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One Sided Argument
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When Korach v’adaso came to instigate a machlokes
with Moshe and Aharon, Moshe did not respond by
arguing back. Instead, the Torah describes that
Moshe was "1 9 991". Moshe Rabbeinu did not
think about himself at all. His only thought was how
to save Klal Yisrael from this terrible cheit.

The Mishnah in Avos describes the machlokes
Korach v’adaso as a machlokes shelo [I’sheim
Shamayim. The Mishnah does not say it was a
machlokes Korach u’Moshe, rather Korach v’adaso.
Moshe was not a participant in the machlokes, he
was completely uninvolved. The entire time, his only
thoughts were how to end the machlokes and be
mechaper on Bnei Yisrael.

Mr. Irving Bunim often accompanied Rav Aharon
Kotler on his many fundraising trips. On one
occasion, a certain baal habayis was extremely
unreceptive to the cause, and even spoke to the
Rosh Yeshiva b’derech bizayon.

When they left, Mr. Bunim saw that Rav Aharon was
visibly anguished by the encounter. Mr. Bunim tried
to say some words of chizuk, but Rav Aharon
explained that he wasn’t disturbed by the bizyonos
he received. What pained him was the fact that this
Yid was mevazeh Torah and the terrible chet that he
did. How would this Yid be able to get a kaparah?

Gedolei Yisrael are able to transcend the situation
and separate themselves from any personal
feelings. It’s never about themselves and their
emotions, it's about Klal Yisrael and making sure
every Yid is doing what he should.

Machlokes

=92 93 029727 077K 1MNN TIIRTOY AWhTOY 1200
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The Mishnah in Avos tells us awh arRW PR 9
Q°PNR 190 PR NTY 7P NPPAR M3 2. The Vilna
Gaon asks why it describes it as a machlokes Korach
v’adaso, and not a machlokes Korach u’Moshe?

The Gaon explains that in truth, there was an
internal machlokes between Korach and his eidah as
well. Each one wished to be the Kohen Gadol and
had only his own selfish interests in mind. They were
each really fighting against each other, they only
collaborated in order to undermine Moshe

Rabbeinu.

The Gaon also explains that aw? A1Rw npY?nn 9
o»pna> 790 PR 0w, doesn’t mean that the
machlokes won’t last, it means that the reason for
the machlokes won’t last. On the contrary, those
involved in machlokes will continue fighting long
after the reason they began to fight in the first place
is forgotten.

The Mishnah is teaching us that when there is a
AW awh Xow mponn, the machlokes ends up taking
on a life of its own and the reason for the machlokes
will be o>pna% 100 PX.
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Family Feud
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Rashi tells us that when it comes to machlokes, even
infants are punished. When 07°281 107 stood up
against Moshe, the entire family; their wives,
children and infants, stood by their side in moral
support. The nature of machlokes is that when one
individual is in a fight, the entire family gets involved
and they all become consumed in machlokes.

When the earth swallowed them up the passuk
says: 53 DRY 27°N2 DXY anR YPam 7°9 DX VORI nnom
WD 90 XY PR WX 0R:, the purpose of the
ground swallowing up Korach was to stamp out the
machlokes, and for that it wasn’t enough to just
wipe out the baalei machlokes themselves. Once
machlokes has taken seed, it can turn into a family
feud that continues endlessly. The only way out is to
wipe out the entire family, 2>7w P11 19°9R.

Promoting Peace

X2 1N 200K 12 OaAR?) 0T XOpR awh nown
(22 ,10) 77w

WA AW NP0 PRITAN PRY IR - N Twn 1w
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Rashi tells us that we can learn from the fact that
Moshe tried to make shalom with 09°aKk) 107 that we
should not be npYonna pormn.

We see from Rashi an important lesson. To not be a
machzik machlokes, it’s not enough to just keep
quiet and not get involved. It requires being
proactive about making shalom. Moshe Rabbeinu
did not instigate the machlokes. He was the victim,
and he didn’t fight back in any way. Yet, that’s not
enough of a reason not to be considered a machzik
machlokes. It was only because Moshe Rabbeinu
took the initiative and proactively attempted to
make peace that made him not be a machzik
machlokes.

There may be situations where someone is upset at
us, even though we didn’t do anything wrong, and
we don’t do anything to further the disagreement.
But that’s not enough. We are responsible to be the
one to take the first step to bring shalom.

r
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A Yid in Pain

We live in chutz la’aretz, and every time we he have the
zechus of visiting Eretz Yisroel, we try and visit the
gedolim. Some years back, my father went to visit Rav
Shach zt”l.

After spending some time together immersed in learning,
my father asked the Rosh Yeshiva if he could give him a
name of a choleh in the UK. My father told Rav Shach that
it was the name of a women who was marrying off her
oldest son in a few weeks from then. During the chasuna
preparations, she had hurt her back badly. She went to
her doctor, who sent her for an injection to ease the pain.
Something went wrong during the injection, and instead
of healing this woman, she became paralyzed. The
hospital was sure that it would only be a temporary
paralysis, but they could not know just how long it would
take. My father asked the Rosh Yeshiva to daven for this
women to have a refuah shleima, and that she should be
able to attend her son’s chasuna.

While my father was repeating the story to the gadol
hador, Reb Shach was responding with true pain, as if a
knife was cutting through him. | myself witnessed this,
and even now, over 30 years later, | can hear in my head
the sounds of pain the heilige gadol was making over
someone who was not a relative who lived thousands of
miles of miles away! BUT SHE WAS A YID IN PAIN, so he
was also in pain!

One Harsh Word

The wife of a yungerman suddenly became ill. Half of her
face was paralyzed, while the other half remained
normal. She looked strange, and it was quite a serious

situation. This yungerman felt terrible about his wife’s

situation and traveled to different gedolim, including the
Steipler Gaon and others. One of the gedolim told him to
think if there was someone he insulted.

The yungerman made a serious cheshbon hanefesh of his
life. He started to call people from recent and past history,
asking for forgiveness for insulting things he had said.
Eventually, he remembered an incident which had taken
place twenty-five years prior, when he was a bochur in
yeshiva. He had taken a double portion of chicken at
supper and sparked a major fight at the table. One bochur
(whom we’ll call Reuven) said something nasty to him,
and he responded with a sharp insult.

He tracked Reuven down, called him up, and introduced
himself. “I'm so-and-so, you probably don’t remember
me. | would like to come speak with you.” Reuven
answered: “I'll tell you the truth, | have no interest in
speaking to you.”

“What! You remember me!? | haven’t seen you in twenty-
five years!” “l remember you like it was yesterday.” said
Reuven.

“I must come see you,” the yungerman insisted.

“] don’t want to see your face!” said Reuven. “Did you
forget what you told me twenty-five years ago?” He told
over the incident and the exact words he had said at the
time.

The yungerman was shocked. “That’s exactly what I'm
calling you about,” he exclaimed. He begged Reuven to
allow him to come speak to him, and Reuven finally
relented.

When he came, he explained to Reuven the situation with
his wife, and he pleaded with him for mechilah. After

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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much conversation, Reuven was mochel him. His wife
recovered from her illness, and they had a child.

(As told by Rabbi Yisroel Brog shlit”a)

Phone Call in the Beis Medrash

| was learning in a quiet side room in a shul, during a time
when a social event was taking place in the hall. A woman
suddenly walked into the room and sat down. Taking out
her cell phone, she started dialing to make a call. | was
quite annoyed at her selfish behavior — coming into a
peaceful bais medrash where | was learning, and
disturbing me with her phone call.

After she began speaking to the person on the other end,
| learned a powerful lesson. She said into the phone, "My
, patient number
department in your hospital. | have begun having painful
symptoms from yesterday's treatment, and I'm too weak
to stand up. Can you please send an ambulance?"

name is in the cancer

She then turned to me weakly and apologized for
disturbing. She explained that she had desperately
needed to find a chair, and this room was the closest to
where she had been.

Five minutes later, the ambulance pulled up in front of the
shul and she was taken back to the hospital... for what
turned out to be the final time. She passed away a few
days later. | have taken this story with me every day since,
and | am now a little slower to judge others and their
behavior.

Is it Worth the Fight?

Rav Shmuel Kamenetsky shlita, was presiding at a

wedding as the mesader kiddushin. A certain Ravy,

significantly younger than Rav Shmuel, was called up to

read the kesubah. As the Rav concluded, he paused and
said, “There’s a mistake in the kesubah!”

There was a bit of a commotion under the chupah but the
Rav was encouraged to continue. However, he adamantly
refused to continue, claiming that the kesubah was passul.
People turned to Rav Shmuel for some direction. Rav
Shmuel just shrugged his shoulders, which was
interpreted to mean, “ Nu, if the Rav says it’s passul, then
write a new one.” Indeed, the chupah was delayed as they
wrote a brand new kesubah.

After the chupah concluded, Rabbi Kleinman, who was at
the chupah, approached Rav Shmuel and asked him, “Was
it really passul?”

Rav Shmuel smiled and said, “Of course not!”

“So why did the Rosh Yeshiva allow the chuppah to be
delayed for that?!”

Rav Shmuel explained, “Better that people think |
concurred that there was actually a mistake than to have
the other Rav feel embarrassed for making a scene under
the chupah for no reason.”

True Yirah

It was during the War of Independence. The city of
Yerushalayim was under siege, and all its residents were
terror-stricken as the Jordanian legion bombarded the city
mercilessly, causing many casualties and damage.

One day during this period, those around The Brisker Rav
witnessed behavior that seemed to defy logic: When the
shelling was somewhat far away, the Brisker Rav paced
around the house restlessly like a caged lion. But,
strangely enough, when the shelling came closer, just

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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outside his own home, his face changed. Suddenly, he
became relaxed and the tension melted away from his
countenance, as if he were not threatened by the barrage.
Everyone wondered about this: What was the logic
behind his behavior? When the danger was far away, he
exhibited anxiety, yet when it was nearer, he became
calm!

Later, the Brisker Rav explained: As long as the danger was
distant, he was concerned that he was transgressing the
prohibition of “Do not stand by regarding your brother’s
blood,” and his conscience was bothering him, as he
thought he might not be fulfilling his obligation. Perhaps
he should go out and help his fellow Jews in distress? But
when the shelling had come closer, he was required by
halacha to remain indoors because of the danger.
Knowing he was no longer at risk of transgressing the
prohibition, he relaxed!

Rav Moshe Shmuel Shapiro, who related this story,
pointed out how clearly the Brisker Rav’s genuine yirah
evidences itself in this incident. The Brisker Rav’s tension
and agitation were due only to his pure yiras cheit and
constant concern for keeping every last detail of a
mitzvah. This did not arise out of a natural tendency
towards being particular; rather it was due to the anxiety
that tzaddikim feel when they question whether they may
have been lax in their service of Hashem.

Saved Through Keeping Shabbos

Sam grew up irreligious in Yerushalayim. Through his
young adult years, he met and learned with R’ Gershon
who helped him become more and more observant, and
Sam eventually changed his name to Shimon.

Shimon was a great athlete and he excelled in biking. He
was aiming to represent Israel in the Olympics that would

take place in Germany. However, as Shimon became more
observant, he became increasingly troubled by the need
to train on Shabbos. Shimon wanted to fully observe the
holy Shabbos by abstaining from riding his bike, but how
could he avoid bike riding on Shabbos when it was
designated as the official day of cycling practice and trials
in Israel?

Shimon sent a heartfelt petition to the Israeli Sports
Federation explaining his dilemma. He explained that as
an observant Jew he did not want to desecrate the day of
Shabbos, and that he was willing to put in extra hours of
training every other day of the week. The Israeli Sports
Federation was unmoved. They sent him a letter stating:
"All official practices and trials will be held on Saturday, no
exceptions."

Shimon had gone through months of brutal practice in
order to compete in the 1972 Olympics in Munich,
Germany, and he had already purchased his plane ticket.
After a serious discussion, Shimon resolved that he would
not violate Shabbos, even if it meant giving up his dream
of competing in the World Olympics. Israel sent
representatives in weightlifting, wrestling, fencing, but

without Shimon there was no Israeli cycling team.

On the tenth day of the Munich Olympics, the Black
September terror group burst into the Israeli sleeping
quarters and captured eleven athletes. Shimon trembled
when he heard the sad news. He could not believe how
close he was to certain death. He realized how holy the
Shabbos is and the protection it gives for those who
observe it. In the years that followed the massacre,
Shimon always spoke of his personal miracle, giving credit
to his keeping the holy day of Shabbos.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com.

Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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Slabodka Rosh Yeshivah

Rav Mordechai Shulman ZT”L (1902 - 1982)
Part 5

Yahrtzeit vaw 12

Rav Mordechai’s achievements in learning were
he finished

Mashechta Zevachim, Menachos and half of Yuma,

extraordinary. In one summer zman,
covering on the average of five dapim of Gemara a day.
At night he would review the five dapim, with an
exhaustive study of the meforshim. At the end of the
week, he made an in-depth review of the twenty-fvie
dapim covered during that week.

Upon his return from Chevron to Slabodka, Rav
Mordechai recorded from memory a number of the
Alter’'s mussar shmuessen which he had heard in
Chevron. The shmuessen were to be published in a
journal called Ohr HaTzafun, the latter word being an
acronym for the Alter’s names — Hirsh Tzvi Finkel Nosson.
Before they were published, the shmuessen passed before
the critical eyes of the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Yitzchak Isaac
Sher, and Rav Avraham Grodzenski, menahel ruchani of
the yeshiva and one of the Alter’s closest disciples.

On the Alter’s first yahrzeit, only a few weeks after Rav
Mordechai’s arrival in Slabodka, the first journal appeared
in print. It included a detailed appreciation of the Alter,
written by Rav Mordechai. The shmuessen were officially
published in the name of the directors of the yeshiva,
since the organizer and initiator of the project requested
anonymity. Five journals, including eleven shmuessen and
three accompanying articles, appeared in less than a year.

In writing and publishing the shmuessen, a previously
unknown talent of Rav Mordechai emerged. He displayed

a clear writing style and an unusual ability to express
complex thoughts in a clear, polished and exact manner.
Not surprisingly, Rav Mordechai chose for his opening
article a study of modesty, analyzing the trait, and
showing how it could be used as a springboard for great
spiritual achievement. He then showed how this trait
permeated everything the Alter of Slabodka accomplished
in his life. Only later did it become clear how much the
young student had succeeded in absorbing this trait into
his own personality. Rav Mordechai’s manner and
behavior throughout his life bears a clear imprint of his
master and teacher, the Alter.

During his stay in Slabodka, Rav Mordechai became
engaged to the daughter of the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Yitzchak
Isaac Sher (son-in-law of the Alter). A small wedding was
held, with only a few family members in attendance,
among them the kallah’s uncle, Rav Eliezer Yehudah
Finkel, Rosh Yeshiva of Mir, and his future son-in-law, Rav
Chaim Shmuelvitz. Thereafter, Rav Mordechai and his
wife spent a month at the resort city of Druzgenik, where
many Gedolei Torah were vacationing, including the
Chazon Ish and Rav Chaim Ozer.

Rav Mordechai spent most of his time visiting his two
mentors. One day, the Chazon Ish and Rav Chaim Ozer
were walking together in the center of a group of
distinguished rabbonim and talmidei chachomim. The
entourage took up the whole width of the road. As they
walked along, Rav Chaim Ozer noticed, hidden in the
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shadows, a young man waiting for them to pass. Rav

Chaim Ozer halted the procession and called the young
man — Rav Mordechai — over. The procession continued,
with Rav Mordechai walking alongside Rav Chaim Ozer,
who held his hand.

Rav Chaim Ozer had already departed from Druzgenik to
Vilna when the terrible news of the 1929 Chevron
massacre reached Rav Mordechai. Shocked and horrified
by the news of the murder of his closest friends, Rav
Mordechai cut short his stay in Druzgenik and traveled to
Vilna.

returning to Slabodka, advising them instead to go to the

Rav Chaim Ozer dissuaded the couple from

kallah’s uncle in Mir, where many students who had left
Chevron before the massacre were currently learning.

The young couple spent four months in Mir, arriving back
in Slabodka shortly before the birth of their first son. In
Slabodka, Rav Mordechai lacked the peace of mind he
He obtained
permission from his wife to go by himself to Vilna where

deemed crucial to progress in Torah.

he was able to immerse himself in his studies. Rav
Avraham Grodzenski, the menahel ruchani of Slabodka,
demonstrated his great regard for Rav Mordechai by going
to his home, despite his painful leg condition which made
walking difficult, to wish Rav Mordechai well. Rav
Avraham'’s students were amazed by his behavior because
only a few hours earlier, Rav Mordechai had come to his
house to wish Rav Avraham farewell.

Immediately after Rav Mordechai left for Vilna, his father-
in-law sent a secret letter to Rav Chaim Ozer. In it, Rav
Yitzchak Isaac wrote that although he was aware that Rav
Mordechai was an iluy and had a wonderful character, he
was not sure whether he would be sufficiently talented to
lead the yeshiva. Since Rav Mordechai would be a natural
candidate to lead the Slabodka Yeshiva someday, Rav

Yitzchak Isaac wanted to know if Rav Chaim Ozer would
examine him carefully and offer his opinion as to his
leadership ability, or should he search for another
successor when the time came.

The year Rav Mordechai spent in Vilna was another link in
his chain of spiritual growth. He later recalled that period
with special fondness. The amount of material he learned
and the unprecedented contact with the Gedolei Haor in
Vilna made the year unique. In addition to continuing his
relationship with the Chazon Ish and Rav Chaim Ozer, he
lived in the home of Rav Henoch Eigish, author of
Marcheshes.

His daily schedule, which divided his time between these
three gedolim, was saturated with wisdom, growth in
Torah and fear of Hashem. Mornings were spent learning
b’chavrusah with the Chazon Ish; the second half of the
day was spent with Rav Chaim Ozer. At night he learned
with the Marcheshes. The two were observed walking the
streets of Vilna in the late hours of the night, heatedly
discussing a sugyah.

Only a few months after his arrival in Vilna, Rav Chaim
Ozer was able to respond positively to Rav Yitzchak Isaac
Sher’s request. Rav Chaim Ozer profusely praised his
protégé’s wisdom, personality and greatness in Torah.
When R’ Yitzchak Isaac read the letter, his eyes welled up
with tears. For many years he carried the letter in his
pocket. Of all the praises in the letter, perhaps the most
significant were the words, “Above all, Rav Yeshayah (the
Chazon Ish) never stops praising him in all areas of life.”

Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

N3P nvIa

1. Aside from nap nvAY, list three other times that the N7 mentions the YN *9? !
a. In which additional instance does it say the “ground swallowed”? *

2. Aside from YN > XX, what country is described as w27 250 nat \x”? Where??

3. List at least 323 people (not necessarily by name), in the N7 n, that died by fire.
(Not necessarily 1712 wnoan) *
a. List two people in the NN who were saved from being killed by fire.

4. When, prior to NIp NWI9, are DN N'T names mentioned?
5. What brought both life and death in this week’s nv19?

6. What are four incidents in the N7 n that a person or a group of people are called
oyw / a yw?’

7. He and | are called by the same name,
| am the name of a person,
He is a type of produce that is given to a 2.
He is mentioned in davening twice a day,
We are both mentioned in this week’s nw9.°
Who are we? (Submitted by Z. Bressler)

8. | am one of the NN M3,
| am the beginning of a fruit,
| was a sign of 'n’s favor.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwMo.
Who am I?

Need a hint?

! Twice regarding the n9p Nwyn and once in MWXI2

% In nbwa nwis

%It is in this week’s nw1o

* In this weeks nwn9 in Tnoyn3, >»nv and M.

> One is in this week’s W9, one was said by DN, one is in MY NWA9, one is in NI NYIa.
® The mentioning of my name did not bring me honor.

10




Answers

1. It mentions the NP NWYN in (0,39) NP9 NI and in (),X2) PNNXY NWIA. It is also mentioned
when P was cursed - NNPY M9 NN NN TWUN NNTRD IO NN NINY
"(0,T) TON DT NN.
a. Regarding the bodies of the 0»1 81 by )0 O Ny P it says:
(2°,50) WYY ININ INYIAN TINDS TPVIY.

2. D80 - (1,30) YIATI 20N NAT NIND NNIOYN D VYN
3. 250 people from N N7y (251 according to the 91NT N0 that np as well was burnt.)

a. 1) The fire by the o»xnn killed the 70 071 (v )0 7w 1Y),
(x: N w9 brings a NVYw that it was the 29 29y that were killed)
2) NN AT
3) N

b. onHax (at ©>Twd NX) and 0 (NTNY’'s daughter-in-law)

4. Never. In previous incidents they were referred to 0 ) DYWIX or DY), Or YNN) WON.
5. nMOp

6. 1) When nwn refers to ynTy nIp - 05,10) NIND DYYIN DIVIND SINN DY N) 1D
2) When onhax davens for the DYTD YWIN- (05,m) : YYTOY PITS NIDA XD N2 DDIN UIN
3) When nwn tells oany 107 not to fight - ,2) : 7y N1 Nk y¥12 mNn
4) When ny19 admits he is a Y& - (15,0): ©YYID M9Y) NN 1) NN 1D NP9 NYY

7. lam from the seventy, - that came down to o»xn
| have three siblings, - )W, "IN and a5y
| have four children, - DY, N, PI2N and SN
| am mentioned in this week’s nwA9.
Who am I? - NP

8. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:
My identity is shrouded in mystery,

Regarding it many great debates have raged -
from the Chassidic masters to the Mizrachi leaders, -The Radzinar Rebbe and Chief Rabbi Hertzog
However, for most it remains a mystery of old,
we await the coming of mwn when all will be told.
Although | am not mentioned in this week’s n¥19 my essence is. - NN
Who am I? - The o n

NOIN )2 1701, K1 12 DM ,NIRD YN 12 PRND PYY NTHRIAR — NNHY NNITD
973NN TIVION 12 TIT PN, 17 APY TIT N2 ND¥2 152,971 DNIAN 12 DINY 7D

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MNNY NMITN 950

This week’s Parsha Challenge is sponsored 7n¥’ onan ja *as j2IN9 37y5
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Shabbos Inspiration €/

How were Moshe and Korach related?

e They were first cousins: their fathers, Amram and Yitzhar, were brothers.

e Since Kehas and Yocheved were siblings, Moshe was first cousins with Yitzhar (the son of Kehas), who
was Korach's father, thus making Korach his first cousin once removed. (We could keep going, since
Moshe was also first cousins with his own father by the same calculation, so Korach was Moshe’s first
cousin’s nephew — I'm not sure what that’s called.)

Some baalei kriah pause slightly after the words, “n%o |a jix1,” before continuing, “jaix1 ma.”' Why?
This pause makes it clear that the phrase “|aix1 123,” “Descendants of Reuvein,” refers back to the entire
previous phrase, and thus indicates that Dasan and Aviram, who were the sons of Eliav, as well as On ben
Peles, were all, “Descendants of Reuvein.”

Against whom did Korach rebel?
Against Hashem, Who told Moshe what to do.?

Name 2 wealthy people in Tanach, one from Bnei Yisrael and one not, who followed the advice of their
wives, which led to their respective downfalls.
¢ Once, when Korach came home from the beis medrash, his wife asked him what he learned, and he
replied that Moshe taught them to put a string of t'cheiles in their tzitzis. She mockingly said, “I'll make a
tallis ENTIRELY our of t’cheiles!” This attitude spread, and inspired Korach’s rebellion.
Zeresh told Haman to arrange a fifty-amah tall gallow upon which to hang Mordechai, and Haman
wound up being killed on it.*

Before the ground swallowed up Korach and his followers, Moshe announced, “...xa n10” — “Get away
from these reshaim” — and warned Bnei Yisrael to not get swept away with them.® In what situation
does beis din make this announcement?

When someone who is suspected of lying declares that he is willing to swear, the beis din announces, “Get
away from these [multiple] reshaim”: the person who is about to swear falsely, AND the person who brought
about this situation of chillul Hashem by giving money to someone who isn’t trustworthy.®

On Simchas Torah (and other times), we quote Korach in a popular song. Which song?

Rabbah bar bar Chana, the amora, was shown a place in the ground from which Korach could be heard, in
gehinnom, saying, “nnx IMInI nx nwn,” “Moshe is true and his Torah is true.”

Aharon’s stick miraculously sprouted nuts.® Have you ever seen a piece of wood sprout food?

That’s what happens every time a tree grows fruit! Is it any less miraculous that an orange grows from a piece
of wood, which happens to be still stuck in the ground? Or are we just used to it?
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JUST CURIOUS

Korach was jealous of Elitzafan ben Uziel, who was appointed as the nasi of the family of Kehas.’
Chazal list kinah among the bad middos which are “n'7vn [n DTXN DX 'Rx'¥In,” “Take one out of the
world.”"® In what way does jealousy “take one out of the world”?
e Many mefarshim explain that kinah breeds stress and anxiety to the degree that one’s physical health
is compromised, and one’s life is shortened.
One’s “world” and reality are defined by his beliefs and attitudes. A jealous person is oblivious to the
fact that Hashem controls the world and determines what is allotted to each individual. By undermining
his awareness of Hashem’s hashgacha, he has removed himself from his personal “world” of
emunah."’

Korach asked Moshe, “Does a tallis which is MADE out of t’cheiles need t’cheiles in its tzitzis?,” and
Moshe responded, “Yes.” Korach mockingly challenged, “Are you telling me that with ONE string of
t’cheiles you’re yotzei, but with a WHOLE tallis of t’cheiles you’re not?!”'? | don’t understand — that’s
what the pasuk says, and that’s what the mitzvah is! Was Korach’s “logical” argument actually such a
good challenge?

Korach was actually expecting Moshe to say that it DOESN’T need t’cheiles, to which Korach would respond,
“So too, the holy Bnei Yisrael don’t need you.” When Moshe didn’t follow the expected “script,” Korach accused
him of making things up."

Korach complains, “We all heard the first 2 dibros at Har Sinai! Why are you taking all the leadership
for your family?”"* Yes, but Moshe heard ALL 10 dibros, and a lot more — what exactly was Korach’s
argument here?

Korach was saying, “OK, you heard more than us, so you took the malchus. But what makes Aharon more
special than anyone else? He heard what we heard.”"®

Why doesn’t Aharon respond at all to Korach?
Befitting his holiness and “mussar personality,” Aharon’s silent response was, “Korach, you’re right, you're

better than me. I'm just following Moshe’s instructions to be the kohein gadol.”*®

How could Aharon participate in the “ketores test” against Korach’s followers, and bring his own
voluntary ketores? Aharon’s own sons died from bringing voluntary ketores!
Moshe was able to give Aharon temporary permission, due to necessity.
It wasn’t actually voluntary ketores: Aharon brought the regular, morning ketores.
When Moshe “fell on his face” in front of Korach, he asked Hashem what to do, and was told to bring
ketores.
Moshe made this decision with ruach hakodesh."’
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Imagine the scene: Dasan and Aviram went out to protest against Moshe with their INFANTS
(Holding them? In strollers?) Why?

Just as some people bring small children to the beis medrash so the words of Torah can penetrate them early
in life, so too, I'havdil, Dasan and Aviram wanted their terrible words to be absorbed by their children.'

After Hashem told Moshe and Aharon that He would destroy Korach and his followers, they fell on their
faces to daven.? This is the source of our practice to do “nefilas apayim” after shemoneh esrei.*' What
is the advantage of davening in this position?
Cognizant of the fact that we stand in front of Hashem when davening, we hide our faces in awe of the
Shechina, demonstrating yiras Hashem, busha, tznius, and anava.
We fall on our faces in distress, demonstrating our submissiveness, which is integral to teshuva. These
feelings allow our tefillos to be more readily accepted.
While covering our eyes and closing our mouths in a “locked up” position, we reflect that we are unable
to accurately predict what will help us and what will harm us, we are not independently capable of
achieving our goals, nor can we even see or speak, without Hashem’s help. It is for this reason that we
daven shemoneh esrei with our legs “bound” together, aware of how limited we are.*
When Bnei Yisrael bowed in the Bais Hamikdash, they left 4 amos between each person, so that no
one would overhear his friend saying viduy, and cause him to become embarrassed. Likewise, we hide
our faces during tachanun to allow our tefillos to remain private.?®
e We cover our faces to allow for maximal kavana.®*

Moshe and Aharon davened, “If ONE person sins, are You going to be upset at EVERYONE?”% Was it
really ONE person? Didn’t many people join Korach?
At first, Bnei Yisrael followed Moshe and Aharon unswayed by Korach. Korach attracted attention to the
“ketores test,” claiming that he sought the kavod of Bnei Yisrael, and people gathered, curious to see if
Hashem would support Korach and re-instate the bechoros. For doubting Moshe, Bnei Yisrael deserved
punishment, but Moshe and Aharon defended them, blaming Korach alone for tricking them.?
Dasan and Aviram tell Moshe, “Even if you poke out our eyes, we’re not coming to talk to you!”*” Why
did they volunteer this seemingly unnecessary, gory scenario?
¢ They were saying, “You think we’re blind, or you'll make us blind, so we can’t see that you're tricking us
and not taking us to Eretz Yisrael?"?®
Their statement demonstrates our tendency to say illogical, ridiculous things when we are angry and
engaged in machlokes.?®
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Moshe announced, “If the ground doesn’t open and swallow Korach, Hashem didn’t send me” — even
though Hashem never promised such a miracle. Wasn’t that kind of risky?

He understood that if people still doubted him at this point, the whole Torah was already undermined, because
challengers would continue to arise and sow doubt. Thus, he HAD to miraculously demonstrate his veracity.
Declaring that a neis would occur was low-risk: if it would happen, great, and if it wouldn’t, the situation
wouldn’t be any worse than it already was.*

Moshe announces, “If Hashem creates a BRAND-NEW creation, by making the ground open up to
swallow Korach and his followers, you will know that they angered Hashem.”*' Weren’t earthquakes
already “invented”?

This earthquake was unique: the ground opened, swallowed Korach’s people, and immediately closed, like a
mouth eating.*

“Don’t be like Korach”* is listed by some rishonim as one of the mitzvos lo saaseh. How does one
violate this aveirah?
By perpetuating a fight*, such as by speaking, and perhaps even listening to, lashon hara®.

Hashem prepared the pi ha’aretz that swallowed Korach at the very end of the 6" day of creation, right
before Shabbos.*®* Why did it have to be prepared so far in advance?

At the end of brias haolam, when it SEEMED like the world could be set on “auto-pilot,” Hashem prepared 10

things which would eventually serve as reminders that Hashem is still in charge, such as the pi ha'aretz which
would many years later demonstrate that Hashem gave Moshe the Torah.*

IN YOUR OPINION

Did you ever get mad at someone who “did something horrible to you” — only because you were
already cranky about something else?

Korach had been harboring rebellious intentions for a long time. In the beginning of Bnei Yisrael's stay in the
midbar, everything went fine, and they loved Moshe, whose davening saved them after the Chet HaEigel. Had
Korach rebelled then, they would have killed him. However, after the deadly experiences of Taveira, Kivros
HaTaavah, and the debacle of the Meraglim, people were bitter, and it was the perfect moment for Korach to
capitalize on their negativity, and rebel.*®

Korach suffered from jealousy.*®* Why is it so bad to be jealous of someone?

One who is jealous of his friend’s possessions feels anxious until he manages to attain them as well. If he does
achieve this goal, he begins to seek honor and dominion over others, eventually even doing avodah zara. If he
doesn’t get what he wants, his life is full of pain and distress. Eventually, this may lead to his own death, or
lead him to hatred, and eventually to murder.*
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Shabhos Inspiration

Yossi Ross

A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NN YN NIV

| know you’ve all heard of the famous Rav Yisrael Salanter,
but I’'m not sure how many of you heard about Rav Yisrael
Salanter’s great rebbe, Rav Yosef Zundel Mi’Salant. | would
like to share some short stories to give us a little bit of an
insight into what great Yidden used to look like. | really
shouldn’t have said what they used to look like, because if
you looked at Rav Yosef Zundel Mi’Salant, you didn’t really
see much. You saw someone dressed like a wagon driver,
at best a peddler. Wide belt. High boots. A type of a cap.
Not dressed like a Rosh Yeshiva at all! The typical peddler
on the street!

The first time Rav Yisrael Salanter saw Rav Yosef Zundel
was by his wedding. Rav Yisrael Salanter asked his father-
in-law, “Who is that man? He looks very special.” His
father-in-law didn’t know who he was. He said, “l don’t
know. One of the guests. A peddler who lives in town. |
invited all the peddlers to come.” Rav Yisrael Salanter said,
“He doesn’t look like an ordinary peddler to me. I'm
watching very carefully; how he washed, how he ate, how
he’s preparing himself for bentching, | can tell that he
always paskens like the Rambam, and in only two instances
did he act like the Raavad.” The chosson, Rav Yisrael, made
it his business to go over to this peddler and ask him for a
bracha. Afterwards, he begged him to become his talmid.
Later on, Rav Yisroel found out that this peddler was one
of the most chashuva talmidim of Rav Chaim Volozhiner.

Even when Rav Yosef Zundel was in Volozhin, still dressed
like a Yeshiva bochur, he did things that people didn’t quite
understand. Every morning, you know where you would
find Rav Yosef Zundel? At the local bakeries. Each morning
the same thing would repeat itself. The boss would be
yelling, “Hey Tom! Bring the flour over! Let’s get moving
over here! It’s late! Billy! What's taking you so long?! Get
those danishes into the oven! There’s not enough sugar on
that.”

Rav Yosef Zundel would walk in, and a worker would get
the boss’s attention. “Boss. The Rabbi is here again.”
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“Every morning, he drives me bananas! Bananas? Maybe
we should try making banana danishes, you know... not a
bad idea. Eh... WHAT IS IT AGAIN, Rabbi?”

“I’'m sorry. Every day | make the same mistake. | want to
light my pipe, and | don’t have a match.” “Alright Rabbil
The same thing every morning! | keep telling you, go to the
oven and do what you want! Get a fire from the oven.” Rav
Yosef Zundel would go over to the oven and the boss
would continue overseeing his employees, a little bit
mystified about Rav Yosef Zundel’s daily visits.

Some of the talmidim came into Rav Chaim Volozhner, and
they said, “With all due respect, we know how chashuv
your talmid Rav Yosef Zundel is to you, but we see him
every morning going from bakery to bakery. The people in
town don’t understand it either. We’re sure that Rav Yosef
Zundel has a cheshbon, but it seems so strange! Perhaps
the Rebbe should talk to him?”

Rav Chaim Volozhiner summoned his talmid, and he said:
“Rav Yosef Zundel, | am sure you have a reason for doing

this. Can you possibly explain to me what your cheshbon
is?”

“Rebbe, it came to my attention that many of the Yidden
in town are not makpid on pas Yisroel. It’s true that some
of these bakeries have a hechsher that their ingredients
are kosher, but pas palter is only b’dieved if you have no
choice. Why are they not makpid on pas Yisroel?”

Rav Chaim nodded his head thoughtfully, “That is a
problem. But what does that have to do with your
wandering around to the bakeries in the morning?” Rav
Yosef Zundel smiled, “I go in the morning to each bakery
exactly when they’re about to light their fire, and | ask
them for a fire for my pipe. They send me to the oven, and
I make sure to light the fire. This way all the bakeries really
are pas Yisroel.”

Throughout his life, Rav Yosef Zundel was always

interested in doing so much for Klal Yisroel, but without



people knowing about it. When he got married, he decided
that he was going to be a secret talmid chacham. He
traveled around like a peddler. At first, he was very
successful in business, and was becoming very rich. When
rachmana litzlan he lost a child, he went out one day,
picked up his hands and cried, “Ribbono Shel Olam, | give
up the riches! Just give me children that are going to live!”
From then on, Rav Yosef Zundel was never rich anymore,
but he had two daughters who would eventually marry
some of the greatest talmidei chachamim in Klal Yisroel.

He never stayed too long in one place because he didn’t
want people to recognize him. He would just wander
around with other peddlers. Little did people realize that
while all of the other peddlers would go to an inn and go
to sleep, Rav Yosef Zundel would walk off to a corner and
spend his time in front of a sefer...

Except for Erev Shabbos. On Erev Shabbos, Rav Yosef
Zundel would go around to the other peddlers and ask,
“Tell me, where are you going to spend Shabbos?”

“Shlomka’s inn over there on the corner,” one would
answer. Another would say, “Me? | always stay by that inn
over there. It's a goyishe inn. | don’t chas v’shalom eat
from the food. I’'m so knocked out Shabbos, | just sleep
over there upstairs.”

Why was Rav Yosef Zundel so interested in where his
fellow peddlers spent their Shabbos? He was concerned
that these peddlers were so involved in making money
that they didn’t prepare challah or kiddush for Shabbos.
The
innkeepers all knew him already. Rav Yosef Zundel would

He would walk around to all of their rooms.

pleasantly greet them and say, “Here. Take a quarter, and
just let me go into the room for a moment.” They were
more than happy with the arrangement. He would then go
into each peddler’s room, and leave something by the door
- a bottle of wine for kiddush and challos for lechem
mishnah. Rav Yosef Zundel was not going to forget that it
was Shabbos, but he had to make sure that the other
peddlers wouldn’t forget either.

Rav Yosef Zundel didn’t always travel with the same
peddlers. Often, they didn’t know who he was, and
sometimes they would view him as strange. When they
would sit down and repeat jokes at night over a good
supper, Rav Yosef Zundel would walk off to the corner and
look into a sefer. The next day when they would travel to
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a different town, he would sometimes fall asleep in the
wagon — after all, he had been up the whole night learning.
Once, the other people sitting in the wagon with him
decided to have a good time.

“Hey! Who is he anyhow?!” “Here,” another one chuckled,
“let me go over to his beard and give it a little pull!” His
friends laughed, “I've got a better idea! Let’s take off his
socks and shoes, and tickle him. Let’s see if he’ll wake up!”

The fools were drunk with laughter. “He’s sleeping so hard
he’s not even waking up! Here. Let me see... he has his
siddur here. Let’s open it up. There’s a name inside. Oh...
This is the famous Rav Yosef Zundel MiSalant...”

All of the sudden, they felt extremely guilty. They had
heard of Rav Yosef Zundel, and they knew that he was one
of the biggest talmidim of Rav Chaim Volozhiner. When
Rav Yosef Zundel finally woke up — actually, he had been
up the whole time — they fell to his feet and began to cry.
“We didn’t know who you were! If we had known who you

III

were, we would never have done that

Rav Yosef Zundel told them, “Yidden, | want you to know,
| hadn’t had so much pleasure in a long time. You were
laughing! Here you are, peddlers away from your families,
and you were having a good time!” They blushed. “But we
were having a good time at your expense!” “That doesn’t
bother me,” Rav Yosef Zundel replied. “Yidden were
b’simcha. That gives me the greatest simcha.” “Still
Rebbe,” they begged, “are you mochel us?”

Rav Yosef Zundel responded: “I will be mochel you on one
condition. From now on, you don’t bother someone that
you don’t know. If you promise that you will give everyone
their proper respect and kavod — then, | am mochel you.”

When it came time to marry off his oldest daughter, Rav
Yosef Zundel was looking for a chosson who was a great
talmid chacham.

There was someone in his town named Rav Shmuel. He
was called Rav Shmuel MiSalant. All of the big gevirim
promised to support him for years and years because they
knew he could be a great Rav or Rosh Yeshiva in Klal
Yisroel. He married the daughter of one of those gevirim.
But the marriage did not last. After a year, it turned out
that the daughter of this gevir wasn’t so interested in
having someone who was a talmid chacham, and she
wasn’t so supportive of his learning. That marriage wound
up in divorce.



Soon afterwards, other rich people offered Rav Shmuel
their daughters, promising to support him for the rest of
their lives. At this point, Rav Yosef Zundel went over to
Shmuel, and he said, “l can’t compete with these offers,
and | cannot support you the way they can. However, | can
tell you that my daughter is very committed to someone
who is learning. She is machshiv Torah, and will be moiser
nefesh for a talmid chacham.” Rav Shmuel MiSalant
married Rav Yosef Zundel’s daughter.

Several years later (in 1838), Rav Yosef Zundel decided to
travel to Yerushalayim. He asked his son-in-law to
accompany him. Rav Shmuel said that he was not ready to
settle in Yerushalayim yet. Rav Yosef Zundel said, “Don’t
worry, it’s just a matter of time. You'll follow me.”

Several months later, Rav Shmuel came down with a very
serious infection in his lungs, and the doctors told him that
he must move to a warmer climate if he wants to live a
long life. Rav Shmuel asked, “Where do you suggest | move
to?” “Perhaps someplace in the Middle East,” the doctor
advised, “Eretz Yisrael would be a good place.” Rav Shmuel
MiSalant then knew that it doesn’t make sense to argue
with his father-in-law.

When Rav Yosef Zundel arrived in Eretz Yisrael, he lived in
a tiny apartment. The kitchen was mostly outside, since
there wasn’t any place inside for a kitchen. It had a couple
of boards on top which served as the roof. It worked very
well, especially when it was not raining. Still, Rav Yosef
Zundel was overjoyed! He said he never experienced such
joy in his life as being zocheh to live in Yerushalaym /hr
Hakodesh. Every single night he went to the Kosel
Hama’aravi, and cried over the tzaros of Klal Yisroel.

He had a special love for Yerushalayim and the Bais
HaMikdash. When he would learn Maseches Middos, the
mishnayos that relates what the second Bais HaMikdash
looked like, he would sometimes almost faint from crying.
He had such a yearning for the Bais HaMikdash to be
rebuilt.

When it came time to marry off Rav Yosef Zundel’s second
daughter, he could not find the right person. His wife cried,
“What’s going to be? The yishuv in Yerushalayim is so
small! If there’s no bochur here for her, we'’ll never find her

III

a chosson!” Rav Yosef Zundel responded with his classic

response — bitachon in the Ribbono Shel Olam.

18

“Today, I’'m going to the dock in Yaffo, and | have bitachon
that | will find our daughter a shidduch there.” When the
ship docked at the port, Rav Yosef Zundel made some
inquiries and found out that there was a bochur on the
boat. When he finally found him, he saw that the bochur
was wearing wooden clogs, and his pants were held up
with a length of rope. He looked like a peasant!

Rav Yosef Zundel went over to him, and without even
knowing who he was and what his name was, asked,
“Would you like to become my son-in-law?” Excitedly,
people whispered to the boy, “This is Rav Yosef Zundel
MiSalant.” The bochur answered, “l would be honored to
become your son-in-law.” Rav Yosef Zundel exclaimed,
“Mazel Tov! Mazel Tov!”

Everyone was in shock! He didn’t even know the boy’s
Rav Yosef Zundel asked the bochur, “Which
masechta are you learning now?” The chosson began to

name!

stammer, “Which masechta? Uh — | forgot the name. Uh —
uh — Na nena! That's what I’'m learning.” After a short
time, it became clear that this chosson was really a
complete am ha’aretz.

It was before Pesach, and this bochur, who was called
Nosson, spent his time in the bais medrash saying Tehillim.
One day, the ge’onim in the bais medrash were learning a
sugya in hilchos Pesach, and the room erupted into a big
machlokes. 1t was a very difficult sugya, and simply
following the conversation required proficiency in over a
dozen detailed sources.

Finally, this young, “simple” son-in-law called out from the
back, “My grandfather, the Sha’agas Aryeh learned a
whole different pshat in the sugya, and it works out
according to all the shitos!” As soon as Rav Shmuel
MiSalant heard his brother-in-law’s brilliant words, he ran
from the bais medrash to Rav Zundel’s house. “Rav Nosson
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is @ moiredik gaon!” he called. “He knows the sugya cold,

and he’s an einikel of the Sha’agas Aryeh!”

Everyone in the house started exclaiming in excitement
over the great news, but Rav Zundel was hardly surprised.
He knew that he had bitachon that the chosson was going
to be a great tzaddik, and although it didn’t seem that way,
it hadn’t fazed him. As it turned out, Nosson had been a
nistar who went into galus for some time. His period of
galus ended just before Pesach, and that's when he
revealed who he really was.



Reviewed by Rabbi Bhmuel Felder
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Is it permissible to open a sealed envelope on Shabbos by opening the seal or ripping
the top of the envelope?

According to many Poskim, it is not permissible to open a sealed envelope.

If pages of a book are stuck together due to wetness or food residue, may they be
separated?

It is permissible to separate pages of a book that became stuck together, as long as
no words or letters are ripped or erased. However, if pages are still attached from
the printing process and were never cut, then it is not permissible to separate them.

Is it permissible to remove a price tag affixed to a package?

It is not permissible to remove a price tag affixed to a package. Since the package is
generally disposed of with the price tag still attached, it is therefore considered a
permanent attachment. Similarly, it is not permissible to peel and remove a package
label that is generally left permanently on the package.

When looking through a picture album with adhesive pages, is it permissible to lift or
replace the plastic page covering to insert pictures?

Adhesive album plastic may not be attached or detached for inserting pictures or for
any reason. However, it is permissible to detach or reattach pages from a child’s
album used for trading and are therefore often detached and reattached.

Is it permissible to reattach a book’s binding tape if it has begun to peel off?

According to some authorities, pressing down binding tape that has begun to curl at
the corners of an old sefer or book is not permissible. One must be careful not to
press and stick the adhesive tape back into its place, whether on the cover or on
individual page(s) of a sefer.

Is it permissible to place a self-adhesive name label into a book?

It is not permissible to do so.

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| bought freeze-pops for my kids, but didn’t separate them from each other. May | do that on naw?

QUESTION 2

What about opening them? Can | use a knife or scissors?

QUESTION 3

Can | break open a “crack-in-half” ices?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| noticed a string coming out of my jacket sleeve, the material must have gotten pulled when | was
wearing it. Is there anything | can do about it?

Answer: While cutting material or cutting open a stitch is the Nox'7n of YIp, the ("NI7ZNIN" N-T"W) N2'7N 1IN
writes that merely cutting a string is not a NdX'7?n at all. It may therefore be cut. Possibly one should not
cut exactly at the end of the string to remove the entire string, as this may be a form of \nNN- making an

exact cut.
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continued....

QUESTION 2

What about if the jacket is brand new?

Answer: Although cutting a string is allowed as mentioned above, cutting from a new article of clothing
is not as simple. The ('2-2"wW) Y |N7W writes that one may not cut off strings or strands attached to a new
article of clothing, as this completes the process of making the clothing and is the noX7n of W01 Ndn. It
should therefore not be cut.

QUESTION 3

How about the string of a NnXn box or something similar?

Answer: The string of a NX¥n box does not have the problem of VI, since cutting a string is not a NJN'7N, as
mentioned above. However, it seems from (X"2-1"W) N1N2 NN that it may be a problem of YNn- untying,
since the purpose of cutting is to remove the knot. Cutting the string therefore may be equivalent to
undoing the knot. Still, it would only be 10X if the knot of the NXN box is considered a Xn"p 7w WP, The Mwn
NN brings that some hold it is not a XN"P 7W WP since the knot was tied in order to be undone by the
customer. If so, it may be cut. If one is unable to slip the string off, he may rely on this lenient opinion and
cut it off.
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From Impossible to Possible

Our story begins in Greece many centuries ago,
shortly after the death of the king. His son and
heir, the crown prince Alexander, was coronated
in his stead. Alexander was in his low twenties,
and still unmarried, but there was no denying that
he was fit for kingship. He had been reared from
birth to become the future ruler of Greece, and
though the time came earlier than expected,
Alexander had the knowledge, talent, and skill to
rise to the challenge.

The only problem with the new king was that
Alexander was not yet married. According to
Greek law, the king could not be an unmarried
man. And so, the search was on to find the new
king a wife.

King Alexander had a lot going for him. He was
brilliant and witty, strong and aristocratic, and the
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ruler of a wealthy kingdom. Many wealthy and
noble matches were suggested, but none of them
caught the king’s interest. He nixed one
suggestion after the next, and his advisors began
to worry that he would never find the right one.

One day, a new suggestion was put on the table.
Her name was Rosana, and she was the daughter
of the king of Persia. The Persian princess had
developed a reputation of refinement and nobility,
and for the first time, Alexander liked what he
heard. He learned that she was versed in many
different languages, that she was soft-spoken and
gentle, that she was wise and knowledgeable.

Alexander decided to send messengers to the king
of Persia suggesting the match. Much to his
delight, the Persian king agreed that it was indeed
an appropriate match. He invited Alexander to
visit Persia and meet with Rosanna himself. If,
after meeting in person, they were both in
agreement, then the match would be finalized.

The servants and advisors in the Greek palace
spent many hours preparing for their king’s
journey to Persia. He would be accompanied by a
large entourage of servants and soldiers, along
with some of his most trustworthy advisors. It was
not the kind of trip that they could decide on
spontaneously; every detail had to be arranged in
advance for Alexander’s comfort and security.

After a long journey, King Alexander of Greece
arrived in the capital of Persia to meet with his
prospective bride. The meetings went well, and
within a few days, their engagement was
announced. Word spread quickly to all the nations
that Greece and Persia were forming an alliance
bound by marriage between the two royal
families. Both nations rejoiced at the match.

The king of Persia wanted to introduce his future
son-in-law to his country before the Ilatter
departed back to Greece. He made a huge feast in
Alexander’s honor. All the nobles of the land and



representatives of all the cities were invited to the
palace, where no expense was spared to display
the full pomp and glory of Persia. Huge tables
were groaning under the finest of delicacies, and
wine flowed like water. Even Alexander, who
was a king himself, was impressed by the luxury
and riches of the Persian empire.

It did not take Alexander long to realize that the
cultures of Persia and Greece were very different.
He and his future wife had grown up with two
completely different worldviews. While Greece
was into wisdom and knowledge, philosophy and
science, Persia was into luxury and materialism.
What was considered luxurious in Greece was
considered simple in Persia, which valued beauty
and money above all else.

At the end of Alexander’s stay, he was given a
grand tour of the palace where the royal family,
including Rosana, lived. His eyes widened in
wonder as he took in the magnificent rugs,
intricate statues, and glittering chandeliers that
filled the palace. The opulence of Persia was
nothing like he’d ever seen before, and it left him
with a strange taste in his mouth.

How would he ever bring Rosana back home to
Greece? How could he bring her to his own
family’s palace, which paled in contrast to the
luxury in which she’d grown up? Compared to
what she was used to, his own beautiful palace
was like a simple cottage. What would she think
of him when she realized how simply he lived?

Arrangements were made, decisions were
finalized, and the wedding was set for the
following year, giving both countries ample time
to prepare for the grand event. It had been a
lengthy and festive stay in the Persian capital, but
now it was time for Alexander to return home. A
huge crowd of nobles and common men, led by
the king of Persia himself, escorted the Greek
king out of the capital.
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The return journey was much easier than the way
in. Alexander was filled with joy and good cheer,
and he didn’t seem to notice the uncomfortable
road as much as he had on the journey to Persia.
Within a few weeks, he was back in his beloved
capital city, where excited crowds came out to
meet him.

As Alexander approached the palace, his heart
fell. He suddenly noticed how square the building
was. Unlike the ravishing architecture of the
Persian royal palace, his own palace was built of
neat lines and straight pillars. There was none of
the arches and turrets and intricate marble
engravings that had transformed his father-in-
law’s palace into a memorable display of beauty.

Upon entry, his heart fell even further. The heavy
draperies hadn’t been updated in years, and the
rugs were not nearly as beautiful as the ones he’d
seen in Persia. The walls of his palace, which he’d
always loved, now seemed so plain and bare. The
corridors felt narrow and the ceilings were low.
How could he ever bring Rosana to a palace like
this? It was nice building, but nothing exotic. Any
rich man could own a mansion just like it. It was
not fit for a king.

With this realization, Alexander ordered the best
architects in Greece to come to the palace for an
emergency meeting. “I want you to design the
nicest palace in the world,” he instructed them.
“But I'm in a rush, and I need these plans by
tomorrow.”

“Your Majesty,” the bravest of the four architects
said carefully, bowing. “Architectural designs
take time. It’s not a job we can complete
overnight.”

“That 1s not my concern,” the king said brusquely.
“Take two days if you need, but in two days, I
need those drawings. The nicest palace in the
world. Did I make myself clear?”



“Yes, Your Majesty,” the architects responded,
bowing.

They got to work immediately, barely stopping
for food and sleep. They worked through the night
and then again the next day, designing the most
beautiful palace for their king. Finally, with
extreme effort on their end, they managed to meet
the king’s tight deadline. They arrived at the
king’s drawing room at the appointed time, the
completed plans in their hands.

“Excellent,” Alexander said, leafing through the
pages. “This is exactly what I had in mind. You
will work together with these builders to make
sure that the palace is ready in a year’s time.” He
waved over another group of men, who had been
standing at the side of the room, and handed them
the architectural drawings.

“In a year’s time?!” the architects cried in
disbelief. The palace they designed was
tremendous, with massive halls and endless
separate wings. There were beautiful windows
and dozens of staircases and a lot of detailed
engravings. Even if they hired every capable man
in the country, they couldn’t possibly finish it
within a year.

“Ayear’s time,” the king confirmed. “I am getting
married in a year from now, and I want the new
palace ready by my wedding.”

The architects wisely remained silent. They were
not the ones responsible for building the palace,
and so they did not need to be the ones to anger
the king.

The builders, looking over the plans, felt their
cheeks grow warm. “Your Majesty,” they said
slowly. “These are plans for a truly beautiful
palace. So beautiful, that it is not possible for it to
be completed in a year. It will take a minimum of
three years to finish a palace like this one.”
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Alexander shook his head and his gaze turned
steely. “I command you to have it ready in a year.
If not, every one of your heads will be cut oft.”

The builders did not know what to do. “His
Majesty may as well give the executioner his
orders right now,” said Basil, the boldest of the
builders. “It is not possible for a human being to
have such a tremendous and beautiful palace built
in such a short time frame. We may as well be
killed right now, before we put in any work.”

Alexander stood up, his cheeks reddening in
anger. Recognizing the truth of the builder’s
words, but not wanting to believe them, he stalked
out of the room into his private quarters. He found
his mother sitting there, waiting for him.

“What’s going on?” she asked gently. “You look
tense, Alexander.”

The king sighed, but before he had a chance to
respond, there was a knock on the door. “Enter,”
Alexander called tiredly.

A valet entered and bowed. “There’s a jeweler
here to see you, Your Majesty.”

“Send him in,” the king ordered.

The jeweler entered moments later, bearing a
large wooden case. He was a Jew named
Binyomin, with a full beard and Jewish garb.
Seeing the king, he bowed.

“Rise,” Alexander said, feeling his spirits
returning. He’d ordered the jeweler immediately
upon his return from Persia. He needed to pick out
gifts to send to Rosana during their lengthy
engagement, and he’d instructed the jeweler to
bring his finest pieces.

The jeweler opened the case and spread a black
velvet cloth on the table. Carefully, he spread out
his precious wares on the cloth. Rings and
bracelets, brooches and necklaces, all made of



gold and inlaid with gems, were lined up on the
black velvet.

The king sucked in his breath, the display was
dazzling. “What do you think?” he asked his
mother.

She examined the selection carefully. “To be
honest, everything here is stunning. I wouldn’t
mind some of it myself.”

The king smiled generously. “Go ahead, take
what you want. But don’t forget to leave
something for Rosana!”

His mother selected a few pieces of jewelry as
Binyomin tried to hide his excitement. Just the
pieces she’d chosen for herself would earn him
enough profit to support his family for a year.

“What do you say to this, for Rosana?” the king
asked, holding up a delicate bangle that glinted in
the light.

“It comes 1n a set,” Binyomin said, showing them
the other two bangles that matched. “And here is
a set of earrings with a similar design.”

It took some time for the king to choose an array
of jewels for his future wife. When he was finally
done, there were not too many pieces left to return
to the box.

“Wait,” the king’s mother suddenly said. “We
need to choose gifts for your mother-in-law as
well. And for Rosana’s sisters...”

By the time the king and his mother were done
choosing their gifts, there was nothing left in the
box. “I guess we’re taking everything then,”
Alexander said, leaning back in his seat. “How
much do I owe you?”

Binyomin named a price, hardly believing his
good fortune. The king wrote out a note for his
treasurer, and sent a servant to fetch the sum. “If
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only all my problems could be taken care of as
quickly as this,” Alexander sighed.

“What is troubling you, Alexander?” his mother
asked. “You never got around to telling me.
Perhaps I, or maybe even this fine jeweler here,
will have an idea to help you.”

The king gave another sigh, and explained about
the new palace he wanted to build before his
marriage. “The builders are saying they need at
least three years, but I’'m getting married next
year. | already threatened them with death, but it
won’t help. There’s no way they can have it done
so soon.”

“Hmm.” His mother was silent for a moment.
“Mr. Jeweler, perhaps you have an idea?”

A sudden thought entered Binyomin’s mind.
“Your Majesty,” he began. “Our wise men teach
us that a person who works only uses a third of
his energy. Why? Because people were made to
be lazy. If a person gets excited about something,
he might possibly use two-thirds of his energy.
There are only four times when a person uses all
of his energy.”

“When is that?”

“Jealousy, anger, love of money, and love of
honor,” Binyomin responded. “When someone is
truly jealous or full of hate, he will use all of his
energy to take revenge. When someone knows he
will receive significant honor or a huge sum of
money, he will be motivated to use all of his
energy, working day and night, to receive it.”

“Interesting,” the king’s mother commented.

“What’s the difference between these four
things?”” Binyomin asked. “If someone’s jealousy
or hatred motivates him to invest all his energy,
he will eventually get burned out. But if someone
is motivated by money or honor, nothing will ever
stop him.”



Binyomin turned to the king. “Your Majesty, I
would like to make a suggestion. If you would
like to have your palace ready in a year, offer your
builders enormous amounts of money for the job.
Along with that, show them honor and respect.
Compliment their abilities. Respect their expert
opinions. You will see that this will motivate
them to invest their full abilities into the project.
And if they put all their energy into the palace —
not just one third — then it has a chance of being
ready on time.”

Alexander followed the Jewish jeweler’s advice.
He returned to the builders and offered them a
tremendous reward for completing the palace on
time. Throughout the process, he treated them
with great honor, making sure to give them bonus
and compliments often.

And even before the year was up, the palace was
ready.

The new queen was happy. The king was happy.
And there was peace between Persia and Greece.

We all have it in us to push just a little harder, to
invest just a little more energy into our avodas
Hashem. Because if we are motivated to grow,
even the impossible will become possible.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape # AZ249
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| Those Little
| Fights
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They moved away from the dwellings of Korach, Dasan and Aviram all around... and

their wives and children and infants. (Bemidbar 16:26)

“Their wives and children and infants” — This shows how destructive quarrelling is.
The earthly court of justice punishes only from the age of puberty, and the Heavenly
court of justice only from the age of twenty. But here, even sucklings perished. (Rashi)

It is well known by all, and particularly by Jews,
that quarreling is a bad thing. It is deplorable and
damaging. It can destroy entire towns, communities
and families, may Hashem protect us.

The Torah recounts how the fire of machlokes
devours old and young alike, both the evil and
the righteous. So unfortunate is the place, the
community, the shu/ or the family in which a fight
breaks out! Because once it breaks out, it’s very hard
to stop. It is like a fierce wildfire that is insatiable.
It sweeps up more and more, and leaves behind just
ruin, destruction and tragedy.

07 X011 nya »dwnia 197 - “Therefore, the

intelligent person will remain silent at that time.”

1 Amos 5:13.

When there is a quarrel, the most important
thing is to keep quiet. Sometimes a person is sure he
is right, and is so indignant about the injustice that
was done to him by the other party. The desire builds
up inside him to answer back tit-for-tat, as if a fire
is building up within him. But if he keeps himself
under control and holds his quiet, about him it is
written:

For every single moment that a person
closes his mouth, he merits the hidden light

that no angel Or creature can €ven imagine.2

Not only that, but the entire world’s existence is
in his merit:

2 Letter of Vilna Ga’on, citing a Midrash.
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The world continues to exist only for
he who stops (8912) his mouth at a time of
quarrel, as it says®, 1Ha Yy ¥Ix avin

Although people know a big machlokes is bad,
they aren’t as concerned about little arguments and
squabbles at home. They tend to think it isn’t really
such a big deal.

The truth is that every machlokes, even the
smallest, is potentially disastrous. We see in the
Torah passage about the sotah that Hashem allows
His holy Name, inscribed with proper sanctity on
parchment, to be dissolved in water, in order to
bring peace between husband and wife. If there isn’t
domestic harmony, it is worse than erasing Hashem’s
holy Name.

The rule is that “the earthly kingdom resembles

the Heavenly kingdom. In other words, Hashem acts
toward us as we act ourselves. Let’s say you would be

3 Iyov 26:7.
4 Chulin 89a.
5 Berachos 58a.

invited as a guest in a certain home and when you got
there you found out that they are embroiled in petty
fights and quarrels. This would be so hard to endure.
You would wish you never came there in the first place
and would just be waiting for a chance to leave. So it is
with Hakadosh Baruch Hu. He doesn’t want to dwell
in a home where there is fighting, and He takes His
Shechinah away from such a place right away.

The converse is true as well. If your spouse speaks
sharply to you at home, but you keep quiet and let
it go by, and afterward you don’t mentally dwell on
the incident but simply forget about it — this causes
the Shechinah to dwell in the world in general and in

your home especially.

Just as engaging in machlokes brings curse, so
avoiding machlokes brings blessing, life and health
to a person and his family. All the gates of berachah
and good fortune open up for him.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu found no more fitting
vessel to hold blessing for the Jewish people than

peace.be

6 Devarim Rabbah 5:15.

No One is 100% Right

(77,1 127N2) INTYI) NP T X

One should not be like Korach and like his congregation. (Bemidbar 17:5)

Due to a certain incident that took place, I
offered an innovative interpretation of this pasuk.

i 891 — “Itis not going to be” like Korach and his

congregation.
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In other words, a case like the controversy of
Korach is not going to repeat itself. That was a

unique event in history. The machlokes of Korach
was black and white. Moshe Rabbeinu was 100.00%
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right and Korach was 0.00% right. There was not
even a tiny fraction of truth to Korach’s claims.

This type of machlokes happened only once in
history. With every other disagreement from then
until now, there is never one side that is 100% right.
Neither side has the absolute truth. It is always a
matter of which is more right.

If we keep this in mind, if we remember that even
our adversary has a point, that there is no absolute
truth, many fights will just dissolve.

We need to know that the main thing in Judaism
is keeping the laws of the Torah. When two bnei
Torah meet, two people who serve Hashem and
are looking for the truth, but who were raised
on different schools of thought regarding avodas

o
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Hashem, they need to pay attention to the fact that
despite their divergent approaches and conflicting
opinions, they actually agree on all the fundamental
points of Yiddishkeit and have no disagreement
regarding them.

When uncertainties arise, each person should
decide them according to the derech he received
from his rabbis and teachers. But this doesn’t mean
something is wrong with his friend who was taught
a different derech.

The abundance of views and approaches that
exists regarding Torah issues is actually the beauty
of the Torah. Together with all the truth, each
has his own hue, his own approach and his own
understanding. e

Just Like it
Always Was

(3 ,TV 72TNI) 1 HAR DY IRWINN YITM ' DIIN DWTP 09I 1T I 0D

The whole congregation are all holy, and Hashem is in their midst, so why do you

lord it over the congregation of Hashem? (Bemidbar 17:5)

The Crown of Crowns

We are going to talk about Korach, but first, some

background.
Pirkei Avos speaks of kesarim, crowns. But it’s not
clear how many there are.

There are three crowns: the crown of
Torah, the crown of priesthood and the
crown of kingship, and the crown of a good

name goes on top of them.!

So how many crowns are there, three or four?

1 Pirkei Avos 4:13.
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First it says three, but then it mentions another one,

the crown of shem tov, a good name.

The common explanation is that the crown of a
good name is not really a crown on its own. It rather
adorns the other three crowns. There is a crown of
Torah that is adorned by also having a good name,
and there is a crown of Torah that is not adorned
by a good name. There is a crown of malchus with a
good name, and one without. This is what it means
that the crown of a good name “goes on top of them.”

It adorns the other three crowns.

I am not so sure this is really the simple meaning

of the statement in Pirkei Avos. 1 think it means



that there really are four crowns. But the crown of
a good name is so high that it is not counted along
with the other three. It is on a completely different
madreigah.

What is this keser shem tov, this crown of a good

name?

230 MYN DY 23V - A name is better
than good oil 2

The Midyash tells us in what ways a good name is
better than good oil:

Good oil goes down, while a good name
goes up. Good oil is temporary, while a
good name is forever. Good oil runs out,
while a good name does not run out. Good
oil costs money, while a good name is for
free. Good oil is only for the living, while
a good name is for the living and for the
dead. Good oil is for the wealthy, while a
good name is for the poor and the wealthy.

[The scent of ] good oil goes from the
side room to the main room, while a good
name goes all around the world. Good
oil dissipates when it falls on water, and a
good name does not dissipate when it falls
on water. Good oil burns up when it falls
into fire, while a good name does not burn

up when it falls into fire.?

Now let’s take it a step further. The Midrash goes
on to apply the idea in a different way:

Said R. Yehudah son of R. Simon: We
see that people of good oil went into the
place of the living, and came out burnt,
whereas people of good name went into

the place of the dead, and came out alive.

Nadav and Avihu went into the place of
the living, and died. Chananyah, Mishael

and Azariah went into a fiery furnace, and

2 Koheles 7:1.
3 Koheles Rabbah 7:1.
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came out alive. For this it says, “A name is

better than good oil™

Now we see that “good oil” is not just a physical
object. It refers also to Nadav and Avihu, who
were the greatest people alive at the time of Moshe
Rabbeinu. They represented the peak of Torah. But
it was Torah without a good name, and therefore
it had the qualities mentioned in the first part of
the Midrash. It goes down, it runs out, it dissipates
in water, etc. Whereas Torah with a good name is
exactly the opposite. It does not go down, it does
not get burnt up, etc.

What's really the point here? What’s so important
about a name?

A name defines a person’s essence. Adam
Harishon’s wisdom surpassed that of the angels
because he was able to give names to all the animals.”
This is a very great wisdom, because naming
something is defining its essence.

There is a certain level in avodas Hashem where
a person finds his ruchniyus inside himself. It is
internal. The classic example is Avraham Avinu, who
“learned Torah from himself.”® There is also a level
where a person learns Torah, but his Torah is not
from himself, it is not from his innate person.

When a person “has a good name,” this means
the virtue, the madreigah he attained, is his. It comes
from himself. But “good oil” means his madreigah,
however high it may be, came to him from an
external source. In such a case, it has the qualities of
physical oil. It goes down, it runs out, etc.

The difference between Avraham Avinu and
Noach was that Noach needed external support
from Hashem, as it says M1 T90N0 DPYXRT DX —

“Noach walked with G-d.”” Now, there is nothing
wrong with “walking with G-d.” It’s actually a very

4 Ibid.

5 Bereishis Rabbah 17:4.
6 Ibid 96:3.

7 Bereishis 6:9.



high madyeigah. If only we were on that madreigab.
But it’s still not the high level that Avraham Avinu
attained. About Avraham it says M 199 a0
oonn - Walk before Me, and be perfected.” This

implies that he walked on his own.

Now we come to a very interesting explanation of
the well-known pasuk i1 w2 899" - “And He called
him by Hashem’s Name.”® The Ibn Ezra explains that
the one calling the name is Hashern Himself. Why?
Because only Hashem can call a name. “Don’t be
surprised that Hashem is calling the name, because
He alone knows and is knowledge and is known.

This is a very deep matter.”"?

This expresses Hashem’s perfection, because
“name” represents essence, it implies self-sufficiency,
it means non-dependence on external sources. As

the Ibn Ezra said, “This is a very deep matter.”

R. Yerucham of Mir wrote on this subject and
commented that we should try to emulate this
trait. Just as Hashem talks with Himself and about
Himself, He is singular and unique, and is involved
only with Himself and from Himself, so a person
should always talk with himself and to himself. R.
Yerucham concluded by saying, “This matter is truly
very deep and awesome.”

If a person wants to know where he is really
holding, what kind of a person he is, how much his
tzelem Elokim is expressing itself, then he needs to
find his Yiddishkeit and his Torah when he is alone,
with no one but himself there. Then he talks with
himself, to himself, like Hashem does, so to speak.

This is shem tov, a good name. It means that a
person finds his own life, his own hasmadab, his
own zefilah. He finds everything in and of himself.

By contrast, there is a person of “good oil.” This
is a wonderful madreigah. But if such a person
were to be asked, “What is your name?” he would
not mention his personal name. He would say
something like, “T am a bachur from such-and-such

8 Ibid 17:1.
9 Shemos 34:5.
10 Ibn Ezra, Shemos 34:5.
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a yeshivah.” In other words, that’s how he identifies.
His ruchniyus is not in and of himself. It is from his
environment. However, that’s not what a “name” is.

A name is a person’s own self.

If someone like that would find himself all on
his own, without any supportive environment or
defining framework, he might be embarrassed to
discover the sorry madreigah he is truly on.

This is why “a good name is better than good oil”

This is what Korach got wrong.

He argued that “the entire congregation is holy
and Hashem is in their midst.” It did not make sense
to him that there should be only one leader of the
Jewish people, Moshe Rabbeinu, through whom
everyone else will receive the Torah. Why should
there be only one Kohen Gadol and one Navi?

Korach wanted everyone to be spiritually great.
He wanted everyone to be equal. But that’s not the

way it works.

In a certain way, he was right. The crown of Torah
is indeed intended for every Jew.

The crown of Torah is sitting and waiting,
available to all Jews, as it says mwn 1% m¥ 7N
apy’ nYap awn — “Moshe commanded us Torah,
which is a heritage for [all] the congregation of
Yaakov.”!! Whoever who wishes can come and take
it.12

But Korach could not accept the fact that there
is a shaliach tzibbur for everyone. He wanted the
whole congregation to do it, because they are all
equally holy.

Korach didn’t know that when Hashem gave the
Torah through Moshe Rabbeinu, the Torah retained
the same kedushah and clarity that it had when it
was spoken from Hashem’s mouth.

Aharon and his sons were happy and

joyous to hear words of Torah and receive

11 Devarim 33:4.
12 Rambam, Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Talmud Torah 3:1.
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them from the mouth of Moshe as they
would be to hear them from the mouth of

Hakadosh Baruch Hu."®

This idea is explained at length in Sefer Nefesh
Hachayim. It is actually one of the deepest points in

the whole sefer.
The kedushah of the Torah is even

greater and more awesome than that of the
spiritual worlds above. Although the lofty
worlds above have very great kedushab,
when they devolve and descend, they go
down in tremendous steps. Indeed, each
world is stamped with the form of all
the patterns of the world above it, in the
same likeness and image, as is known.
Nevertheless, its level of kedushah and
light bears no comparison to that of the

world above it.

The holy Torah, too, descended and
devolved, level after level, from its upper
holy root and source, and it transversed
countless stages from one world to another
and from onelevel to another. Nevertheless,
it retains its original kedushah just like in its
original holy root and source. Even in this
world, it is just as it originally was above. It
is completely holy and one may not treat
it as mundane, chas v'shalom... because it

always retains its original kedushab.

This is also what Chazal meant when
they said in the Zobar that Hakadosh
Baruch Hu and the Torah are one.
Although the worlds descend and devolve
level after level, and change greatly in the
degree of their kedushab, all this is true

13 Yalkut Shimoni, Tzav 519.
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only from our side. But from Hashem’s
side, there is no difference and change of

places, chas vshalom.

This is as it is written: "NIW XY 77 %N
- “I, Hashem, have not changed”* His
kedushah doesn’t change. And so it is with
the holy Torah. Even though it descended
and devolved over a course of many
tremendous steps, it has not changed in
its kedushah at all. It retains its original
kedushah even in this lowest of worlds, just
as it was when it was with Hashem in its
source and root. No difference and change

in place affects this at all.™

So we see that the Torah of Moshe Rabbeinu has
the very same level of kedushab it possessed when it

was spoken from Hashem’s mouth.

Korach didn’t know this. He didn’t realize that
when we learn Torah, it’s straight from Hashem.
TN2M NYT van 00N i i 03 — “Hashem gives
wisdom; from His mouth comes knowledge and

understanding.”'®

Each person, when he learns Torah from his
rebbe, it is exactly like learning it straight from the

mouth of Hashem, with no difference.

Korach thought that Torah has its full kedushah
and clarity only if you learn it directly from
Hakadosh Baruch Hu. But when you receive Torah
from Moshe, it passed through a conduit of flesh

and blood, and it’s not the same thing anymore.

But we know that Torah never changes.

14 Malachi 3:6.
15 Nefesh Hachayim 4:27.
16 Mishlei 2:6.
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