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Spiritual Children
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Rashi explains that even though the pasuk only enumerates the descendants of Aharon, it still refers to them as
toldos Aharon u’Mosheh because 172° 198 210277 1°7¥ 79V ,770 17020 12 72900 2.

The Rambam at the end of Shemitah V’Yovel writes that Shevet Levi was designated to serve Hashem and therefore
they did not receive a portion in Eretz Yisrael and they don’t participate in wars or in making parnassah. The
Rambam then famously writes 131 127 R@WI WK 95 XOX 7292 "7 vaw XY The level of Shevet Levi, of being
completely dedicated to Hashem, is not reserved solely for people who are physical descendants of Shevet Levi,
but to anyone who dedicates themselves to the derech hachayim that Shevet Levi represents — complete dedication
to Torah and avodas Hashem.

Perhaps this is why the Torah specifically chose to teach us the lesson of 179° Y2°R2 7730 17°21 12 %17 %5 when it
came to describing the lineage of Shevet Levi; to allude to the fact that when it comes to being part of Shevet Levi,
it’s not only the physical ancestry that counts, it’s the fact that one follows in the ways of Shevet Levi to dedicate
oneself entirely to Torah. By doing so, he can be considered part of Shevet Levi even if he isn’t a real descendent.

We can also learn from the fact that 179> 1982 210377 1°%¥ 7%¥n ,77I0 17°2m 32 a0 3. Chazal tell us that 277 oX
DM TN WP MIRAX 7 IRON? a7, only if a Rebbi is like a malach, then you should learn Torah from him. Why,
when it comes to Torah, does it make a difference if the Rebbi is like a malach or not? Why can’t a talmid learn
the chochmas halorah from a Rebbi who is a talmid chocham regardless if he is a tzadik or not?

The answer is 1777 12°K2 210277 VoY 17797 ,77I0 17220 12 72917 92, When a Rebbi teaches a talmid Torah, he is not just
teaching him chochmah, he is like a father who is bearing a child. He may not be creating his physical existence,
but he is creating his ruchniyus existence. It is understood that when a father bears his child, the child’s DNA is a
clone of his father’s, and he will inherit many of his father’s characteristics. If the father has good middos, he is
calm and pleasant, it’s likely that his child will as well. If the father has bad middos, if he has an angry and grumpy
personality, it’s quite likely that the child will as well.

The same applies to ruchniyus. When it comes to a person’s ruchniyus existence, the Rebbi is the father and the
talmid is the child, and when the Rebbi teaches the talmid Torah, the rebbis ruchniyus characteristics will be
imprinted in the child. That is why it’s so important to have a Rebbi who is not only a talmid chocham, but a
Tzadik as well.
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Importance of Seder
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In Parshas Bamidbar, the Torah describes at great length the exact seder of the machanos and masa’os in the Midbar.

Rav Aharon Kotler (Mishnas Rav Aharon Vol. 3 pg. 40) explains that the Torah is teaching us the importance of
seder, and if seder was so important in the Midbar, when they had nothing to take care of except for learning Torah,
how much more so is seder crucial in our hectic lives where we are living with so much behalah and distractions.

When Rav Baruch Sorotzkin and his Rebbetzin, the daughter of the Telsher Rav Ay ”d, were escaping from the
Nazis, they boarded a train that would take them on a long journey towards Japan, where they would escape together
with the Mirrer Yeshiva. On the train, Rav Baruch and his Rebbetzin made up that although they were in transit,
they would attempt to live their lives as usual, as if they were home. Rav Baruch kept his full sedarim, learning
throughout the trip. When it came to the meals, the Rebbetzin would set the tiny table they had to eat on, as if they
were in their dining room, complete with a tablecloth.

Without seder, there is no structure. When things are haphazard it is very difficult to be productive. No matter what
situation we find ourselves in, we should learn from the dor hamidbar to utilize the power of seder as much as
possible.

Precious Few
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Rishonim point out that Shevet Levi was considerably smaller than all the other Shevatim and there are numerous
explanations to explain why this occurred.

The Netziv (Ha’emek Davar) explains that we find in nature that the more precious something is, the more difficult
it is to grow. For example, fruit bearing trees take much longer to grow than barren trees. Likewise, the fact that it
is more difficult for Shevet Levi to produce more descendants is not due to any weakness, rather it is testimony to
how precious they are.

In many areas in life, we may try to produce results and are faced with challenges that seem to minimize our
accomplishments. When this occurs, we may think that this is due to our weakness. But the truth is, it may be that
the results we are trying to accomplish are extremely precious in the eyes of Hashem, and the more precious the
results, the more difficult it is to produce it; just as Shevet Levi was not able to bear as many children not due to
their weakness but due to their greatness!
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Torah Mitoch Hadechak

The Gemara (Berachos 5a) teaches us that if a person finds himself beset by yesurim, he should scrutinize his
deeds for any possible shortcomings. If he does so and does not find anything lacking, he should attribute his
yesurim to the aveirah of bittul Torah.

This Gemara needs explanation: How could his initial introspection have found nothing wrong if he had the
aveirah of bittul Torah on his account? Rav Dovid Breslauer shlita quotes the sefer Eretz Chayim who explains
that there are two aspects to the cheit of bittul Torah. The first is the failure to fulfill the mitzvah of learning Torah.
This, like all other aveiros, can be rectified through teshuvah. However, there is a more serious element to bittul
Torah: If one refrains from learning, he is forever lacking those hours when he could have learned. Even teshuvah
cannot bring back the time lost and the learning missed.

So what can he do? The Eretz Chayim answers this question by focusing on the language of the Gemara: If a
person finds himself afflicted with yesurim and there seems to be no cheit which could have caused it, he should
attribute the yesurim to bittul Torah. This means that he indeed had been guilty of bittul Torah but now finds no
“cheit, ” because he’s already done feshuvah for the bittul aseh. However, he is still lacking those precious hours
of limud Torah, and these yesurim are his golden opportunity to make up for those lost hours. How so?

Chazal (in Avos D ’rabbi Nosson) teach us: “Better one hour b fzaar than a hundred without zaar.” When a person
learns under difficult circumstances, these hours of limud Torah are a hundred times more valuable than learning
done under normal circumstances. If he is lacking 99 hours of /imud Torah, one hour of learning under adverse
circumstances can make up for that. This is why the Gemara says that if one finds no other cheit, he should
attribute his yesurim to bittul Torah He should recognize that the yesurim are a priceless opportunity granted to
him from Shamayim to make up for the hours of limud Torah that he lost.

When it is difficult to learn, we can be mechazek ourselves with the recognition that the difficulty itself renders
the time that we can learn that much more precious.
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Another Yosef in the Market

The Gemara (Pesachim, 968b) tells us that the Amora Rav Yosef asked, “Am I any different than the other Yosef’s
in the marketplace?” What is the meaning of this statement?

Rav Betzalel HaKohen of Vilna (Koheles Yitzchok, Bamidbar) explains that Rav Yosef, in his old age, was “shachah
Talmudo”, he forgot all his learning and was left a virtual “am ha’aretz,” to the point that his ta/mid Abaya had to
remind him of his teachings.

Rav Yosef told himself Xpiwa X2X QO 1195 D) RPT 8NP XINNIND X - if not for the day of kabbalas haTorah, he
would truly be just another Yosef. Rashi explains Rav Yosef’s statement, »nnmynn nn »nmdw, I learned Torah
and I was elevated.

Rav Yosef may have forgotten the Torah that he learned but the romemus - the spiritual elevation - that he attained
from those decades of toiling in Torah, remained. The romemus stayed with him, and therefore, Rav Yosef would
forever remain elevated far above the common Yosef strolling the streets.

What does this have to do with Shavuos, with “hahu Yoma”? Rav Betzalel HaKohen explains that the /uchos Klal
Yisroel accepted were ultimately broken. What then was left of the maamad har Sinai that we celebrate on the sixth
of Sivan? The answer is that the Gemara tells us 77IR2 M7 MM? 2w X7 7 17PN 1OWW 231 77N, A talmid
chocham that forgot his learning is like shivrei luchos, but even the broken luchos were placed in the Kodesh
haKadashim. Why? Because the romemus, the elevation of the maamad har Sinai and kabbalas haTorah, remained.

The same applies to Rav Yosef. Though he may have forgotten the Torah he learned, the romemus he attained from
the experience of limud haTorah remained long after the actual knowledge was gone.

There are periods of life that we feel romemus, but then we may feel like we slip and the romemus is no longer there.
But that isn’t the case. Whenever we learn Torah, we are nisromeim, and romemus remains. One who is elevated is
on an entirely different person than those strolling the streets.
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The Investment of a Lifetime

The dark clouds of war were still nowhere in sight. The best students of current events and the best statesman of the times
did not anticipate the darkness about to set in. Rav Avraham Shmuel Finkel, totally engrossed in Torah, poring over the
black letters etched on yellowing pages, certainly did not foresee what would be written on the pages of history about the
coming days.

Rav Avraham Shmuel had recently married the daughter of the Av Beis Din of Czechonovseh. The marriage had brought
him a very large dowry, and he went to Warsaw in order to search for a sound business venture into which he could invest
the money and increase his financial assets. After consulting with friends in Warsaw, he purchased large quantities of flour
and other basic foodstuffs at wholesale prices, to sell at slightly higher prices and thereby earn a fair but handsome profit.

Cannon fire upset the enterprise. The roar of battle resembling treacherous thunder ushered in one of the most difficult
periods of human history, World War I. Food shortages on the front lines quickly spread to cities and towns. The war brought
pandemonium to the food stores, and the shelves quickly went bare. In panic over what the future might hold, the masses
emptied the stores of all of the basic staples. As a result of the hoarding, food prices, even for staples, soared out of control
throughout Europe. For those in possession of such staples, it was an opportunity to make a huge profit and gain material
security for one’s entire life.

It was certainly an opportune time for our prince of mussar, who now had reached the age of thirty. He too decided to
assure his future and acquire his world in a moment.

He did not sell his flour for less than the inflated price. He did not even sell his flour at normal prices. He gave away the
contents of his storehouse for free! He distributed it to crowds of needy people, particularly to Rabbanim and other
Talmidei Chachamim, even though it left him penniless.

Someone very close to him asked him to explain his behavior. Rav Avraham Shmuel answered, “In an emergency situation
like this, when everyone is panicking over his material well-being and the fear of famine hovers over the masses, the ones
in the greatest danger — those who suffer most — are the Rabbanim and their talmidim, the Bnei Yeshiva. If anyone can
reduce their suffering, he is obligated to do so. The lives of many are at stake, so | took upon myself to fulfill the mitzvah of
saving lives.”

Not only did he give away his food supplies for free, to various needy people who had no other sources of assistance, such
as widows and orphans, he also gave away the cash that he had saved up throughout the years. He even gave away his Yom
Tov clothing!

Although he had left his father’s house with a huge dowry and returned with nothing, he knew that he had made a sound
investment for a much longer term!
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AlJew is alJew

This story begins with a woman from America who left Yiddishkeit at a young age, rachmana lizlan. She lived like a total
goy, she eventually married a goy, and she had a baby boy and raised the boy like a goy. Of course, we know what the
Torah says, that a Yid remains a Yid no matter how he acts, but this did not step the woman from living like a goy and
raising her son as a goy. She was always careful to keep her Jewish background a secret, and whenever the boy would
inquire about the family background she would simply say that they were goyim, their grandparents were goyim, their
great grandparents were goyim, and so on.

The boy grew and eventually finished high school. Now it was time for him to continue on to University. He approached
his mother and asked her for financial assistance in paying the high tuition costs. She said that she could not cover the
costs, but advised him to find a job and work his way through school by paying his tuition with the money he would earn
from his job.

Having no choice, he began looking for work and found a job as a waiter in a wedding hall. As he worked, he would notice
that each night large amounts of good leftover food was being thrown into the garbage. This included full portions of
very fresh good and expensive food.

The young waiter turned to the owner of the hall and asked him why he was throwing such expensive food into the
garbage at a time when there are many homeless people who don’t have what to eat. The owner gave the young man
permission to take whatever he wanted from the leftover food and distribute it to whoever he wished.

From that night on, this young man would go through the leftovers and pack up all the good food. He would then gather
together all the poor people in the area and would distribute the food.

A few months passed, and the boy continued giving out the food. He noticed something very strange with one of the
homeless people. When he would gather the people together they all came very quickly and they would eat the food
with great pleasure and appetite. But this particular poor person would always move away and sit on the side. Not even
once did he taste the food that this boy brought from the wedding hall.

The boy decided that he has to find out why this was happening and he approached the homeless man. “Why do you
move to the side, when | distribute the food? Aren’t you hungry like all the others?” he asked.

The poor man answered, “I hate Jews, and | will not derive benefit from a person with Jewish blood in his veins.”

The boy was very disturbed. “l understand that you hate Jews, but what does that have to do with me?” he responded.
The homeless man snapped back, “What does this have to do with you?! You are Jewish!” he said.

At this point the young man became even more confused. “l am a Jew?!” he asked.

The homeless person nodded with his head and said, “Yes you are a Jew.”

5
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“From where do you know me and how do you know that | am a Jew?” asked the boy.

“l don’t know you,” said the homeless man, “but | am almost sure you are a Jew. How do | know? Because | see that you
are a gentle soul with a kind and caring heart. Such kindness and greatness of character that you have shown by gathering
the leftover food from the wedding hall and distributing it to poor and hungry people, is very characteristic of a Jew. And
| hate Jews and will not have anything to do with them.”

Upon hearing this, the boy ran home and approached his mother. “Tell me the entire truth,” he said, “Do we have any
connection to Judaism at all?”

The mother had no choice but to admit the truth. She said, “Yes, | was once a Jew when | was a young girl, but this is all
history. | have left Judaism, am a total non-Jew, and so are you.”

The son decided to pay a visit to the local shul. There he asked the rav of the shul regarding his Jewish identity.

The rav explained to him clearly that since his mother is Jewish, even though she doesn’t act that way, he is automatically
Jewish. The rav also explained that a Jew cannot become a goy no matter what he does. From that point on, the young
man began learning more about his heritage, until he came to learn in Eretz Yisroel.

Today he is a successful bachur in a well-known yeshiva in Yerushalayim.

Here is Yeshiva

Rav Uren Reich related recently a story that Rav Gavriel Zupnik has recounted first-hand from his experiences in Shanghai:

In Shanghai there were strict military rules regarding where people could walk. Once, the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Chaim
Shmuelevitz, and a group of talmidim walked out of their designated neighborhood and were apprehended by the police.
They did not have the proper papers on them and were sent to a large prison cell. There, the Rosh Yeshiva and the
bachurim found themselves among murderers and criminals in these abhorrent surroundings.

Rav Chaim turned to the bachurim and said: “We are in a matzav of sakanah. Not just a sakanah gashmi but a sakanah
ruchni. We are accustomed to being surrounded by a group of Yeshiva bachurim, and here we find ourselves among low-
lives.

With that, the Rosh Yeshiva took some piece of material and created a makeshift mechitzah between the corner they
were huddling in and the rest of the room. "Here is Yeshiva," announced Rav Chaim. “We are in Yeshiva right here, not in
this prison cell. In this part of Yeshiva, we are learning Maseches Shabbos.” Rav Chaim stood up and said shiur throughout
the night to the bachurim on Maseches Shabbos!
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Iz Nisht Pashut

It was on Shavuos in 1954.

Rav Chatzkel had arrived at the Yeshiva’s Neilas Hachag, the traditional gathering held at the conclusion of Yom Tov with
food, singing and Divrei Torah.

As Rav Chatzkel arrived, the meal, singing and ruach were in full swing. As soon as the Mashgiach walked in, he was
asked to speak. Suddenly, the man who was always well prepared and always chose his words carefully was
speechless. The man who was always in control of his feelings was overcome with emotion.

As he stood there, his eyes surveyed the room full of the Yeshiva boys who had stayed up the entire previous night and
were still full of energy and passion as they sang and spoke words of Torah. And then, as if every boy in the room could
read the thoughts on Rav Chatzkel’s mind and see the words which were emblazoned on his heart, the bachurim fell
silent.

Rav Chatzkel, who had seen the destruction of the world of Torah and who had escaped the inferno of Europe with only
a small group of Yeshiva boys, looked at the room full of a new generation of budding Torah leaders. And at that precise
moment, both Rebbi and Talmid alike realized that Klal Yisroel will survive, that we will even thrive, that the Torah world
will live on.

At that moment, as the sun was setting in Bnei Brak and Rav Chatzkel was surrounded by true Yeshiva bochurim, he
knew that Torah was still alive and would grow and blossom in Eretz Yisroel and around the world.

And as he looked around, he could just bring himself to say three short words, “Iz Nisht Pashut” (“This is not simple;”
meaning, “I am witnessing something momentous”) .

He shook his head and just repeated, “Iz Nisht Pashut,” “This is not simple.”

Indeed, how correct he was.

T
/ z l 4
CHAYEINH‘/" eeh )Sh::hlmx Inspiration

10



Slabodka Rosh Yeshivah
Rav Mordechai Shulman ZT”L (1902 - 1982)

Yahrtzeit vav 12

Perhaps one of the greatest attributes of R’ Mordechai Shulman, Rosh Yeshiva of Slabodka, was his anonymity. His
greatness was so profound, so awesome, yet hardly anyone knew of it. Modesty controlled everything that R’ Mordechai
did. With only one goal in life — Torah study and spiritual growth — he raised a generation of students, forming them into
new spiritual entities under his loving care and guidance. R’ Mordechai, son-in-law of R’ Isaac Sher, Slabodka Rosh Yeshiva,
managed to accomplish this, as well as build the Slabodka Yeshiva in Eretz Yisrael from scratch, while remaining on the
sidelines, unknown to the world. Indeed, the Slabodka Yeshiva owes its existence to R’ Mordechai, who gave his life to its
development. Most people have heard of the famed Slabodka Yeshiva; but how many, outside of Slabodka, have heard of
R’ Mordechai Shulman? Indeed, he succeeded in his life’s goal of public modesty.

His modesty carried over to his private life as well. He lived a simple unassuming life, often separated from his family while
extending himself on behalf of the yeshiva. But no pressure or suffering was evident on his countenance; even his closest
students were unaware of his personal sacrifices. R’ Mordechai was a genius at hiding his personal problems and putting
on a shining face whenever he greeted someone. Every move he made and every word he spoke expressed his spiritual
joy, which infected anyone who was around him.

His modesty extended to his students as well. He was more a father than a teacher. He never said, “I demand this,” or “I
insist on this,” rather he would say, “This is how we are accustomed to act here,” or “This is how they speak in Slabodka,”
as if the decrees were made by others and he was merely carrying them out. Even when he felt compelled to criticize one
of his students, he spoke like a father upset at his beloved son’s misbehavior. One of the Gedolim of a recent generation
explained R’ Mordechai as follows: “His garment of modesty was so large that he succeeded in using it to cover himself
and the entire yeshiva.”

For more than half a century, he toiled to further the teachings of the Alter of Slabodka, not only in spirit but in the most
practical way. He embraced the path of Slabodka mussar in its purest form. He believed that every student must transform
himself into an intelligent ben Torah, asserting his individuality in all areas in Torah, in chessed, in his worship of Hashem,
and in his interaction with other people. Everything he said and did echoed this theme. R’ Mordechai Shulman was truly
the legacy of Slabodka.

R’ Mordechai Zev Shulman was born in Tiktin, Poland in 1902, the third child of R’ Simcha Shmuel Shulman. R’ Simcha
Shmuel was a student of Kelm, and then one of the first students of Slabodka, where he became one of the Alter of
Slabodka’s closest students. R’ Simcha Shmuel was a genius, a great talmid chochom, who received smicha from R’ Itzele
Peterburger, one of R’ Yisrael Salanter’s prime disciples. He was also renowned for his acts of chessed, devoting himself to
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Our Gedolim

the care of the sick and leaving home for nights on end to spend time with them. R’ Simcha Shmuel continued his studies
in the Kollel of Novardhok for several years after his marriage, under R’ Yechiel Michel Epstein, author of Aruch HaShulchan,
from whom he received smicha as well. He passed away in his prime, at the age of 41, leaving behind 8 young orphans,
the oldest being 15 and the youngest not yet born. R’ Simcha Shmuel’s oldest son accepted the yoke of supporting the
younger children on condition that all his brothers be sent to learn in yeshivos when they grew up.

When R’ Mordechai was six years old, he was sent to learn in the Bialystock cheder with his oldest brother, Aharon Tzvi,
who was then 9 years old. Even while very young, R” Mordechai was not content with the normal cheder curriculum,
always looking for ways to expand the scope of his knowledge. He had just started learning Chumash when he began to
pay an older student a few kopeks, taken from his meager allowance, to teach him in greater depth. In a very short time,
the diligent student advanced to a higher shiur.

Young R’ Mordechai often stayed in the beis medrash until late at night. The shammash was anxious to lock up. When R’
Mordechai pleaded that he be allowed to remain, the shammash agreed to give him an extra candle and allow him to
remain as long as he liked.

R’ Mordechai was only 12 years old at the time of his father’s petirah. Because there was no one to supervise his
development in Bialystock, he was sent to Brisk to live under the watchful eye of his uncle, R’ Chaim Yakov Shulman, a
dayan in Brisk, who served under R’ Chaim (Soleveitchik) Brisker. R’ Mordechai entered the yeshiva ketanah in Brisk, which
was then headed by R’ Elchonon Wasserman. One year later, just before his bar mitzvah, R’ Mordechai requested
permission to leave the yeshiva. R’ Elchonon persuaded him to stay for one more zman, promising to be his chavrusah. R’
Mordechai remained and studied Eizehu Neshech with R” Echonon.

The outbreak of WW!I and the evacuation of the yeshiva in 1914 brought his years in Brisk to an abrupt end. R’ Mordechai
was just bar mitzvah when the war forced him to begin wandering. He went to Stuvitz, where one of his relatives lived.
Aware of the young boy’s talents, his relative introduced him to the Chazon Ish, then a middle-aged man whose fame had
not yet spread in the Torah world. At their first meeting, the Chazon Ish asked R’ Mordechai to repeat something he had
learned. R’ Mordechai responded with an explanation he had devised to explain a difficult passage in the Rambam. The
Chazon Ish told him, “This is not the best way to approach the sugyah (with which the Rambam is dealing).” On the spot,
he began to learn the entire sugyah with R’ Mordechai from the beginning, until they reached the Rambam. This discussion
left an indelible impression on the bar mitzvah boy, influencing his approach to that sugyah for the rest of his life. This first
meeting lit a warm spark of love and friendship. The Chazon Ish spent hours studying and conversing with R” Mordechai.
Soon the Chazon Ish invited R’ Mordechai to join the group of students who lived in his home. R’ Mordechai jumped at
the opportunity, and in a very short time became one of the family. Under the guiding hands of the Chazon Ish, R’
Mordechai continued his climb to greater spiritual heights.

To be continued...
Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

92701 NVI9

1. What in this week’s nw19 has six arms and three legs?  (E. Schwartz)

2. Based on this week’s nw19 explain the following series of numbers:
3+3+1+3+3

3. Which identical letters go in all three blanks?
WAl ,NY i falv]

4. List twelve people mentioned in the NN that were descendants of 7.!
a. Which descendant of y7is hinted to in the n7n?

5. Whose death is mentioned the most times in the n7n? 2
a. List the four places in the N0 that it is mentioned.’

6. | am the father of royalty,
My sister married a p>73,"
| am famous for an act of courage,
| am mentioned on myay,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwMy,
Who am I?

7. My brother and |, helped during a time of tragedy,
In this week’s nw19, | was given a position of marwn,
My new position had major ramifications.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.

Who am I?

Need a hint?
Lonoe 123199 is counted as two descendants. Need more hints? One was his son, one was a craftsman, two are a mother and
her wayward son, two were D>X>w), one was a spy, five were fathers.
%It is mentioned in this week’s nwAs.
ZOnce at the time of their death, once shortly after, once in this week’s nw19 and once in DM NwAo.
Ao
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Answers

The n7mn had three arms on each side and the base rested on three legs. See »wn
ND,10 NN NWH.

The five minn — four containing three o>vaw each plus N5 MNK in the middle.
Y12 YR, OTLINY 12 NYINR L (TD,1D MNY) THDMNN 12 AINDNIN - NN

1) (09, W) 1712 DWVIN
2-3) (), NY RVN ) THDNN 12 NN - the assistant craftsman to dxY¥a
4) (0,19 MMN) MONIW NYRND 12 — the Yopn. (Although he was not part of 7 vVav — he
descended from y7 through his mother.)
5-6) (N>, 75 7N) 2T N2 MY - the mother of the Y5pn
7-8) (20,8 792712) »TYny 12 NYNNX — the Now) of y1
9-10) (2, NSW) *o193 12 Yoy — one of the 12 09N
11-12) (25,19 >yon) *o» 12 >pa — The Nowy of y7 after the 40 years
a. Ywnwis hinted to in apy> no73.

NIANY A7)
a. 1)>»nv - when they actually died 2) y3nx 2w nn Ny 3) This week’s nw19 -
when listing y9nN’s children. 4) onio - during the counting of »5 vaw.

| am the father of royalty, - from me came 77 a2 MoHN
My sister married 7y, - YawON married NN

I am famous for an act of courage, - By the o o

| am mentioned on v, - In M nbmn

| am mentioned in this week’s nwny,

Who am I? - 2TYNY 12 NYMN

Next week.....

Last week’s riddle:

| have two names,

I am the second, - in my family
| am also the last of the three, - of the man
In this week’s nw1a | am first of the three -1 am listed first
and | have an extra letter. - I am spelled with a 7y
Who am I? -apy

NOIN )2 1701, K1 12 DM ,NIRD YN 12 PRND PYY NTHRIAXR — NNHY NNIID
917090 TOIYN 1A TIT PN N7V APY TIT N2 NP2 1572 ,977 DNIAN 12 DINY 7D
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MMNY MM YOO

14



mailto:parshachallenge@gmail.com

CHAYEINY 72TNA — NWI9 'NNO

\\ T kl . Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings
cC ) RIDDLES

Shahbos Inspiration

What beracha do you make upon seeing 600,000 people from Bnei Yisrael, and what do the words
mean?

‘o'Tin pon..qN” — “Wise One of the Secrets”; of these many people, each one is unique, and Hashem
understands each one of them!*

What lesson can we learn from the way in which Bnei Yisrael camped in the midbar, which can be
applied every week at the Shabbos table?

Moshe was concerned that the shevatim would complain about their spots when camping, so Hashem told
him, “Don’t worry — Yaakov Avinu already told them these spots when they carried his body out of Mitzrayim.”
The Torah praises Bnei Yisrael for, in fact, not complaining about their spots.®

Who was the first Levi to be counted as a baby?
e Baby Yocheved was counted among the 70 children of Yaakov, when entering Mitzrayim.*
e When Levi was born, Leah noted that she had given birth to 3 boys®. So, arguably, Levi himself was the
first Levi to be counted as a baby.

Men usually say the pesukim which begin, “...o'ny%7 " 7nwan”® only 6 days a week, when wrapping the
retzuos of tefillin around their fingers. This week, we say it all 7 days. How so?

These pesukim are in the haftarah, and describe the bond which we will have with Hashem in the future.

JUST CURIOUS

In order for a talmid chacham to serve on the Sanhedrin, he must be able to use logical arguments to
“demonstrate” that a sheretz (a category of crawling creatures) is tahor, even though a sheretz is
clearly tamei.” Why would we require him to be able to “prove” something which he knows is actually
incorrect?

The Torah was given in the midbar, because only one who makes himself “hefker” like a desert can acquire
Torah.® One does this by humbly abandoning his preconceived notions, and instead being guided by the
Torah. Before serving on the Sanhedrin, a dayan must demonstrate his awareness of the fact that if he would
rely entirely on his OWN intellectual capacity, he could even convince himself of something which is patently
false, suck; as the tahor status of a sheretz. After he recognizes this, he is prepared to subjugate his mind to
the Torah.

Upon the construction of the mishkan on Rosh Chodesh Nissan, Hashem’s Shechina began dwelling
among Bnei Yisrael, so He counted them — on Rosh Chodesh lyar.’® Why did He wait a month?
Hashem’s Shechina was only considered to be fully dwelling among us after a period of 30 days had passed,
because it takes that long for one to be considered a settled resident of a town.**
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The pesukim which list the nesiim who assisted in the counting mostly follow the same format,
wherein the name of the shevet is read with the zakeif gadol trop (ex: ja1x1%). However, the names,
“Yww,” “no),” and “pna,” receive a kadma-zakeif katon combination (ex: 2)wwiy) What do those 3
have in common, which earns them this exception?

These 3 names each have 3 syllables preceding the zakeif; the other names have only 1 or 2. (Ex: “I'TY?,
“Wixy.”)'? (The word “nTin"?” does NOT have 3 syllables before the trop-bearing “1,” because the “” is
absorbed in the chirik-malei under the “7,” yielding, “nT-1n-"7,” which has only 2 syllables preceding the zakeif.
Similarly, although “jaix1,” “pi'7ar,” and “nwan” are pronounced with a sheva na under their first letters, and thus
contain 3 syllables when pronounced independently, when these names are preceded by a “?” the first
syllable’s sheva is transformed into a sheva nach and is absorbed by the “7,” yielding, “|2-18-1%7,” “-12-17,” “n%
nyj-1,” which have only 2 syllables preceding the zakeif. Although the name “nm9ox” has 3 syllables, and the
additional “7” adds a 4", it still doesn’t have 3 syllables preceding the trop, because the accented, middle

syllable “3” receives the zakeif — “D*i9x4.”)

Why did Moshe count each individual, instead of just asking each family, “How many people are you?”
Hashem told him to count them in an honorable fashion, with each person passing in front of Moshe with awe
and respect.” This opportunity for each individual to come in front of Moshe and Aharon, say his name, and
have them daven for him, provided everyone a big zechus, and granted them life.**

Why were only army-aged men counted?
At this point, Bnei Yisrael were still on track to enter Eretz Yisrael very soon, and this count would allow them
to assess the capacity of the army, without relying on a neis.™

Moshe excluded the Leviim from his count of Bnei Yisrael BEFORE Hashem told him to do so. How did
he know to do that?
e Hashem didn’t name a nasi from Shevet Levi to help with the counting.*®
e Shevet Levi was already noticeably different, because during the inauguration of the mishkan their nasi
didn’t donate korbanos, and they were already involved in guarding the mishkan.*’

The 12 shevatim were divided into 4 groups of 3, when camping and traveling. What were these
groupings based on?
Hashem arranged these degalim to create shalom, by grouping “friendly” shevatim together:
Machane Yehuda consisted of 3 of Leah’s children.
Machane Reuvein included the rest of Leah’s children, but since Levi had their own camp, they were
replaced by Gad, who was the oldest son of Zilpah, the shifcha of Leah.'®
Machane Ephraim consisted of Rachel’s children.
Machane Dan was a mix of the remaining sons of Bilhah and Zilpah. (When listing the nesiim, the
descendants of Bilhah and Zilpah are blended, letting us know in advance that the blending of these
shevatim wouldn’t cause tension.)*

Although Aharon’s name is mentioned in the context of counting the Leviim, there are dots on top of it
in the Sefer Torah, indicating that he wasn’t included in the final number.’ Why not?

Hashem took the Leviim to replace the bechoros, who participated in the Eigel HaZahav. Since Aharon was
forced t02p1>Iay arole in this aveirah, he wasn’t counted among the group which was replacing those who were
involved.
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There is a mitzvah for the Leviim to guard and patrol the mishkan and Bais Hamikdash. What are we
worried about?
Nothing — it’s purely for the kavod of Hashem, because important buildings have guards.*

What would happen to a Levi night-watchman who fell asleep on duty in the Bais Hamikdash?
The head guard (“n'an 20 w'X”) had permission to light his clothes on fire! Rebbe Eliezer ben Yaakov (a tanna)
related that it once happened to his uncle.?®

Shevet Levi was counted from a much younger age than the rest of Bnei Yisrael, but still had the
smallest population. How?

Shevet Levi had NORMAL population growth; the rest of Bnei Yisrael was oppressed by Paroh, and Hashem
said, “Let’s see who wins — the more you hurt them, the more | will MIRACULOUSLY multiply them!”**

IN YOUR OPINION

How much time typically elapses from when you recognize that something needs to be done, until you
get to work on it? Does it depend on the task, and if so, why?

“Hashem spoke to Moshe (telling him to count Bnei Yisrael)...on the first day of the second month...and
Moshe gathered the nesiim and Bnei Yisrael (for the counting) on the first day of the second month...” The
Torah repeats the date in order to stress the zerizus, alacrity, of Moshe, who was told to engage in the
enormous task of counting Bnei Yisrael, and began this project on that SAME DAY!%®

If you had 1 minute with Moshe and Aharon while “registering” for the count, what would you say?

Name something in your life that you take for granted, which is worth focusing on and appreciating,
such as something you can do now that was recently unavailable, etc.

One reason we were counted in the midbar was to help us appreciate that just a few generations earlier we
were a relatively small group of only 70 people, who grew into a full nation.?®

Have you ever seen someone act differently, depending on the crowd? (No names please.)
The shevatim of Machane Yehuda lived near Moshe and Aharon, and produced talmidei chachamim; Shevet
Reuvein lived near Korach, and produced rebels against Moshe.?’
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Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIV

The great Tzadik Rav Shalom Sharabi n2127 p'T¥ 121 assumed the mantle of leadership
during a most difficult time for 23w 972.1 All of 23! 972 was still hurting; they were
devastated by the terrible ovin 717'n of the Shabsai Tzvi saga. When the false moshiach
converted to Islam, so many Jews were left confused; they didn’t know what to do. Many
Jews had to leave Turkey. Many of them had sold their houses for nothing because they
were so sure moshiach would come. Many Jews were being beaten by the goyim. These
Jews had been so sure that Shabsai Tzvi was moshiach that they would spit into the faces
of the goyim saying, “We’re not scared of you anymore!” Now, when the tables turned,
they were frightened. Reb Shalom was a great Tzaddik and Mekubal in Yerushalayim of
that time, and it is said that what the Baal Shem Tov did for the people of Europe, Reb
Shalom Sharabi did for the people of Yerushalayim!

Reb Shalom, otherwise known as the w'"v, was bornin Tzana, a small impoverished town
in Yemen. From when he was a little boy you could see that he had a special nnw3; he
was so connected to his learning and davening. He would even get up at midnight to say
nixn [p'm and cry over the churban Bais HaMikdash.

At one point, young Shalom met a shliach from the Yeshiva Bais Kel, a Yeshiva of n*721pn
in Yerushalayim. For a couple weeks they spent entire nights studying together. Even after
the guest left to continue to travel on his mission to the villages of Teiman, they continued
to write to each other. He instructed Shalom on what to learn next, for he left many
writings with him and he tested him to make sure that he understood them properly.
From that time on, Shalom yearned to go to Yerushalayim and learn in that Yeshiva.
Shalom never stopped thanking Hashem for the wonderful opportunity he had to learn
with that special guest from Yerushalayim.

As a teenaged 11n2 he lost his father. His father was a great nan mn%n and 721pn. He was
known as Yitzchak the Peddler. Since parnassa was so scarce, Yitzchak the Peddler spent
most of his hours from early in the morning until late at night trying to etch out enough

1 Rav Fishel Schachter / Tales of Tzadikim #45-46 / Dial-A-Shiur
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parnassa to buy some bread or perhaps an extra challa for Shabbos. Little Shalom always
yearned to be able to learn from his father, and when he was 1091, Shalom was
devastated.

As the days passed on, Shalom realized that the situation in the house was going from
bad to worse. The neighbors kept bringing food, but they barely had enough for
themselves. Shalom took upon himself the responsibility to take whatever trinkets,
whatever jewelry his father had left, and travel to the Arab villages where his father used
to travel to try to earn parnassa for his family.

This was difficult for Shalom, but in his wanderings he felt a special closeness with
Hashem. When he pulled out the special scrolls that the Yid had left him, and he would
study from them, he would feel an even greater warmth. He would say to himself, “The
more a Yid is alone then the more he understands how he has to rely on the Ribono Shel
Olam for every little step. This is a good experience for me.”

But Shalom was to face an experience that he had not anticipated, and it would be
unbelievably frightening. It would be Shalom’s nisayon and test of a life time. It was similar
to the nisayon of Yosef HaTzadik with 19'via nux. Shalom passed with flying colors! He
actually jumped out of the window to get away. Before jumping he had time for a split-
second thought — Ribono Shel Olam, if | come out of here alive, | will do whatever is in my
power to run to the Yeshiva Bais Kel in Yerushalaim, and to learn there! And with that he
jumped through the air!

Shalom kept his promise. With his mother’s blessing and the blessings of his whole town,
he set out for Yerushalayim. It was a very long trip. It began with a fifteen-day journey on
foot to the port city of Aden, Yemen. He traveled through the mountains, even through
deserts. At night he slept between branches trying to hide himself from any potential
robbers or thieves. It wasn’t easy. There were many trials and tribulations; many nisyonos,
but Shalom knew he was doing the right thing; he felt he was coming closer now to
Hashem and therefore the Heavens would protect him.

When Shalom arrived in Aden he found that it was a tremendous port city. At first, he
was overwhelmed by the size of it. He never saw anything like it! After a couple moments
of absorbing the sight, he asked people where he could find the Bais Medrash. When he
finally arrived there he felt at home.

Shalom spent a day or two there resting up, and then he found a ship that was traveling
to India. The captain wanted a lot of money from him. Shalom begged and begged that

19



he should be allowed onto the ship with the money that he had available, and the captain
finally agreed.

In Bombay, India, Shalom realized that he had depleted all of his funds. Shalom wasn’t
the type to walk into the Bais Medrash and bang on the Bimah, and say: Well, I'm
deserving for you to support me; after all, I’'m being moser nefesh myself for learning!
Shalom always gave the appearance of a simple, simple person. He would sit in the Bais
Hamedrash all day and sway back and forth in front of his sefer. But if someone came over
and asked him something he would always shrug and say, “I-l really don’t know, | just say
ivrah.”

Shalom hired himself out, and he began to sweep streets, he washed down cobblestones,
he did anything! Schlepped packages! He didn’t want to ask anyone for money. He spent
as little as he had to on the basic essentials of what he needed to survive, and the rest he
saved up for a ticket to continue his journey to Eretz Yisroel.

Eventually, a ship unexpectedly stopped in India. The ship was now heading to the south
of Bavel which is the south of Iraq. They weren’t going to pick up passengers. Shalom,
however, saw the hashgacha, as nothing is really unexpected, everything that happensin
life happens with a plan. As he had done in Yemen, he begged the captain to allow him
on the ship. Seeing a certain wholesomeness, a certain yearning in the eyes of little
Shalom that he couldn’t say no to, the captain agreed to take Shalom on for the few coins
that he had earned.

When the sailors arrived at the port closest to Bagdad, Shalom’s only question was how
to get closer to Eretz Yisroel. He found out that he would have to join a caravan through
the desert to get to Bagdad. It was an extremely dangerous journey. Shalom was not
frightened at all. He knew where he had to go, he knew Hashem had protected him until
now, and so he waited for a caravan. It took several days, but he finally found one.

Sweeping streets in India was bizyonos for Shalom, but he didn’t think anything of it, he
just stayed focused on his purpose. It didn’t bog him down at all, all that mattered to him
was his relationship with Hashem. May his example be a sort of north star for us to strive
to.
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Weelily | Hijchos Shabbos
weiend - L— I nitiative ——

Additional notes pertaining to an Eruv Chatzeiros:

e Each homeowner participating in an Eruv Chatzeiros except the homeowner
in whose home the eruv is kept, should be represented by an amount of
bread/matzah slightly less than one half of a machine matzah. A maximum
of six matzos is enough regardless of how many homeowners participate.

e The matzos must be lifted up by someone other than the owner, who will be
koneh for the other members of the Eruv. Preferably, the person lifting the
matzos should not be a household member of the owner. If the food used
for the eruv becomes inedible, the eruv becomes invalidated for future
Shabbosos. It is therefore customary to use matzos, as they have a long shelf
life with little chance of spoilage.

e  When a Kosher communal eruv exists, all residents within the eruv are
included within the communal Eruv Chatzeiros. Therefore, an individual
residing within a communal eruv that may be Kosher should not recite a
Brocha on an Eruv Chatzeiros even if he is stringent and refrains from using
the communal eruv. Moreover, the individual should stipulate that if the
communal eruv is Kosher, he is not actually making his own eruv, since his
eruy can invalidate the communal eruv.

According to some Poskim, a person staying in a hotel should make an Eruv
Chatzeiros that includes any other Jewish guests that are present. The
public areas of the hotel should also be rented from the hotel management,
with money given to actualize the rental.

(G220

Is it permissible for an adult to wipe off pen, marker, crayon, or makeup
marks that a child scribbled on himself?

If the scribbles are merely marks and not a picture, they may be wiped off from the
child’s face.! However, it is prohibited to erase marks from a surface that one would
normally write on, such as a chalk board.

Note: One may remove the marks on a child’s skin using water by first placing water
on the skin, and then wiping with a paper towel.

1The prohibition of erasing applies Med'Rabanan even when not for the purpose of writing in the
same place. However, the Rabanan made this decree applicable only in a place where it is normal to
write.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on

a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.

yay-na na navn ‘5? NYY NNIDY MY



CHAVYEINY 221V YT NN

Weekly | JIVNN IN

Shabbos Inspiration IMN 1 |7)) I N7N) -] INT7ONNI...

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS IN
HILCHOS SHABBOS FOR THE ENTIRIEE FANILY

IINTNFT Y7 INN "V 11 - 27V 17N AT DA

VOL Il WEEK 30

-T"W Y'Y 'Y

The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

| don’'t open soda bottle caps on Nav, but | wanted to know about some other types of caps..

QUESTION 1

Can | open a “sports cap” water bottle?

QUESTION 2

What about a squeeze pouch (yogurt, applesauce) cap?

QUESTION 3

Is there any issue with beer bottle caps?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

My toilet got stuffed. Can | plunge it on Naw?

Answer: The 110X of N2 by objects attached to the ground such as toilets and sinks, are much more stringent than
by D"72. While a "?2 may be adjusted as long as no tight attachments are being made, adjustments to items that are
attached to the ground can many times be NlNN |0 JIOX. Therefore, if a stuffed toilet would be considered
Halachically broken, one would not be able to plunge it. (D-"T) NWN NNX writes that if it doesn’t typically get stuffed,
it should be considered “broken”, and one may not plunge it. Others argue and hold that it isn't considered “broken”,
but rather just has an obstruction in the pipe, not an actual break of the toilet. Since it is a question of an NN IO'N,
one should be nNN, but can get a 'Ix to plunge it.

QUESTION 2

Something seems wrong in my toilet tank. Can | lift the cover off the tank to take a look inside?

Answer: As in the above case and many other Yjp1pa 12 cases, some D'POIS hold it is allowed, while others are wwin
for an NN DX, The ("-N"W) JNY IN7W writes that a cover to a pit is not considered attached to the ground and may
be removed, as it is merely seen as a "?2, not YpIp. The question is how to define the tank cover. Is it considered part
of the actual tank since it isn't typically removed and is therefore Yp1pa 2, or is it no different than a cover to a pit
which is allowed to be removed. In case of need, one can take it off, but should not return it, as returning it is a more
serious N7RY, since it involves N2 which could be an NN 1IO'N, as opposed to removing it, which is a question of an
[227TN IO,

continued....
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continued....

QUESTION 3

Turns out the chain of the flusher got disconnected. Can | reconnect it?

Answer: If the chain has fallen off, attaching it back to it's place would be a form of Yp1pa N2, and may not be done.

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS FROM LAST YEAR’S niyviavw EDITION

QUESTION 1

I'm planning on getting flowers for NIYIAW and keeping it on the table. Is a vase of flowers N¥pIn? Does it make a
difference if it's potted with dirt?

Answer: A vase or pot of flowers are not N¥pIN and may be moved. If a potted plant for some reason is on a dirt
floor (in yard etc.), D-N"7wW YNV [N7W doesn’t allow one to lift it up and take it off the dirt because of W7In.

QUESTION 2

Can | add water to a vase of flowers on Naw or 210 DI"?

Answer: On NaY, one may not put flowers into water if the petals will open because of the water.

If they are fully open but taken out of their water, they may be returned to the water that they were originally in. If

one forgot to put them in water originally before Nnaw or 210 DI, the N"N-1"7W |I'xN MWW writes if one has a vase that was

filled before Nav), the flowers can possibly be put in for the first time. One may not add any water. On 2110 DI, the |N7W
'N-T"22N0 Y writes that one may even add water to opened flowers.

QUESTION 3

With nvinw in the middle of the week, do | have to wait to be X170 avn after 210 DOF, or can | start in the
beginning of the week?

Answer: The 'T-0"91 N1IN2 MWD writes that one can start X1jpn DW from NNIN on NAW when the upcoming
NWNY starts being read. This seems to be true no matter if there is a 210 DOI' in between or not. Although
there is a discussion about N2>12N NNTI NWNY, this seems to be because of a specific XN of the 7"T "IN
pertaining to that nwo. All other NI'WId can be started the previous NaW after nNan.
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TORAS REB RKALMAN
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Paid by the Peddler

From when Chuna was a young man just
starting out in business, his honesty and heart of
gold were readily apparent. Even as he began
climbing the ladder of prosperity, he remained
true to the values with which he had been raised,
dealing with vendors and clients with
unquestioning  scrupulousness.  As  he
established himself in the city, he quickly
became beloved for his kindness and humility.

It did not take long for shadchanim to descend
upon the good hearted, prosperous young man,
and Chuna was soon engaged to Shaindel, the
pious only daughter of one of the city’s
wealthiest magnates. Shaindel’s father was a
noted baal chesed who supported much of the
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city’s poor, and she was just as passionate about
helping others as he was. Indeed, it was a
beautiful match and their marriage was a joyous
one.

After his marriage, Chuna’s business continued

to flourish. He invested in a profitable venture
and saw immediate success. At the same time,
his family began to grow with the birth of his
oldest child, followed in quick succession by
four more beautiful children.

Life was peaceful. Life was wonderful. But
Chuna did not allow himself to become isolated
in a cocoon of his own happiness, oblivious to
the plight of others. He continued to devote
himself to chesed, giving time, thought, and
money to help those in need.

A few short years into their marriage,
Shaindel’s father passed away, leaving his
fortune to his only daughter and son-in-law.
Chuna’s net worth tripled, enabling him to give
even more tzedakah and do even more chesed.
There were constantly guests staying in his
home and paupers who were in town to collect
money. It wasn’t always pleasant to host these
guests, but Chuna never looked at his wealth as
his own. He saw himself as the safekeeper of
money belonging to Hashem’s children, and so
he freely shared what he had with those of lesser
means.

While the wheel of wealth spins slowly,
eventually it reaches a peak and begins its
descent. And once Chuna’s cycle took a
downward turn, it began speeding into descent.
What began as one faulty business transaction
quickly spiraled into complete failure. Within a
short time, Chuna’s business defaulted, and he
became not only a poor man, but a heavily
indebted one.



The necessary changes to his lifestyle due to his
poverty weren’t easy for Chuna, but he may
have been able to bear it had that been the extent
of his troubles. It was the heavy debts, however,
that ate Chuna up alive. He owed so much
money to so many people, people who had lost
their finances along with his. His creditors
hounded and harassed him for money, and he
had nothing to give them.

It was a burden that Chuna was not strong
enough to bear. He fell into a deep depression,
and a few short weeks later, he passed away of
a broken heart. His poor wife, Shaindel, was left
alone in This World, to mother her five orphans
and somehow pick up the shards of a life that
her husband had left behind.

Shaindel had grown up in a wealthy home, and
she had never known want in her life until her
husband’s business went under. In a matter of
weeks, she’d gone from riches to rags, from the
respected and dignified wife of the wealthy
Chuna, to a poor, miserable widow without a
cent to her name.

She had always been on the giving end, sharing
her home, her meals, and her money with those
less blessed than her. Now, she had to beg for
scraps of food to satisfy her young children. She
was a woman accustomed to servants cleaning
her home. Now, she was forced to undertake
work in the homes of her former
contemporaries, scrubbing floors to earn a few
rubles.

To top off her troubles, Chuna’s creditors were
angry at Shaindel for the money they’d lost
when his investments had failed. Former friends
now shunned her in the streets, blaming her for
their financial loss. And despite her deepest
desire to make things right, Shaindel had
absolutely no way to pay them back.
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One day, sitting at home after many long and
grueling hours cleaning houses, Shaindel was
startled by the sudden sound of loud knocking
on the door. She was surrounded by her hungry
children, trying to distract them from the lack of
adequate food, and she stood up worriedly to
answer. Who could it be, banging so loudly?

At the door stood a man of medium build, his
features arranged into an angry grimace. “My
name is Mordechai,” he all but barked, each
word shooting out of his mouth like a poisoned
arrow. “Your husband owes me money. A lot of
money. Three hundred and fifty silver rubles, to
be precise.”

Shaindel’s face fell. “I’'m sorry,” she said
regretfully, looking at the floor. “I really wish I
could pay you back. I know it’s your money,
and you deserve it. But right now, | don’t even
have the money to feed my family, let alone the
thousands of rubles you rightfully deserve. I
simply don’t have the means to return the
money.”

“I’'m not interested in excuses,” Mordechai
brushed her off brusquely. “I need the money
back, one way or another. | trusted your
husband, and I will not rest until I get my money
back. Is that clear?”

Tears flooded Shaindel’s eyes and began rolling
down her cheeks. “I understand you,” she
sobbed. “I really wish I could return the money.
But | am a poor widow without a cent to my
name.”

Mordechai remained indifferent in the wake of
her tears. “Crying will not help you, lady,” he
snapped. “I mean it when I say that I need my
money back. If you won’t give it to me nicely,
I’1l have to take it to court.”



Shaindel gaped after his receding back. Did he
really mean what he said? Would he really
involve the non-Jewish court in a dispute
between two Jews? What would she do if the
case ended up in court?!

A few people who heard about Mordechai’s
plans tried to dissuade him from following
through, but their pleas fell on deaf ears. He was
intent on getting his money back, and if this was
what he had to do, then that is what he would
do.

Just a few days later, a messenger from the
government knocked on Shaindel’s door with a
court summons. She had no choice but to appear
in the courtroom There was nothing she could
say to defend herself, other than to plead with
the judges to take pity on her, a poor widow who
worked from dawn to dusk, doing physical
labor so unsuited to her delicate hands just to
put bread on the table.

But the coldblooded judges could not find any
pity in their frozen hearts. In a flat, apathetic
tone, the verdict was read and Shaindel’s fate
was sealed. She had thirty days to return the
money to Mordechai. After thirty days, if she
did not return the money, he would be legally
entitled to take everything she still owned. He
could come and completely clean out her home
of whatever furnishings and little possessions
she had left.

Shaindel left the courthouse, numb with worry.
She tried approaching friends and neighbors for
money, but everyone was either unable or
unwilling to assist her. She owed Mordechai
three hundred and fifty silver rubles, an
enormous sum. Coming up with that kind of
money from the impoverished paupers who
were now her only friends was an impossible
task.
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Broken, she decided to go daven at the
graveside of her late husband. Perhaps he would
intercede on her behalf before Hashem, the only
One who could deliver her from the terrible
decree hanging over her head.

The guard at the entrance of the cemetery
waived her in, and she walked dejectedly
toward Chuna’s resting place. Wailing softly,
she lit a candle and began to recite Tehillim.
“Chuna,” she cried. “You must help me! You
left me alone with these crushing debts! You are
now Up there, where you can surely intervene
to better my situation! Hashem! I am so alone!”

She remained where she was, crying beside her
husband’s kever, for many hours. Soon the sun
began to descend, and the guard came by to look
for her. “Lady, I need to close up the cemetery.
It’s time to leave.”

Shaindel stood up and closed her Tehillim. Her
head bowed, she followed the guard through the
rows of headstones toward the entrance of the
cemetery. There was one grave that suddenly
caught her eye. “Excuse me,” she said to the
guard. “Why is there no matzeivah on that
kever?”

“Oh, that grave belongs to a peddler, an ascetic
who never enjoyed a penny of this world,” the
guard told her. “He was called the Peddler the
Chassid. He was a very special and holy man,
who collected thousands of rubles over his
lifetime, which he distributed to tzedakah.
Although he was often ridiculed by others, he
always treated everyone with kindness and
respect. He died without leaving over a single
thing, other than the small heap of straw he was
laying on.”

“Wow,” Shaindel said, impressed. “But why
doesn’t he have a headstone?”



The guard shrugged. “The city made a funeral
for him and he was buried here in this cemetery.
However, he had left over no children or any
relatives, and no one ever erected a matzeivah
for him. ”

Shaindel looked back at the lonely grave for a
moment. “Does anyone ever come daven by his
kever? | mean, he sounds like he was a special
man, but he didn’t leave anyone over in the
world.”

“Not many,” the guard admitted. “Although
anyone who has cried over his grave has seen
salvation. If you are looking for a yeshuah, you
might want to light a candle by his grave, give
tzedakah in his merit, and daven.”

Shaindel’s face lit up. “I do need a yeshuah,”
she said quietly. “Would you leave the cemetery
open just a little longer so that I can daven?”

The guard hesitated for a moment and then gave
in. “I’ll be waiting outside. Go ahead.”

Shaindel slowly approached the lonely grave of
the holy peddler. As the guard had instructed,
she lit a candle and began to cry, begging
Hashem to help her in the merit of the Peddler
the Chassid. When she was done weeping, she
collected herself, made her way out the
darkening cemetery, pushed a few coins into the
cemetery’s tzedakah box, and left into the night.

The days passed with agonizing swiftness. No
large sums appeared at her doorstep. No
benefactor bestowed her with a generous gift.
Soon, the thirtieth day arrived. The money was
due, but her wallet remained just as empty as
before.

Then the dreaded knocks sounded on the door.
Two emissaries of the court had arrived to
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collect the money — or, if she could not provide
it, the contents of her home.

Shaindel moved aside and wordlessly allowed
the men to enter. The lump in her throat was so
large that it prevented her from speaking.
Instead, she held up her hands in a gesture of
helplessness, and the men understood. With
brutal efficiency, they lifted her furniture, piece
by piece, and loaded it onto their waiting
wagon. They took everything in sight until
Shaindel was left standing in a bare house,
stripped of the things that had made it a home.

As the men worked to fit all Shaindel’s
possessions into their wagon, a peddler passed
by. “What are you doing?” he inquired
curiously.

“Oh, we’re repossessing her things,” the men
replied flippantly, pointing behind them at
Shaindel’s home.

The peddler was horrified. “Why?” he asked,
looking over the wagon. There were beds and
chairs, a table, a closet, a bookcase... an entire
houseful of furniture and other items were
loaded on to the wagon, about to be carted
away.

“She owes someone money, and we’re taking
this by court order in lieu of payment,” the men
explained.

“How much does she owe you?” the peddler
wanted to know.

“Three hundred fifty silver rubles.”
“If I pay you, will you return her things?”

“Absolutely, but are you sure you want to do
that?” the men were taken aback by the
peddler’s generous offer.



Instead of responding, the peddler reached into
his sack and withdrew a small satchel filled with
coins. He carefully counted out the money and
handed it to the men. “This should be enough,
gentlemen. And here are a extra few coins — |
want you to return all these items to the
woman’s home and put them back in their
proper place.”

Shaindel, still standing shell-shocked inside her
bare home, was completely oblivious to the
scene unfolding outside. When the door was
suddenly flung open and the two men who had
stolen her furniture marched back inside
carrying a bed, she didn’t know what to think.

“Where does this go, lady?” they asked her,
setting down the bed and hurrying out for more.
Before Shaindel could process what was
happening, all her furniture was back in her
house and the rest of her things returned to their
proper places.

“Here’s the document showing that the debt was
repaid in full,” the men said, handing her a

paper.

Shaindel took the paper, utterly confused. “I
don’t understand. Who paid it up for me?”

“Some peddler we met outside,” they
responded. “Well, we got the money so we’ll be
going now. Have a good day.”

She rushed outside after them, peering down the
street, but there was no sign of the peddler
they’d spoken of. He seemed to have vanished
into thin air. Shaindel looked down at the
document in her hands. She looked at the
scrawled signature at the bottom, but she could
not make out the peddler’s name.

Then she remembered the Peddler the Chassid,
whose grave she had davened at the day she had
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received the verdict ordering her to pay up the
debt. The gatekeeper at the cemetery had told
her that people had seen salvation after
davening at the peddler’s grave. Perhaps this
very peddler had come back to this world to
assist her!

Shaindel told the story to her friends, and it soon
began to spread around the city. The holy Rav
Pinchas Horowitz, famously known as the
Haflaah, heard the story and confirmed that it
was indeed the Peddler the Chassid who had
come down to this world in order to help the
poor widow after she had davened at his kever.

The Haflaah’s confirmation of her theory came
back to Shaindel, and she decided to visit the
gadol and hear it with her own ears. When she
was admitted into his study, she told him her
entire story, beginning with the chesed she and
her husband used to do and ending with the
sorry state she had suddenly found herself in. “I
would love to repay the peddler somehow,” she
told the Haflaah.

The tzaddik smiled. “He won’t come back down
to this world so that you can thank him,” he said.
“However, if you would like to repay him, then
you will be able to do so one day in the future.
Your children will grow up and become
talmidei chachamim, and every year on his
yartzeit, they will say kaddish for him and learn
mishnayos on his behalf. You will regain your
wealth and give tzedakah in his merit. And you

will, with Hashem’s help, see much
hatzlachah.”
Shaindel heard the blessings within the

tzaddik’s words and her heart felt lighter. In his
instructions to her, the rav had promised that her
children would become great in Torah and that
she would regain her wealth! She thanked the
Haflaah profusely, feeling comforted.



Indeed, the tzaddik’s blessing came to fruition.
Shaindel opened a store, which flourished and
grew, and she soon became a wealthy woman.
When she had enough money, she paid for a
beautiful matzeivah for the peddler’s grave.
And indeed, her sons became talmidei
chachamim and never forgot to learn on behalf
of the holy peddler, the messenger who save
their family during its darkest hours.
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EARLS OF WISDOM Soldiers of

Torah
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FROM THE PARSHAH

From the age of twenty and up, everyone who goes out with the troops in Yisrael, you
shall count them according to their troops. (Bemidbar 1:3)

It is the way of the world to count the troops A5 30 D73 DWY YWY INvn 137
before they go out to battle, in order to know how ARMYN YTAYN A0 K 09D SRIY? 1230
big and powerful the army is. This is to evaluate nivva Than 197 Yy 1210 v — Here is

whether the army can stand up to the enemy, and to the bed of Shlomo, there are sixty mighty

decide on the most appropriate strategy. men around it, among the mighty warriors

But the Jewish people at that time were not of Yisrael. They all wield swords and are
actually going out to war. The conquest of Eretz trained in battle. Each man has his sword
Yisvael was in the hands of Hakadosh Baruch Hu. on his thigh, due to the fear at night.!

Also in Sefer Yeboshua we don’t find that they

counted the people before conquering the Land. What was this “bed of Shlomo™?

So why were they counted here? Rashi ad loc explains that it was the holy Mishkan.

' _ Around it were the sixty ten-thousands of Israelites
Because in truth, after the Jewish people left 1 wont out of Egypt. They were the mighty

Mirzrayim and received the Torah, they were o, ors of the battle of Torah. The “fear at night,

standing before a big and tough war. This was the against which they armed themselves, was lest they

war against the darkness and zumas hataavos that forget the Torah, causing harsh troubles to come

had conquered the world. upon them and the world at large. So explains Rashi.

And so wrote Shlomo Hamelech in Shir Hashirim:

1 Shir Hashirim 3:7-8.
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When the Jewish people readied themselves for
this tough war, they counted the people, to know
their strength, and to emphasize to every individual
that he is a soldier who is counted as a member of the
army, and he needs to join up with all the warriors

and fight fiercely in the war of Torah.

This war began at the very beginnings of our

nation, and it continues in full force today as well.

The enemies who stand against the kedushah
of Hashem are the waves of chilul Shabbos, the
assimilation into foreign cultures, and all the other
travesties that have increased so greatly. There is
a thick cloud of secularism and disdain for Torah
enveloping us.

What are we to do? How should we make battle?

About this it says an%n >TYN 10 MK 0D
— “They all wield swords and are trained in battle”
Which battle? The battle of Torah. Another shiur,

ARSHA T OPIC

'The Royal Rus

David is the Jewish People
We read the Book of Rus on Shavuos, and there

are various reasons for this. One is because Shavuos
is the yabrzeit of David Hamelech. So we read the
Book of Rus, which describes the ancestry of David
Hamelech.

another blat Gemara, another kapitel Tehillim,

another mitzvah and another chesed.

The main thing is to know that we are in a time
of war. And when a person is at war, there is no day
and no night and no taking it easy. We need to just
do the mitzvos with mesirus nefesh and every ounce

of energy we have.

This is why the Jewish people were counted. It
teaches us that success in the war of Torah requires
mass enlistment of all our forces. It’s not enough for
just a few elite units to go out to battle for Torah.

We need to make sure today, more than ever,
not just that we learn Torah and keep mitzvos
ourselves, but that others do so as well. We need to
support Torah institutions and strengthen shiurim,
encourage neighbors and relatives. Because the
more soldiers show up for combat duty, the more
impressive our successes will be, bezras Hashem. o

David Hamelech was one of the four pillars of
the world. The three Avos, Avraham, Yitzchak and
Yaakov, are the ones who planted the deep roots of
the Jewish people. But David Hamelech was the very
expression of the Jewish people.

The Jewish people is the most beloved and
precious people to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. There
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are many pesukim that express Hashem’s love of
and closeness to Am Yisrael. The person who most
expresses this wonderful relationship is David
Hamelech. As the Rambam writes about him, “His
heart is the heart of the entire congregation of

Yisrael.”!

We are all waiting for Mashiach ben David, and
it is among the principles of our Emunab that a
wonderful future is ahead of us. The day will come
when the entire Jewish people will be gathered
to Eretz Yisrael, each person will have his own
nachalah, his own ancestral land estate, there won’t
be any more troubles and sicknesses, no pain and no
suffering. We are destined to live for thousands of
years in the presence of Hashem Yisborach, in utter
delight. After that will come a more distant future
called Olam Haba. And the foundation stone of all

this future is none other than David Hamelech.

That Which Was, Will Be

Megilas Rus mainly describes Ruth the Moabite
and Boaz the Gedol Hador, who took her as
wife. There is a whole description of their special
personalities, and by what merit it is that David
Hamelech, who is the greatest personality of all
generations, descended from them.

The Torah teaches us that if we emulate the
beauty of their personalities, we too can merit having
children, grandchildren and further descendants
who will shine in the skies of Judaism.

Because there is a basic principle: 831 0w 0
W — “That which was, will be.”? Hashem created a
cyclical world. Everything that happened in the past
will happen again in the future. Just like there was
a woman named Rus, and there was a man named
Boaz, and they had a descendant named David, so
we can be like Rus and Boaz, and from us will come
a tzaddik like David, if we just go in their ways, if we
work on acquiring for ourselves the greatness that

their personalities had.

1 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Melachim 3:6.
2 Koheles 1:9.

It’s a Different Atmosphere

In order to get what really happened with Rus
and Boaz, we need a little introduction before we
go into the story itself. We need some background,
because it will change the whole way we perceive
this story that took place thousands of years ago.

One of our problems in understanding Zanach is
that the events took place thousands of years ago,
and the world constantly changes. In every country
and in every nation there is a certain atmosphere, a
certain social setting, and it changes as time goes on.
We weren't alive back in those days, so it very hard
for us to understand things that transpired back
then. This is why we don’t really understand most
historical events.

Iwillgiveyouanexample. Wearein Johannesburg,
South Africa. Let’s imagine a Jew going down the
street late at night, at 2:00 AM, and he notices a
small child sitting at a street corner. He goes up to
him and asks, “Where are you from? Why don’t you
go home?”

The child answers, “I got lost.”

He asks the child where he lives, then he puts

out his hand and walks with him in the streets of

33



Johannesburg at night, in the dark, in danger from
the local population, taking him all the way home.

A person who doesn’t live in Johannesburg won’t
understand it, but someone who lives here knows
how terrifying it is to walk the streets alone at 2:00
AM, and can appreciate what a sacrifice and what a
great chesed this Jew did.

This is the problem we encounter when we read
stories in the Tanach. A lot of things are different
now than they were a few thousand years ago. So first
of all, let’s try to get into the atmosphere of that era,
and this will snap the whole story into perspective.

Every nation has other nations that it considers
its friends, and those that are its enemies, whom it
bitterly hates.

For instance, for everyone sitting here, how do we
feel about Germans, about Nazis? Most of us really
hate Nazis. I once met a German who converted to
Judaism, and I knew that his grandfather was a bona
fide Nazi. I had to work on myself to greet him with
a nice, warm smile, because Jews have something
against Nazis.

But who did Jews hate back then, in the time of
Megilas Rus? Ammon and Moav. If you would tell
a Jew back then that so-and-so is an Ammoni or a
Moavi, it would be like waving a red flag in front of
a bull.

Why?

First of all, the forefathers of Ammon and
Moav were mamzerim. When Hashem overturned
Sedom, and Lot was sheltering in the cave with
his two daughters, and, embarrassingly enough,
they became pregnant, they gave birth to two boys
named Ammon and Moav. This was the worst
birth imaginable. These two nations are built on a
foundation of immorality.

And it was not just the circumstances of their
birth. These two nations were the lowest, the ugliest,
the most immoral that could be. They always hated
the Jewish people because of their historical origins.

The Torah commands us regarding them:

DY M Ui Yapa oaxim odiny N2 XD
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Ammonite and a Moabite shall not enter

the congregation of Hashem... because they

did not greet you with bread and water on

the way when you left Egypt, and because

they hired against you Bilaam ben Beor

from Pesor Aram Naharayim to curse you.?
We don’t like these nations because they are
so lowly. They have no gratitude for the fact that
Avraham Avinu saved their forefather Lot when
he was taken captive in war. They are the most
disgusting nations that the Jewish people ever knew.

Now let’s get into the story of Rus and Boaz.

The story starts with Elimelech, who was a great
man and an outstanding figure in his generation.
Besides that, he was also very rich. When the famine
struck, he simply could not take it, seeing thousands
of Jews suffering starvation. If he would have
remained in Eretz Yisrael, he would have had to sell
all his treasures to feed everyone, and become poor
himself, because he would have needed to support
an entire people. He was an adam gadol, and the
Jewish people expected him to help them out in
their time of trouble.

What did Elimelech do? He took his family and
left the country. He left Eretz Yisrael. Chazal say
this was not the right thing to do, and it was only
made worse by the fact that he chose Moav as his
new country of residence. He went to live among
the sworn enemies of the Jewish people.

Not only that, but his two sons, Machlon and
Kilyon, married two princesses, the daughters of
the king of Moav. They were prominent men in
the Jewish nation, and the king of Moav was very
interested that his daughters should marry Jews of
high status. However, back at home, people saw
Elimelech and his sons as traitors.

3 Devarim 23:4-5.
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After a short while, the three of them, Elimelech
and his two sons, died.

Elimelech’s wife, Naomi, was a great tzadekes,
but she went along with her husband. Now she was
all alone, and she knew very well that she deserved
this punishment.

She turned to her two daughters-in-law, Orpah
and Rus, and told them that she is going back to
Eretz Yisrael. She had had enough; she learned her
lesson. These two princesses politely said they will
come along with her back to her people. But in the
end, Orpah gave Naomi a kiss and said goodbye,
while Rus stuck with Naomi and returned with her
to Eretz Yisrael.

We need to understand the significance of
the decision that Rus made when she went with
Naomi.

Rus knew that when she gets to Eretz Yisrael,
she is going to get a very cool welcome. People are
going to say that she is a Moabite and had no right
to marry a Jew in the first place. But she married
him nonetheless, and that’s why he died. It’s her
fault.

She felt that she was a big zzadekes, but she knew
she will not be viewed that way and will not be
accepted. People are likely to tell her to just get out
of here, that she comes from a very lowly nation and
doesn’t belong among the Jewish people.

But she didn’t care about all this. She loved
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, she loved His Torah, and
even though she knew what was waiting for her and
how she will be treated, she went along with Naomi
out of love and devotion to Hashem and His Torah.
She didn’t care about anything else. She just wanted
to be close to the Jewish people, because then she
will be close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

She demonstrated amazing greatness. She was
a princess, the daughter of the king of Moav, her
father expected her to come back to his home, and
now she is going to the Jewish people instead, to

suffer shame and discrimination. Instead of living a
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luxurious life in the royal palace, she will glean ears
of grain left in someone’s field.

Her sister-in-law Orpah also had derech eretz,
but when Naomi told her to stay in Moav, she did.
She just kissed Naomi goodbye and parted ways
with her. But Rus gave up on all the pleasures of
this world and went to Eretz Yisrael knowing very
well that she is destined for a life of poverty and
deprivation.

Sometimes when a person does an act of mesirus
nefesh, at least someone appreciates what he did,
and says that he is a zzaddik. But no one said a good
word to Rus, because she was a Moabite.

And there was another problem, too. It was
not clear at all if she would ever be able to marry
a Jew. The Torah says that a Moabite man may
not take a Jewish wife, even if he converts. What
about a Moabite woman marrying a Jewish man?
This was a subject of controversy over the course of
generations, and at that time, the Halachah had not
yet been clarified.

Boaz knew the Halachah. He knew that there is
a Halacha I'Moshe miSinai stating that it is only a
Moabite man who is forbidden to marry a Jew, not
a Moabite woman to marry a Jewish man. However,
there were many people in his generation who did
not know this. They thought she would never be
able to marry a Jew.

So here we have a woman who gives up all the
pleasures of life that she could have happily enjoyed
in the royal palace, and does so in order to join the
Jewish people. She comes without a penny in her
pocket and without the ability to build a Jewish

home. Only because of her tremendous love for
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Due to this greatness, Rus is called the Ima shel
Malchus,* the Matriarch of the Davidic Dynasty.
There are four Imahos. They are Sarah, Rivkah,
Rachel and Leah. The Imahos did not just give
birth to the Jewish people; they are the mothers of

the Jewish people in their essential nature. Rus is
called Ima shel Malchus, which makes her also the

4 Bava Basra 91b.
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mother of Mashiach. If not for Rus, there would be
no David Hamelech and no Mashiach. It is not by
chance that David Hamelech descends from her. It
is because she is Ima shel Malchus in her essential
nature.

In order for the Melech Hamashiach, who
is Hakadosh Baruch Hu’s most beloved son, to
descend from her, she needs to be a woman with
such tremendous love for Hakadosh Baruch Hu that
she is ready to give up everything just to be close to
Hashem.

Naomi tried to convince her to stay in Moav. She
told Rus that she has no future in Eretz Yisrael. No
husband, no parnassab, just humiliations. But Rus
refused to part with Naomi. Naomi had taught her
Yiddishkeit, and she was not going to part with her
no matter what. Even if she dies, she will be buried
with Naomi. There is no way she is going to separate
from Naomi. She is devoted in heart and soul to

Naomi and to the Torah that she taught her.

Back to Beis Lechem

Naomi and Rus set out on their way, and arrived

in Beis Lechem, Naomi’s hometown.

At that time, Boaz was the Gedol
Hador. He was the Nusi. He was
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an elderly man, in his eighties. He had a large family
and was also very wealthy. He was known and
respected by all.

The day Naomi and Rus came back to Beis
Lechem, the wife of Boaz passed away, and the
whole Jewish people attended her levayah.

Naomi and Rus came along in the middle of the
levayah. Everyone was shocked to see them. And
people really gave it to them: »np3 NXIT TMXM
— “The women said, ‘Is this Naomi?!”” Look what
happened to Naomi, the wealthiest woman in all
of Eretz Yehudah. It’s all because she abandoned us,
she betrayed us. And look who is coming after her,
look who she brought along with her — a Moabite
woman!

Naomi and Rus needed to eat, and since Rus
helped Naomi, she went to glean ears of grain in
the fields for both of them. Megilas Rus tells us how
Boaz treated her well. He told her how he warned
the young men to leave her alone. Because had he
not told them, they would have thrown her out
since she was a Moabite.

She suffered all the humiliations quietly. She
gleaned a little to eat, for herself and her mother-in-

law, and went back to her mother-in-law.
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I The Essence of

. Shavu'os

Celebrate With a Seudah Said R. Elazar: According to all views,
Shavu'os is when we received the Torah, and it is on Shavuos we also need 03%. What is the
avery special day. There is a 7inhag to treat Shavu'os reason? It is the day the Torah was given.?

night very specially. The Arizal said (and is so quoted ,
. & y, p . Y ( 1 There is a disagreement among the Zannaim
in the Baer Heitev commentary on the Shulchan _ _ .
| ‘ regarding other holidays, whether there is an
Aruch') that someone who stays up learning all o i
i . i obligation to have a festive Yoz Tov meal or not. One
night on Shavu’os is guaranteed that he will not be
, , view holds that a person may make the day 1% 1913,

harmed all year long. This shows that a person’s very . ,
devoted solely to spiritual matters, to Torah learning

and zefilah, and there is no need to have a seudah.

But on Shavu'os, everyone agrees that besides the

Itissurelyaveryimportant thingtolearn Torahon  spiritual zvodab of the day, there is also a mitzvab to
p Y;

the day the Torah was given. And many people learn  have a festive Yom Tov meal. Why? Because on this
with great energy and excitement. This itselfisa very  day we received the Torah.

life depends on what he does this night, because this
is when we received the Torah.

important thing. But it seems that the awesomeness . .
, i ] The same section of Gemara continues as follows:
of Shavu'os actually stems from a different point,

which Chazal say is the central point of the holiday. Rav Yosef would say on Shavu'os, “Cook
Practically speaking, whether a person attains lofty for me a choice calf!” He would explain, “If
spiritual levels or misses out on them depends on not for what this day did for me, there are
this point. lots of “Yosefs’ in the street.”

2 Pesachim 68b.
1 Orach Chayim 494:7. 3 Ibid.
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Rav Yosef went out of his way to celebrate
Shavu'os with a festive meal because Torah made him
what he was. If not for Shavuos, the day when the
Torah was given, he would be just another “Yoset,
with nothing special about him.

We should not belittle minhagim of the Jewish
people such as staying up to learn on Shavu'os night.
Such things are very important. But we see from the
Gemara that the real mitzvab of the day is the festive
meal, the seudab, in which we rejoice and celebrate

that we received the Torah.

Now we will explain on a simple level why this is
the central point of Shavuos.

It is said in the name of the Vilna Gaon that the
reason everyone agrees a festive meal must be held
is because Shavuos is different from other holidays,
cach of which has a special mitzvah to do. Pesach has
matzah, Rosh Hashanah has shofar, and so forth.
But Shavu'os has no special mitzvah to do on that
day. The only thing we need to do on Shavuos is to
be happy, to fulfill the mitzvab of simchas Yom Tov,
which is expressed by holding a festive meal. This
why all views concur that a sedah must be held on

Shavu’os.

And why doesn’t Shavuos have a special mitzvah?
The simple explanation is because it is merely a
continuation of the days of Sefiras Ha'Omer. We
count the Omer for forty-nine days, and the fiftieth
day is the holiday of Shavuos.

Sefiras Ha’Omer is all about building ourselves in
preparation to receive the Torah on Shavuos. This
is the very form and shape of Sefiras Ha’'Omer. We

build one row on top of another, seven and then
another seven, until the person is completely built
when Shavu'os comes. Counting the Omer and the
holiday of Shavuos at its conclusion are a matter of
NN 19901 MYTNwn Y nn. It starts with our own
efforts, and ends with a gift from Heaven. During
the days of the Sefirah, a person builds himself. But
Shavuos itself is a matter of »°0 371 Yy 71 T -
Hashem opens the gates of heaven and comes to give
us His Torah as a gift.

Shavu'os could not possibly be anything other
than the receiving of a gift. On Shavu'os we get the
Torah, and regarding Torah, we pray in the Shemoneh
Esreh: 93w 7132 7T INRN 1IN - “Grace us with
knowledge, understanding and comprehension.”
The word 1311, “Grace us,” derives from Din nann,
an undeserved gift.

There are things you can’t buy with money. Let’s
say we see someone wearing a nice watch. We might
ask him where he bought it, because its value looks
like something in his general price range, so it is
reasonable to assume that he purchased it himself.
But if we see poor kolle/ man holding a diamond
worth five million dollars, we don’t ask him, “Where
did you buy it?” We rather ask him who gifted him
with this diamond, because he could not possibly

have bought it himself.

The Torah Hakedoshah contains within it such
wondrous closeness to Hakadosh Baruch Hu that
even if a person would put all his effort and strength
into fulfilling mitzvos and doing maasim tovim,
there is no way he could thereby acquire Torah.
A Jew is not capable on his own of understanding
and knowing what it says in the Torah. Even Moshe
Rabbeinu couldn’t do it.
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Said R. Abahu, for all the forty days that
Moshe was in heaven, he learned Torah and
forgot it. He said, “Master of the World, I
have forty days and I don’t know anything.”
What did Hakadosh Baruch Hu do? When
the forty days were over, Hakadosh Baruch
Hu gave him the Torah as a gift, as it says,
mwn Y& 10" - “He gave to Moshe.*”

Even Moshe Rabbeinu received the Torah as a gift,

not as something he earned by means of his deeds.

We sce this idea emphasized in the wording
of the Shemoneh Esreh prayer. Before we ask for
Torah, before we say Dowim 113 w7 JNXN 1A,
“Grace us with knowledge, understanding and
comprehension,” we preface it by saying 111 X
nyT DIRY - “You graciously bestow knowledge
upon human beings.” There is no such preface when
we ask for forgiveness (119 nY0) or healing (*7113897)
or sustenance (1YY 771). But we do say it before
asking for Torah, because asking for Torah is asking
for Hashem Himself. Thus, we first offer a praise of
Hashem, without which we would be lacking the
requisite merit to even ask for such a thing. The
giving of Torah is always as an undeserved gift, Dinn
oyn.

Shavuos is the day we received the Torah, and
like it was back then at Har Sinai, so it is every year.
Hashem opens the gates of heaven and pours out
a great flow of Torah, completely independent of
our deeds. Therefore, we were not commanded to

perform any mitzvah on this day.

In order to leave Egypt, the Jewish people needed
to demonstrate mesirus nefesh though the blood of
korban Pesach and the blood of milah. So every year,
on Pesach, we have certain mitzvos to do, which are
related to this. But to merit receiving the Torah at
Sinai, the Jewish people did nothing. The Torah was
given as gift.

4 Shemos 31:18.
5 Shemos Rabbah 41:6.

Although the Torah is given to us totally as a gift
and we don’t need to demonstrate mesirus nefesh in
order to receive it, there is one thing that is required
of the recipient of a gift, and that is to want the gift.
This is a necessary precondition for the gifting to

take place.

When were the nations of the world
disqualified by Hakadosh Baruch Hu?
From the time that Hakadosh Baruch Hu
gave the Torah at Sinai. He went around to
all the nations, offering them to receive the
Torah, and they didn’t want, as it says, '
N3 >30n — “Hashem came from Sinai.”

He said to the people of Eisav, “Will you
accept My Torah?” They replied, “What is
written in it?” He answered, “You shall not
kill.” They said to Him, “That is what we
rely on...” And so He said to the people of
Yishmael, “Will you accept My Torah?”
They replied, “What is written in it?” He
answered, “You shall not steal.” They said,
“That is what we rely on... we will not
accept it. Give it to Your pcople, as it says,
1 mYY N i —'Hashem gives strength
[i.e., Torah] to His people.”

Hashem said to them, “Those who
accept My Torah are the ones I will bless
with peace, as it says, My NX 712 7
Dbwa -

with peace.”

Hashem will bless His people

6

The only thing the Jewish people did to receive
the Torah was want it and desire it. Moshe led the
people out of the camp toward Hashem to receive
the Torah, and they went.” Since they really desired
the Torah, they received it.

The same is true today. Unlike Pesach, where the

main avodab is connected to matzah, the avodah

6 Devarim Rabbah, Parshas Ekev.
7 Shemos 19:17.
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on Shavuos is just to want the gift of Torah and to
value it. Hakadosh Baruch Hu is waiting to see, so to
speak, what we will do with His holy Torah.

This may be compared to someone who wants
to give his friend a precious diamond. But he will
give it to him only if he knows that his friend will
guard it well and appreciate its value. If he sees that

Lifting her Spirits

Now that we have described Rus, let’s move on to
another key figure in the story, and that’s Boaz.

As we said, Boaz was the Gedol Hador back then.
He was a judge and a leader, he had a large family,
and he was also very wealthy and owned a lot of

fields.

And one day, a Moabite woman goes into his
fields. As we explained, Jews back then looked down
on Moavim and detested them. But he noticed that
she is honest and modest.

He went up to her and said to her:

X TNIND DR WY WK 5507 T T
TRT2N XN TAKY AR VM YR DD
DWW Dinn nyT XD WR DY X 0Hm
oY RI2WUNn Oam 7p9 A 0w
nnp Niony NX3 WK YXIY? OpYR i oyn
1912 — It was surely told to me all that you
did for your mother-in-law after the death
of your husband, that you left your father
and mother and homeland, and went to
a people that you didn’t know previously.
May Hashem repay your good deeds,
and may your reward be complete from
Hashem the G-d of Yisrael, as you have
come to shelter under His wings.!

1 Rus 2:11-12.

the recipient of the diamond is going to play with
it in the sandbox, there is no way he will give it to
him.

Similarly, on Shavuos we don’t have to do any
special mitzvos. We just have to want the Torah

Hakedoshah, that’s all. This is the main avodah of
the day. e

The Royal Rus
(Part 2)

Boaz’s message to her was that he knows she left
her parents and family and royal riches behind, in
order to be close to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. He told
her that she is a wonderful woman and is going in
the footsteps of the Imahos, and Hashem will help
her.

For the first time, she heard words that lifted her

spirits.

Rus was very moved:

P21°30RM03 22 3TR PPYI 1T RINK IR
Innav 2% Yy n727 - She said, “May I find
favor in your eyes, my master, for you have
consoled me, and you have spoken kind
words to the heart of your maidservant.?

This was her message to him: Do you know who
you are talking to? A Moabite woman. I never heard
words like that. I only got put down. And all of the
sudden, the Gedol Hador has no one to talk to other
than a lowly person like myself'!

He then told her to let him know if anyone
mistreats her, and he will stick up for her. And she is
invited to eat at his table, too.

As if that wasn’t enough, he told his workers to

show her special consideration and let her glean ears

2 Ibid v. 13.
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of grain where it normally was not allowed, and they
should also leave a little extra lying around for her to
take.

What a wonderful personality Boaz was. He
went out of his way to uplift her. He was not so sure
yet whether she was actually allowed to marry a Jew,
as she was a Moabite, but he spoke nicely to her and
made her happy and helped her out as much as he

could.

Now we come to a very deep point.

If a person passes away, and he has children, the
children are his continuation. But if a person dies
without children, this is a big tragedy. The Rambam
wrote that a person doesn’t stop fearing death until
he gets married. Because if he is married, from now
on, he has continuation. Ifhe didn’t marry, one day he
is liable to die without any continuation. However,
if he is a talmid chacham, and he has talmidim, that
is his continuation. But naturally speaking, children

are a person’s continuation.

And the Torah taught us that there is a way to
establish and preserve the name of a deceased person
who had no children, and thereby do a great chesed
for his soul. This is by fulfilling the mitzvah of yibum,

which entails marrying the widow of the deceased.

In principle, the best yibum iswhen itis performed
by the deceased person’s closest relative, which is
his father. So, in principle, the father should marry
his son’s wife. But the Torah forbid this and placed
the mitzvah on the brother of the deceased. In any
case, it is a great thing for one of the relatives of the
deceased to marry the widow and thereby establish
and preserve the name of the deceased in the world.

Machlon and Kilyon, the deceased husbands of
Rus and Orpah, had no children. So Rus was eligible
for yibum. Halachically speaking, it was not possible
to fulfill the mitzvah of yibum, because there were no
remaining brothers. Yet, Naomi proposed that Boaz

3 Collected Writings of the Rambam, Pirkei Hahatzlachah.
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should marry Rus, because she felt that spiritually
speaking, it was the right thing to do, and would
save the neshamah of her deceased son, who was a

great man.

Naomi was of the opinion that if one of the
relatives of Machlon, whether it be a cousin or even
a second cousin, would marry Rus, this would be a
great chesed for Machlon’s soul, although there was
no Halachic obligation to do this. So she told Rus: I
can’t command you to do this. I can only propose it
as an idea. Boaz is our second cousin. I know that he
is pretty old already, but if you marry him, it will be
a great chesed for the soul of my son, and I know that

your greatest aspiration is to be close to Hashem.

Naturally speaking, Rus should have told her that
she doesn’t want to marry a second cousin who is
well into his eighties, as she has no obligation to do
so. She was still young and hoped to build a home. It
would make much more sense for Boaz to help find
her a shidduch with a man her age, so she could have
a future ahead of her.

But Rus didn’t think about anything. She just
told Naomi that she will do whatever she says.

This was the wonderful personality named Rus.
She was ready to sacrifice everything for the sake of
a Jew. This is why she merited becoming the mother

of the malchus of the Jewish people.

After Rus agreed to the idea, Naomi proceeded
to arrange the shidduch between Rus and Boaz.

They couldn’t do it the normal way, and send a
shadchan to Boaz to offer him Rus as a potential
marriage partner, because no one in his right mind
would go to Boaz, the Gedol Hador of the Jewish
people, and suggest that he marry a impoverished
young lady who is a widow, and a Moabite on top of
it. It would be an insult just to make such an offer.

The only way was to go straight to Boaz himself,
because he was a great man, and surely knew how
to appreciate the special personality that Rus
possessed. If she will approach him directly, he will



already know what to do.

So Naomi says to Rus: Boaz is in the middle of
the harvest, and will be sleeping in the barn tonight.
Go to him, and he will tell you what you need to do.

Now let’s get back to Boaz. He was an elderly
man, a leader of the Jewish people. Yesterday he
saw this woman gleaning in his field, and since he
noticed that she behaves modestly, he spoke to her
words of encouragement, but he didn’t really know
so much about her at this point. Now all the sudden,
in the middle of the night, he sees her lying at his
feet in the barn.

What would be the expected reaction, the normal
reaction, in such a scenario? He would yell at her:
What do you think you are doing here? Disgusting!
Get out of here!! Now I know you are just like the
lowly Moabites you come from.

If he would have said this, David Hamelech
would not have come to the world, and neither
would Mashiach.

But Boaz was a such a wonderful personality. He
restrained his outrage. He didn’t get angry. He just
turned to her with a question: Rx *n - “Who are
you?” In other words: Please explain to me what

this is all about and what you are doing here.

She answered that she came to save a neshamah.
The neshamah of her dear deceased husband. Boaz

heard that, and was very moved:
7700 DIV NI MY MY A MR
1wRIT 1K1 — He said, “You are
blessed to Hashern, my daughter! Your

latter chesed is greater than the former.

He told her that what she is doing now is more

beautiful than everything she did up until this point.

Boaz’s reaction went way beyond anything that

could be expected. You could say it was miraculous.

David Hamelech declares in Tehillim:

4 Rus 3:9.
5 Ibid v. 10.

WOWN YY 9 NITIAY DIpR 1Y nixn
T2 7% — Atmidnight I will rise to give thanks
to You for Your righteous judgments.®

What are these “righteous judgments” that David
Hamelech got up in the middle of the night to thank
Hashem for?

The “judgments” that You brought on
the Ammonites and Moabites, and the
“righteous” kindnesses that you performed
with my grandfather and my grandmother.
Because if Boaz would have quickly
responded to her with a single curse, where
would I have come from? And not only
did he not curse her, he even blessed her,
as it says, “You are blessed to Hashem, my
daughter!””®

David Hamelech rose at midnight to thank
Hashem for the fact that his grandfather Boaz didn’t
say a single harsh word to his grandmother when she
came to him in the barn. It was a miraculous event.
Only a person as great as Boaz would be able to

behave in such a manner.

And the dedication that Rus had to Hashem was
so incredibly great, too. If Naomi had not sent her,
there is no way in the world she would have done
such a thing. She would have rather died than do
something like that. But Naomi told her that she has
a mission to accomplish. She needs to go and save a

Jewish soul.

This was a very high-risk undertaking. Rus knew
that if Boaz would curse her, she would be lost
forever. Imagine that the Chofetz Chayim would
curse someone. And Boaz was a nzavi, and the
greatest Torah sage of his generation. If he would say
even one word of curse to her, she’s finished. But she
was not to be deterred by anything, because Naomi

sent her.

6 Tehillim 119:62.
7 Ibid v. 9.
8 Rus Rabbah 6:1.
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From two uplifted people like this comes David
Hamelech.

The next day, Naomi sends Rus back to Boaz, this
time publicly and openly. Rus repeats her request

that Boaz marry her.

Obviously, she could just as well get married to
a young man her age, not an elderly gentleman well
into his eighties. What does she stand to gain from
marrying Boaz, of all people? Why is this a good

marriage match?

We would expect Boaz to respond something
like, “Weell, okay, I heard your request. I will think

about it”

But Boaz didn’t waste any time. Right that
same day, he gathered the elders of the generation,
of whom he was the greatest, and told them what
transpired with Naomi and Rus, and how it is
necessary to build the family. There was another
figure there, Ploni Almoni, who was actually a closer
relative to Rus than Boaz was. Boaz suggested that
he buy the field, so it will remain on the name of the

family. However, this would necessitate marrying

Rus.

Ploni Almoni, the closest relative, the goe/, wasn’t
interested. He was not sure it was even permitted to
marry a Moabite woman, as the Halachab regarding
this case had not yet been ruled. He was concerned
that at some future point, people might say the
marriage was illegitimate, and that would affect the

status of any children he would have from her.

But Boaz knew that according to Halachab,
a Moabite woman may marry a Jewish man. The
Torah only forbids a Moabite man marryinga Jewish
woman. So he took the risk. He didn’t worry that
people might try to raise an objection at some later
point. And he took his step in order to do a chesed to

a Jewish soul, as explained above.

When he decided to marry Rus, he didn’t wait
a single day. It’s a mitzvab, and as such, it should be

performed right away, without delay.

The chuppah was held that evening. They got
married, and before morning came, Boaz passed
away. If he would have waited another day, if he
would have said, “Okay, it’s a mirzvah, but I don’t
have to rush into it, there are other mitzvos too,
then there would be no David Hamelech.

When Rus saw that Boaz passed away, we might
expect her to raise her eyes to Heaven and say: Ribono
shel Olam! Is this what I deserve? I was a princess,
I lived in royal luxury, but I gave up everything. I
walked to this country by foot, even though I could
have traveled in a carriage. And when I arrived here,
I just got the cold shoulder from everybody. But
I didn’t care. The main thing is to be close to the
Jewish people. And Naomi, who is my master and
teacher, told me that I should marry this elderly Jew,
for the sake of her deceased son, because this is the
only way to save his neshamab. So 1 did that, too. I
married an old man, and now he died. Is this what I
deserve, Hashem?

But she didn’t complain. She accepted everything
with love. And when her son was born, she took the
little baby to Naomi her mother-in-law and said:
My dear mother-in-law, this child who was born has
the neshamah of your son, of my deceased husband.
Baruch Hashem, we did the mitzvah completely.

And Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave her full reward.
Chazal say that her son was the greatest tzaddik of all
generations, and his grandson was David Hamelech.

She merited seeing with her own eyes not just
David Hamelech but also his son Shlomo and the
Beis Hamikdash as well.

Rus the Moabite saw the grandson of her
grandson, who was Shlomo, ruling as king,
as it says 7101 OXY X3 DY — “Shlomo
set up a throne for the mother of the king,”
and R. Elazar says that this means for the
matriarch of the royal dynasty.

9 I Melachim 2:19.
10 Bawva Basra 91b.
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After all the suffering Rus went through, after
her wondrous devotion to Hashem and His Torah,
she saw such great satisfaction and #achas. She even
lived to see the Beis Hamikdash built by her great
grandchild Shlomo, and the magnificent kingdom
of Yisrael that he ruled over.

This story has alesson. There are alot of different
kinds of chesed that a person can do. But the true
chesed, the pure chesed, is like Rus did. It is a chesed
that the one who does it has no future to look
forward to, no one to appreciate what he or she did.

This is the special chesed for the Jewish people.

And there’s here: Rus
demonstrated to the Jewish people that the true

another lesson
quality of the Jewish people is not necessarily
something that you inherit. She hailed from Moav,
yet she acquired this quality in the fullest way.

This shows that you don’t necessarily have to
learn it from your parents. If a person acquires on his
own the trait of chesed in its fullest, he can become

the parent of the Mashiach.

Most of us were indeed born as Jews. But some
among us might feel limited or disadvantaged by the
fact that we were not born and raised in a Torah-
observant home, or were not privileged to study in
the best Torah educational institutions, and so forth.
However, if a person has the proper devotion and
motivation, if he attaches himself to a zzaddik and
learns from him and sticks with him because he has
a fierce desire to be connected to Hashem, like Rus
did with Naomi, there are no limits on the greatness
he can achieve.

Hashem doesn’t forget the devotion we show in
dark times. In the end, there will be so much light
and illumination, so much beauty and so much
nachas, like it was with Rus, who merited becoming
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the matriarch of the Jewish kingdom.

And from Boaz, we should learn how great it
is not to be quick to anger. We should learn how
to control ourselves and be careful not to step on
people, not to hurt their feelings.

As an example, I will tell you a personal story. I
got married shortly before Pesach, and for our first
Pesach, we were by my father-in-law. Nowadays,
there are all sorts of techniques to check the lettuce
to be used for Maror from bugs, but in those days,
youwould justsitand examine each leafindividually,
and even after that, you wouldn’t be sure that it is a
hundred percent clean from bugs. So in my home,
we would eat only the stems of the lettuce, not the
leaves, so we could fulfill the mitzvah of Maror in
the best possible way without taking any chances of
ingesting bugs.

On Seder night, after Maariv, I came to the home
of my father-in-law. I walked into the kitchen, and to
my surprise and consternation, I saw all the lettuce
leaves nicely arranged, and all the stems thrown in

the garbage.

All T needed to do was yell, “Oh no, oh no, the
stems are all in the garbage! No Maror tonight!!”

and it would have ruined the whole atmosphere of

the Seder.
That would be exactly the wrong thing to do. We

need to maintain control over ourselves, and not
just react, not just blurt out exactly the wrong thing
to say. There are people around us, and they have
feelings. Maror is a wonderful mitzvah. But with

one word, you can “kill” someone.

On the wonderful day of Shavuos, when the
heavens open up and Divine plenty descends to the
world, let’s all remember the important things we
learn from Rus and from Boaz, from whom come

Melech Hamashiach, may he redeem us soon.

For comments, dedications and donations:
W nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
Do you want to receive the weekly edition?
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