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Rashi explains that the pasuk uses the /lashon
“b’haaloscha - when you rise up,” because when the
Kohen Gadol lights the Menorah, he has to keep the
flame there m98n 72w N275Ww XINw 7Y, and also, because
the Kohen Gadol has to go up steps before lighting the
Menorah.

Chazal tell us that the Menorah represents the
chochmah of Torah, and when the Kohen Gadol lights
the menorah, he is generating a shefa of chochmah for
Klal Yisrael. There are two can learn from Rashi when
teaching Torah to his talmidim Torah.

The first, is that he has to teach the talmidim until the
degree of 1981 na7>wn 7MWY Y. The pasuk says Tuan
12An MDY OR PRI 03 03 1977 %9 Dy Wi, the purpose of
chinuch is not to just teach the child knowledge, but to
be 1297 0 %y w17 Tun until the point %W naabwn
7°oxnand the talmid can continue and grow on his own
117 07 9R TR 0D oA

Secondly, it’s not enough for a Rebbi to be mechaneich
the talmid to make sure that the talmid is shteiging in
his learning. The Rebbi himself also has to be in “aliyah”
mode. Before the Kohen Gadol lit the menorah, he first
had to go up madreigos himself, he had to make sure
that he is in a mode of aliyah, and only then was he able
to be mashpiah Torah on Klal Yisrael.

Embracing Challenges

TV 1Y W 10 A ' 0TOY) TR 33 Wt ey
(7 ,0) a2 12y

The Sefer Peh Kadosh brings an illuminating vort that
the Baal Haleshem (the father of Rav Elyashiv) said in
the name of Rav Itzele Volozhiner (the son of Rav
Chaim Volozhiner). He explains that the masa’os in the
Midbar were not random rest stops. Klal Yisrael
traveled to each place for a purpose, to be mekadesh
them from their tumah. When Klal Yisrael arrived at a
certain spot, they felt a wave of tumah which lowered
their level of kedushah. The Yidden felt repulsed by the
tumah and they no doubt wanted to move on, but they
didn’t. 11 "7 9 Hv. If Hashem wanted them to be there,
there they would stay.

After a while, they were able to be misgaber on the
nisayon and transform that place to be a makom of
kedushah. At that point, they wanted to stay. But
Hashem said otherwise, Wwo° ;7% %¥. When they passed
the test in one location, it was time to move on to
conquer the next. Sometimes, the mission took a while,
sometimes it was accomplished in one day. The
duration depended on how much tumah there was and
how much time it would take to transform it into a
makom kadosh.

We can learn from the parshah of mas’aos a
tremendous musar haskil regarding the challenges we
all face in our own lives. Sometimes we feel that we are
in a situation of tumah. Our ruchniyus level is
challenged and we may think to ourselves, “If only
Hashem would put me in a better situation, | would be
so much better off. | would learn so much better. |
would daven so much better.”

But that’s a mistake. Every situation Hashem places us
in has a specific purpose. Hashem is specifically putting
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us in a challenging situation in order to challenge us
and raise us to even higher heights.

Our outlook needs to be "wo> 7195 5y 1> 1770 73", We
will accept any challenge Hashem sends our way with
complete bitachon that this situation is custom suited
for us, and when we overcome that challenge, we are
willing and ready to embrace the next one.

Desire to Desire

DX *32 03 1230 1PN MNP RN 127P2 WK NDDOR)
(7,8°) 2 12987 1 1NN

The Chofetz Chaim points out that initially the pasuk
writes that the Asafsuf, the lowest level of Klal Yisrael,
were 7D KRNI, The majority of Klal Yisrael were happy
to eat the Man, which was a maachal ruchni and they
weren’t interested in b’sar taavah. It was only the
lower levels that had this issue.

But that was just the beginning. People are naturally
influenced by their surroundings and eventually, the
taavah of the asafsuf spread throughout Klal Yisrael, to
the point of &7w° *12 03 1927 12w, Everyone in Klal
Yisrael became influenced to the degree that not only
did they also desire meat, but they even shed tears
over it!

The Chofetz Chaim says we learn from here how careful
we need to be about hashpa’as hasevivah. Often,
something negative starts with just a few people and
no one else is even interested. But that doesn’t mean
it’s not a problem. Left undealt with, it will eventually
fester and spread to everyone.

Another point the Chofetz Chaim makes is that the
Torah writes XN NXN7. The meforshim explain that the
Yidden of the Dor De’ah who were living a life of

kedushah, eating Man and drinking from the B’eir didn’t
have any taavah for natural food. But they were MXnn
RN, they wanted to desire. The Chofetz Chaim says we
know that 703 yaw> X% A0 278, and %10 732 12 VW n
o°nRA, but this was something else. They desired to
desire!

712177 7210 777, says the Chofetz Chaim. All middos can
be used for bad and for good. Many Yidden, especially
young bachurim, struggle to develop a taam in learning.
mwp m>nna 93, and they don’t yet have a cheishek. But
even if they haven’t developed the taavah for learning
yet, they can be &0 MR A person doesn’t have to
wait for 770 yaw® XY 770 N2AXR to work on ahavas
haTorah. Even before they taste the pleasure of
learning, they can daven to Hashem to express their
desire to desire.

r
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Rebbi Chanina ben Dosa’s Greatness

One Friday afternoon, Rebbi Chanina ben Dosa saw that
his daughter was sad. He said to her: “My daughter, why
are you sad?”

She said to him: “A vessel of vinegar was switched with a
vessel of oil, and | tried to light a fire for Shabbos.” She
wanted to light the oil in honor of Shabbos. However, she
accidentally got vinegar, which doesn’t light on fire, and
there was not enough time to get oil.

He said to her: “My daughter, what does it matter to
you? He Who said that oil should light, He will say to the
vinegar to light!” Hashem is the one Who makes oil light
on fire. Hashem can just as easily make vinegar light on
fire.

This vinegar light stayed lit the entire day of Shabbos until
they they lit the Havdalah candle from it, because it was
still burning at the end of Shabbos!

A Familiar Menorah

At the end of Churban Europa, Harry, a Jewish soldier,
adopted a young survivor named Shimon. Shimon had
somehow managed to save hisfamily's Chanukah
menorah, and he always kept it with him.

Back in New York after the war, it was Chanukah time, and
Shimon requested that they light his family's menorah. Of
course, Harry's family agreed. As you can imagine, it was
a very emotional lighting. They decided that every year
they would light that menorah in addition to their own.

One year after Menorah lighting, there was a knock on
the door. Harry opened it and found a middle-aged
woman standing there. She wanted to know if she could

e
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buy the menorah in the window, as it reminded her of one
she used to have back in Europe before the war. Harry
called Shimon to the door. He introduced the woman and
explained her request.

Shimon took one look at her and screamed, "MAMA!"

The Feather Pillow

A man was constantly saying lashon hara about other
people. After a while, he felt remorse for what he had
done, and went to his rav to ask how he could remedy the
lashon hara he had spoken.

After giving the matter some thought, the rav said to him,
“Go home, get one of your feather pillows, and bring it
back to me.” Surprised by the rav’s response, the man
followed went home to get a feather pillow. He brought it
to the rav.

“Now,” said the rav, “Open the pillow and pull out all the
feathers. Then, come back to me tomorrow.” Confused,
the man did as he was told.

The next day, the rav said, “Now, | want you to find every
single one of the feathers and put them back into the
pillow. Then, you will get your atonement.”

“That’s impossible,” said the man, almost in tears. “The
window is open and the wind has scattered them all over
the room and blown many feathers outside. | can’t
possibly find them alll”

“Yes,” said the rav. “And that is what happens when you
speak lashon hara about someone else. Once you talk
about someone, the words fly from one person’s mouth
to another, just like these feathers flew in the wind. Once
you say them, you can never take them back.”

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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The Bais Halevi

At the age of sixteen, Rav Yoshe Ber Soloveitchik, the
renowned Torah scholar with whom the dynasty of Brisk
originated, was invited to the city of Minsk to give shiurim.
His shiurim were very popular, and he attracted many new
talmidim.

A very rich woman, Mrs. Kagan (not her real name), a
descendant from very prestigious Torah scholars,
suggested to her husband that Rav Yoshe Ber would make
an excellent match for their daughter.

Her husband, an extremely wealthy businessman, was not
well-learned, but he was scrupulous. Raised among
Chassidim, he observed even the smallest Chassidic
custom. Upon hearing her suggestion, her husband
traveled to Minsk to personally observe Rav Yoshe Ber and
was very impressed with him.

While in Minsk, Mr. Kagan learned that Rav Yoshe Ber
would only accept a marriage proposal suggested by his
father. Mr. Kagan went to his friend Rav Baruch
Mordechai, the Bobroisker Rav, and asked him to write a
letter to Rav Yoshe Ber's father, the Kovner Rav, proposing
the match. Mr. Kagan would guarantee the support of the
new couple so that Rav Yoshe Ber could continue learning
uninterrupted.

Rabbi Baruch Mordechai consented, and wrote the letter.
He soon received an answer from the Kovner Rav saying
that he intended to be in Minsk shortly and would discuss
it with his son. Shortly thereafter, the match was
arranged, and a date for the wedding was set.

The wedding, in honor of these two very prestigious
families, was extraordinary. In honor of the Kovner Rav,

great Torah scholars, presumably misnagdim, came to the

wedding, and in honor of the Kallah's side, prestigious
Chassidic scholars came, all in perfect harmony,
exchanging Torah thoughts and dancing together.

After the wedding, Rav Yoshe Ber was given a house and
all the sefarim he needed.

Some time later, he and his wife Rochel were blessed with
a daughter. As Rav Yoshe Ber continued to give shiurim, his
reputation grew. Only Rochel's brother Aharon was
unhappy that Rav Yoshe Ber had entered the family, since
his brother-in-law had captured all the attention. When
Aharon noticed that Rav Yosha Ber was not keeping
certain Chassidic customs, he complained to his father.

Aharon continued to complain to his father about Rav
Yoshe Ber, claiming that he was not the great scholar
everyone thought him to be. "He is very charismatic with
people," Aharon said. "When people tell him their Torah
explanations, he compliments them and they are
flattered. On the outside, he seems pious, but he is really
lax and does not observe even simple customs."

At first, when Aharon spoke like this, his father replied,
"You're just jealous." But as time went on, Aharon's words
began to penetrate, and his father became more
apprehensive.

After a few years, the evil outcome of Aharon's slander
was apparent. That year, the first day of Sukkos was
Shabbos. Rav Yoshe Ber sat at the right of his wealthy
father-in-law, in the front of the big shul, on the bench
reserved for the scholarly or wealthy.

"Now that it’s Shabbos, we must switch the order in which
the payit is said. Which order should we switch to?"
someone asked Rav Yoshe Ber.

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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Rav Yoshe Ber was unaccustomed to saying the payit at
all, since it was not his father's custom to include them in
the regular Yom Tov davening. He admitted that he did
not know the order in which the payit was to be recited.

Upon hearing this, Mr. Kagan began to think that his son
was right. "Rav Yoshe Ber is supposed to be a scholar, and
yet he doesn’t even know the order of the payit! He
fooled me, and I'll never forgive him for it," he thought to
himself. "I'll demand that he divorce my precious
daughter. | will not stand for this."

He kept his thoughts to himself until after Simchas Torah,
and then confided the plan to his wife. Although she cried
and pleaded with him not to carry it out, he would not
budge. He even blamed her, because the match had been
her idea in the first place.

Then, he went to his daughter and convinced her that it
would not be advantageous to stay married to this
deceiver. He would no longer support them, and such a
husband could bring no means of support. Eighteen-year-
old Rochel was convinced.

Mr. Kagan finally approached Rav Yosha Ber. He
interrupted his son-in-law as he was learning in his room.
Without any explanation, Mr. Kagan exclaimed that his
daughter wanted a divorce. He said he was willing to give
as much money as Rav Yoshe Ber wanted, as long as he
would consent to give the divorce.

Rav Yoshe Ber realized it was not his wife's idea, and
attempted to convince his father-in-law that it was a
terrible aveirah to break up a family, especially with a
small child. Finally, Rav Yoshe Ber threatened to take his
wife and child and live on his own. He would not divorce
his wife without cause.

SS—=1 Seudah Stories

However, when he told his wife his plan to leave, to his
surprise and disbelief, he found that her father had
already convinced her. He could not change her mind.
Having no alternative, he was forced to give her the
divorce. Rav Yoshe Ber not only refused any money as
compensation, he left everything his father-in-law had
ever given him, including sefarim and clothing.

After the divorce procedure, Rav Yoshe Ber put on his old
suit, already small, and took only his belongings and
sefarim from before the marriage. As he was about to
leave, his mother-in-law, the only one in the family who
sided with him, came in, crying. Rav Yoshe Ber asked her
for forgiveness for perhaps not giving her the proper
respect during the years he had stayed in her house. He
begged her to take good care of her grandchild, and
kissed his little daughter good-bye.

Rav Yoshe Ber eventually remarried, and had a son who
illuminated the whole world with his Torah, Rav Chaim
Soloveitchik, the famous Rav of Brisk.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com.

Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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Slabodka Rosh Yeshivah

Rav Mordechai Shulman ZT”L (1902 - 1982)
Part 3

Yahrtzeit vaw 12

During the war years, the Chofetz Chaim would send Rav
Mordechai to various political gatherings to gather
information about the progress of the war. One time, Rav
Mordechai returned and began to relate what he had
heard. He had barely begun to speak when the Chofetz
Chaim started to nod his head, as if agreeing with the
report. To Rav Mordechai’s utter amazement, the Chofetz
Chaim elaborated and explained all the other details
which he had heard, even before he had time to say
them. This happened over and over again, for months on
end.

Decades later, when once studying the Siddur HaGra, Rav
Mordechai discovered the Vilna Gaon’s comment on,
“and His servants [the angels] all stand at the heights of
the world and announce with fear and a loud voice the
words of the living G-d and King of the Universe.” The
Gaon explains that at the start of each day, the angels
announce Hashem’s plan for Creation and the events that
are destined to occur on that day. Rav Mordechai realized
that these words described the Chofetz Chaim, who had
heard the daily announcements of the angels, predicting
what was going to happen in the world each day.
However, when recounting the greatness of the Chofetz
Chaim, Rav Mordechai said that the most amazing thing
about the Chofetz Chaim was his hasmadah, diligence, in
learning Torah!

Rav Mordechai followed the Chofetz Chaim’s tradition of
studying Midrash on Shabbos. Every week, the Chofetz

Chaim would test him on his knowledge of that week’s
midrashim, often expressing his satisfaction with the boy’s
development in this area. Until the end of his life, the
Yalkut Shimoni and Midrash Tanchumah never left Rav
Mordechai’s Shabbos table.

Rav Mordechai took his place among the most
outstanding talmidim in the Radiner Yeshiva. He was soon
accepted into the most advanced Vaad. His memory,
brilliance, and great diligence were remarkable. Fellow
talmidim of that period remember him as the most
brilliant lamdan in the yeshiva.

The two years spent in close contact with the Chofetz
Chaim left a deep imprint on Rav Mordechai, one which
he would carry with him for the rest of his life. He had
been granted a unique spiritual experience which few in
our generation have merited. Indeed, for Rav Mordechai,
speech was a holy activity to be used only to worship
Hashem, and not to be abused, as he clearly learned from
the Chofetz Chaim. Not a word left Rav Mordechai’s
mouth unless it met some pressing need. He was
extremely wary of bringing stories of Gedolei Yisroel to the
level of mundane conversation. He would never relate a
story unless some practical lesson or new idea could be
learned from it, an idea which would elevate the spiritual
level of his listeners.

At the beginning of 1919, a group of the Chofetz Chaim’s
closest students — Rav Mordechai among them — were
sent to the Slabodka Yeshiva, then exiled to Kremenchug

CHAYEINuwee li lys‘lmhhns Inspiration
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in the Ukraine. Rav Mordechai first went to see the Alter
of Slabodka. After their reunion, the Alter was overheard
commenting to his family, “That bachur is saturated with
Torah and yiras shamayim.” Rav Mordechai spent about
one year in Kremenchug, imbibing the elevating spirit of
Slabodka. In spite of the terrible privations during the
war, Rav Mordechai was slowly developing his soul into a

glorious spiritual edifice. Murder, pogroms and other
dangers brought Rav Mordechai to leave Kremenchug for
his home in Tiktin, where he was reunited with his mother
and family, whom he had not seen since he left for Brisk.
On the way, he took a detour to spend a few more months
with the Chofetz Chaim.

Rav Mordechai found his family living in dire poverty. His
eldest brother had tried to keep their deceased father’s
factory operational, but the war decreased the flow of
business and their lot was indeed pitiful. Their poverty
had also not allowed the family to marry off the oldest
sister. His heart full of pain, Rav Mordechai decided to
remain at home and help out as best he could, at least
until his sister could marry.

But soon Rav Mordechai became seriously ill, hovering for
days between life and death. Despite his feverish state,
Rav Mordechai recognized the clear message from
Heaven — remaining home was not going to help the
family’s situation. He resolved to return to yeshiva as
soon as he was strong enough to get out of bed. However,
he did not inform his family of his decision, fearing that
they would try to persuade him to change his mind. He
resolved that even if they tried to stop him, he would run
away, no matter what the cost. As it turned out, none of
his contingency plans were necessary. As soon as he
recovered, his mother and brothers decided to send him
back to yeshiva immediately. He was overjoyed.

The Slabodka Yeshiva returned to Slabodka in 1920.
Before Rav Mordechai set out, he sent a letter to the
Chazon Ish, who was living in Vilna, informing him of his
intention to visit for a short time before going to
Slabodka. When he arrived in Vilna, he was met by R’
Yosef the shochet, then serving as Rav Chaim Ozer’s
personal secretary. R’ Yosef informed Rav Mordechai that
Rav Chaim Ozer had requested that he come to see him as
soon as he arrived. Rav Mordechai was apprehensive. No
one knew of his arrival in Vilna except for the Chazon Ish.
He was concerned that something had happened to him.
And he felt great awe and trepidation in going to see the
Gadol Ha’Dor, Rav Chaim Ozer!

The home of Rav Chaim Ozer was humming with
numerous visitors. Rav Mordechai stood in the corner of
the room until Rav Chaim Ozer noticed him and asked who
he was. Rav Mordechai said shyly, “I was told that our
master had requested to see me.” R’ Chaim Ozer said, “I
know the Chazon Ish to be the type of person who never
interrupts his learning for anything. | thought that no
power in the world could cause him to become so excited
that his concentration would be impaired. But the
prospect of your visit has affected him in precisely that
way. | wanted to see the cause of this wondrous
occurrence for myself.”

This was the first visit between Rav Mordechai and Rav
Chaim Ozer, a visit which laid the cornerstone for a deep
and close relationship. Rav Chaim Ozer then presented
Rav Mordechai with a copy of his work, Achiezer.

To be continued...

Reprinted with permission from
“The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

no5yna nwIa

1. What in this week’s nw19 is mentioned in Nawy NHny nav?

2. Which three nationalities are mentioned in this week’s nv19?
3. When in this week’s nw19 is 0*X*2) and 01115 mentioned?
4. List three double MY that are found in this week’s nwH9.

5. Who in this week’s nw19 is referred to as a 9yv»?
a. List nine people in mwXY2 990 and two people in NNV 190 that were
called a . !

6. Which nwvy1p in this week’s nw19 wasn’t holy?

7. What two things did the D>xnL by YWXI NDS have in common with the n»a
TNAON?

8. lwas by nax non,
| was by )10 ©> ny»p,
| was by the v,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who am I?

9. To us a N>72 was given,
A n592a to be like us, two were given.
During one of the m5» many of us were affected.
In this week’s w15 we were remembered.
Who are we?

Need a hint?
! Easier Version: When are the following, called a 2w)? Yy , YN, DN, NVIN PN ,qDY 00V VY AP PN ATWON  ONYDYS
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Answers

1. By mnw nav we say "2 NXIP 1IN T2y »5” and in this week’s nw19 he is called
(3,22) nvnH Ty

2. YN M3, TN and WD

3. D252 M and ©N) N BY 93 1N

4. 1) ¢o,m OMNM DN 2) 0,0) WIRYWN 3) (p,2) PP PV

5. ovn

a. WY IWIN IR - INYIY?
(2> ,X5 P19 7,00 PI9)

b. NN VIV MY NP - 9PN
(3,25 PN NPPYI)

C. N9 IWM MIN) - PNYY
(N ,25 PN NPPYI)
(¥3,12) DIWIN VT - 2Py’
(33,12) DMIWIN VT - VY

(V2,79) IWHN INK NI — DIY
(2>,81) T2Y MY W) - 4O
(N,20) XNN IWIN NNV - 1A
(30,NN) DMIYIN NN T2 - NYIN
j- (30,NN) DN NN TI1D - BMION
k. (0,2) noa 9y mm - nwn

[ (N 00) vy XD ) - ywind

> oo

6. The bN9v> 21 are told 770y WwTpnn” — which »vA explains that it means o0y 01"
"nNYNSY. (Prepare yourselves for punishments)

7. 1) They asked a nYxw to which nwn didn’t know the answer and they were no1 to have
a Nv19o taught through them (see »7wn) 2) They both said ¥y /vy Nnd

8. Whoam I? Wind

9. Next week....

Last Week’s Riddle:

| am one of the five, - grains

| am one of the seven, - DYNN Nyav

My end came by the seventh, - by 72 monit says | was destroyed
| have a connection to the second day of no9, - the "y yap

| am used for a msn in this week’s nw99. - VD PPN

Who am I? - DMWYV - barley

NOON 12 171 X1 12 DM IR INT 12 PRD PYY NITHIN — DNHY NRITD
977090 TOON 12 TYT PN, N7Y APY TIT N 1D 1592 ,973 DNNIAN 12 DINY YD
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MNMNY MM YOO
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Pischei Parsha — Behaaloscha

CHAYEING Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings

Weelily

Shattns fnspivafon @7 R I D D L E S

Name 2 relatives, mentioned in Parshas Behaaloscha, one of whom lit a menorah, and one of whom
acted as if placed in a menorah.
e Aharon lit the menorah in the mishkan.”
e When Hashem gave nevuah to the 70 Zekeinim, Moshe was like a “candle placed in a menorah,”
sharing his “fire” with them, without diminishing his own flame.?

Did Moshe carry the klei hamishkan along with his family, the descendants of Kehas?
The maximum age to carry the mishkan was 50°, and Moshe was over 80.

Where do we see that the women of Shevet Levi demonstrated their dedication and self sacrifice, in
order to ensure the honor of the mishkan?

When traveling, many of them had to manage their children and belongings by themselves, while their
husbands were carrying the mishkan.

Name 3 pesukim from Parshas Behaaloscha which we say during davening when handling a Sefer
Torah.
“Vayehi binsoa’* when taking the Sefer Torah from the aron.
“U’vnucho yomar™ when returning it to the aron.
The phrase, “V’zos HaTorah...al pi Hashem b’yad Moshe,” which we say during hagbah, is a
combination of 2 pesukim, the second of which is found in Behaaloscha and describes Bnei Yisrael’s
travels.®

JUST CURIOUS

When Aharon saw the nasi of Shevet Ephraim bring his korbanos during the inauguration of the

hamishkan, he felt bad that he couldn’t participate, and Hashem told him, “Don’t worry — you will light

the menorah.”” Why was Aharon’s reaction triggered specifically by Shevet Ephraim?

¢ Bnei Yisrael is always represented by 12 shevatim. Yosef is typically represented by his bechor,

Menashe. When Aharon saw that Ephraim was also included in the 12 nesiim, he understood the
implication that there would not be a slot left for Shevet Levi®
The korbanos were brought in the order that the machanos traveled. When traveling, the order was:
Gad, followed by Levi, and then Ephraim. When the korban of Ephraim followed immediately after that
of Gad, Aharon understood that Levi had been “skipped.”

The menorah was 18 tefachim tall (shorter than a person). Why were stairs needed in order to light it?
When learning or teaching Torah (which is represented by the menorah), we can’t settle for our first, shallow
understanding. Rather, we must “stand over it, and lean in deep,” analyzing carefully, and making sure others
fully understand.™
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The Torah praises Aharon for doing what he was told, and lighting the menorah without any
deviation." Isn’t that expected?
e He is praised for consistently lighting the menorah with enthusiasm, without deviating from the
excitement of the first time."?
With the amount of excitement that Aharon had, anyone else would have accidentally spilled the oil or
dro1\gvned the wicks. He was able to be excited, yet perform the mitzvah with precision, not deviating at
all.

Hashem has “rights” to the bechoros because He saved them from makkas bechoros.' Why were they
at risk, such that they needed to be saved? They weren’t evil Mitzrim!
e Hashem sent a disease, unknown to us, which targeted a unique biological feature shared by alll
maternal bechoros. Had Hashem not protected our bechoros, they would have died.'
As the leaders, the bechoros of Bnei Yisrael were responsible for any shortcomings of the nation, and
were thus at risk during makkas bechoros. In Mitzrayim, Hashem gave them a kedusha which protected
them from this makkah, which now needed to be transferred to the Leviim.'®

In Bnei Yisrael’s second Nissan, Hashem told them about the mitzvah of korban pesach."” They just
got this mitzvah in Mitzrayim a year ago, and learned the mitzvos at Har Sinai! Did something happen
over that year, which warranted another reminder?
e No — Moshe was just repeating it when practically relevant.™
o After their involvement in the Chet HaEigel, Bnei Yisrael were concerned that perhaps they gained the
status of a “ben neichar,” a category which includes gentiles or someone from Bnei Yisrael who rejects
the Torah, who can’t participate in the Korban Pesach. By reminding them about the Korban Pesach,
Hashem was letting them know that they were forgiven.'®
Korban Pesach recalls that Hashem “jumped over” and spared the bechoros of Bnei Yisrael, which
was the source of their unique status. Now that the bechoros had been replaced by the Kohanim and
Leviim, one might think that the Korban Pesach should not be brought, since it could actually highlight
the rejection of the bechoros. Hashem therefore clarified that Korban Pesach was still a mitzvah.?°

Why did the people who were t’‘mei meis come to Moshe AND Aharon to ask if they could bring the
Korban Pesach, if Moshe would be the only one who could tell them the halacha?
e Moshe and Aharon were sitting together in the beis medrash.?'
e So that if Moshe would tell them that they could bring the Korban Pesach, Aharon HaKohein could do
the necessary avodah right away.*

Moshe taught the halachos of Pesach Sheini 30 days in advance. From this we derive that we should
begin learning hilchos Pesach 30 days before yom tov.”® What'’s the proof? That just happens to be
when the tamei individuals asked their question!

Moshe could have simply told the questioners, “For now, don’t do Pesach Rishon; we’'ll discuss Pesach Sheini
later.” We model our learning schedule after his decision to teach them about Pesach Sheini immediately.**
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The pesukim of “Vayehi binsoa ha’aron,”®® which interrupt between the negative events of Bnei Yisrael

being relieved to leave Har Sinai, and their complaining in the midbar, are surrounded by a backwards
letter “nun” on each side. Why was that letter chosen (as opposed to maybe a “chof,” if it’s supposed
to act like parenthesis)?

The word “nun” means “fish” in Aramaic. A fish is attracted to life-supportive water, and avoids the shore.
When Bnei Yisrael fled Har Sinai, they acted like a “backwards nun (fish),” with its “back” to the pesukim about
our life-giving Torah, and its “face” towards a description of the earthly encampent — a life of indulgence and
approval seeking, which can even lead one to perform mitzvos mainly for the sake of public recognition. The
latter nun refers to their complaint that they missed the free fish of Mitzrayim.?®

When the Asafsuf complained about their lack of meat, and how much they missed the foods they had
in Mitzrayim, they added, “We are always looking at the mann!”?” Why did they mention that? While
they’re anyway complaining, they threw in a line about the poor scenery?

We enzjé)y food more when we can see it.?® They complained that their food, the mann, always looked the
same.

If you just chew meat, and spit it out, do you have to wait before eating dairy?

There is a machlokes why we wait: Rashi holds that swallowing meat causes a lingering taste, whereas the
Rambam holds that chewing meat inevitably leaves remnants between one’s teeth, as evidenced by the
Torah’s description of the complainers who died while, “Meat was still in their teeth.”*® We hold like both
opinions, and thus one would have to wait.*'

Hashem “pulled aside” Aharon and Miriam, before speaking to them about the unique greatness of
Moshe, because we only fully praise someone while not in his presence.*> Why didn’t Hashem leave
them where they were, and just not make this nevuah “audible” to Moshe?

Can one be as great as Moshe?
As big of a tzaddik, yes®; as big of a navi, no*.

When Moshe davened that Miriam be healed from tzaraas, he said, “Hashem, please heal her.”** Why
didn’t he say, “Mi shebeirach avoseinu...Hu yevareich v’yerapei es hacholah Miriam bas Yocheved...”
mentioning her by nhame, as we typically do?

Ordinarily, one should daven in a very clear and precise way, such as by mentioning the name of a specific
choleh for whom he is davening.®® When one is in the presence of the choleh, this is unnecessary.*” Some
hold that, in general, mentioning the name of the choleh arouses heavenly judgement against him, and
although typically this negative consequence is outweighed by the benefits of davening for him by name, when
one can avoid mentioning his name, such as in his presence, one should.*® Others hold that even in the
choleh’s presence one can mention his name.*
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IN YOUR OPINION

Aharon is praised for maintaining his excitement to light the menorah, every day (see above). Do you
have any “mitzvah routines” that have become “stale”? How can you reintroduce excitement?

Did you ever struggle to adjust to a certain setting, and when you finally got comfortable, things
changed? Did you ever find yourself in an uncomfortable setting, hoping you would get used to it, but
it never improved?

As Bnei Yisrael followed the anan in the midbar, when they stopped to set up camp, they had no idea if they
would be there for a long time, or leave shortly. Sometimes, they would comfortably settle, and immediately re-
pack; other times, they would feel “stuck” in an uncomfortable setting for an extended period. This experience
trained Bnei Yisrael to have complete confidence in Hashem, patiently following His guidance, even without
comprehending it.*°

The chatzotzros were chiseled out of a solid block of silver.*’ How do you think they made these long,
narrow, hollow instruments?

Machane Dan traveled last and gathered things that people dropped, in order to return them.*? Would
you be disappointed traveling last, or be happy to have this job? What do you think the system was for
people to get their things back, when they stopped to camp?

Sometimes, someone will complain about something trivial, and others will become frustrated by his
pettiness. Often, something deeper is bothering the complainer, and he may not even know it. Can you
think of a time when you, or someone else, has done this? (No names please.)

Although Bnei Yisrael complained that they missed the free fish which they received in Mitzrayim, they didn’t
really think that it was better to be slaves with free fish.*® They felt pressured by a life of mitzvos, but didn’t
want to say that, so they instead complained that it was better in Mitzrayim.*

Why is it important to learn from a rebbe?

Nevuah overflowed from Moshe onto the 70 Zekeinim, even though they weren't fully suitable for it. The same
thing happens when a talmid learns with a rebbe: he receives an overflow of chochma which is greater than his
own natural abilities.*

What is the best way to stop liking pizza?
Eat a ton of it. Some people complain that they don’t have enough of something they enjoy, until they finally
overindulge and wind up hating it. This is what happened to the Asafsuf who craved meat.*®

What'’s the earliest chesed that you can remember someone doing for you?

Hashem made Bnei Yisrael wait and delayed their travels until Miriam was healed from her tzaraas. This was
done to repay the chesed that she had done when she waited and watched baby Moshe in the river’” — 80
years earlier!
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A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NN YN NIV

Rav Shalom Sharabi zatzal lived on the highest levels
of emunah and bitachon. It was precisely that which
gave him the equanimity to selflessly dedicate himself
to his people. He tried to teach his students to strive
for great madreigos of emunah and bitachon as well.
Let’s learn from some powerful stories which bring out
these lessons.

In Eretz Yisroel at that time there was civil war. It was
anarchy. Looting was common. Although the yidden
stayed locked up in their houses, they didn’t feel safe.
They never knew when the doors would be broken in
by wild bands, coming to plunder and kill.

On one particularly difficult night when the yidden
were locked in their houses because of the danger that
lurked outside, there was a storm shaking the streets
of Yerushalayim. The rain was coming down in
buckets! Gale force winds shook anything that could
be rattled. Only the stones stood in one place,
everything else seemed to be shaking as if it would lift
up into the whirlwind of the sky at any moment! It was
a frightening sight.

Walking on the street was a blind lady being led by her
daughter. They were victims of the war, with no other
family. It was just the two of them together. They had
no food and were starving to death. They hoped they
could find someone who would have something for
them to eat.

Finally, they found a kind yid who gave them a basket
of food. They slowly returned to their house. The
mother had no shoes, so her feet were freezing as she
walked through the mud. Slushing in front of her was
her little daughter. Her teeth were clattering. She had
nothing to cover herself with besides for a thin dress.
They were hoping to make it back to their house
safely.
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Just then, a figure turned into the long, dark
Yerushalayim alleyway. It was Reb Shalom Sharabi
walking to his Yeshiva in the middle of the night. He
noticed what was happening. With long, confident
strides he approached them. Before the woman
realized what was happening, he took off his shoes.

He told the little girl, “Quickly! Put these on your
mother! Don’t you realize how great the danger is!?”

Then he took off his own coat and said to the little girl,
“Wrap yourself with this right now! You can catch
pneumonial”

The girl was rendered speechless! There was no time
to even thank the tzaddik, he had disappeared as
quickly as he had come! Slushing through the wet
streets in his socks, his shirt being drenched by the
storm, he continued to stride through the streets of
Yerushalayim as if nothing had happened. His mind
was still delving in the Yerushalayim Shel Ma’alah and
his heart was warmed by what had just occurred. Reb
Shalom knew that it was Hashem who was keeping
him warm and healthy, not the coat and shoes. He had
been doing a mitzvah by wearing them, and now that
a mitzvah of chessed came his way, he was thrilled to
be Hashem’s conduit to help His beloved children.
Amazing!

Here is another story:

There was a wonderful boy in Eretz Yisroel named
Aharon. He was a masmid who learned well. One day,
he came home from Yeshiva with an odd twitch. He
kept banging his nose. He said there was a fly in his
nose, and he kept on hitting himself harder and
harder. At first, his parents thought it was a passing
phase and laughed it off, but when this twitch



continued day after day and people started calling
him, “Aharon the Nose Zetzer”, his family realized,
that there was something terribly wrong.

Six months passed and the twitch didn’t go away. His
nose was beet red, and broken from the constant
banging. He refused to go to Yeshiva, he refused to go
to shul. His parents were horrified to see what had
become of their once-promising son. He sat the entire
day in the corner of his room banging away at his nose,
crying and screaming, “Why doesn’t anyone believe
me? There is a fly in my nose.”

One day a man approached Reb Mechal, the boy’s
father, “Why don’t you travel to Yerushalayim and
speak to Rav Shalom Sharabi? You know that he is a
great mekubal.”

“That is true,” said Reb Mechal, “he is a great mekubal,
but | have also heard that he is not the type of mekubal
that uses shaimos to make miracles. From what | hear,
he just uses his emunah to teach people to believe in
Hashem.”

“You are right.” his friend responded, “He’s not the
type of person who will look at you and say, “Ah! Say
tehillim seven times, carry this paper around your
neck, and you will be healed!” But | hear that many
people who have gone to him have been helped. He
teaches people how to be mispallel to Hashem.”

Reb Mechal, his wife, and their son made the long and
difficult trip to Yerushalayim. Reb Mechal came to the
Yeshiva of Bais Kel and waited until he finally had the
opportunity to speak to the tzaddik. It was hard for
him to get the words out of his mouth. It had been
such a difficult six months.

Finally, he burst into tears and said, “Rebbe! | once had
a promising son, but now he sits a whole day in the
corner and bangs his nose. Everyone has rachmunus
on me, they’re all talking about my poor son.”

Mechel fell at the feet of Reb Shalom, and he began to
yell and scream, “lI heard you are a niwviw' i9,
Rebbe, you must help me! Please! You must help!”
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“Only Hashem can help,” came Reb Shalom’s calm
reply. The man began to cry! His sobs were so loud the
walls shook! “Do | have to leave this world with such a
son?”

“You didn’t hear what I said,” said Rav Shalom. “l didn’t
say you’re going to leave the world without the
problem being solved, but only Hakadosh Baruch Hu
can help you. That doesn’t mean | can’t show you how
to be mispallel. Bring your son tomorrow to the
Yeshiva during the time of tefillah.”

The next morning, they took their son, who was
banging away at his nose, and they placed him next to
the amud. Rav Shalom Sharabi approached the amud
and the talmidim waited to begin davening. It was very
quiet in the Bais Medrash. Then the Rashash softly
began to daven. His voice became louder and louder,
sweeter and sweeter. The tzaddik began to cry and
bring out all the emotions from the depths of his heart.

The whole tzibbur was so overwhelmed by the
kedushah and shine that seemed to blaze from Rav
Shalom, that they forgot to look at the deranged boy
banging away at his nose. There was a certain
sweetness, a certain scent in the air that was
something special. Finally, the boy just stood up and

shrugged. He wasn’t banging at his nose anymore!

Rav Shalom didn’t say anything, but the talmidim
understood that this was a dybbuk, some type of a
neshamah that had entered within the boy. Rav
Shalom didn’t have to speak to the dybbuk, but when
he generated enough kedusha and tahara in the room
through his tefillah, the dybbuk couldn’t take the
kedushah and it just had to leave.

Rav Shalom’s complete dedication to Hashem and His
children was evident in everything he did. Whether
giving the coat off his back and the shoes off his feet
for another yid, or teaching a desperate yid that
yeshuos come through davening to Hashem, he
constantly imparted lessons of emunah and bitachon.
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ngakl‘ Hi|chos Shabbos

Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

Shabbos Inspiration €/
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Is it permissible to place magnetic letters on a fridge?
Some Poskim are of the opinion that one may not place magnetic letters or figures
on a fridge or magnets on a Tic-Tac-Toe board, or chocolate letters on the top of a
cake, since attaching letters or figures to a background is a form of writing.
Although chocolate letters or figures should not be placed on a cake where they

will stick, they may merely be laid on top of a cake from where they can be easily
removed.

Is it permissible to write on the water condensation that appeared on a cold
bottle, or on a window pane?

It is forbidden to write on water condensation.
Similarly, one may not form letters or figures in dust, sand, snow, or in soft fuzzy
material etc. Erasing such letters and figures is prohibited as well.

If a written page is ripped, is it permissible to recreate the page by placing
the pieces together or conversely, to separate the pieces?

If all the individual letters printed on the page are recognizable when the pieces are
separated, it is permissible to both place them together and to separate them;
otherwise it is prohibited.

Is it permissible to read a book that has words stamped on the edges of its
pages, as is commonly the case with library books?

Preferably, one should try not to open such books on Shabbos.! It is therefore
advisable to place a piece of paper between the pages prior to Shabbos. One would
then be permitted to read the book on Shabbos, as the words will not be separated
when opening the book. However, if it is necessary to read the book on Shabbos,
and one did not put paper between the pages, one may open the book.

The same applies to a flap on a package that is imprinted with a figure or letter that
becomes formed or separated upon opening and closing, as well as to a board game
whose figures become joined when the board is unfolded and separated when the
board is folded.

10pening such a book is breaking apart words.

The Chofetz Chaim writes in the name of R’ Yonasan Eibishitz that if one

does not learn Hilchos Shabbos very well, it is impossible not to be 93y on
a forbidden act on Shabbos.
To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| noticed a string coming out of my jacket sleeve, the material must have gotten pulled when | was
wearing it. Is there anything | can do about it?

QUESTION 2

What about if the jacket is brand new?

QUESTION 3

How about the string of a NnXN box or something similar?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

Some of my kids like their chicken soup without vegetables. When | ladle it out of the bowl, can | push
the ladle against the side of the pot in order to get only clear soup?

Answer: While "N12 is allowed if taking “good” from “bad” for immediate use, it may never be done with a
73 that is made specifically for (‘N MI2-T"V-T) NWN NNAX NI writes that angling a "?D to prevent
vegetables from coming in is like making a makeshift *72 for 1113, and is not allowed if it prevents all
vegetables from coming in.
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QUESTION 2

| usually serve iced tea in a pitcher on hot Naw afternoons. If the pitcher has a piece by the spout that
keeps the ice cubes in and just lets the iced tea pour out, can | still use it?

Answer: While such a pitcher seems to be a "7?2 made for 1112, one can be lenient. Firstly, most people like
both the iced tea as well as the ice, and therefore the ice isn't considered an unwanted item and M2 is
not occurring, as no “bad” is being separated from “good”. Secondly, the W'N |ITh discusses a teapot that
has a filter at it's end to prevent loose tea leaves from falling in. He writes it is allowed to be used on Nay,
as it is not seen as a 72 of M1, but rather just a teapot. The filter is considered incidental to the "72.
Although it is hard to fully understand his reasoning, since we also have the first reason to be lenient, it
may be used.

QUESTION 3

The salt in my saltshaker started clumping, so | put some rice into it. Can | use it on Naw?

Answer: At first glance, one may compare the salt shaker to the above-mentioned teapot of the WN |ITh
where it is considered a teapot, not a "72 of 1IA. Similarly, one could argue that a salt shaker can't become
a "72 of NI, However, as mentioned, the WX |ITN is not easy to understand and is hard to apply to other case.
Therefore, one should be NN, as 12 with a "7 is an NINN N ID'N.

ADDENDUM TO WEEK 30

We wrote that a toilet which usually doesn’t get stuffed may not be plunged by a Yid. Many people asked
what they can do if it needs plunging at a time when a non-Jew is not available. The ('0-1"7W) YNV |N7W writes
that in such case a person may repair a stuffed pipe using a 'lwW. Therefore, it may be plunged using a ''w.
We appreciate the feedback from our readers!
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Mirrors and Windows

Rav Michel Zlotchiver was a great tzaddik and yarei
shamayim who lived in the 1700’s. He was known to
have possessed ruach hakodesh. When he was a
young man, he decided to go into galus. With his
exile, he hoped to accomplish two things: atone for his
sins through the discomfort of being away from home,
and to spread Torah and mussar through speeches that
he would give in the many towns and cities he visited.

And so, he discarded his usual clothes and dressed in
beggar’s attire. Then he left his hometown to begin his
wanderings. He traveled for many months, sleeping
on hard benches in the shul and relying on the
generosity of others for some bread to eat.

One particularly cold evening, when Maariv was over
and the people began to leave shul for the night, Rav
Michel prepared to settle down in the chilly beis
midrash, where he hoped to fall asleep. To his surprise
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and appreciation, however, he was approached by
someone.

The man was short and thin, with a dark beard and
kind eyes. “Shalom aleichem,” he said pleasantly. “It
seems that you are a guest here.”

Rav Michel shook his hand. “Aleichem shalom. Yes,
I am a traveler passing through this village.”

“My name is Yehoshua,” the man introduced himself.
“It would be my honor to host you for the night. We
don’t have much, but my house is warm and we’re
happy to share what we have with others.”

“Thank you,” Rav Michel said gratefully. The shul
really was uncomfortably cold. “That would be
wonderful.”

Together, the two men walked toward the outskirts of
the town, where Yehoshua lived. Rav Michel soon
discovered that Yehoshua lived very simply, in a
small cottage with just two rooms sitting on a sizable
expanse of land. He had a large family, with many
eager and excited children who seemed just as happy
as he was to host a guest.

There was barely any furniture in the tiny cottage. The
main room contained a stove, a small table, and two
chairs. It was obvious that Yehoshua was not
exaggerating when he’d mentioned that he didn’t have
much. But whatever he did have, he gladly offered to
his guest.

A chair was immediately vacated for Rav Michel,
and he was served a hot, if watery, bowl of soup. Then
he was shown to the only bedroom, where he was
offered the lone bed that stood in the corner. “For our
distinguished guest, only the best will do,” Yehoshua
declared as he brought out fresh linen. He had no idea
that his guest was a great tzaddik, but to him, every
guest was something special, even the poorest of
beggars.

It wasn’t just Yehoshua who loved having guests. The
entire house seemed to have caught their father’s
energy and joy in hosting Rav Michel.



“I’ll shine your shoes,” a smiling boy who looked
about nine-years-old told Rav Michel. “They’ll look
better than new when you put them on again.”

“I’m lighting a fire so that you should be warm,”
another boy chimed in.

Rav Michel was very impressed with the bountiful
hachnasas orchim that he was being shown by this
poor family. He climbed into the bed and prepared to
settle down for the night. “Thank you very much,” he
told his host. “Have a good night.”

“Good night,” Yehoshua responded. Then he heaved
a heavy sigh.

Rav Michel’s eyebrows leaped upward at the sound.
It didn’t sound anything like the joyous man who had
so eagerly waited on him since his arrival. “What’s
the matter?” he asked in concern.

Yehoshua sighed again. “The Gemara says 2173
T1OW 219 NApn 2NIR N1, the mitzvah of hosting
guests is even greater than that of greeting the
Shechinah. One who merits to greet the Shechina, to
see Hashem in Torah or to be connected to Him
through tefillah, will merit to be together with the
Shechinah in Olam Habah as well. But someone who
does hachnasas orchim will merit even more than
that.”

“So what’s the problem?” Rav Michel wondered.

“I love doing hachnasas orchim,” Yehoshua said, his
eyes lighting up just from talking about this beloved
mitzvah. “My family stops and drops everything to be
there for a guest. But we can only give as much as we
have, and we have so little. How I wish I could do
more for my guests! How I long to host guests in the
best way possible, on a far higher standard than just a
bed in the corner of my tiny home.”

Rav Michal shook his head in amazement, thoroughly
impressed. He got out of bed and washed his hands.
“I want to give you a brachah,” he told his host. “May
Hashem bentch you that from now on, you should be
very successful. Your house should get larger and
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larger, and you should be able to do much more
hachnasas orchim!.”

“Amen,” Yehoshua replied, not dreaming that he’d
just received a priceless blessing from a true gadol.
Then he left the room, giving Rav Michel privacy. He,
his wife, and his many children, slept on the floor of
the main room, but none of them were bitter. They felt
lucky to have merited to give up their bedroom for a
guest.

Rav Michel slept until midnight, when he awoke to
recite tikkun chatzos. Then he remained awake to
learn by the feeble light of a candle. When the sun
rose, he prepared to leave the house to go daven.

When he entered the main room, Yehoshua was
waiting to accompany him to shul. “There’s breakfast
waiting for you after davening,” his host informed
him. “I know you are in middle of a journey, but
before you leave town, you must return to my home
for a final meal.”

And so it was. After davening, Rav Michel joined
Yehoshua for breakfast before departing from the
town and continuing his wanderings. He continued to
grow and excel in Torah and yiras shamayim,
eventually becoming a famous rebbe.

In the meantime, Yehoshua returned to the regular
grind of his everyday life. He earned his livelihood by
working as a waiter in a tavern, where he would
prepare drinks and serve customers. After the
‘pauper’ left his home, he went to work as usual,
waiting for the next guest to come to town.

A few weeks later, a generous customer at the tavern
left Yehoshua substantial tip. It was an unexpected
bonus on top of his regular salary, and Yehoshua
decided to use it and invest the sum in a business
venture that could bring him some return. After
thinking it over, he decided to use the money to
purchase seeds, which he would plant on his large

property.

“I always try planting a small garden,” his wife
reminded him. “Every spring, I try to plant, and we
never get more than a handful of produce. What



makes you think that we’ll be able to cultivate enough
crops to sell?”

“Now I have money for good quality seed,” Yehoshua
explained. “We can plow up the entire field and put
down rows and rows of vegetables. Surely, at least
part of it will flourish. Even if just a quarter of it
grows, we’ll have what to sell.”

True to his word, Yehoshua borrowed a plow and dug
up long, neat rows on his field. He planted seeds and
waited for the rains to come. Soon, small shoots of
green appeared on the dark rows. Then the vegetables
began to show, tiny and unripe. Th weather
cooperated beautifully, rain and sunshine and warmth.
The vegetables ripened into delicious, juicy, quality
produce.

Both Yehoshua and his wife noticed that there seemed
to be an unusual brachah in the crop, but they did not
realize to link it to the blessing they had received from
the pauper they had hosted the previous winter. Week
after week for the entire summer, they sold huge
quantities of high-quality vegetables on the market,
netting a tremendous profit.

“I want to add another room to our home, a room
exclusively for guests,” Yehoshua told his wife one
evening, after the weather had grown cold and the
plants had died. “It’s a dream I always had, and now
that we have the means, I want to fulfill it.”

“Absolutely,” his wife agreed. “I am sure that Hashem
blessed us with bounty in the merit of your hachnasas
orchim. The least we can do is use our money to be
able to host guests in a better way.

They hired a carpenter, who added a room to their
home. They furnished the room comfortably and used
it to host their guests. Then Yehoshua reinvested the
rest of their profits into more land and new seeds, in
preparation for the next year’s planting season.

When spring rolled around again, there was double
the amount of land to plow. Yehoshua hired workers
to help him dig up the earth and scatter the seeds.
Once again, the weather was a farmer’s dream, and
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the crop was excellent. The profits of this second
season were double than that of the first.

Yehoshua continued investing his profits until he
became a very wealthy man. He owned vast fields on
the outskirts of the city and moved his family to a
large, palatial mansion on a beautifully manicured lot
in the center of town.

With the changes to his bank account and lifestyle,
however, changes to his character came. While he had
always given generously of his time and attention to
those poorer than him, now he began to set times for
fundraisers. When he’d had little money, he’d
graciously given whatever he could to those seeking
donations. Now that he sat atop of a pile of cash, he
grilled every beggar to ensure he wasn’t being taken
advantage of.

People who had been warmly welcomed in his home
for years were no longer allowed past the front door.
Despite the fact that he had more space in his home,
Yehoshua no longer had any space for guests in his
heart. He was too busy with his business affairs to
look after guests, and even if he wasn’t, he was afraid
they would track mud over his marble floors or ruin
his expensive carpets. He couldn’t risk having
paupers wandering around his home before
disappearing together with his valuables.

Money had changed Yehoshua, and not in a good
way. Instead of using his wealth to better the lives of
others, the money only served to make him worse as
a person.

One day, someone knocked on his door and asked to
speak with him. “Tell him I’'m not available,”
Yehoshua muttered to his butler, returning his
attention to the letter in his hand.

But the guest, who had been on the receiving end of
Yehoshua’s generosity for so many years in his
previous life, refused to leave the door. “I’m not going
anywhere until he agrees to see me,” he insisted. He
kept his word and remained standing with this foot in
the door until Yehoshua reluctantly agreed to see him.



“What do you want?”” Yehoshua asked curtly, coming
to the door.

“I just want to know what happened to you,” the guest
said bravely. “When you were poor, you were a
mentch. You gave tzedakah and did hachnasas orchim
with joy. Now that you have money, these mitzvos
should be easier for you. But instead, you stopped
giving altogether. I can’t understand it.”

Yehoshua did not look the slightest bit embarrassed
by this accusation. “Now that I am wealthy, I see
things from a different perspective. Poor people are
poor because they are lazy. If I give them money, they
will have no reason to work. If I don’t give them
money, they will stop relying on rich people and work
as they are supposed to.”

The guest at the door was shocked and disgusted by
this response. “You—you!” he sputtered. “You’re
tearing a mitzvah straight out of the Torah!”

Yehoshua leaned against the doorframe and regarded
him coolly. “Hashem knows who deserves to be
prosperous and who deserves to be poor. “And if he
decided to make me rich and you poor, that too, is
hashgachah pratis. Who am I to interfere with the will
of Hashem?”

The man at the door didn’t even bother to respond. He
turned on his heel and fled from the mansion, shaking
his head in disbelief. Could a little gold and some land
really have enough power to turn a good heart into one
of stone?

The years continued to pass. Yehoshua grew richer
and more arrogant, and the people no longer
remembered the baal chesed he had once been.

At around this time, Rav Michel Zlotchover was
traveling with his talmidim, raising funds for pidyon
shevuyim. Rav Michel was already a famous tzaddik,
and wherever he went, people would come to him for
brachos and advice. In every town he went to, he
inquired about the wealthy Jews who lived there and
managed to amass a nice sum of money for his
campaign.
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One day, he reached the town where Yehoshua lived.
He was warmly welcomed by the entire community,
just like always. The people lined up for brachos, and
Rav Michel asked about the local rich Jews.

“There’s a very wealthy man, Yehoshua, who lives
here,” someone said. “But he won’t give a penny. He
used to be a big baal chesed, who fulfilled the mitzvah
of hachnasas orchim with love and joy, but once he
became rich, he no longer feels a need to give to
others.”

Rav Michel instantly clicked the pieces of the puzzle
together. This was the Yehoshua who had hosted him
so graciously in his tiny cottage on the outskirts of the
town! He’d prospered from Rav Michel’s blessing,
but what had become of him? How had wealth
corrupted him so badly?

“Can you please take me to Yehoshua’s house?” he
asked.

“He won’t let the rav in,” the community leaders
warned.

“Even so, [ want to try,” Rav Michel said.

They went together to the beautiful home set back on
a manicured lawn. The door was answered by a
uniformed butler who did not welcome them inside.

“My master is unavailable,” he said tonelessly, as
he’d been trained.

“Tell him that a friend of his is here,” Rav Michel
said. “I am an old friend of his from many years ago,
and I would love to speak to him.”

“Ah,” said the butler, opening the door wider. “Come
inside, then.” He led Rav Michel down a glamourous
hallway into a large room, where Yehoshua was
sitting at a desk. He had grown a little rounder, and
his beard was a little fuller, but Rav Michel
recognized him right away.

Surprisingly, Yehoshua recognized Rav Michel as the
guest he’d hosted shortly before he’d risen to wealth.
“You blessed me with wealth, and you’re blessing



came true,” he breathed, inviting the rebbe to take a
seat.

Rav Michel walked over to the desk and lifted the
mirror that was standing proudly on top. Then he
glanced out the window and back at Yehoshua. “What
do you see out the window?”

The wealthy man peered over Rav Michel’s shoulder
through the glass pane. “I see grass, flowers, people
walking...”

“And what do you see in here?” Rav Michel asked,
bringing the mirror up to Yehoshua’s face.

“I see myself.”

“Exactly.” Rav Michel put the mirror down and
looked into Yehoshua’s eyes. “A window is made of
glass and a mirror is made of glass. Why is it that
when you look into a glass, you see other people
through it, but when you look into a mirror, you see
yourself? How does it work?”

“The back of the mirror is coated with silver,”
Yehoshua explained. “When the glass is coated with
silver, it reflects my image back at me and I see
myself.”

Rav Michal nodded, a smile forming on his face. “The
problem,” he said gently, “is that you are coated in
silver. And when you are coated in silver, you can
only see yourself. There is only one solution to this
problem.” Rav Michel began to scratch the silver off
the back of the mirror. “I am changing this mirror to a
glass so that you should see people. I don’t want you
to only see yourself.”

Yehoshua realized what the rebbe was trying to tell
him. “Please stop!” he cried. “I promise you that I will
start to see people again, even with the silver.”

Rav Michel ignored him and continued scratching at
the back of the mirror.

Yehoshua began to cry. “Please, forgive me! I know I
erred, but I promise things will be different from now
on. [ will change my ways. Please!”
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Rav Michel stood up and placed the scratched-out
piece of glass back onto the desktop. “Be
goodhearted,” he advised. “Be kind to others, and
Hashem will help.”

With that, he left the wealthy man’s home.

Yehoshua was left behind, sitting in his study,
completely shaken. He immediately began to
transform his attitude, opening up his home and his
heart to those less fortunate than him. He began to
give tzedakah and do hachnasas orchim.

But it was too late.

That season, his crop was poor. He lost his entire
investment and barely made a profit. His business
began bleeding money, and nothing he tried could
stop it. Within a short time, he found himself indebted
to others.

With no recourse, he decided to travel to Zlotchov to
see Rav Michel. It was shortly before Rosh Hashanah,
and there were long lines of people waiting to see the
rebbe. Yehoshua, who could not even afford a small
kvittel at that point, was not allowed inside, and he
stood in the waiting room for many days, desperately
waiting for an opportunity to speak to the rebbe.

Finally, after Rosh Hashanah, he was admitted into
the rebbe’s inner chamber. But the rebbe did not allow
him to speak. “You must strengthen yourself in Torah
and tefillah, and we will talk after Yom Kippur.”

After Yom Kippur, Yehoshua was admitted into the
rebbe’s chamber again. This time, Rav Michel was
smiling. “You have done teshuva,” the rebbe said, his
face glowing. “You have repented, and you are no
longer the same coldhearted man you once were.
Hashem has accepted your teshuvah.”

“But rebbe, I am so poor,” Yehoshua said. “I am
drowning in debt.”

“When you go back home, you will notice that I left a
ring of silver outlining the glass of your former
mirror,” the rebbe responded. “Your wealth will
return, not as big and as whole as it used to be, but it



will return. Even your generations will continue to be
wealthy. But you must always leave that mirror on
your table. Look at it, look through it, and remember
to see other people. Don’t let the silver make you see
only yourself.”

Yehoshua returned home, and discovered that his
business had recovered during his absence. He
regained some of his wealth, enough to live
comfortably, but never again did he regain the
exorbitant riches he had once owned. Instead, he
looked past the silver through the glass windows at
the people around him, caring for others with great
generosity for the remainder of his life.
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' Change
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This is how the Menorah is made: from one piece of gold. From its base to its
ornamental flowers, it is of one piece. Like the image that Hashem showed Moshe, so
he made the Menorah. (Bemidbar 8:4)

The way the Menorah was made teaches us an This teaches us that the nature of the nations of
important point about the avodas Hashem of every  the world changes fundamentally over the course of
Jew. time. They started out made of gold and then went

It is recounted in Sefr Daniel that dOWI.l stage after stage 1.1nti'l their “lower legs,” tl.wir
Nevuchadnezzar saw in a dream the image of a end, is made of clay, which is the lowest of materials.
statue. This statue, composed of various materials, Not just the history of generation after
represented the general history of the nations of the ~ generation is like this, but also the essential nature
world throughout the generations. Butitalso alludes  of the individual. The head of the non-Jew might
to the essential form and nature of non-Jews. sometimes be precious like gold, but the other parts

It was a starue whose head was made of of the body go down level after level to the lowliest.

pure gold, whose chest and arms were of silver, It is not like that with Jews. About them it says 11
whose abdomen and loins were of bronze, NI WP ANNS TY 727 TY 271 AWpn 17D avyn
whose thighs were of iron, and whose lower — “This is how the Menorah is made: from one piece
legs were a mixture of iron and clay.! of gold. From its base to its ornamental flowers, it is

of one piece.” This tells us two things.

1 Ch.2. Regarding the history of generation after
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generation, although there are vast differences
between the later generations and the earlier ones,
the Jewish people is “one piece of gold” from
beginning to end.

And regarding the nature of the individual, the
Jew is one piece of gold all the way from his “base,” his
lowest aspects, how he eats and drinks and conducts
his mundane business, up to his “ornamental
flowers,” his spiritual beauty and splendor, when he
learns Torah and does mitzvos. It is all one piece of

pure gold.

All this teaches us that a Jew’s essential form
and nature can never change. Jews will always dress
modestly, speak respectfully, do business honestly,
have mesirus nefesh tor Torah and mitzvos. Even in
this last generation, which is so much lower than

that of our forefathers, we still need to preserve the
pure form of a Jew, which is to be one piece of pure

gold.

This applies as well to the way a person conducts
his day. Not only the hours that he devotes to avodas
Hashem are pure gold. Also when he is engaged in
physical matters, he needs to do everything [sheim
Shamayim, to gain strength for serving Hashem.
And the way he does these things should be with
humility and modesty, free from pursuit of excess
materiality.

Whether it is the “base” or the “flowers,” it is all
one Menorah on which the sacred lamps burn with
flames of kedushab. It is all one piece, all pure gold.
This is what a Jew looks like; this is what Hashem is
proud of. e
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Upwardly Humble
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And the man Moshe was very humble, more than any person on earth. (Bemidbar 12:3)

One of the rungs in R. Pinchas ben Yair’s
ascending ladder of spiritual growth, leading to
ruach hakodesh," is anavah. Humility. Sefer Mesilas
Yesharim elaborates on the meaning and significance

of this trait, and on how to acquire it.

There is an amazing story about anavah in Sefer

1 See Avodah Zarah 20b.

Me'iras Einayim, authored by R. Yitzchak of Acco
(from the period of the Rishonim), and the story
goes like this:

A certain elderly man met a member of the
Chaburas Misbodedim (literally, “those who seclude
themselves,” a society of pious men who practiced a

very high level of avodas Hashem) and asked if he

could join them.
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The member responded: May Hashem bless
you! You surely have good intentions. But please

tell me, have you attained the level of hishravus
(equality)?
The elderly man asked: What is hishtavus?

The member explained: It means that someone
who praises you and someone who puts you down

are equal in your eyes. They are the same to you.

The elderly man replied: No, I cannot say such a
thing about myself. When people praise me, I enjoy
hearing it. And when I am insulted, although I never
take revenge and I don’t bear any resentment in my

heart, I must admit that it hurts me.

The member then told him: If that’s the case,
I wish you all the best, but the answer is no. If
you haven’t attained the madreigah of hishtavus,
meaning that you don’t feel anything when you are
praised or insulted, then you can’t connect your
thoughts to Above, and you should not practice
hisbodedus. Go acquire the trait of humility, and
come to the level of histavus, and then you can join
our chaburah.

That’s the story, and the idea behind it is as

follows.

Chazal teach us that there is a certain process
and order by which one arrives at the level of
ruach hakodesh. One of the stages on the way is the
madyreigah of anavah, humility. This means hisbatlus.
Making yourself to be nothing, literally. It makes no
impression on you what people say about you. It’s all
“equal,” it makes no difference to you. It’s the same
to you if someone says that you are a genius and a
holy man, or whether someone says you are an idiot

and a lowlife.

This trait is not just one of the stops on the way
to ruach hakodesh; it is actually one of the most
crucial conditions for attaining ruach hakodesh.
Because what is ruach hakodesh ? It is when a person’s

personality fades away to nothing. You can’t be

30

both “Mr. Goldstein” and a holy person. It’s a total
contradiction. A person’s own personality and self
has to dissipate completely, to the point that what
people say about him is absolutely meaningless to
him.

This was what the members of the Misbodedim
society worked on. It is along the lines of the
description that the Tur provides in Hilchos

Tefilah:

Chassidim  and  Anshei ~ Maaseh,
pious people and those who perfected
their deeds, would seclude themselves
(misbodedim) and focus on their prayers
to the point that they divested themselves
of physicality, and the spirituality of the
intellect gathered strength, until they came
close to the level of prophecy.

The elderly man in the above-quoted story, who
apparently was a great man, said that he wants to
practice hisbodedus with them, which was their
means of connecting their thoughts to Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and attaining a state of kedushab.

But the member of the chaburah told him
that it won’t work. A person can’t even approach
the subject of ruach hakodesh if, when he says, “I
want,” he is talking about himself. Ruach hakodesh
for such a person is simply out of the question. If
it makes any difference to a person whether he is
praised or put down, Chaburas Misbodedim is not
for him.

It is worth noting that it doesn’t say in the story
that the member of the chaburah told the elderly
man, “Come to us, and we will teach you.” Because
without humility, it is a non-starter. Anavah is one
of the basics, so he needs to acquire it on his own,

before he even comes to the chaburah.

2 Tur Orach Chayim 98.
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The people were as if they were mourning evilly in the ears of Hashem, and Hashem

heard and His anger flared up, and the fire of Hashem burned them.... The mixed

multitude among them desired lust and then the people of Yisrael, too, began crying.
They said, “Who will feed us meat ?” (Bemidbar 11:1-4)

The Triple Chumash

The Torah is divided into five books which are
the Chamishah Chumshei Torah. However, Chazal
indicate' that there are actually seven chumashim.
About this it is written:

YAV PTINY 72¥0 AN’ 1012 NINdn -
“Wisdom built her home; she hewed out

her seven pillars.?

This is because Chumash Bemidbar divides
up into three chumashim. The first is from the
beginning until 11032 >1. The second is the passage
of Y1032 71" itself. And the third is from the sin of
the D11I8NN, the complainers, until the end.

The first chumash describes the camp of the people
of Yisrael when they left Egypt. The Torah depicts
at length how the Jewish people was positioned
around the Mishkan and the Aron. The Shechinah
was in the center, and around it was the camp of the
Levites, which consisted of the families of Gershon,
Kehas, Merari and Moshe Rabbeinu. Further away,
around the camp of the Levites, was the camp of
the ordinary Jews, which itself consisted of four
divisions: Yehudah, Reuven, Efraim and Dan.

1 Shabbos 116a.
2 Mishlei 9:1.
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The second chumash is, as we said, the passage
of Mk w12 . It is demarked by two
upside-down letters, the letter nun, one at the
beginning of the passage and the other at the
end. This designates it as a chumash on its own.
It is considered a whole chumash even though it

contains only two verses.

The third chumash, which speaks of the sins
of the Jewish people in the Midbar, begins right
after that, with the verses describing the sin of the
DINXNN, the complainers, and this is what we will

now discuss.

Complaining is the Beginning of the End

This passage about the complainers is one is
the deepest in the Torah. It is quite an amazing

story.

“The people were as if they were mourning evilly
in the ears of Hashem, and Hashem heard and His
anger flared up, and the fire of Hashem burned
them.... The mixed multitude among them desired

lust”

They had a desire for physical pleasures. “And
then the people of Yisrael, too, began crying. They
said, “Who will feed us meat?”

They mentioned the various foods they used
to eat in Egypt, which they missed having in the



Midbar. We don’t know the exact translation of all
the products they mentioned. They might not be
the same ones we know today. But they did mention
onions and garlic, and we definitely know what they

are.

Then they said:

197 X onba Y3 PR AW DU Ay
1Y — And now our souls are dry, there is
nothing; we have only the Manna to look
forward to.?

They complained that they had nothing to eat.
There was only the Mon.

The Torah tells us what the Mon was like. It had
the color of diamonds, because when light reflects
off a diamond, one can see all the colors of the
rainbow. Similarly, the Moz had all the flavors in
the world. Furthermore, they didn’t actually have to
grind it and cook it or bake it. Rashi explains that it
tasted as if they cooked or baked it.

But the Jewish people didnt want Mon. They

wanted onions, garlic and meat.

Their desire for meat is itself puzzling. Rashi
points out that they brought sheep and cattle
with them when they left Egypt, and they did not
consume them; they still had vast flocks when they
entered Eretz Yisrael. Therefore, says Rashi, they
were just looking for something to complain about.

They were secking an excuse to break away from
Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

In other words, they had everything, but they
were not satisfied. They were looking for something
completely different. They wanted meat, onions and

garlic. This is so amazing!

And how did Moshe respond to the request of
the complainers?

nYIT a0y 0 DX Iwn R0 LYY awn opyn
73 RWD DR DMWY PPYI 0NN KD Ay JTYY

3 Bemidbar 11:6.
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DD NX NRYY 2T72Y 00IR YOI KD N Yy 10 oy
%1mn 122 °3 M3 oY — “It was bad in the eyes of
Moshe. Moshe said to Hashem, “Why did You deal
badly with Your servant and why did I not find
favor in Your eyes, that you placed the burden of
all this people on me? ...I cannot bear on my own
the burden of all this people because it is too heavy

for me*
Moshe Rabbeinu says he is quitting, so to speak.

When he saw the Eigel Hazahav he did not
quit. He handled the situation. He burned the
Eigel, he cried out *9x "% 'n - “Whoever is for
Hashem, come to me!” and then he prayed to
Hashem to have mercy on them. But here he pulls
back. He feels he cannot bear it anymore. He says
i oyh nnb awa oY prn - “Where will T get
meat for this whole people?!” It’s too much for

him.

And Hashem’s reply doesn’t urge him to carry
on as he has until now. Hashem rather tells him to
gather seventy elders who will share in bearing the

burden of the people.

From here on until the end of Chumash
Bemidbar, almost every parshah describes the sins of
the Jewish people. Parshas Shelach has the sin of the
Spies, Parshas Korach has the controversy instigated
by Korach, Parshas Chukas has the story of Moshe
hitting the rock, Parshas Balak describes at its end
the sin committed by the people of Yisrael with the
women of Moav.

From the sin of the complainers on, the Jewish
people started moving in a different direction that
nearly brought them to total ruin.

This deterioration begins in our parshah. Let’s
understand what is at the root of it.

The people asked for meat. Meat and milk have a
common basis. Chazal say that meat is red because

4 Ibid 11:10-14.



it is based on blood. And milk, too, is formed
from blood. The blood undergoes a chemical

transformation and transforms into milk.?

So what’s the difference between meat and milk?
Chazal say that when a baby is nourished by milk
from its mother, it tastes in the milk the flavors of
all the foods that the mother eats.® This signifies that
milk comes from the mother. But meat is completely
different. You take a piece from the flesh of an animal
and eat it.

In the first section of Bemidbar, the Torah
describes the Jewish people, how they lived
around the camp of the Shechinab. It was like
one big family with the Shechinah in the center,
and Moshe Rabbeinu led them according to the
word of Hashem. So to speak, they were nurtured
directly from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. When the
people wanted to eat, they went to Moshe, and
he told them that food comes from Hashem, and
then Hashem brought down Mon for them to eat.
When Hashemn Himself gives the food, it has all
the beauty and all the flavors.

This is the type of life that Hashem wanted for the
Jewish people. They were to be nourished straight
from Him.

Imagine that in our days, a person would
come to the Rav, who is a great talmid chacham,
and say, “I have a problem. Yesterday was Rosh
Hashanah, and before the blowing of the shofar,
my little child fell down, and I had to take him
to the hospital, because his life was endangered.
So I missed the whole mitzvah of shofar. Why
should I lose out on the mitzvah of shofar — nn%
V33277

Then the Rav says, “Just wait a minute while
I speak to Hashem, and he comes back with the
answer, “If you didn’t hear shofar, you can hear it on

Tzom Gedaliah.”

5 Bechoros 6b.
6 See Yalkut Shimoni, Beha'alos'cha 735.
7 Bemidbar 9:7.
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We all know that it doesn’t work that way. A
y.
erson needs to wait until next year for another
y

chance to fulfill the mitzvab of shofar.

But it wasn’t like that with Moshe Rabbeinu.
The first section of Bemidbar contains the passage
of Pesach Sheini.® There were some individuals
who were unable to offer their Korban Pesach at
the proper time, as they were ritually impure then,
so they came and said: Why should we lose out on
the mitzvabh of Korban Pesach — y133 1n%? Moshe
asked them to wait while he asks Hashem, and came
back with the answer that Hashem is giving them
a second chance. There will be a second Pesach in
just a month, and they can offer their korban at
that time.

Moshe Rabbeinu brought all questions straight
to Hashem, Who provided answers. This is how it
is when life is lived directly around Hashem and
nourishment comes straight from His table.

But the people felt it was too much for them.
They wanted meat, not milk. They don’t want Moz.

They don’t want to eat straight from Hashem'’s
table.

This may be compared to someone who was
invited to be the guest of the Chasam Sofer for
an extended period, during which he will eat all
his meals with the Chasam Sofer himself, sleep in
his home, etc. In short, he will be living with the
Chasam Sofer. He says, “I want to go home! I could
maybe handle one meal, but to live in the presence
of the Chasam Sofer all the time is too much for me.

I want to relax...”

This is what the Jewish people in the Midbar
said: We don’t want Moz, we want other products,

we want onions and garlic.

Not because these other products are tastier,
but because Mo is angel food, and they didn’t
want to live like angels. They didn’t want a life
where the Rav is Moshe Rabbeinu and when there

8 Ibid 9:6-14.



is a question, he asks Hashem. A life of direct
connection to Hashem. They felt it was too much

for them.

They wanted to live a “normal” life like human
beings. At 9:00 AM you come to kollel, you learn all
day, and at night you can unwind a little bit. So to
speak, they said, “Let us live!”

They “desired lust.” They wanted to live a normal,
this-worldly life. A slice of meat, onions, garlic and
whatnot. Not life with Moshe and Aharon all the

time.

Once I tried to offer an excellent bachur as a
shidduch to a fine young lady whose father was a
simple Jew. The father said to me: I am looking for a
young man who is not a bum and also not the gedo/
hador. 1 am looking for a simple, regular guy as a son-

in-law.

Similarly, the Jewish people were saying, “We
want a slice of kosher meat, of course. We don’t want
treif, no way! But to live in Hashem’s camp, that He
should be our whole life — that’s too much.”

A little later on we find another complaint they
had about the Mon. They said:

Ypopa onba nyp nwan — We are sick
of this light bread.’

Rashi explains that the Moz absorbed completely
into their bodies and no waste was excreted. They
didn’t need to relieve themselves. The people
thus complained that it is going to rot inside their
innards, because what goes in must come out. They

are going to get sick from it.

What did they mean? They had been eating
Mon all along, and so far, so good. What were they
worried about all of the sudden?

This was another form of the same complaint as

9 Ibid 21:5.
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before. Mon is food for angels. They complained
that they were expected to live like angels. And
someone who lives like an angel, in constant
proximity to Hakadosh Baruch Hu, is expected to
behave like an angel. He has to watch every word
that comes out of his mouth. They wanted to live
like normal people and not be held to such a high
standard.

So what did Hashem do? He told Moshe to
assemble seventy elders from among the people,
and He will take the spirit that until now rested
solely on Moshe, and extend it to them, too.
Then they will help in bearing the burden of the
people.

However, as Rashi comments, there was an
arithmetical problem with this plan. There
are twelve tribes, and if six elders are selected
from each tribe, there will be two extra elders.
6x12=72. And Hashem said seventy, not
seventy-two. Which tribes will accept less than

fair representation?

The solution was to draw lots. Seventy-two elders
were chosen, and each had to draw a lot. There were
two blank lots, and whoever drew a blank lot had to
go back home. He was not chosen to be among the
elders.

There were two humble people, Eldad and
Meidad, who were sure they will not be chosen
because, “We are not fitting for this greatness,’
to be among the leading elders of the generation.
They drew the blank lots. But in truth, they were
fitting to be among the chosen elders, and they
started prophesying inside the camp, while all the
others were with Moshe Rabbeinu at Ohel Moed.
What did they prophesize? “Moshe is going to die
and Yehoshua will bring the Jewish people into the
Land”

Gershom, son of Moshe, came running and told
his father: 73Mna oxann 77mM 7198 - “Eldad
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and Meidad are prophesying in the camp” and
saying that you will die and Yehoshua will bring the
people into Eretz Yisrael!” Yehoshua urged Moshe
to take action against Eldad and Meidad, but Moshe
said *2 PR XIPNI — “Are you being a zealot for
me?” Moshe was saying that he would be happy if

everyone would become prophets.
What was this story all about?

Hashem’s plan for the seventy elders was that
they will lead the people according to Torah,
but not that they will ever be able to say, like
Moshe did, “Wait and I will hear what Hashem
commands.”'® They were not meant to bring new
teachings of Hashem to the people. They were
to be rabbanim, tzaddikim, but not like Moshe
Rabbeinu.

Eldad and Meidad did not want to be part of
the Jewish people’s desire for normal, this-worldly
life that entailed rejection of constant contact with
Moshe Rabbeinu. Eldad and Meidad wanted Moshe
Rabbeinu. So they said to the people: Do you realize
what you have done? Moshe is now going to die, and
Yehoshua will bring us into the Land. It’s all because

you didn’t want Moshe.

Moshe’s reaction was, “Are you being a zealot
for me” now? Where were you before? Now it’s too

late. Let them all be prophets.

As we mentioned before, the sin of the
complainers, the DI1%NN, was a turning point that

led the Jewish people to a succession of sins along

10 Ibid 9:8.
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the downhill path they were now following. The
root of it all was their desire not to be overly close

to Hashem.

Right after the events of this parshah comes
the saga of the Spies, the Meraglim, and what we
have been describing was exactly the sin of the
Meraglim. When they saw the giants in the land of
Canaan it shook them up. Why? Didn’t they just
miraculously leave Egypt, and see ten plagues right

before their eyes? Is there something Hashem can’t

do?

Their attitude was like this: Who took us out of
Egypt? Hashem Himself. We don’t want Hashem to
keep leading us, because if Hashem leads us, life is
too demanding. We want a normal, kosher lifestyle,
go to a hotel every once in a while, with a Shabbos
elevator and Cholov Yisrael... we have had enough of

Moshe Rabbeinuss style of leadership.

The Meraglim saw Eretz Yisrael as a place too

holy for them.

And then comes the parshah of Korach. He, too,
claimed: "% »32 D2% 27 — “You Levites are taking it
too far!”"! We don’t want Moshe’s leadership. Let us

lead normal lives, please.

And when you don’t want Moshe Rabbeinu, you
just keep on going downhill all the way to the sin of

the women of Moav.

This is how the parshiyos progress from one to the
next. Let us learn from these stories that constant
relationship with Hashem is the best and indeed the

only path in life.

11 Ibid 16:7.
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