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case of loss, on what the Shulchan Aruch writes (2 that today
we rarely have a Reshus Harabim (so it is muttar). One should
park somewhere off the highway, which is much more safe and
legal, and rely on the fact that he is in a “carmelis” with a
Rabbinic issur of carrying. If he is in a place with any suspicion
of life-threatening danger [seedy neighborhoods or freezing
temperatures with young children, or even adults according to the
circumstances], one should drive to a safe place and ask a gentile
to turn off the car for him. If there is a gentile available as he gets
close to sundown, he may ask him to drive him to a suitable
place to stay, until 72 minutes after sunset. When arriving at the
destination, he should ask the gentile to open the car door for him
and carry his necessary or valuable items to a suitable place.

It is told that once when religious Israeli ambassadors were
delayed on an Israeli flight and landed close to Shabbos, R’ Moshe
permitted them to be driven to a hotel by a gentile till 72 minutes

Rabbinic issurim during Bein Hashmoshos, he can carry mukiza — after sunset. Although this was heard from R” Moshe Sherer z£’7,
valuable items and car keys, to a safe place. He could rely, in a _in Igros Noshe (3), he writes to only be lenient up to 50 minutes.
2 T TM2Y — MR a7 72N — DM TR
"mnnRes NN - pn asea”- The braisa says, if a thom becomes stuck in onée’s foot in front of an idol, or one’s money spills out in front of an
idol, one may not bend down to take out the splinter or pick up the money, as that looks like he is bowing to the v"y. Similarly, if there is a spring
() flowing in front of an idol, one may not bend down to drink from it. The Gemara adds, in all these cases, if it doesn't appear as though he is
worshipping the "y, itis ~rwa. Rashi says this may be accomplished by tuming one’s back to the idol or tuming to the side, so it doesn't seem like
he is bending down to the idol. The Gemara says, the wypn of the Ywnis, even if one will die of thirst if he doesn't drink from it, it'smox.

The y9 writes: it seems (from the case of 1) that even mway noo oipma it is o to appear as though one is worshipping 'y. This
halacha would fall under the rule of "1 YN Pxa I 952, One is not permitted to heal himself with 1y as it looks like he is v"ya 7w, However,
entering a city during festival time, if it is a situation of mwa3 o it would be . This is because we only have the halacha that mnnwnonn
is assur (even mHo opna), but entering a town where the festival is, is a step away from appearing as worshipping and too far removed to be
considered py 7o S0 it's 39 Dypna “mwa.The Y brings the w'n49 who leams that not drinking from the spring even if there’s a nvn wen, it
means it's a N poo. But if it was mwa) moo s it would be . Because there is no 7 of way npon when it is only 2y .

The Mo [P "0 7'v] brings v'~n owa: If one is in a state of mway mi»o, he may run and hide in a "y 02 to save his life. The n"a points out
that earlier (o1p 'o) the nw brings the 8"aw that it's o to enter even a vy Sv xn for y'nia. So certainly, it should be assur to enter a ™
v'y? The n"a says it seems the v is more nvw to follow v~ NVw and permit it. Also, we have the Y (quoted above) that agrees with the
w'N that entering a city on omx ov is amm for y'nia. So, the Mo is following the 1" and the vy who argue with the N'aw-.

The nw»a [mp o] points out another nvnwo in the mv. Earlier [vnj> "ol he paskens like the NavA that even y'np»s oypma it is assur to drink
from the wn, yet here he paskens like the w'NA that it's permitted to enter the v'y 7»1? He answers that in the case of the w1, an onlooker can't
discem if the drinker is in a state of y'9, s0 it's assur to drink. 5"xwn here, people see that he is running to save his life, so it's =mma. Also, the
o of pramn yr doesn't apply since the reason is the concemn that if one is healed by using v'y he may come to credit the 1"y, we don't permit
using it. Here, he is only using the Church as a hiding place & will not come to believe the vy is the one that saved him, so there is no wwn &it's mn.

The &' [)'p "o 7'v] says anything that is wox only because of py Tox, in a situation of y'nia, would ber, like the v, The n'hn
says: a m is not permitted to worship 1"y, but he is not commanded in the 7 of py Tn. One is permitted to ask a » fo bend down in front of an
idol and have him pick up his money for him. Since the » has no intention of worshipping, it is only an issue of Yy 1x which is rwa for him.
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R’ Moshe Bogomilsky shlita (Vedibarta Bam) would say:
“Through the laws of Parah Adumah, the Torah is teaching us that a Jew must help another Jew even if it requires
sacrifice. This is ‘Chukas HaTorah’ - a basic principle of Torah, and though we may not comprehend it, we must practice it
in our daily lives. People say, ‘Give till it hurts.” Parah Adumah, a chok, teaches us to help another Jew even if it hurts.”

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (37)
Cars and Automobiles: Erev Shabbos Traveling. If a traveler
sees that he is not going to arrive at his destination before sunset,
he should check to see if there is a hotel or motel that he can
check into earlier. Even if he will have no Kiddush and/or
Shabbos meals, he should still do so. If there is no such
possibility, there are some complicated halachos that require the
following introduction: When the sun sets (shkiah), there is a
time-period called Bein Hashmoshos which lasts [regarding this
set of halachos (Rav Moshe)] for 72 minutes. During this
time-period, which has the status of “Safek (possible) Shabbos”
and there is a great need, one may tell a gentile to do for him
even a Torah issur of Shabbos, or do himself a Rabbinic issur
@. If no gentile is available, he may not keep driving since
driving a car is a Torah-based issur of “Mavir”, creating a fire.
He must park the car before sunset. Since one can perform

A Wise Man would say: “Wisdom from a stranger is better than ignorance from a friend.” SpecialMazel Tovto Mordy &
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There is an unknown story that was told over recently by a well-regarded Talmid Chacham about the Gaon, R’ Yisroel
Gustman z¢t”l, (his yahrzeit was 28 Sivan) who already at the age of 18 was serving as a dayan on the vaunted Vilna Beis
Din of R’ Chaim Ozer Grodzenski zt”l. R’ Yisroel became famous over time as one of the leading Torah scholars of
that, and later generations, and the sweet “honey-water” of the holy Torah was always seen on his lips. Even as a young
boy, a small child well before the age of Bar Mitzvah, he was known for his great hasmadah and shakdanus
(perseverance) and did not shy away from Torah study day and night.

R’ Gustman’s father was a merchant who traveled from country to country, and on his way, he would occasionally
travel to the holy Chofetz Chaim, R’ Yisroel Meir Hakohen z#”’I, in Radin, to consult with him on personal and business
questions that arose in his life. On a number of occasions, he wished to take his son along with him to Radin to get a
beracha, however, each time his father would suggest that he join him on the trip to Radin, young Yisroel refused,
claiming that he was wasting time from his precious learning. “Tatte,” he would say, “In the hours that I travel with you, I
can learn so many more dafim of Gemara.” So, his father, of course, did not pressure him.

On one occasion, when his father suggested that he go to the Chofetz Chaim, the boy agreed. The surprised father was
interested in what made him change his mind, and the boy replied that he wanted to ask the great Sage a question.

Happily, his father made the arrangements for their trip. When they arrived in Radin, young Yisroel Gustman met the
Tzaddik and politely asked if could ask a question. The Sage agreed. Yisroel asked as follows: “I want to study the entire
Talmud and know it well. These days, I have come to the chapter ‘Beis Kur,” in the seventh perek of Maseches Bava
Basra. It was here that I came across a long passage of the Rashbam who explains - in a mathematical manner - a certain
calculation brought by the Gemara.” The Chofetz Chaim was smiling as the young child was talking.

“Here is my question. Everything I learn in the Gemara has implications for other passages as well, for as we know,
Chazal shorten in one place and lengthen in another and therefore everything I learn will repeat itself in Shas other times,
and there is the chance that I will remember it better, since I will have learned it several times in various places. However,
this particular passage of the Rashbam is not repeated anywhere in Shas (apparently the subject itself is important, but not
necessary the calculation, which is a purely mathematical endeavor), and if so, since I will study it only once, I will forget
what he says. This being the case, perhaps it is better to skip it entirely in order to learn other things, which I will repeat
over and over again throughout the Talmud, directly or indirectly, and thus remember it better?”

The Chofetz Chaim could see that this young child had a brilliant mind and would no doubt take his place among the
foremost leaders and rzaddikim of the Jewish people. He answered him thus. “Forgetfulness is not erasure! Everything that
enters a person’s mind is fixed there forever and is not erased. Yes, it is true that certain topics which a person repeats all
the time are more ‘available’ in his memory, and the things that are not repeated are ‘concealed’ somewhat, or in other
words, they enter deeper cells in the brain, which are not used regularly. But know my child, that nothing is erased.
Nothing. Nothing. Everything stays in a person’s brain. It will always be there.”

At this point, the holy Chofetz Chaim turned to the boy and concluded, “If you want to know all of Shas, you do have to
learn this Rashbam, and don’t worry - even if you don’t repeat his words frequently, or even ever again, know that nothing is
erased, and when you reach the upper world after 120 years, they will declare that you learned all the passages of the

Rashbam. Suddenly, the words of the Rashbam will also come out of their ‘concealment’ and will be revealed to you in all |
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Kial Yisroel complained about the Mann and was swiftly punished with an attack of poisonous snakes. The simple

"C, understanding is that the snakes came in response to the ¥7n > spoken about the y». However, in this regard, R’

Shamshon Raphael Hirsch z¢#”’l explains this with a deeper thought. Throughout our sojourn in the desert, we were

9] blessed with the protection of the Ta5n »My. These clouds sheltered us from snakes, scorpions, and the like. Hence, when

we showed a lack of 2101 n1on, Hashem simply removed that protection thereby reverting the midbar to its natural state by

e default; a place full of dangerous creatures. The Yidden were thus gently reminded of the vast chasadim that Hashem had

.| bestowed upon his children, including the precious gift of the .

A bit later in the parsha, we read about the 7N NP, the song of praise that Klal Yisroel sang after the well of water

g% 3| that had disappeared, was returned and they were able drink freely. The “song” begins with the words, NN X P WN"
" DPwn. The Targum Yonasan comments that after the well disappeared with the passing of Miriam, and was
"C, subsequently returned, that was when Bnei Yisroel first sang the song of appreciation.

R’ Chaim Kaufman z¢”I (England) remarks that such is human nature. One appreciates what he has, or in this case

| had, only after losing it, even for a short time. But in truth, we should constantly count our blessings even while enjoying

them, so Hashem doesn’t need to “remind” us of the good we had!
The month of Tammuz marks the beginning of the Tekufah of the Churban Bayis. Let us try to remember what we are

o | lacking so that He can return to dwell among us in His home, the wTpynn n»a, with all its glory 070102 19999 yax!
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¢ ’ Ywn: A story is told about a group of Jews who came to
| Israel in order to daven at the kever of Rabbi Shimon Bar

Yochai in Meron. It was before the days of paved roads

Y| and the ride was difficult, but eventually they got there. The

taxi driver parked at the foot of the mountain and

"C, apologized. “I won’t be able to climb the mountain, the

incline is too steep.” Pointing to the kever, he told them to

"l meet him back at the bottom of the mountain in two hours.

They took their Sifrei Tehillim and made their way up

"G the dirt path. Sure enough, they could feel the holy and pur
v%| spiritual presence that resided there. With fervent zefillos on

their lips they shed many tears, crying out Hashem for

»“ yeshuos, until it was finally time for their departure. As

they were hiking down, they all commented on how

and how it touched them so deeply.

But they were all in for a shock when the driver saw
them return: “Why didn’t you go up to the kever?” he
yelled. “The kever is further up the mountain!”

Their hearts melted. All those heartfelt tefillos were

poured out alongside a shack? They hadn’t come to Meron
to daven at some corncobs! They all looked at each other,
unsure if they should laugh or cry. The kind-hearted driver
told them that he would wait an additional 30 minutes for
them to daven at the actual grave. They left the car once
again, but this time their feet didn’t carry them as before.
They left with heavy hearts and dried up emotions.
%wn3: Rashi explains that Amalek dressed up like Cannanim
and came to fight. Since the Yidden didn’t know who they
were - as they spoke the language of Amalek - they davened
their most affective prayer to Hashem - an open plea
without any nepotist, from the depths of their hearts!

"C, well-connected they felt while davening by the holy kever,
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Our Chachamim zt”'1 (Berachos 63b) tell us that our pasuk is a remez for how to learn Torah, that one must “kill”

* himself in learning, to expend all his energies and kochos in studying and plumbing the depths of the heilige Torah.

their radiance, for they were hidden in the brain, but were covered over. This is how they will be revealed.” (Kol Berama)

13 NIM . PR nHEM
(N-N° 2 aw) 3N N HAFTORAH BY AN

As the Ammonites oppressed Klal Yisroel, Yiftach HaGiladi
was chosen to lead the nation into battle. The Navi tells us that
Yiftach was the son of a harlot and Rabbeinu Bechaya
notes that he was called as such because his mother married
outside of her Shevet. However, he adds that Shimshon
HaGibor’s mother was also not a member of the same Shevet
as her husband Manoach, and yet Shimshon was never
considered the son of a harlot. Why only Yiftach?

R’ Shmuel Laniado z¢”’I (Kli Yakar on Nach) explains
that the purpose of this designation was purely for those
women who would inherit their father’s portions. Chazal
explain that a daughter who was not an heiress was not a
concern, and in fact it was even customary to “intermarry”” so

as to strengthen the bond from one Shevet to another. While
Shimshon’s mother was from another Shevet, Chazal note
that she had brothers and was therefore not an heiress.

However, Yiftach’s mother was in a different category. She
had no brothers and was therefore the sole inheritor of her
father’s portion in Eretz Yisroel. By marrying outside of her
Shevet she set the course for her father’s n5m to eventually
become lost to his Shevet - thereby changing the landscape of
Eretz Yisroel entirely. Chazal go on to say that while she
didn’t in fact commit harlotry, she did go against a Rabbinic
prohibition for that time period and was therefore scorned.
How careful must we be to adhere to all halachic rulings -
whether biblical or rabbinical.

In fact, R> Meir Soloveitchik z¢”’l stated emphatically (I heard the same from the Mashgiach, R’ Nosson Weissman

? shlita, in the name of his father-in-law, the zaddik of Monsey, R’ Mordechai Schwab z#”’) that learning without ameilus,
without putting real effort and toil into the learning, heist nisht lernen! - it does not count as learning! Ameilus and

hasmadah are not mere extras, a middas chassidus - they are me’akev (a requirement) in the whole learning!
It is told that a bochur once came to the Rosh Yeshivah of Chevron, Hagaon Harav Moshe Chevroni zt”’l, for an
entrance exam to the yeshivah. Before he began the bechinah, the Rosh Yeshivah looked at him intently, and asked if he was

=Ys| a masmid. Placed on the spot, the bochur squirmed and gave a muddled answer. Not pressing him any further, R” Moshe

began the bechinah. After a quarter of an hour testing the boy, he told him that he would receive a letter in the mail

| ‘rt,"“ notifying him of the hanhalah’s decision to accept him or not. The bochur got up to leave and was already by the door

% | when the Rosh Yeshivah turned to him and asked, “Do you wear tefillin every day?” The bochur turned red from

embarrassment. What did the Rosh Yeshivah take him for? “Of course!” he answered, somewhat indignantly. R> Moshe

,“ "‘,\,{ responded sharply, “If so, then why when I asked you if you are a masmid, you were so unsure of yourself? Learning Torah
with hasmadah is just as much of an obligation, a chiyuv gamur, as putting on tefillin every day!”

Rabbosai, the summer months contain many days of vacation and relaxation. Let that not creep in on our obligation to

11earn - nay, to toil - in Hashem’s Torah, in whatever limud we are learning, and thus be zoche to the ultimate geulah bekarov!




