY NTHIR INYY IRIATY
Y"1 1090 oY 12 TIT PR ,0”Y ApY TIT N2 191 1972 ,97T DNIAR 12 YIRY 1YY
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
Feel free to forward or distribute the Parsha Challenge.
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Pischei Parsha — Behar — Bechukosai
Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

RIDDLES

How many shemitah years are there in a set of 7 years?
It depends. When we listen to Hashem, 1. When we don’t, we will have to let the land rest every other year so
that it can produce crops, resulting in 4 “shemitah” years: rest, work, rest, work, rest, work, shemitah."

How many places in the Torah can you name where the number 7 is significant?
This list includes many examples, but there are probably more:
e Shabbos
Shemitah
Yovel after 7 shemitah cycles.
7 days of Pesach and Succos (mid’orysa).
7 weeks of sefiras ha’'omer.
Avraham made a treaty with Avimelech using 7 sheep.
Bilam, with wisdom, made 7 mizbechos.
The word “sheuah” — “swear” — is derived from the word “shivah” — seven.?
Certain tamei people experience 7 days of tumah, or achieving tahara.
Aveilus
The kohein gadol sprinkled dam downwards 7 times on Yom Kippur.
7 neiros of the menorah.
7 reki’im?
7 generations from Adam to Chanoch.
7 generations from Avraham to Moshe.*
7 mitzvos Bnei Noach.
7 days of hesgeir (seclusion) are required to monitor a nega tzaraas.
7 sprinklings on a metzora to achieve tahara.
The kohein sprinkled oil 7 times to achieve tahara for a metzora.
Yisro had 7 names.
There were 7 nations which inhabited Eretz Canaan
We shake 7 objects as the 4 minim.®
The kohein gadol would spend the 7 days before Yom Kippur in the Bais HaMikdash.
The kohein who would burn the parah adumah would spend the 7 days beforehand in the Bais
Hamikdash.®

What does “Yovel” mean?
e “Shofar,” in reference to the shofar which was blown on Yom Kippur during the 50™ year.”
e  “Moving” (such as in the word “movil’), in reference to the widespread “moving around” experienced
during the return of people and fields.?

How many halachos apply ONLY during periods when we observe the counting of Yovel?
o FEvedivri.
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The halachos regarding selling houses in a walled city.

The halachos regarding donating the value of a field to the Beis HaMikdash.

The halachos regarding selling a field received from one’s ancestors.

We accept a geir toshav (a non-Jew who accepts some mitzvos, but does not convert).
Shemitah is d’oraysa, both regarding working the land, and the forgiving of loans.®

Why don’t we observe a Yovel year nowadays?
The pasuk says to announce freedom during Yovel to “kol yoshveha” (all of the land’s dwellers), which can
only occur when Bnei Yisrael are settled in Eretz Yisrael, with each shevet in its designated area.®

How could having good crops be dangerous?
Other nations may want to attack us and steal them. Thus, Hashem promises, “If you keep the mitzvos, I'll give
you good crops AND you'll be secure.”"!

On which 2 yomim tovim do we celebrate the conclusion of a period during which people passed
away?

e Lag BaOmer — the talmidim of Rebbe Akiva.'?

e Tu B’Av — the generation which died in the midbar.™

Sometimes the Torah uses the word “mishkan” in reference to the Bais Hamikdash. Where do we find
an example of this in Parshas Bechukosai?

Hashem promises that if we keep the mitzvos, “V’nasati mishkani b’sochechem,” “| will place my mishkan
among you,”'* which must refer to the Bais Hamikdash,' since the mishkan was already with us when this
pasuk was said."®

”

When one redeems his own item from hekdeish by “buying it back,” he is required to pay hekdeish an
additional “chomesh” (1/5) of its value.'”” How much is a “chomesh” of 100?
25: this chomesh is calculated as the amount which, after being added, will be 1/5 of the NEW TOTAL (ex: 1/5

of (100+25) = 25).'8

How could a kohein become rich, just by being part of the right family?

If someone donates his s’dei achuza (a field which is part of his family’s inheritance) to the Bais Hamikdash,
and the treasurer of the Bais Hamikdash sells it to someone else, when Yom Kippur of Yovel arrives that field
becomes the property of the family of Kohanim whose turn it is to do the avodah that week.®

Chazak Chazak V’Nischazeik! - Take a guess: Sefer Vayikra contains how many...
pesukim? (859)
parshios? (10)
sedarim? (23) (Sedarim reflect a system of dividing Tanach which predates the secular introduction of
the commonly used “perakim,” and which relates to the 3 year /aining cycle which existed in Eretz
Yisrael, mentioned in Megillah 29b.%°)
pesuchos? (52)
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o sesumos? (46)

JUST CURIOUS

Did the Sanhedrin literally count, out loud, the years of the Yovel cycle, or were they merely required to
keep track of what year we were up to?
¢ Some hold that they would count each year of the shemitah cycle, keeping track of the individual year,
as well as what number shemitah it was in the Yovel cycle, like we count the days and weeks of sefiras
ha’omer.?' They would make a beracha, “Asher kideshanu...al sefiras sh’nei hashemitah,” or, “al sefiras
sh’nei hayoveil,” and then count, for example, “Hayom shemoneh shanim layovel, she’heim shavua
echad v’shana achas.”
e Others are unsure if they actually counted and made a beracha, or just kept track of the year.??

Assuming the Sanhedrin generally counted the years of Yovel with a beracha, if they missed a year,
would they keep counting without a beracha?

Since the requirement of “temimos,” which indicates a complete counting, is only expressed regarding sefiras
ha’omer, but not regarding Yovel, it would seem that they could continue counting in the following years with a
beracha. Hopefully Mashiach will come soon, and we’ll find out.?*

There is a mitzvah to blow shofar on the Yom Kippur of Yovel to announce that slaves go free. Why
doesn’t any other mitzvah have such an “alarm” (for example, “It’s time to burn your chameitz!”)?

It is very difficult for a master to free his slave, who has worked for him for almost 50 years. Likewise, a slave
often struggles when leaving his caring master. We blow the shofar to announce, “We know this is tough, but
be aware that everyone else is doing the same thing right now,” which makes the experience easier.?

The Yovel year began on Rosh HaShanna, but the shofar which signaled the slaves’ freedom was only
blown 10 days later on Yom Kippur. What did the slaves do in between?
They stayed in their owners’ homes without working. Instead, they ate, drank, and rejoiced.?®

During Yovel, we announce freedom for “all dwellers of the land.”?” Isn’t this relevant only for slaves?
o The owner is also the “slave” of the slave. For example, if there is one pillow, it is given to the slave.
When the slave goes free, the master is also “freed.”?®
e Since we are supposed to be nosei b’ol im chaveiro and feel the suffering of others, as long as any
eved ivri remains, no one feels totally free.?®

Parshas Behar contains the prohibition of onaas mamon (cheating someone monetarily)*® and onaas
devarim (hurting someone with speech)®'. Which is worse, and why?

Onaas devarim is worse, for it directly affects the victim himself, cannot simply be repaid, and regarding this
prohibition the Torah expresses the extra warning, “Fear Hashem.”*?
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Does the prohibition of onaas devarim apply to one’s family members?
Yes, including children, unless very necessary when offering redirection. Nonetheless, one who speaks gently
to his family members and avoids paining them will find life, blessing, and honor.*

After commanding us to help those who are in financial distress, and telling us not to lend money with
ribbis, the Torah concludes, “Ani Hashem Elokeichem asher hotzeisi eschem mei’Eretz
Mitzrayim...lihiyos lachem LeiLokim.”3* How does this mention of Yetzias Mitzrayim encourage us to
help others in their time of need?

The goal of Yetzias Mitzrayim was for all of Bnei Yisrael to serve Hashem. Our communal financial interactions
must contribute towards this goal, and if some are unable to participate in our national mission due to financial
struggles, we are all obligated to help them, and thereby alleviate their impediment.3®

We aren’t allowed to make an eved ivri perform avodas parech, such as unnecessary work. Even if he
doesn’t realize that he’s wasting his time, “V’yareisa MeiElokecha” — Hashem knows.*® If the eved
doesn’t know, and doesn’t get upset, why is it so bad?

Being kind to an eved ivri reinforces one’s awareness that Bnei Yisrael are the most honorable nation, and
brings one to love his people and the Torah. It should also force one to realize that just as this slave was sold
due to financial difficulty, the same fate could await one’s own family, if they do aveiros. Additionally,
respecting the eved helps one develop into a merciful baal chesed.*’

Does the prohibition of avodas parech apply to hired workers, who aren’t slaves?

Technically not, but one should apply the attitude gleaned from this mitzvah when dealing with anyone less
fortunate, because wealth and financial difficulty are constantly revolving: Hashem gives a person money for
exactly as long as He desires, and not a moment longer. Even if one has money stored away, or owns many
properties, aveiros can cause it to be lost chas v’shalom.3®

It is understandable that we must learn Torah to understand the mitzvos. Why does the Torah refer to
this logically required effort with the phrase, “Bechukosai teileichu,” calling Torah learning a “chok,”
as if we didn’t understand the rationale?°

Even if | know certain parts of the Torah very well, and | logically feel that | can “graduate” to other things, there
is a chok from Hashem to learn them again.*°

When a baby is inside his mother, he learns the whole Torah from a malach.*' When the mother walks
by, why don’t we have to stand up to honor this little “talmid chacham”?

This Torah, acquired without any hard work and effort, does not earn the baby any sort of honor.*?

Hashem wants us to know His Torah. Why did He make us forgetful?

So the Torah will stay fresh and we will always learn with excitement!*3

The way of the yetzer hara is to convince us to do a small aveirah today, a slightly bigger one
tomorrow, and eventually it tells us to do avodah zara.** Why does it use this approach?

The Torah describes a 7 step decline: lack of effortful learning, neglecting mitzvos, negative feelings towards
those who perform mitzvos, animosity towards talmidei chachamim, preventing others from performing
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CHAYEINY

‘Weekily ™A ife of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity
7NN’ DYN NITY2

'Rav Moshe Leib of Sassov was a great chasidishe rebbe in the generation of Reb Chaim Volozhener. His Rebbe,
R’ Shmelke of Nicholsberg, was a talmid of the Magid of Mezritzch and the brother of R’ Pinchas Horowitz, the ba’al
Hafla’ah.

Reb Moshe Leib lost his father at a very young age. Before he was nifter, Moshe Leib’s father cried out, “Hashem
who is the 1¥ia 72% DnY |nia is going to feed my nanx and my son, but what concerns me is who is going to teach
my son Torah?!” Little Moshe Leib heard his father's cry and even much later in his life he said, “all of the Tin'
n1inn that | engaged in from that moment on for the rest of my life was powered by that sigh of my father.”

Without his father, Moshe Leib and his mother simply didn’t have any food in the house. It was suggested that
Moshe Leib work as a watchman for the town baker. Moshe Leib was enthusiastic about the suggestion. “This isn’t
a kind of job that’s going to drag me away from learning,” he told his mother, “It's only a temporary thing! | could try
to study at night, and maybe review during the day. All | have to do is to sit out there, and every time a customer
comes by, I'll just keep an eye on his hands!”

However, it didn’t work out that way. That job didn'’t last long and people started paying him to be an all-around utility
mesharais in the neighborhood. That didn’t help Moshe Leib’s learning. His father’s last cry, “who’s going to teach
my son Torah?!” would ring in his ears day after day, as he would schlepp the garbage, carry packages and sweep
storefronts. Often, after Moshe Leib spent the day sweeping, cleaning, pushing, and shoveling, he would wander
off into the woods, and he would passionately cry to Hashem, “my father had only one son, if | don't fulfill his last
request of learning Torah, who will?!"” Moshe Leib would go on and on talking to Hashem. He knew, sooner or later,
if you are mispalel, and you are sincere enough, you will break through. He knew that there must be a way of
providing for his mother, and for him to be able to commit all of his energy and devotion, not to shovel garbage, but
to learn Torah.

One morning as he was digging in his backyard to clear up some of the weeds, perhaps with some thought that they
may be able to rent out the property for storage, he hit something hard. He realized that there was a box there, and
in the box were a couple of jugs. At first Moshe Leib wanted to discard them, but by chance he happened to look
inside. They were full of gold coins. Moshe Leib’s tefilos had been answered. His mother would now be well provided
for, and the path was clear for him to go out and search for a way to fulfill his father’s last krechtz.

Moshe Leib first went to learn from the Rav of Sassov who was a talmid of the Mezritzcher Magid. The Rav was
busy, but Moshe Leib was so temimosdik as he told the story of how HaKadosh Baruch Hu answered his tefilos and
father’s last sigh, that there was simply no possible way for the Rav to say no. He began to teach him each day. But
it didn’t quite work yet. The Rav simply couldn’t explain things to Moshe Leib. When Moshe Leib did understand it,
it was short lived. The next day he seemed to forget it.

! Rav Fishel Schachter, Tales of Tzadikim story #15, Dial-A-Shiur



Moshe Leib was distraught. The Rav lovingly said, “Maybe the problem is | just don’t have the zechus to be able to
teach you. Just because you don’t seem to be successful with my ability to teach you, that doesn’'t mean that
someone else can't teach you.” The Rav sent Moshe Leib to his friend the Rebbe Reb Shmelke who had just started
a Yeshiva in Nickelsburg. Again, like everything until now in Moshe Leib’s life, that was easier said than done.
Nickelsburg was far away, and it meant Moshe Leib had to say goodbye to his mother. His mother insisted that he
go and offered that he should take some of the treasure that he had found with him, being that he would be alone.
Moshe Leib refused. “I'm all alone wandering on the roads. What if robbers attack me? It is best that they have
nothing to take.”

Nickelsburg would become a major part of the development, the growth, and the flourishing, of the tzaddik Reb
Moshe Leib of Sassov. Moshe Leib received special siyata di’'Shmaya in Nickelsburg. The Rebbe Reb Shmelkeh
took a special hour every single day, where he sat and taught him. He became a great {zadik and talmid chacham.
Reb Moshe Leib got married, and returned to Sassov to be with his mother. When his mother passed away, Reb
Moshe Leib left Sassov with his family to travel to Apt where he eventually became the Rav and Rosh Yeshiva.

Many stories are told about Reb Moshe Leib. Some of them are legends, the authenticity of which is hard to verify,
but they definitely define for us and bring alive the spirit that creates these kinds of stories. Maybe they’re true,
maybe they’re not, but the fact they are told about Reb Moshe Leib is very illustrative.

Reb Moshe Leib was a tall man with a tremendous hadras panim. The older he got, the more he seemed to cast
the glow of a malach! His long white flowing beard, his peyos, the shine that radiated from his face, that special
smile — that was his signature.

One of the things that troubled the people about Reb Moshe Leib is that it just didn’t seem right that this talmid
chacham, this respected 1iTn 7iT), used to walk around with apples, and oranges, and bread, bulging out of his
pockets.

Reb Moshe Leib explained to the people that there was a story which caused him to accept this custom. ‘1 was once
sitting in the Bais Medrash, and suddenly a poor man came, and sat down in front of me. | went over to ask him if |
could help him, but before | had a chance to finish the question, he fell into my hands! | was sure he was dead. It
just so happened that that day my Rebbetzen knew | would not be home until late at night, so she put a little bottle
of schnapps and some cake into my coat pocket. owin 3412, | poured some of the schnapps on him. | slowly gave
him pieces of the cake. This poor man must have been wandering for who knows how many days without a morsel
of food, or a drop of drink in his mouth. | was convinced that | saved his life only because Hashem was kind enough
to be 'ntn that that food should be in my pocket. | could have had all the gold in the world, but it wouldn’t have
saved his life, because | never would have had time to run and purchase food. | made it a point never to step out
on the street without my pockets laden with food from thereon in.”

Reb Moshe Leib could have easily given up when learning was difficult for him as a child. However, he never stopped
trying and davening, and eventually became a 1iTn 27iT3. We too should never give up in our ei1pa for a closeness
with Hashem.
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Additional notes pertaining to an Eruv:

The Halachos of Eruv are detailed and myriad. Therefore, prior to embarking on the

—

construction of an Eruy, a person well versed in all of the intricate Halachos should
be consulted.

The following are some important details to follow when constructing an Eruv.

o The posts: The posts should be positioned within the opening that is
being enclosed by the eruv. For example, if a driveway between two
houses is the opening that is being enclosed, the posts should be
positioned at the edges of the driveway itself, on the sides of the houses,
and not in front of the houses.

The posts may not be positioned within an area that is already enclosed
(e.g. within a fenced in yard).

o The string or wire: The string or wire must be placed on top of the

posts, and should be pulled taut to avoid excessive swaying or sagging.

—

Is it permissible to carry an item from one’s home into a hallway or yard that
is shared with a tenant?

It is not permissible to carry an item from one’s home into shared property or into

a neighbor’s backyard, unless an Eruv Chatzeiros was made prior to Shabbos.

Specifically in the case of an area shared by an owner and tenant(s) or an area

shared by two tenants: According to many Poskim it is not permissible to carry an

item from one’s home into property shared with a tenant, or into the tenant’s
AN apartment itself, unless an Eruv Chatzeiros was made prior to Shabbos.

T, .. P ———————————

! According to Hagaon Rav Moshe Feinstein, the renter’s apartment is considered the
g property of the landlord, since the appliances found in the rental apartment are
owned by the landlord. The apartments of both the landlord and the tenant are
therefore considered as one apartment, and carrying between the two is permitted.
Therefore, one should make an Eruv Chatzeiros without reciting a brocha.

- ———— ey

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

My toilet got stuffed. Can | plunge it on Naw?

QUESTION 2

Something seems wrong in my toilet tank. Can | lift the cover off the tank to take a look inside?

QUESTION 3

Turns out the chain of the flusher got disconnected. Can | reconnect it?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

My son'’s braces are hurting him. Can he put some wax on them to relieve the pain?

Answer: Spreading wax is the NndX7?n of pnnn and may not be done, even though it will relieve the pain.
Even just attaching the wax without spreading it would not be allowed according to the n1N2 mwn
(N™-T"PN), as we are concerned one may come to spread it.

continued....

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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QUESTION 2

May someone put rubber bands on his braces during naw?

Answer: The (N”-1"'W) N1IN2 MWN writes that one may not put shoelaces on a shoe, if it is the first time the
shoelaces are being put on those shoes. This is because it is considered making a new "72; as the
assembling of a shoe with the shoelace completes the '"72. Similarly, one could make an argument that
putting on a rubber band “completes” the braces and wouldn't be allowed. However, since rubber bands
get changed more frequently, it seems that the rubber bands don't create the "72, as the braces are
considered functional 072 even without them. It may therefore be put on.

QUESTION 3

Can my child turn the key of his palate expander on naw?

Answer: The same way one may not fix a '72, similarly one may not “fix" his body. An example of this is nawn
(N™?7-7"w) N1IN2 discussing straightening out the limbs of a child. Therefore, turning a palate expander may
be a form of “fixing” the palate, and would not be allowed. However, there are some D'PoID who are lenient,
as the change in one’s palate is so minimal from just one adjustment that it can’'t be considered “fixing” it.
One can be lenient if there is a need.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Give or Take
Part'V

Recap: When Meshulam, a wealthy miser,
suddenly began doing chesed and giving
tzedakah, his customers begged him for an
explanation. He told them that he had changed as
the result of a dream. He begins to relate his
dream, in which he is deathly ill, but his family
refuses to use his money for top doctors or
medicine, since they wanted to save money. He
therefore dies and then undergoes judgement
before the Beis Din Shel Maalah. While he has
many good deeds, there are millions of black
angels testifying against him, created from his
refusal to do chesed.

The dream continues:

When I think that there are no more stories, a new
door opens. The people who emerge from this

door have a different kind of story to share. They
told tales of poverty and illness, of failed
opportunity and dashed hopes, but these people
hadn’t ever bothered to approach me for help.

“We knew there was nothing to come for,” they
explain simply. Their troubles, too, are my fault,
even though they have never asked me for
assistance. I was so wrapped up in my own
miserly attitude, they’d suffered alone, knowing
that the only thing they could expect from me was
degradation.

By now, there are millions of black angels
competing for space on one side of the scale. My
many white angels take up just a small fraction of
space in comparison. I no longer doubt the
outcome of my judgement. I continue trembling.
It will not be good.

“Your soul needs to be cleansed,” the Beis Din
shel Maalah pronounces. “But being that you are
a talmid chacham, you will be given a choice of
how you would prefer this to be done. Either, you
can go to Gehinnom, where the sins will be
cleansed from your soul. Alternatively, you can
return to the world as a gilgul. You will begin life
anew and will have the opportunity to rectify your
actions. Which do you prefer?”

I try to calculate the pros and cons in my mind.
“How much Gehinnom will I need to get?” I ask
hesitantly.

“A lot,” T am grimly informed. “You caused so
much pain and so much damage in the world, and
the ripple effect of your deeds continues to harm
people up until this day. It will not be easy to
cleanse your soul.”

I shudder as I imagine the unbearable torture that
Gehinnom would mean. But how could I risk
returning to the world as a gilgul? What if 1
wouldn’t manage to rectify my misdeeds? What



would happen if I unwittingly squander my
second chance? I hesitantly give voice to my
question. “What happens if [ am reborn in another
gilgul and do not atone for my mistakes?”

“You can’t escape from the sins you committed,”
the beis din explains. “If you don’t want to atone
for it with Gehinnom, you can try to atone for it
with a gilgul. You will be put into the position of
a giver, and it will be up to you to utilize the
opportunity to use the gifts you’ve received to
help others. If, however, you make the same
mistake again, when you die you will have double
punishment — once to atone for the aveiros you
did in this lifetime, and then again for the
misdeeds of your future gilgul.”

I don’t have to think too long. The risks of gilgul
are just too great, and the stakes are too high. “I
choose Gehinnom,” I say.

“Very well,” the angels acquiesce. They point me
to a long corridor and explain, “Gehinnom is
extremely hot, and it’s not possible for a
neshamah to go directly into its fiery embrace.
The extreme transition to such brutal heat is
unbearable. Instead, as you walk along this
hallway to Gehinnom, it will get progressively
hotter and hotter, until you reach the very heights
of Gehinnom at the end.”

“How long will I have to remain there?” I inquire
fearfully.

“A few months,” they reply. “You will remain
there for a few months until every shred of sin is
eradicated from your soul. Once you are
completely pure, you will be admitted into Gan
Eden, to enjoy the reward for the many mitzvos
you amassed in your lifetime.”

With these words, two angels begin to escort me
down the long corridor toward Gehinnom.

“March,” they order. “From this point onward,
there is no return.”

Flanked by these two angels, I comply, walking
down the hallway toward my punishment. I walk
and walk for what seems like many hours. The
temperature in the corridor is pleasant, and 1 do
not feel any heat as I continue marching toward
my destination.

After walking for what feels like a complete day,
the temperature begins to warm up, and I take off
my overcoat. We continue walking, and I peel of
my scarf and warm hat. I march some more before
removing my tie and then my shirt. It is
uncomfortably hot and stuffy. “Are we nearly
there?” I ask the angels.

“We are still quite a distance away from
Gehinnom, but we’re getting closer,” the angels
inform me.

The walk gets harder the hotter it gets, and I am
sweating profusely. Suddenly, the angels stop.
“We can’t continue escorting you any longer,”
they say. “We are too holy to tolerate the impurity
and evil burning up in Gehinnom, and although
Gehinnom is not close by, we can already feel the
bad in the air. From this point onward, the angels
of Gehinnom will accompany you.”

Two new angels suddenly appear, but I can easily
discern that these are of a different sort than the
ones who’d escorted me until now. These are dark
angels, with menacing expressions, and when
they each grab one of my arms, their movements
are not especially gentle.

Now, I am being dragged to Gehinnom by two
vicious angels, and the temperature is rising
steadily with every passing minute. My face turns
red and my legs begin to burn. I am gasping for
breath and screaming in pain. “Forgive me!” |
yell. “I promise to help others!”



“You should have done that when you were still
alive,” one of angels snaps at me as he pulls me
through the steaming passageway. “Now you are
dead, and 1t’s too late.”

The pain is terrible, unbearable, unlike anything
I’ve ever felt in my life. I can’t bear it! I can’t take
another minute of this heat! I feel like I’'m about
to pass out. My head is swimming... everything
goes black... I can barely take another breath...

But I’ve already died, and there’s no fainting after
death. I am forced to suffer every minute of the
heat without a moment of reprieve. The
temperature keeps rising. I am suffocating. I am
burning! I am on fire, I am trapped in fire, I am
roasting in fire, and this is just the road to
Gehinnom.

“Please,” I beg the angels. “I changed my mind! I
want to go back down to the world as a gilgul!
Anything but this!”

“I’m sorry, but that’s impossible,” the angel on
my left says, his grip never wavering on my arm
as he pulls me deeper into the heat.

“We were given the mission of bringing you to
Gehinnom, and we must fulfill our mission,” the
other angel adds. “We don’t have permission to
bring you back.”

“Please! I can’t bear this! Please take me back!” I
continue to plead. The temperature is so high now
that I feel like I am sure I will not survive another
minute of this, let alone a few months.

“We can’t,” the angels say again. “We don’t have
permission to do that.”

“But I learned so much Torah!” I remind them.
“Let the merit of my Torah give you permission
to bring me back.”

“You’re onto something,” one of the angels
admits. “The Torah you learned can have the
power to force us to accompany you back.
However, we will be penalized for not fulfilling
our mission. If you agree to undertake our
penalty, we’ll escort you back.”

“I agree, I agree!” I crow with relief. I turn around
and began to run down the corridor the way I had
come, escaping from the heat filled chamber. The
further I ran from Gehinnom, the less heat I felt,
until at last I returned to stand before the beis din
shel maalah.

“What’s going on here?” the beis din demands of
the two angels flanking me. “Once he passed the
point of no return, he can go in one direction only:
toward Gehinnom. How was he allowed to
return?”

“In the merit of the Torah I learned,” 1 say
beseechingly. “Let the merit of my Torah protect

2

me.

The beis din confers quietly for a moment before
accepting my argument. “Alright, but the angels
who returned you deserve to be punished,” they
declare. “They did not have the right to stop their
mission, and for that they deserve a lashing.”

“He agreed to accept the lashing upon himself,”
the angels at my side say quickly.

“Yes, I did agree,” I confirm. “I had no choice. I
could not continue down that road to Gehinnom.”

An angel made completely of fire rises, and I
close my eyes, awaiting my lashing. Seconds
later, I feel a searing whip come down on my
back. “AHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!” 1
scream. The pain is tremendous.
“AHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHHH!” I
scream again.



The pain is so bad that it wakes me up from my
dream. I open my eyes and look around blearily,
trying to gain my bearings. Was I really still in my
bedroom? I try to sit up, but my back cries out in
agony.

“Meshulam! Meshulam!” My wife is standing
over me in concern. “Meshulam! You are having
a nightmare! Why are you screaming like that?”

“I was just whipped by a malach,” I tell her. “Ow,
it hurts.”

“Whipped by a what?!” She looks at me
strangely, obviously concerned that I’d lost my
mind.

“Meshulam, calm down, it was just a dream. You
are fine. You had a dream that you were whipped
by an angel?”

I feel my back gingerly. My hand comes in
contact with raw flesh, and when I pull it away,
it’s bloody. I show my wife my red-stained
fingers. “I don’t know what it was. It must have
been a dream, but I really was whipped by an
angel.”

I carefully peel up my nightshirt and she glimpses
at the large, bloody gash on my back. Her face
becomes very pale. “Tell me your dream,” she
requests weakly.

And I do. I tell her the whole story, beginning
with my dream-illness and ending with my
lashing. It is clear to both of us that my dream was
not just nonsense, but a true depiction of the
future awaiting me if [ don’t start to change. Then
and there, we made up our minds that we would
become baalei chesed. We needed to give even
more than those who came to us needing to take.

eksk

Meshulam turned to his three guests. “This dream
took place just a few days ago,” he said, and
turned around. He lifted up his shirt, and the three
of them could see a deep, red laceration running
across his back. “As you can see, the lashing I
received is still visible on my back.”

“That’s unbelievable,” Srulik breathed.

“Although 1 felt uncomfortable sharing the story
with anyone, I decided to go see the rav in the
morning,” Meshulam continued. “After all, we
know that dreams are usually nonsense, but this
one had transcended sleep and left a tangible mark
on my body. I could not calm down, and I needed
the rav’s guidance and direction.

“The rav explained to me that I had received an
extraordinary privilege. While messages are not
regularly sent from Shamayim to people down
here in This World, in the zechus of all the Torah
I learned, I merited to receive a direct wake-up
call from Hashem, urging me to repent before it
was too late. I was lucky enough to be given the
opportunity to mend my ways now, so that I don’t
end up paying brutally for it when I pass on to the
World of Truth.”

Meshulam gave his guests a small smile. “I won’t
say it’s been easy. It’s not easy. I had to
completely change my ways. In a matter of
moments, | had to become a new person. I had to
shed my former attitude and correct my
instinctive responses to reflect my new persona.

“It’s been a few days already, and I'm still
working hard to ensure that my automatic
reactions are proper,” Meshulam admitted. “But |
remind myself over and over that those who come
to take are providing me with opportunities to
give, opportunities that I desperately need. They
are not takers, but givers. They are giving me the
merits I am desperate for, the atonement my



neshamah needs. Knowing this is what helps me
treat each person I help with respect and even
gratitude.”

His three guests just shook their heads wordlessly,
unable to express their emotions into speech.
Meshulam’s story was one they, too, would take
to heart. It was one they would never forget.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"!
are now available by phone.

USA 732.913.5616 or 718.557.7711
EY. 02.313.6038
Option 1: Yaadim given in BMG

Option 2: Shmussen given in Addphia
Option 3: Captivating stories taken from shiurim

To receive Vaadim by email or for questions and suggestions
call/text 6098071783 or email torasrebkalman@gmail.com

Toras Reb Kalman
Lakewood New Jersey
609.807.1783
torasrebkalman@gmail.com

Chap Arein!

Help spread Reb Kalman’s Torah!!

Are you involved in the yeshiva/school
system OR do you know of others who are?
Please let us know and we will ship hardcopy

samples for you to distribute!
email us at: torasrebkalman @ gmail.com

This is your chance to:
e Perpetuate Reb Kalman’s legacy!
e Be a part of history!

iL's here!
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BARANOVITCH YESHIVA WAS RICH IN THE HIGH
STANDARD OF LEARNING AND YIRAS SHOMAYIM,
BUT LUINFORTUNATELY THE MATERIAL SITUATION
WAS TERRIBLY DIFFICULT. R ELCHONON WAS
FORCED TO TRAVEL TO EUROPE AND AMERICA
TO RAISE FLINDS. WHILE IN ENGLAND, RAV
ELCHONON WAS GREATLY ASSISTED BY R’
OSHER STERNBLICH (FATHER OF R* MOSHE
STERNBLICH, SHLITA, RAAVAD - EIDA CHAREIDIS).

R’ OSHER WAS NIFTAR RELATIVELY YOUNG AND R’ ELCHONON
WROTE A BEAUTIFUL LETTER TO THE WIDOW AND ORPHANS.
HE ALSO MADE IT HIS BUSINESS TO VISIT THE ALMANAH ON

HIS NEXT TRIP. HE ARRIVED WHEN THE ALMANAH WAS OUT.

YASHER KOACH...
WHEN 1S YOUR
MOTHER COMING

HOME?P

IN AROUND TWO
HOURS.

OY, I'M NOT ABLE TO
WAIT SO LONG... B8UT LET ME
MAKE A 8ROCHA BEFORE 1
LEAVE,

R’ ELCHONON WAS IN A
RUSH TO LEAVE AND IN HIS
HASTE THE GLASS SLIPPED

FROM HIS HAND AND 8ROKE.

KINDERLACH, T
ACCIDENTALLY 8ROKE A
6LASS. COULD YOU PLEASE
GIVE ME A BROOM AND SHOVEL?
AND PLEASE APOLOGIZE TO
YOUR MOTHER FROM ME FOR MY
CARELESS BREAKING OF THE

WAIT A MINUTE... A
CHILD CANNOT 8E A
SHALIACH... HMM... T MUST
WAIT HERE MYSELF TO
APOLOGIZE.

REBBI, SURE... IT'S
REALLY NOTHING
TO BE CONCERNED
ABOUT.

RAV ELCHONON RETURNED TO THE
HOUSE AND KNOCKED ON THE DOOR.

oo
REBBI LEAVE
SOMETHING
BEHIND?

NO, I DECIDED TO
WAIT FOR YOUR MOTHER
TO RETURN AND PERSONALLY
APOLOGIZE FOR BREAKING THE
GLASS. LET'S LEARN TOGETHER
UNTIL YOUR MOTHER COMES
HOME.

REBBETZIN STERNBACH RETURNED
ABOUT TWO HOURS LATER:

v I'M SO HAPPY TO
SEE THE ROSH YESHIVA
LEARNING WITH MY CHILO!
JUST HAVING RERSI IN OLR
HOME 1S SUCH A KAVOD.
THIS IS NOTHING TO g€
CONCERNED ASOUT/

REBBETZIN
STERNBACH, T
ACCIDENTALLY 8ROKE
ONE OF YOUR GLASSES.
I'M VERY SORRY.

D2 NNPN ) WASSERMAN 57781, BORN IN 8IRZ, LITHUANIA, TO )3 D19 ' AND DN NIV, HE LEARNED IN TELSHE
UNDER ®' ELIEZER GORDON 97¥1 AND R’ SHIMON SHKOP Y778t AND ALSO IN VOLOZHIN. IN 1897, HE STUDIED
UNDER DN ' SOLOVEITCHIK IN 8RISK. IN 1849, HE MARRIED MICHLA, THE DAUGHTER OF NN 1 ATLAS (1) OF
SALANTY. ‘IN 1907, HE MOVED TO RADIN WHERE HE LEARN IN THE DOWTR Y912 AND WAS A Pan THYM OF THE NN
D»N. WHILE AT THE 5212, 1WNDN /1 LEARNED WITH NiddY 9o M KAHANEMAN 9181, WHO WOLILD LATER BECOME THE
N2Y> YNI OF THE PONEVEZH YESHIVA, FOR 18 HOLURS A DAY. IN 1910, HE MOVED AWAY TO BECOME D1 OF BRISK,
8UT RETURNED TO RADIN WHEN THE N2Y) WAS DISBANDED IN 1a14, AFTERWARDS, HE MOVED TO BARANOWICZE,
POLAND, WHERE HE FOLINDED HIS FAMOUS NW). HE WAS A DYNAMIC LEADER AND FORCE IN NI NTIN. DLURING
WWII, HE WAS T VTP 9Y 109), TOGETHER WITH HIS D>TRYM, AND SOO0 OTHER YIDDEN. HE WAS RENOWNED FOR
BOTH HIS MPTY AND HIS ANALYTICAL DY9. HIS D90 INCLLOE: NIIND N2IP, DY NP, DINND N2ip, AND
OTHER DOYATN INCLUDING THE FAMOUS NNPYNT NDIAPY.

5635-5701 1875-1941 vnn 1™

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>1p or y"wn nwn.
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D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DoviIiD PINCUS ZT'"L

MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

" THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF fnM3 9A7 13 3py Anmi 517 j3 9xws. g

EARLS OF WISDOM
FROM THE PARSHAH

Shemitah

(INNY 0190 7712 AWn DX T 12T

YINT NIV DY 103X TR YIKT UK IXIN 0D DK PIDKY IKIY? 339X 13T
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Hashem spoke to Moshe at Mount Sinai, saying: Speak to the people of Yisrael and
say to them: When you come into the land that I am giving you, the land shall rest as
a Sabbatical year for Hashem. (Vayikra 25:1-2)

Why is Shemitah mentioned in connection to Mt. Sinai? All the mitzvos were spoken
at Mt. Sinai! It teaches that just as the general rules and the details of Shemitah were
stated at Sinai, so the general rules and the details of all the mitzvos were stated at

Mt. Sinai. (Rashi)

Parshas Behar has a very special mitzvah, which is
the mitzvabh of Shemitab.

This mitzvah was a pretty challenging one
for Jews in ancient times to fulfill. For a full year
they could not work their fields, and they had to
relinquish ownership of the fruits of their trees, and
they needed to release all loans, too.

If a persons entire livelihood depends on

agriculture, as was the case for most people back

then, keeping Shemitah meant giving up a lot.
So what was the point of this mitzvah?

Keeping Shemitah demonstrates that a person’s
parnassab, his whole life, is in Hashem'’s hands. We
trust in Hashem and do His Will and put the pursuit
of our livelihood aside.

Now let’s try to apply this to life nowadays.
Most of us are not farmers anymore. Yet, there is
an important lesson for us, too, to learn from the



mitzvah of Shemitah.

The first pasuk of this week’s parshah mentions
Har Sinai. "nX7 50 772 7Wn Y& 11 211 - “Hashem
spoke to Moshe at Mount Sinai, saying.” We know
that Hashem spoke to Moshe many, many times. The
pasuk TR WN YR ' 9271 is the most common
one in the whole Torah. But here the Torah added
the words 730 1713, emphasizing the connection to
Har Sinai.

What’s the message?

We received from Hashem all the detailed halachos
of all the mitzvos at Har Sinai. This is learned from
the mitzvah of Shemitah, as Rashi explains, and on
a simple level, this is what the Torah is teaching us
when it mentions Shemitah in connection with Har
Sinai.

However, the comparison of all the mitzvos to the
mitzvah of Shemitah teaches us that the message of
Shemitah applies to all the mitzvos of the Torah, as
will be explained.

In ancient times, the Jewish people dwelled in
Eretz Yisrael, and they supported themselves mainly
by agriculture, as we mentioned above. And we
know that the Torah often tells us that if we keep
the mitzvos, we will be granted rain and abundant
produce of the field, as it indeed says in this week’s

parshab:

A XIRT TINI DOYA 0NV NN
P9 1 17w ¢V - I will grant your rains
in their time, and the land will give forth its
produce, and the trees of the field will give
forth their fruit.!

The Jewish people did not make money from
gold mines or factories or stocks and bonds. They

1 Vayikra 26:4.

lived off the fine fields and vineyards of Eretz Yisrael.

To appreciate the point, first let’s talk about
Shabbos for a moment.

When Shabboscomes,and aperson stopsworking,
this expresses that he places himself in Hashem’s
hands. It shows that his life and his livelihood are
from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. However, resting one
day a week doesn’t totally disrupt a person’s means
of earning a living. He can work six days, take a day
off, and pick up on Sunday morning,

What if you had to stop working for a whole
year? Without unemployment insurance or a paid
sabbatical or a side job or anything?

That was Shemitah. You need to let all your fields
lay fallow for an entire year. Naturally speaking, this
is a disaster. According to the way of the world, it
means you will go bankrupt. You even need to leave
your fields open for anyone to walk through. Not
only that, but if you had some money on the side,
and you loaned it out, you may not collect it after
Shemitah. Your money is gone.

All these details of the mitzvah express
a tremendous connection to Hashem. They
demonstrate how a person gives himself over totally

into the hands of Hashem and His Torah.

And this reflects on the nature of all the mitzvos
of the Torah, which are all compared to the mitzvah
of Shemitah as we explained.

Let’s say you would ask someone, “Why didn’t
you come yesterday to the shiur?” He answers,
“Listen, I had an important meeting with someone
in Manhattan” If you ask him, “Why did you rush
out of shul this morning before davening was over?”
He answers, “I got up late and I was in a hurry
because I had business to attend to.” And so forth.
There is no lack of examples that show how some
people place mitzvos as second priority and their
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parnassah as first priority.

This is why the Torah connects all the mitzvos to
Shemitah. The Shemitah year, with all its laws and
regulations, expresses connection to Hashem and
giving oneself over totally to Him. That’s how it
should be with all the mizzvos. We need to realize
that they are Hashems commandments, and He is
the One Who supports us. Our parnassah comes
from Him, so we should prioritize His mitzvos over
our work and business.

Regarding Shemitah it says:

XY 17 NYOaWI w2 YN AN 1KN O
>33 NK OMIXY AINRKIIN NX QORI K21 Y71
WOUY IRINT DR DY RWWa mwa 07
1w — If you will say, “What will we eat in
the seventh year, if we don’t plant and don’t
harvest our produce?” I will command My

blessing for you in the sixth year.?

Contrary to conventional thinking, keeping the
mitzvah of Shemitah will bring us more blessing
than would all the mitzvos of the Torah. If we place
our work and business dealings in the hands of

2 Vayikra 25:20-21.

Material Blessings

3CH QT

Hakadosh Baruch Hu, He Himself will take care
of us and make sure our households are plentifully

blessed.

This applies to us nowadays as well. A person
might feel his business matters take priority over his
shiurei Torah, or might generally find it difficult to
set aside time for Torah learning and other mitzvos,
because he is concerned it will hurt his parnassab.
However, by consistently and obstinately dedicating
time to learning, davening and other mitzvos, he

shows that he places his parnassah in the hands of
Hashem.

And when we put our personal concerns aside,
and leave it up to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, He will see
to it that we will be greatly blessed.

What about scheduling that important meeting?
What about putting in enough good hours of work
on a steady basis to earn a proper livelihood?

If we stick tenaciously to the times of Zefilah and
learning, and put our personal needs in the hands of
Hashem, we will be blessed in all our endeavors, as
shown by the mitzvah of Shemitah.

About this the Torah says, “I will command

My blessing for you,” and you will see great siyaza
d’Shemaya in everything you do. e

(v ,715 KIp7) YIVF DNYIKI 219 YN I

The land will give its fruit and you will eat to satiety. (Vayikra 25:19)

Parshas Bebar speaks of berachos. It tells us
about the abundant produce that Ererz Yisrael will

produce.

But why are the material berachos mentioned by
the Torah so agricultural? Why only bumper crops?

What’s wrong with silver and gold and diamonds?

True, most people used to be farmers, but there is

a more universal message as well.

A person blessed with silver and gold and jewels
feels self-confident. His treasures are in the safe and
he has a sense of security. Even if the whole country

is struck by famine, he can just pack up his riches



and take them with him to somewhere else.

But a farmer depends on rain and other natural
conditions beyond his control. He trusts in Hashem
and constantly raises his eyes to Heaven in prayer.

This type of gift doesn’t disconnect him from
Hashems; it only strengthens the bond.

When Hashem blesses us with health, good

3C3 N

children, and life itself, these gifts depend on siyaza
d’Shmaya. Ultimately, even a salary that comes in

every month depends on Hashem alone.

May our blessings only strengthen our
Emunab. If we make sure our blessings draw us
closer to Hashem, we will receive more and more

of them. @

Caring for Fellow Jews

(VY ,13 XIP”) .TAY NTAY 12 Tayn XY

Don’t make him do slave work. (Vayikra 25:39)

Back when the whole Jewish people were living
in their land, the laws of eved ivri applied. A Jew

would sometimes sell himself as a slave.

Regarding this the Torah commands us 210
Ty 19 — “It shall be good for him with you”
(Devarim 15:16). This teaches that the master
must provide the slave with living conditions
similar to his own. If the master eats fine bread
and drinks aged wine and sleeps on a comfortable
bed, he must provide the slave with the same. The
slave eats the same cuisine, and sleeps with a bed
and pillows and blankets no less comfortable that
those of his master.

There are also restrictions on what type of work
the master may ask his slave to do. It says, “Don’t
make him do slave work,” meaning that the master
may not force his Jewish slave to do things that are
demeaning, such as take off the master’s shoes, or
other demeaning forms of service that non-Jewish
slaves would normally be asked to do.

We learn from all of this a number of important
points regarding how to treat our fellow Jews.

Although these halachos are specific to the eved
ivri, the Jewish slave, as they come to protect him
from being overly degraded, we see from them how

concerned the Torah is with a Jew’s honor, even of a
Jew who fell to the ignoble state of selling himself as

a slave.

This shows how careful we need to be about the
honor and welfare of every Jew. Each member of our
people is a son of the King and should be accorded

princely honor.

When Moshe Rabbeinu said »12 'n nx 1
YR 01 - “So said Hashem: ‘My firstborn son
Yisrael...” (Shemos 22:22), this declaration was
not intended for the ears of Pharaoh alone. It was
so each and every one of us will know how to relate
to our fellow Jew, whether or not he is among our
friends and relatives, and this includes members
of our immediate family, such as our spouse and
children. They all deserve the greatest respect.

It says in the Torah:
7790 KD PAXD WK DXIV? 212 DDNRD
7792 12 - Regarding your brethren, the
children of Yisrael, a man and his brother,
you shall not rule over him harshly.!

Rabbeinu Yonah explains what we learn from this

pasuk:

1 Vayikra 25:45.



One should not subjugate his fellow

Jews. If they are in fear of him, or they
are ashamed to go against his word,
he should not command them to do
anything, big or small, unless they agree
and it is for their good, even if it is just

heating up a water kettle or going out to

buy a loaf of bread.?

People are often not careful enough about
this. Let’s say you ask a neighbor’s child to go do
something for you. If he truly agrees on his own to

do it, no problem. But sometimes he doesn’t really

2 Shaarei Teshuvah 3.

gRRSHA TopIC

want to do it, and he is too embarrassed to refuse. If
you send him out on such a mission, you are actually
exploiting one of Hashem’s beloved children, and

this is not right.

We also need to concern ourselves with the
honor and welfare of every Jew who is experiencing
troubles or who is being taken advantage of. We
need to take care of him and be compassionate to
him. Anyone who shows compassion will be shown
compassion by Heaven, as it says, D1 % 10N
729 701 - “He will show you compassion, and

be kind with you and increase you. o

3 Devarim 13:18.

Extra Respect

(10,33 X)) .NINAY YaW M NAYT NINnn 02Y DRY90)

You shall count for yourselves, from the day after Yo Tov... seven weeks. (Vayikra 23:15)

Get Ready for Torah

Sefiras Haomer is a time of preparation and
purification in advance of Matan Torah. It is a time
of clarification for every Jew if he is fitting to receive
the Torah. This is why the talmidim of Rabbi Akiva
died during this period for not having treated each
other with sufficient respect.

It was taught: Rabbi Akiva had twelve
thousand pairs of talmidim, from Geves to
Antifras, and they all died in one period,
because they did not treat each other
respectfully.!

1 Yevamos 62b.

This
relationships affected their very right to live. If a

imperfection in their interpersonal
person does not behave properly, with the requisite
derech eretz, he is not fitting to come to Kabbalas

Hatorah.

What about at other times? Did these talmidim
act respectfully to one another during the rest of the
year?

It could be that also at other times, Rabbi
Akiva’s talmidim did not show enough respect to
cach other, and in Heaven it was held it against
them, yet it did not cause their death. But at the
time of preparation for Torah, in the period of
clarification after clarification, birur achar birur,
this imperfection was more blatant, and had a



greater effect, to the point that they were punished
by death.

The more a period is suited to spiritual growth
and elevation, the greater is the demand on a
person to perfect himself. This was the time of
preparing for Matan Torah. Each person was
scrutinized more intensely to see if he was fitting
for Torah. This is why Rabbi Akiva’s talmidim died

at this time.

Torah Atones
It says in Sefer Nefesh Hachayim that Torah

learning has the power to atone all sins, and someone
who occupies himself with Torah learning does not
need the korbanos to atone for him. The power of
Torah will make a kaparah for him and bring him

forgiveness for all his sins:

Occupying himself with Torah learning
atones all the iniquities of the person who
sins.... Come and see how great the power
of Torah learning is, for it purifies the
sinners of the Jewish people, when they do
teshuvah, even if they committed avodah

zarah....

If a person occupies himself with
Torah learning for its own sake, even if he
previously sullied himself with tremendous
sins and iniquities, and sunk deep into mud
and filth and plunged to the depths of evil,
nevertheless, by occupying himself with
Torah he can be sure and confident that the
light in the Torah will bring him back to the
right path.?

Rabbeinu Yonah said a similar thing. He detailed
the ways to attain atonement for the various sins.
Some sins necessitate receiving lashes, and others are

punishable by death at the hands of the Rabbinical

court, or by kareis. The severity of the sin determines

2 Nefesh Hachayim 4:31.

the means by which it is atoned.?

Rabbeinu Yonah went on to say that if a person
desecrated Hashem’s Name, even suffering will not
atone for it. Nevertheless, Torah atones.

He can find atonement by constantly
learning Torah and toiling in it. Hashem
swore AMINIY M2 X9 13 13V 1931 DX
09y TV - “The sin of the House of Eli
shall not be atoned by animal offerings
and grain offerings, forever.”* And Chazal
say that by “animal offerings and grain
offerings” they will not be atoned, but
they will be atoned by Torah learning.”
This shows that Torah learning heals even
very grievous illness. Thus it is written
about the Torah: o»n Yy 11wWH x990 -
“The healing of the tongue is the tree of
life®?

The power of Torah is so great that it atones for
all sins, even for that of chilul Hashem.

Why is this so? How can Torah learning atone
for ostensibly unforgivable aveiros?

Torah and Mitzvos

The world is run according to a system of
Divine law and order. If people do this, the
result is that. This orderly system of Divine rules
relates to the AMitzvos. There are 613 mitzvos,
corresponding to the 613 organs and limbs of a
person. Every mitzvah corresponds to a certain
part of the human body and establishes its place
in the world. This is the spiritual-material setup
that governs the world.

But Torah is not part of this system.

Torah is above all this law and order. It is the very
essence of life and of the world. So Torah brings

3 Shaarei Teshuvah 4.

4 1 Shmuel 3:14.

5 Rosh Hashanah 18a.

6 Mishlei 15:4.

7 Shaarei Teshuvah 4:16.
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kaparah for all a person’s aveiros, even for things
that korbanos can’t atone. Torah is above the whole

system.

This is what Sefer Nefesh Hachayim was saying,
that by occupying himself with Torah learning,
a person can purify his soul even if he sank to the
depths of filth and evil. And this is why Rabbeinu
Yonah said that a person will attain atonement even
for the sin of chilul Hashem, as “Torah learning

heals even very grievous illness.”

More than Human

There are two levels that a person can be on.
He can be human, and he can be higher than
human. The level of “human” is that of a Jew who
properly learns Torah and observes mitzvos and
corrects his character traits. The whole reason
why human beings were created was so they will
correct their character traits according to the
directives of Torah and mitzvos and live their
lives in a Toradik manner, such that their acts of
chesed and careful mitzvah observance express

their dignified humanity.
Higher than this is the ben Torah. The Torah

learning of the ben Torah is different and more
exalted than that of a regular Jew. His character
traits and mitzvah acts are something else. They
are not a matter of form and shape, of maintaining
proper order. His very being is attached to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and the Torah.

Someone who deprives himself of sleep in order
to examine the sugya yet another time is called a ber
Torah. Only if a person’s hasmadahb in Torah is not
limited to times and schedules does he live in a place
that is above the world.

A ben Torah is held to a much higher standard

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"|,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

in his relations with others. In every situation and

no matter what, he needs to act like a ben Torah and
display chesed and rachamim. There is no such thing
as a certain person or a certain behavior that he can’t

tolerate.

In this time of preparation and clarification
before Matan Torab, a higher standard of bein adam

[thaveiro is expected of us.

It is specifically in this period of time that the
talmidim of Rabbi Akiva were held to account
for not treating each other with due respect. In
order for the world to exist in a proper manner,
the place of Torah needs to be like it should.
Behavior that shows lack of respect has a negative
impact on existence itself, and when they died,
“the world was desolate,” as Chazal say. This
implies that the world has no existence and life

without bnei Torah.

It is hard to maintain such a high level of
connection to Torah, mitzvos and midos tovos. But

we need to know the truth for what it is.

The way to get to the madreigah of ben Torah
is in stages. Attachment to Torah learning or
connection to Tefilah, working on tikkun hamidos
or performing mitzvos in the best manner one
can. Each person by doing what he has a personal
connection to, can be on the ben-Torah level of
relationship to Hashem, as his connection to it
is not dependent on schedules and times, thus

making him above the world.

Just as the Torah grants existence to the world, so
the ben Torah bears on his shoulders the existence
of the world. This is the adam hashalem whose
deeds hold up all of Creation, and he is thus doing
an endless and unlimited chesed. He is the place and

the existence of the world. e

For comments, dedications and donations:
W nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
Do you want to receive the weekly edition?
Send us an email.
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