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Like a Job
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Rashi explains that Bilam loading his donkey was an
expression of ahavah and was counteracted by
Avraham Avinu’s ahavah act of loading his donkey in
order to fulfill Hashem’s command by Akeidas
Yitzchok. What is the connection between these two
instances, and what was meaningful about the fact
that Bilam loaded his donkey that required Avrohom
to do the same?

Rav Moshe Feinstein (Darash Moshe) answers based
on the pasuk DR P20 IR 7°WHONN 0°1M0NIY A031 OX
1. Rav Moshe explains, that when it comes to
avodas Hashem, we are obligated to work for
Hashem no less than others work for silver and
diamonds.

When Bilam arose early and loaded his saddle to
curse Klal Yisroel, he set a precedent about how a
person goes about his job. He gets up early and even
loads his own donkey in order to do it as soon as
possible. Once that is the way that people go about
their jobs, it would be a taanah on Klal Yisrael if they
would not do the same. Therefore, Hakadosh
Baruch Hu told him, Rasha, Avrohom Avinu also did
the same. Klal Yisroel also serves me with at least
the same level of dedication.

In today’s day an age, this has become an even
greater obligation. When it comes to making money,

NAW NTIVO? NN "AT

it’'s no longer a 9-5 job. With the advent of

technology, workers are expected to remain
connected to their jobs whether at the office, at
home, in the car, and even on vacation. There is no
time off, no hesech hada’as. That is how we need to
approach our avodas Hashem and limud hatorah as
well. We need to remain “connected” to Torah
constantly. There can be no such thing as a time off,

when we are “unavailable” to learn.

Absolute Hefkeirus
(3,712) 787973 PIPY XTI TR 2937 PRI TRRN
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Rashi teaches us that the way to serve the avodah
zarah of Baal Pe’or was by relieving oneself in front
of it.
guestions, what type of avodah was that? How could

Rav Chaim Shmuelevitz (Sichos Mussar)

embarrassing the Avodah Zarah be a form of
avodah?

Rav Chaim explains that Chazal are revealing to us
the ideology of Baal Pe’or. The religion of Pe’or
dictated absolute hefkeirus, to the point that one
could even shame his own idol! The entire religion
was based on the tenant that there are no shibudim
and no boundaries. The only law of Pe’or was that
everyone could do whatever they wanted, and
shaming their own religion was the greatest

expression of that freedom!

In the extreme liberal world we live in, the concept
of hefkeirus that Pe’or stood for has again become an
ideology. There are no red lines and no boundaries.
All tenets of morality have been discarded, and the
only rule is that everyone has the right to do
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whatever they want, no matter how base and
immoral it is.

No Excuse
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Rashi describes that Klal Yisroel were crying
because they forgot the halachah of 12 o°¥x15 D°X1p.
Moshe Rabbeinu was able to stand up against a
nation of 600,000 by the Cheit Ha’egel, but now,
when Zimri was sinning, Moshe was quiet. Why? >72
17 IR DR 707 0MID X2, so that Pinchos can have
the opportunity to rise to the occasion and fulfill the
halachah of 12 0°v31® 0°XIp, and earn the bracha of
017w N1 NX.

When Pinchos saw Zimri sinning, he knew that the
halacha is. But he could have easily thought to
himself, “Moshe Rabbeinu is there, and he isn’t
doing anything, so is Aharon Hakohein, the zekeinim

and the rest of Klal Yisroel. How could it be that they

aren’t doing anything and | should go and kill the
Nasi?”

Imaging if Pinchos would have made this cheshbon,
and in deference to Klal Yisroel and the Gedolei
Yisroel, he would have abstained and said to himself,
“Who am | to act when no one else is.” Not only
would he not have fulfilled the halacha and
squandered the opportunity Hashem granted him,
but it would also have been his fault that no one else
did anything easier. Moshe Rabbeinu was quiet not
because he wasn’t capable, but because Hashem
specifically prevented him from fulfilling the halacha
solely so that Pinchos should be able to do it.

We can learn from Rashi a tremendous 75w 0.
There are opportunities in life that Hashem’s throws
at us to enable us to serve him on a higher level. But
then, we say to ourselves, if no one else is doing
anything about it, why should I? The answer is
simple. It is quite possible that others could have
done it but Hashem specifically prevented them to
reserve it for you! With that understanding, we can
never excuse ourselves by looking at everyone else’s
inaction.
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The Cholera Epidemic

There had been no warning. In the morning, the child,
barely four, had been fine. Then-"Mama!" He had
stumbled in from the courtyard. "l don't feel good." Three
hours later, he was dead-with hardly enough time for the
doctor to come to his bedside. The verdict had been
swift: "Cholera."

When Rav Yisrael Salanter heard the news, he acted
swiftly. He organized and headed committees in charge of
public health. Some raised their eyebrows. Was it the role
of a Rosh Yeshivah to be involved in communal affairs?
Rav Yisrael declared, "It is the role of every Yid to help
save lives."

The disease ripped through Vilna almost without
warning. It would begin with vomiting and diarrhea. In
the course of a day, one could lose fifteen gallons of
liquid. Unless they drank huge amounts of liquid, they
died swiftly, usually of dehydration. The disease chiefly
struck malnourished children under the age of five. And
no one knew what caused it to spread.

Rav Yisrael organized a group of sixty to seventy young
yeshiva bachurim as a first aid squad.

"But Rav Yisrael," one of the parents pleaded with him,
"If these precious boys spend their time around the
victims, they too will die!"

Rav Yisrael answered, "I promise you that with Hashem'’s
help, | will bring all of these boys back safely."

Rav Yisrael addressed these students: "You are
responsible for caring for the victims of cholera. And
when Shabbos and Yom Tov come, you should continue
to do all you can to help them, for it is a matter of saving

lives, and the laws of Shabbos are overridden."

One of the students raised his voice. "What if there is a

gentile available?"

"The halacha is that you do not ask a gentile to do the
work. You must continue to do it yourself. And now | will
tell you the doctors' instructions, which you must follow
to the letter."

Rav Yisrael and his students ran desperately to the
infected homes. It was not clean work. They had to mop
and carry away the body fluids, clean the patients, and,
most important, give them to drink. If a sick person could
be reached soon enough, if he could be given gallons of
water, then he might, after a week or two, recover.

Tirelessly, Rav Yisrael went from one committee meeting
to another and supervised his first aid squad. It was
particularly on Friday night and Shabbos day that Rav
Yisrael would drop in unexpectedly on some house where
his first aid squad was taking care of the sick.

"Rav Yisrael," one of the students protested, "you didn't
have to come here on Shabbos!"

“It is precisely on Shabbos that | will come," Rav Yisrael
said. "l want to see to it that you act to help the sick on
Shabbos exactly as you do during the week. It is you who
do the work," Rav Yisrael added. "But the responsibility is
ultimately on my shoulders."

The first aid squad ran from street to street. There was no
glamour in their work, no glory in their chores. Yet it was
the most exalted task they could be doing, for they were
saving lives. And what could the people do to protect
themselves from germs that had been carried across
Europe from Egypt? It infected the water and raw food-
but no one yet recognized that. No one yet knew of
bacteria. Such knowledge would come only decades later.
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5



e -
“ %" <
\\-—-s o

It was a half hour before sunset on Friday when a
messenger ran to the first aid squad: a sick child, in an
apartment they recognized as belonging to a well-off
family. The first aid members ran to the house and rapidly
took charge, “Bring water!" And at the entrance of the
room appeared Rav Yosef Chalfan, an elderly man known
for his piety and leadership.

"My grandchild!"

A woman--his daughter--led him out of the room. They
heard his voice from the other room. “Tell the students
not to do any work on Shabbos. Our servant, Anton, can
heat the stove."

The students paused. Rav Yosef Chalfan! He was known
for his piety, for his doubts about their working on
Shabbos- and the sun was barely shining through the
window. In a quarter hour, it would sink beneath the rim
of the earth, and Shabbos would have begun. Then Rav
Yaakov Deminitzer, who had been directing the squad,
announced, “We will not make any change from what Rav
Yisrael has commanded us. | will by no means allow a
gentile to work for us. But what shall we do about Rav
Chalfan? You"-he pointed to one of the students-"take
Rabbi Chalfan to the beis midrash."

The students cut wood for the fire, heated water and
prepared the samovar. By six o'clock, the child was out of
danger. The students left instructions with his parents and
returned through the dark streets to their headquarters
to await the next call.

A few days later, Rav Chalfan entered the Beis Midrash. He
walked past the few students learning to Rav Yisrael.

"I have come to thank you for sending your students to
save my grandson's life."

Rav Yisrael answered curtly, “Why must you thank me? It

was Hashem's will, so the child was saved."

Now Rav Chalfan let his real feelings slip out: “I beg your
pardon. Who am | to speak before you? But these young
men on your first aid squad-they are the best of our city.
They are transgressing Shabbos more than is necessary."

Hearing this, and seeing his helpers listening on, Rav
Yisrael trembled inwardly. Influenced by such words, his
workers might grow lax and endanger thousands of Jewish
lives.

Although Rav Yisrael had never before spoken rudely to
anyone, he answered Rav Chalfan brutally. No one had
ever seen him angry before. But now with blazing eyes, he
replied, saying: “Du prostak (fool)
staggered Rav Chalfan. It was not only the epithet,

17

This was a blow that

prostak. It was the word "du"-the familiar "you" that one
only used in addressing a close friend or family member.
And Rav Yisrael was known never to say “du.”

"Are you telling me what is allowed and what is forbidden?
| took sixty to seventy young men to attend to the sick
around the clock. And | promised their parents that | will
return them healthy, with Hashem's help. And as you see,
they are all well. Not one of them nor anyone who has
been helping them has gotten ill. Can you do that?"

Rav Chalfan was stunned. He took off his shoes like a man
in cheirem. Before the shocked eyes of the students, he
sat on the beis midrash floor and begged Rav Yisrael for
forgiveness.

Rav Yisrael recalled this scene for the rest of his life. "l only
console myself," he would say, “that | grew angry out of
my care for the lives of Jews."

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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Rav Shmuel on the Bus

Many years ago, when | was a young yeshiva bochur | was
waiting at a bus stop in Eretz Yisroel, when an elderly
distinguished couple approached me and asked for
directions to a particular bus stop. | replied that | was
headed to the same neighborhood, and this was indeed
the bus stop they were looking for.

The distinguished looking husband said “Oh wonderful!
Perhaps you can ride next to us and give us a tour along
the way,” which | gladly agreed to.

After they left the bus, | realized that it was Rav Shmuel
Kamenetzky and his Rebbetzin! They made no fuss over
who they were and acted as if they were simple people
visiting a relative.

(As told by Rabbi Moshe Katz)

Paying the Parking Meter

Rav Moshe Ahron Stern was fundraising in Memphis,
Tennessee. He had a driver whom he instructed to drive
downtown to a lawyer's office. Rav Stern told the driver
to stay in the car, as the visit would take only 10 minutes.
There was a parking meter where the driver was parked,
and it required 25 cents per hour. The driver thought that
he could avoid paying, since he would only be there a
short time, and he would be on the lookout for any toll
collectors or enforcement police. If they come, he would
put money in, but if nobody comes along, he was not
planning to pay anything.

Ten minutes later, Rav Stern came back, noticed the
meter, took out 25 cents and put it into the meter, without

saying anything to the driver! The driver was so impressed

with Rav Stern's honesty - that he put in the 25 cents even
when nobody was looking!

A Tough Student

It was my first day as a Rebbi. | was told that as a new
Rebbi, the boys would probably test me out, so | must be
firm and assertive. It was a cloudy day with no sun rays
shining into the classroom. A few minutes into the lesson,
| saw a talmid in the back, playing with the window blinds,
so | motioned to him with my hand to leave it alone.
Instead of doing so, the boy continued playing with the
strings, pulling them back and forth. Again, | pauseed and
motioned more firmly and clearly for him to settle down
and leave the blinds.

The boy then stood up and gave the blind strings one last
pull, and the whole thing came crashing down, causing a
big noise and disruption. | decided | better take immediate
action, and with a stern face told the boy to stand up and
sit at another seat closer to me. | thought to myself, "This
kid is going to be a tough one."

He stood up to move, and as he did so, he burst into tears.
| looked at him for an explanation and he said, "Rebbi, |
thought you were telling me to pull the blinds down.” |
could see he had completely misunderstood my hand
motion, and was quite shocked that the Rebbi was upset
with him. | apologized profusely and told the class that |

had just been taught an important lesson on NIa1 9237 |T.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com.

Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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Renowned as Rav Shimon “Chasidah” for his pious
and righteous ways of chassidus, Rav Shimon Sofer
was a son of the Ksav Sofer, grandson of the Chasam
Sofer, and great-grandson of Rav Akiva Eiger. With his
elevated manner of service of Hashem and his
remarkable Torah scholarship, Rav Shimon was a true
link in his royal ancestry.

He served as the Rav of Erlau for over 60 years, until
he was murdered al Kiddush Hashem at the hands of
the Nazis y”s at the age of 94. His sefer Hisorrerus
Teshuvah is widely quoted in halachic sefarim. Rav
Shimon was especially renowned for his piety, as his
worship of Hashem and zehirus in mitzvos were
extraordinary.

Rav Shimon was born in 1850 in Pressburg, the eighth
child of his great father, the Ksav Sofer, who served
as both Rav and Rosh Yeshiva of Pressburg. As a child,
Rav Shimon stood out amongst his brothers and
peers for his tendencies to tzidkus and piety. His
father used to say about him, “My son Shimon is
pious,” and “my son Shimon is an Olah Temimah.”
One time the Ksav Sofer even said, “I learn from him
to fear Hashem.”

As a child, he was careful to daven with great
concentration, enunciating every word carefully and
with great fear of his Creator. When he prepared to

Rav Shimon Sofer ZT”L (1850-1944)

Part 1
Yahrtzeit |I'0 T"2

eat, one could see how he was careful to keep all the
halachos of netilas yadayim, reciting the blessings on
the food, and eating the foods properly as explained
in Masechta Derech Eretz.

Already at a very young age, Rav Shimon had a
burning desire to learn Torah. He would study day
and night, learning throughout the entire night every
Thursday night. By the age of Bar Mitzvah, he had
already finished Masechta Beitzah sixty times! And
by the time he was in his teens, he knew the entire
Shulchan Aruch Orach Chaim by heart, and with great
clarity.

As a boy, Rav Shimon would try not to fall asleep until
his father went to bed, so as to be able to help him
take off his shoes and thus fulfill the mitzvah of
honoring one’s father by serving him through
physical action. On Fridays, Rav Shimon would take
some of his pocket money which he had put aside
and buy fruits and sweets in the market to give to his
parents to enjoy on Shabbos, in order to honor them
with his money.

The rest of his money went to support the poor. The
Ksav Sofer once said that his child, Shimi’leh, never
has enough money on Fridays for the bathhouse fee
as he would give all of the money his parents gave
him to the poor. With his mother’s permission, Rav

CHAYEINaweeh lyS'ImI)Im.v Inspiration
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Our Gedolim

Shimon would take food from the kitchen to give out
to poor students in his father’s yeshiva. He would
also give all of his own money to these students.

His father, the Ksav Sofer, was Rav Shimon’s primary
Rebbi, and therefore he was very careful to call him
“Rebbe” and not “Father” At eleven years old, his
father instructed him to enter the great Yeshiva of
Pressburg. Despite the fact that he was the youngest
student in the yeshiva, he was respected by the older
students due to his great diligence and toil in
learning.

In order to fully acclimate to the yeshiva life, Rav
Shimon left his home temporarily and moved into
one of the apartments where the yeshiva students
from out of the area lived. One of his roommates and
long-time Chaim
Sonnenfeld, later the great Rav of Yerushalayim, with

chavrusos was Rav Yosef
whom he remained very close throughout his life. At
that time, he and Rav Yosef Chaim were considered
of the five best students in Pressburg, which had
hundreds of students!

Rav Shimon always attempted to form close
relationships and observe firsthand the Torah giants
of the generation. At nine years old, he went to
Sederhali to see the great Rav Yehuda Assad. He
traveled together with a group of yeshiva students
who went there to celebrate a friend’s engagement.
Rav Yehuda Assad gave young Shimon the title
“Chaver,” which was given in Hungary to older,
accomplished yeshiva students.

When Rav Yehuda arrived at the engagement party
to which the others had traveled, he pointed out the
“Shima’leh” and stated to those
present, “See the movements of this child, the son of
the Rav of Pressburg. Every movement of his is done
al pi Torah”

nine-year-old

When Rav Shimon was 12 years old, the Divrei Chaim
of Sanz came to a town near Pressburg for health
reasons. With his father’s encouragement, Rav
Shimon went to see the Rebbe.

When he entered the Rebbe’s room, the Rebbe saw
on Shimon’s face that he was exhausted. The Rebbe
of Sanz inquired as to the cause of his exhaustion. Rav
Shimon told him that he had gotten off the train in
the previous city and walked all the way to this
location in order to gain s’char halichah in going to
see the Rebbe. The Sanzer Rebbe then ordered
Shimon to lie down in his own bed to rest.

In subsequent years, also as a youth, he traveled to
Sanz a few times. The Sanzer Rebbe accorded him
great honor. Once, during a Rosh Chodesh seudah,
when Rav Shimon was 14 years old, the Rebbe
honored him, above all the other tens of Rabbonim
and Admorim present, with leading the bentching.

Reprinted with permission from
“The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

PY1 nwIa

1. List four instances in the 7N that /n makes as if he doesn’t know something.

2. List three things that byYa does that is reminiscent of on7ax. *
a. What n572 does by>a give to b Y55 that was previously given to
DNMYAN and apy?

3. Which o991 vwHw are mentioned in this week’s nw19?
4. What in this week’s nv19is 427

5. What event in this week’s N9 is startlingly similar to an event that
happened during the days of N2*py »29?

6. List four people in the N7 n whose eyes were opened.
7. List seven man mentioned in the nn.”

8. I am the last,
| am the highest,
| am the difference between a tent and a stomach,
We are all found in this week’s nwn9.?
Who am I?

9. I am never mentioned by name in the nn,
| was involved in the NPy Nwyn,
| am mentioned many times in 7,
| am the cause of all problems,
My name is found in this week’s nw9.*
Who am I?

Need a Hint?

! All three are part of the same event.

? Three are in mnw 790 and four in 72702 199.
*Innapn

* | am mentioned in Anwn N7

10




Answers

1. 1) 'n asks after the xvN of the NYTN NY - (,2) 711 T2 T30 M1 N NN,
2) 'n asks after pp kills Yan — (v,7) 7PN Han N7
3) 'n says before destroying D110 — (X5,n?) #NXINY N) NTINY
4) 'n asks in this week’s Nw19 — (V,20) 7THY NINRN DIVINRD M7

2. 1) Regarding both it says 9122 (Dow") 0P 2) Both saddled their own donkey.
3) Both took two o>y as escorts.
a) (V,72) MIN TN T2 TO73N. An almost identical n592 was given by 'n to onNYaxin 9 15
and pnY> gave to apy> by pny» no7a.

3. The o9y vov that oyva hit his donkey.
4. o) oyya brought 42 nnaap.

5. Both in this week’s nw19 and X2>py »27 322 there was a N9 in which 24,000 people died. (It is
brought bwa the SN that the X2>py »27 1o N were ©9N0) of the 24,000 people in this week’s
nv9)

6. 1) Regarding nyba it says (NX9,25) #Dy52 MY NN N 1Y
2) Regarding 730 it says (V7,X2) 77PYY NN DIPON NP
3-4) Regarding oTX and mn it says (3,3) 7DNMNY Y MINPONY

7. 1)m7371 2)moanon 3) By the yn xon  4) While eating vow  5) By the o9 mnn non 6) By
the complainers after n1p’s death  7) By 7wa Syay anm nna

8. lam the last, - letter
| am the highest, - PV
| am the difference between a tent and a stomach, - Nap and NNap
We are all found in this week’s nwA9. -n,no
Who am I? -anrny

9. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:
| am used in three instances in the N7,

Once by an absence of life, -l am sprayed by a nn nxNL
Once after the words of a 3, -1 am sprayed by a ymsn
Once | am used in a large quantity, - A1vis required to 920 in me
Although in all other instances | go to another, -l am sprayed

in the last instance the other comes to me. -Heis 920 in me

| am mentioned in this week’s nwMa.
Who am I? - D»N DM

NOON 12 1739, NP1 12 DM ,NIND HNT 12 PRD NYY NTHIAN — NNOHY NIRIIYD
977090 TOON 12 TYT PN, N7Y APY TIT N N9 1592 ,973 DNNAN 12 DINY YD
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MMNY MM YOO
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W kl Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings
ee y RIDDLES

Shabbos Inspiration

How old was Bilam?

e Since evil people, “Don't live out even half of their days,” and, “The days of our lives are 70 years,”
Rebbe Chanina figured that Bilam died before “mid-life,” at the age of around 33-34. A heretic found a
historical work called “Pink’sei D’Bilam,” which confirmed that Bilam died at age 333
According to Rebbe Simai, Bilam advised Paroh to throw the boys of Bnei Yisrael into the water®. Bilam
was presumably at least 20 years old at that point, and thus worthy of advising. After that event, Moshe
was born, lived 80 years, left Mitzrayim, and spent 40 years in the midbar, which would make Bilam at
least 140 years old.’

What is the first statement of Bilam which is recorded in Chumash?
e According to Rebbe Simai, Bilam advised Paroh, “in>"2wn naxn 1i'n jan 727, “Any boy who is born
should be thrown into the river,” wherein he suggested that the Jewish babies be thrown into the river.
¢ In Parshas Chukas, the “Moshlim,” who make meshalim, poetically describe Sichon’s conquest of
Moav. One of these “Moshlim” was Bilam.’

”

Which nation was bigger — Bnei Yisrael, or Moav?

The nation of K’'naan, which descended from a grandson of Noach, had been around for a long time, and had a
large population. The nation of Moav, which descended from Lot, was a much “younger,” and smaller, nation.
Although Bnei Yisrael were an equally “young” nation, Moav noticed their miraculous population growth in
Mitzrayim, and were intimidated of this larger nation.®

Name 4 times in Chumash where someone very important prepared his own animal for riding (instead
of asking a servant to prepare it). Hint: 2 donkeys, and 2 chariots.

e Avraham prepared his donkey when heading to Akeidas Yitzchak.’

e Yosef prepared his chariot, to greet Yaakov.*

e Paroh prepared his chariot, to chase Bnei Yisrael into the Yam Suf.**
[ ]

Bilam prepared his donkey, to go curse Bnei Yisrael."?

Arrogant Bilam told Balak’s first set of messengers, “l can only go curse Bnei Yisrael if I'm escorted by
officers who are more important than you.” How did Bilam’s desire for honor actually wind up causing
him embarrassment?

Bilam claimed he could destroy Bnei Yisrael with his mouth, but then exclaimed that he needed a sword to Kill
a simple donkey. Due to Bilam’s demand for the most distinguished companions, this embarrassing moment
was witneslséed by these highly respected officers, who would later repeat it, intensifying the damage to his
reputation.
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Bilam encountered a malach, who criticized him.'* Regarding what was he criticized?
Hitting his donkey.

Name a part of davening which some people say excitedly, right when they get to shul, and others
think shouldn't be in davening at all.

Bilam tried to curse us that we shouldn’t have batei k’neisios and batei midrashos, and Hashem forced him to
give us a beracha, “apy' 170X 120 nn,” “How nice are your tents, Yaakov.”® The Rema records the minhag to

say this pasuk when entering shul*®, but the Maharshal disagrees and holds that we shouldn't be quoting

What is the first halacha from Shulchan Aruch which a person encounters in the morning?

Bilam praised our habit of jumping up in the morning to do mitzvos, and of saying krias shema al hamitah
before giving our neshamos to Hashem for the night.'® In the first words in Shulchan Aruch, we are told to
exhibit this trait daily: “Get up in the morning like a lion, to serve Hashem.”**

Many people recite pesukim connected to Bilam in the very beginning of the day, and at the very end of
the day. When?
¢ When entering shul, we say, “Iav nn,”” which is part of Bilam’s beracha to Bnei Yisrael.
¢ When leaving the beis medrash, we recite a tefillah wherein we thank Hashem for allowing us to learn
Torah.? When doing so, we contrast our worthwhile pursuits with those of people who waste their time
on frivolities, and we conclude by noting, “I run towards a life in Olam Haba, whereas they run towards
destruction.” To highlight this contrast, many add a pasuk from Tehillim, “ onm' ixn' X7 nnni oMT 'WIx

12 nvax x1,”# which describes evildoers, and refers to those who emulate Bilam.?
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Balak brought korbanos in order to help Bilam curse Bnei Yisrael.* Ironically, as a result, Balak wound
up having a descendant who will SAVE Bnei Yisrael, and Bilam actually TOLD Balak about it! Who is
this descendant?

In the zechus of the 42 korbanos brought by Balak, he merited to have Rus as a descendant, from whom
Dovid HaMelech, and Mashiach, descend. This demonstrates that one should always do mitzvos even “shelo
lishma,” with ulterior motives. ?° Bilam even tells Balak, “yvn 7w Taxni 2y T1,” “A descendant of Yaakov
will rule, and he will destroy the remnant of the city,”*® which describes Mashiach’s eventual defeat of our
enemies.

What 3 character traits does one need in order to earn a degree as a student of Bilam?
Ayin raah — greed (Bilam’s desire for wealth led him to accept Balak’s request, and ignore Hashem’s
instructions)
Ruach gavoah — arrogance
Nefesh r¢238chavah — desire (as evidenced by his inclination to advise Balak to make Bnei Yisrael do
aveiros).
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JUST CURIOUS

Hashem spoke to Bilam so that the nations couldn't say, “If we had neviim, we would have
improved.””® Couldn't they still say, “We didn't mean a rasha like Bilam!”?

They claimed, “If we had access to high levels of spirituality like Bnei Yisrael, we would have improved.”
Througg Bilam Hashem showed, “One improves with HARD WORK; without hard work, even a navi could be a
rasha!”

After Bilam hit his donkey, the donkey gave him a whole schmooze about how he’s been such a good
donkey and doesn’t deserve to be hit, etc. Why didn’t the donkey just say, “Hello! Bilam! There’s a
malach with a sword blocking me!"?

Malachim can’t be seen by the human eye, and certainly not by that of a donkey. Rather, they are perceived
through nevuah or by a similar, lower level experience. The donkey strayed because it felt scared, as if
someone was coming to slaughter it. When Hashem allowed it to speak, it defended its record of loyalty, but
did not understand what compelled it to stop, and thus couldn’t express it.**

After Bilam’s donkey strayed, and Bilam got angry, Hashem could have shown Bilam the malach, and
told Bilam not to go. Why was the neis of the talking donkey necessary?

To show Bilam, “I control who can talk: | can give speech to a donkey, and | can prevent you from saying what
you want.”%?

Why did Hashem eventually allow Bilam to go to Balak, if at first He disallowed it?
Hashem told him, “If you’re going in order to make money, fine** — | don’t want you to say that | caused
you financial loss®.”
Hashem wanted him to travel with more distinguished messengers.*
Hashem said, “Even though | don’t want you to do this, | will not stand in the way of your
stubbornness.”*®
Hashem wanted Bnei Yisrael to receive the beracha of a navi, so He said, “If the messengers will be
satisfied with your acquiescence to go with them DESPITE the fact that | will not let you curse Bnei
Yisrael, then go.” Bilam was supposed to tell them this, but omitted it due to his great desire to follow
them. This caused a chillul Hashem, because it appeared that Hashem changed His mind, and would
then change it again when Bilam was forced to give them a beracha.*’
Hashem said, “If they just want your advice, go, and tell them not to do aveiros.
If Hashem let Bilam go, people would think Bilam was in charge; if Hashem didn’t let him go, people
would think that Hashem was “scared” of Bilam’s curses. Hashem proved both of these wrong: first He
said, “Don’t go,” demonstrating that Hashem is in charge, and then He said, “It’s fine, go — you anyway
can’t curse anyone if | prevent it.”*
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A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

Yossi Ross

7NAN' YN NIVl

In his interactions with ba’alei batim, Rav
Shmuel Berenbaum zt”l, the Mirrer Rosh
Yeshiva in America, spoke the truth, often
addressing them in ways others might be
afraid to. While some feared his approach
risked putting people off, in the end, the
opposite was almost always true. Not only
were people not insulted, they actually came
to appreciate and admire his honest
approach. Here is an amazing story which
showcases this point. Some of the details in
the story have been changed or dramatized

to bring out the lesson.

Reb Shmuel Birnbaum’s Yeshiva was in dire
Reb
Zecharia* arranged a parlor meeting at a

financial straits. The administrator,
certain prestigious layman’s house in an out-
of-town city which was not yet on the Torah
map. Although the Rosh Yeshiva was the
greatest masmid and would never miss seder
in Yeshiva, he agreed to come since the funds

were SO necessary.

When they arrived the host, Mr. Murry*
greeted them warmly and ushered them into
his opulent home. The tables were laden with
food and the guests were all there, but the
Rosh Yeshiva wouldn’t walk into the room.

“Can the Rosh Yeshiva please step into the
room?” asked Reb Zecharia.

“How could | come into such a room? The
paintings on the wall are not on a proper level
of tzniyus.”
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Reb Zecharia cringed, “Maybe the Rosh
Yeshiva could just come in and we’ll give a
speech and leave?” But the Rosh Yeshiva
wouldn’t budge.

Mr. Murry was wondering about the delay,
“All my guests are waiting, what seems to be
the problem? Come on in.”

“Mr. Murry, please don’t be insulted.” Reb
Zecharia began, looking very red in the face,
“the Rosh Yeshiva is a person who stands for
emes, and these paintings are not up to the
level of modesty that we’re used to.”

Mr. Murry was not very happy, but he
reluctantly moved the event into the next
room. His deluxe entertainment center was
the focal point in that room. “Rosh Yeshiva,
maybe we could just speak and leave?” Reb
Zecharia begged.

“I can’t go into that room. There’s a huge
television there. It would be a Chillul Hashem
to come in there and speak about Torah. I'm
not walking into such a room.”

Reb Zecharia was desperately hoping that the
ground would just swallow him up. What
could he do? The Rosh Yeshiva wouldn’t go
in. He had to explain to Mr. Murry the Rosh
Yeshiva’s objection.

“Could we maybe move into another room?”
he requested politely, “You see, this way we
get a tour of all the wonderful rooms in your
house.”



Mr. Murry angrily relocated his guests to the
next room. It didn’t seem like they would be
making any money at this point. Reb Zecharia
was just hoping that they would leave in one
piece.

“Rosh Yeshivah, could we please go in to this
room?”

“That’s a much smaller room. The separation
is not good enough between the men and the
woman. Can you ask him to please put up a
mechitza?”

When Reb Zecharia
Yeshiva’s instructions, Mr. Murry became

relayed the Rosh

furious. He was barely able to contain his
anger at the audacity of his guest Rabbi. His
wife, however was the one to put it into
words, “First you threw my paintings off the
wall, then you threw everyone out of the
room with the entertainment center, now
you want to put up a wall in front of me and
throw me out! Why don’t you just pack your
bags and go on home!”

Their guests left, and the man escorted the
Rosh Yeshiva and Reb Zecharia to their
quarters upstairs, his face flushed with anger,
“I'll show you people to your room and I'm
going to drive you back to the airport
tomorrow morning. Forget about any money
for your yeshiva.” And with that he stalked

out.

It was late already; it had been a long evening
for Reb Zecharia, but the Rosh Yeshiva was
unfazed. Eventually Reb Zecharia went to
sleep. At three o’clock in the morning the
Rosh Yeshiva got up to learn. Hearing some
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noise, Mr. Murry came over to see what was
going on. He saw the holy image of Rav
Shmuel swaying over his gemara. He was
very moved. “Couldn’t sleep tonight, Rabbi?”

“I could sleep very well but | woke up to learn,
would you like to join me Mr. Murry?”

Unsure how to react, the fellow nodded,
“Well, I'm wearing pajamas. You know, I'll
just put on a robe over here.” And with that
he spent the remainder of the night learning
with Reb Shmuel.

On the way to the airport the host handed
Reb Zecharia a check. Reb Zecharia was sure
it was for a very small sum. When he looked
at it his eyes popped. It was made out for
thirty thousand dollars! That was probably
even more money than they would’ve made
at the parlor meeting. Mr. Murry explained
that he was so impressed with how Reb
Shmuel stood up for what he believed in, that
he felt compelled to help generously.

The yeshiva must have been desperate for
funds to have torn Rav Shmuel away from his
talmidim. Still, he would not back away from
the emes because of the reaction of a basar
v’dam, no matter how prominent or wealthy.
A person who truly believes that everything is
from Hashem isn’t worried about doing the
right thing.



CH AYEIN Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder
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nitiative —

Although it is generally permissible to move working electric appliances for their
use or their place, many Poskim are of the opinion that a lamp should not be moved.
The reason for this is that according to these Poskim, a light is similar to a candle
and therefore may not be moved. Regarding the use of a “Shabbos Lamp”, according
to this opinion care must be taken that only the piece covering the light be moved
but not the lamp itself.

Is it permissible to move a lamp?

Is it permissible to handle children’s games or toys that are prohibited on
Shabbos?

Games and toys that are prohibited to be played with are Muktze (Kli Shemilachto
I'Issur) and may therefore not be handled for any reason other than for their use or
their place (litzorech gufo umekomo). These include: Boggle, Scrabble (that one
usually plays with writing), Play-Doh, whistles, graggers, horns, “Purim Shtick” that
are like firecrackers, as well as imitation ink that temporarily dyes clothing.

Dolls and toys that have a noise-making button but are regularly played with
independently without necessarily using the button to produce noise are not
considered Muktze, and may be played with on Shabbos without using the noise
button.

Is it permissible to transfer food remaining from the seuda into an empty
pot?

Empty pots are considered Muktze, since their primary use is for cooking or baking.
They may be handled for their use or for the use of their place. However, if a
container which can be used instead is available it must be used instead of the
empty pot. Alternatively, if the food can be put away while leaving it in the pot that
itis in, the leftover food should remain in the pot and not be transferred to a
different pot.
This is because an item whose primary use is prohibited on Shabbos is only
permitted to be moved for the sake of using it (litzorech gufo) when an alternative
non-Muktze item is not available for use instead.
The following leniencies apply to the prohibition of handling a pot:
e A pot containing food is not Muktze and may be handled.
e A potthat has been used and is unclean may be moved if it is considered
repulsive.
e An aluminum pan is not Muktze if one generally uses it as a container for
storage and not only when baking.

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The guestions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

Can | put some meat with gravy on top of the cholent pot to warm it up just for a few minutes?

QUESTION 2

What about just plain meat? Is that alright even if the meat is slightly rare (a little pink in the middle)?

QUESTION 3

Is there any reason not to put a non on the cholent pot to warm it up?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| bought freeze-pops for my kids, but didn't separate them from each other. May | do that on naw?

Answer: There is a discussion amongst the opma whether one may open a package on it's perforation.
Some hold that it is the mpx of InNn, Making an exact cut. Others are lenient since the exactness is not
needed, rather the perforation is only there to make it easy to pull apart. However, in the case of freeze
pops there is more reason to be stringent, since if they are not pulled apart on the perforation they tend
to rip open, ruining the freeze-pop. Therefore, they should be separated before naw.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

What about opening them? Can | use a knife or scissors?

Answer: One may open something that is not a full-fledged "1 as long as he is not fashioning a nice and
neat opening. Cutting off the top of a freeze-pop does not seem to be an especially nice opening. Since
there is reason to say that a disposable item such as freeze-pops is not a full-fledged 92 (based on the 1N
ofpnpn and M>mn- see N ,/R-1"W'), one can open them with a knife. If no knife is available or a person doesn’t
want his child to use a knife, a MR 1NINODNW Y2 such as scissors may be used.

QUESTION 3

Can | break open a “crack-in-half" ices?

Answer: -“Crack-in-half" ices form a small even hole that allows someone to suck from it. This may possibly
be a nNanNNa-nice and neat opening, which the My mbw doesn'’t allow. If someone is opening one on Naw they
should try to open it in a way that the hole doesn’'t come out too neat.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Success Breeds Success

Yitzy was a fourteen-year-old boy who learned in
a local yeshiva. That is, he officially learned in the
local yeshiva. In truth, however, he spent more
time on the basketball court than he did in the
classroom. Even when he was physically present
in class, he never listened to what his rebbi was
saying. His mind was perpetually on the court
outside, shooting baskets.

It had been quite a few years since Yitzy had last
paid attention in class. By now, he was so far
behind, that even if he set his mind to it, there was
no way he could understand what his rebbi was
saying. He saw himself as a failure, as a boy who
lacked the ability to succeed, and his self-image
was so low that he didn’t feel worthy of any
scholastic achievement.
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He didn’t even have the slightest will to try.

Even outside of yeshiva, it was readily apparent
from Yitzy’s manner of dress, speech, and
behavior that he was not making it in the system.
You didn’t have to be a rocket scientist to realize
that this was a boy heading in the wrong direction.

Many people noticed. But one person actually did
something about it.

His name was Mr. Bernstein, and he was a kindly
old man who davened in the neighborhood shul.
Mr. Bernstein was a fixture in the corner of the
beis midrash, with his old-style fedora, three-
piece suit, and friendly smile. Mr. Bernstein was
not a very learned man; he could barely learn
chumash with Rashi and had never studied
Mishnayos or Gemara.

However, he was versed in another kind of
knowledge: the knowledge of the heart.

Where everyone else saw defiance in Yitzy’s
eyes, Mr. Bernstein saw sadness. Where everyone
else saw apathy, Mr. Bernstein saw longing. He
remembered the sweet little boy that Yitzy had
once been, and he was determined to help him.

One Friday night, after davening, he turned to the
sullen teenager. “Why don’t you become a baal
korei?” he suggested, genuine warmth in his
voice.

Yitzy was taken aback by this out-of-the-blue
suggestion from the old man who was part of the
shul scenery. “A baal korei? Me? I’m not a baal
korei.”

“Why not?” Mr. Bernstein wanted to know.
“Didn’t you lein by your bar mitzvah?”

“No,” Yitzy said, and something behind his eyes
closed. Locked.



“Did you say a drashah at your bar mitzvah?”” Mr.
Bernstein asked, gently.

A small glimmer returned to Yitzy’s eyes. “Yes, |
said a drashah by my bar mitzvah,” he said. He
was quiet for a moment before adding, “My father
hired a rebbi to teach me my pshetl, which | said
over at my bar mitzvah.”

“It sounds like you did a great job,” Mr. Bernstein
commented. “So why don’t you become a baal
korei?”

“I can’t,” Yitzy said firmly. He said it with such
finality that it would have caused anyone else to
walk away.

But not Mr. Bernstein.
“I still think you should do it,” the old man said.

Yitzy shrugged and walked away, but Mr.
Bernstein was not ready to give up. He stood up
from his seat, ignoring his creaking knees, and
went over to Yitzy’s father. “I need to talk to you
about something important.”

Yitzy’s father excused himself to the man he was
in middle of speaking to and turned to the elderly
man. “What’s the matter, Mr. Bernstein?”

“It’s about Yitzy,” the old man began.
“Yitzy,” his father echoed.

Mr. Bernstein gave a nod of his wizened head.
“Yes, Yitzy. He’s a wonderful boy, and I think he
would make an excellent baal korei. Why don’t
you hire someone to teach him the trop?”

The father gave a long, drawn out sigh. “Mr.
Bernstein, | appreciate your caring. | really do.
The problem here is that Yitzy doesn’t have the
drive to succeed. And without motivation, he’s
simply lacking the ability to learn anything. It’s
not going to work.”
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“I must respectfully disagree,” the elderly man
said. “Yitzy is extremely capable; he just needs
someone to teach him. If he were to have a rebbi
teach him the trop, he could become a renowned
baal korei.”

“You really think so?” Yitzy’s father asked
skeptically. “I mean, I do appreciate your life
experience, and your outlook is very valuable.
But it just seems so farfetched that a boy like
Yitzy can actually become a baal korei.”

“You don’t have much to lose,” Mr. Bernstein
pointed out. “It’s worth the few dollars for a shot
at saving your son. Try it, and see what happens.”

“If he’s in, then I’'m in,” said the long-suffering
father. ““You get him to agree, and I’11 hire the best
baal korei in the city to teach him to lein.”

“Deal,” said Mr. Bernstein, and the two shook
hands.

Mr. Bernstein cornered Yitzy in shul on Shabbos
morning. “Your father agreed to hire a baal korei
to teach you how to lein,” he informed the
teenager. “You are going to be a great baal korei.
When you become famous, don’t forget the man
who started you out!”

Yitzy’s eyes darted about. He looked like he
wanted to escape. “What do you mean?” he
mumbled. “I’m not being famous anytime soon.”

“Never say never,” the old man said cheerfully.
“You have what it takes, Yitzy. Patience.
Determination. Grit. | know you since you were
this high — he gestured with his hand somewhere
near his knee, “—and | am confident that this is
something you will be great at.”

“Don’t hold your breath,” Yitzy murmured.
“Fine, I’1l do it. But just a lesson or two.”



To his great surprise, Yitzy soon discovered that
he actually enjoyed learning the trop. He knew
aleph-bais and nekudos from the days when he
was still young and innocent, but he’d never
progressed past chumash and Rashi. Because he
was missing the foundational knowledge, such as
the language of the Mishnah, he was unable to
move on with his class. Thus, when they began to
learn Gemara, he was lost. Add complicated
Tosafos, Rishonim, and Acharonim to the mix,
and there you had it: a recipe for failure.

But leining was different. It did not require the
same foundations needed for the study of Gemara.
He did not have to know how to dissect a sugya
in order to read a pasuk in the Torah the correct
way. Mastery of krias haTorah was a skill not
built on any prior knowledge other than basic
aleph-bais. And for the first time in years, Yitzy
actually thrived.

Success breeds success, and success breeds
happiness. Yitzy began to look forward to his
lessons with the baal korei. He listened carefully
to everything he was taught and diligently
practiced every night. The baal korei was a
master teacher who added oomph and excitement
to each lesson, pushing Yitzy to his limits and
then stretching them even further.

From the sidelines, Mr. Bernstein cheered Yitzy
on. He followed along in a chumash as Yitzy
practiced leining and complimented him warmly
on the progress he was making. He watched as the
teenager’s back straightened a little further every
day, how the clouds over his eyes faded just a
little more each time he tasted the beauty of
success.

The first time Yitzy leined before a crowd, he was
extremely nervous. It was Shabbos, at Minchah,
and for the first time in weeks, he was visited by
the familiar inner voice telling him he didn’t
deserve to succeed. “You are a failure,” he heard
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the voice whisper inside him. “You can’t learn.
You can’t keep up with your own class, let alone
a class of fourth graders. And you think you can
lein in front of this entire minyan?”

For a moment, Yitzy was ready to back away, to
take off the tallis and retreat to his seat, to accept
failure before it actually materialized. But then he
met Mr. Bernstein’s warm gaze, and another,
newer voice spoke from deep within him. “You
can doit, Yitzy. Mr. Bernstein thinks so. The baal
korei thinks so. You are natural at this! Just do it!”

And then, he did it. He opened his mouth and
began to lein, his voice gaining confidence as he
moved through the pesukim. As he gained
momentum, the words flowed naturally from his
lips in a smooth, clear voice.

He did not make a single mistake.

Something was different about Yitzy the next day
in yeshiva. Somehow, he was no longer the failure
who dreamed about basketball all day. Now, he
was a baal korei. He sat a little taller. He focused
a little more.

He felt like he mattered. And so things began to
matter more to him.

Soon, Yitzy became the steady baal korei at the
Minchah minyan on Shabbos in shul. Then, he
received a job in a different shul, leining krias
hatorah on Shabbos morning. He began to walk
with more confidence, to speak with more
confidence, to think with more confidence.
People took notice and began to treat him with
more respect.

And the more people treated him with respect, the
more Yitzy began to treat himself with respect.
He no longer wanted to be the class dreamer who
could not pull himself together. He was a baal
korei, and he was a capable young man. He was



determined to learn, beginning from the basics,
until he caught up with the rest of his class.

I am a baal korei, he would think to himself as he
struggled to cover basic mishnayos that were
learned by boys much younger than himself. | am
capable of becoming a talmid chacham.

And indeed, he was. Over time, he mastered
Mishnayos and moved on to Gemara. His rebbi
set him up with wonderful tutors, who helped
raise him to the level of the rest of the class.
Eventually, he was not just keeping up with the
class, but was one of its star talmidim. He went to
learn in Eretz Yisrael and became a tremendous
talmid chacham, a masmid who sits and learns
day and night. And needless to say, he’s still a
baal korei.

And it was the simple and unlearned Mr.
Bernstein who initiated this change. It was the
simple and unlearned Mr. Bernstein who saw into
Yitzy’s neshamah, who cared too deeply to let a
boy he barely knew waste away. And it was this
genuine caring that gave Mr. Bernstein the siyata
dishmaya to offer Yitzy the taste of success that
whet his appetite for more.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!
This story is taken from tape #A126
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To receive Vaadim by emall or for questions and suggestions
call/text 6098071783 or email torasrebkalman@gmail.com
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HACHAM SADKAH HUTZIN WAS A 19 WHO WHEN HE WAS LIVING IN YERUSHALAYIM, A MAN CAME TO
WAS OUTSTANDING FOR HIS DEDICATION TO INFORM HIM OF THE BIRTH OF HIS SON AND ASK HIM TO
LEARNING AND M2aN AT SUNRISE. HE WAS ALSO COME ON SHABBAT TO BE THE MOHEL AT HIS 8RIT.

A VENERATED MOHEL WHO MADE THOUSANDS
OF 8RIT MILOT FOR BABIES WITHOUT PAYMENT.

I LIVE IN THE YEMIN
MOSHE NEIGHBORHOOD,
QUITE A DISTANCE FROM
MOREINU’S HOME. T AM
TRULY HONORED AT YOUR
THOUGHT...

MY SON, IT IS
A ZECHUT FOR ME,
AND WITH THE HELP OF

HASHEM, T WILL TRY
TO COME.

MABROLIK! T
SINCERELY THANK YOU
FOR YOUR KIND THOUGHTS.
THIS MISVAH IS A SPECIAL
ZECHUT AND T DON'T TAKE
PAYMENT FOR SUCH HOLY
WORK! ON THE CONTRARY,
PLEASE ALLOW ME TO GIVE
‘ YOU THIS FOR YOUR
YOUNG YOSEF...

MOREINU, WE
CANNOT THANK YOU
ENOUGH - 8UT PLEASE...
WE WOULD LIKE TO AT
LEAST OFFER MOREINU
A TOKEN PAYMENT.

IT IS A VERY FAR
WALK, 8UT THE SIMHAH

CREATED 8Y THE MISVAH
WILL CARRY ME, AS IF ON
EAGLE’'S WINGS!

IT'S REALLY TOO
FAR FOR HIM TO
WALK...

ON SHABBAT, THE ELDERLY RAV LEFT HIS HOME
VERY EARLY BECAUSE HE WALKED SLOWLY. HE
WOULD OFTEN LEAN ON HIS ASSISTANT AS
THEY TREKKED THROUEGH THE COBBLED STREETS
OF YERUSHALAYIM.

WHEN HE ARRIVED AT THE SHUL, THE FATHER OF THE CHILD DID
NOT SEEM TO ACKNOWLEDGE HIS PRESENCE. THE CROWD THAT
HAD GATHERED JUST STOOD AND WAITED. R SADKAH WENT

OVER TO THE FATHER...

EH...
MOREINUI... T - T DON'T KNOW
WHAT TO SAY... I, ER, T NEVER
EXPECTED MOREINU TO COME SUCH A
LONE WAY... T, EH... T ACTUALLY ASKED
ANOTHER MOHEL TO COME... OY!
WOULD THE RAV FOREEGO THE
HONOR? ¢

MY SON, AVl
HABEN... WHERE
SHOULD I SET UP?

MY TALMID, THANK YOU
FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE... MAY YOU

BE BLESSED. T HAVE A TORAH THOUGHT
TO SHARE WITH YOU. DO YOU KNOW WHY
AVRAHAM AVINU WAITED UNTIL HE WAS Qq
YEARS OLD TO PERFORM HIS 8RIT MILAHP

THERE ARE MANY BEAUTIFLIL ANSWERS TO —
THIS QUESTION... MY SON, DO NOT -
WORRY! IT IS A ZECHUT e
TO BE HERE... PLEASE h S
e USE WHOMEVER YOU bl
St l\ = WISH! = ~ -
-1 ".} J 1 i A
SOON, THE OTHER MOHEL ARRIVED, BUT HE HAD AFTER THE 8RIT, R* SADKAH SET OUT WITH HIS
FORGOTTEN HIS BAG OF EQUIPMENT. ASSISTANT ON THE STRENUOUS JOURNEY
HOME WITH GREAT SIMHAH IN HIS HEART.
EH... MOREINLI,
I -I.. NEED A FAVOR... MY SON! PLEASE I HAVE

MERITED BRINGING
THOUSANDS OF BABIES INTO
THE 8RIT OF AVRAHAM AVINU - 8UT
T HAVE NEVER BEFORE MERITED

PERFORMING THE MISVAH IN SUCH
A COMPLETE MANNER AS I DID IT
TODAY .. WHO IS AS HAPPY
5 AS ME!

PLEASE ... COULD THE DO/ NOW YOU HAVE
OTHER MOHEL USE YOUR| &GIVEN ME THE HONOR OF
S : A DIRECT HELEK IN THIS

HACHAM SADKAH HUTZIN 5781 WAS BORN IN 1876 (5636) IN BAGHDAD, IRAQ TO R MOSHE CHUTZIN. AS A 7INZ HE
STUDIED IN A N9} 173 WITH NV IN BAGHOAD. HE WAS CLOSE TO THE BEN ISH HAI 9781 (O»N 9DV 1) WHO
RECOGNIZED HIM AS A GREAT DIN TNYN. AFTER HE MARRIED HIS COUSIN NPPTY DYD), HE REFLSED FINANCIAL
SLPPORT AND INSTEAD BECAME A MERCHANT TO SUPPORT HIS FAMLY. HE LEAGNED WITH & NISSIM KAOLR! 913y, R’
YOSEF RAVIA 97'¥1 AND OTHER GREAT DN >TNYN. HE SLUCCESSFULLY FOUGHT THE SPIRITUAL BATTLE AGAINST
THE BAGDAD COUNCIL WHICH WANTED TO INCORPORATE SECULAR STUDIES IN THE N7iR TINYM. IN 1926, HE MOVED
TO YN¥ NN AND IN 1939 BUILT THE BEAUTIFLL ND)DN T2 IN THE GEULAH SECTION IN D2¥317) KNOWN AS 13
NPT YUY VTN, HE WAS AN EXPERT 911N AND OFTEN DID NOT CHARGE FOR HIS SERVICES. HE SERVED AS A Y7
ON Tre 17 172 OF THE MTI90N MTIND NTY. HE GAVE NIGHTLY D)WY, GATHERED A DAILY )0 FOR Ni¥N NPM AND
PPN AMONG HIS STUDENTS WERE 97781 DYD) PN, Y781 NPTY NI, 9781 SINY NaX DY 12, AND 2Py MUTZAF
918y, TODAY THE MDD N2 STILL STANDS IN TS FULL 6LORY' AS A CENTER FOR 1797 AND 7'793’1

24 5636-5721 1876-1961 TN 'N

Please be careful to handle this sheet in the proper manner as required navn»%y. Please do not read this publication during nmnn nx»p w>7p or y"wn nwn.
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EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH

Last Blessings

(7,72 927TN2) LYY 7790 030 V)

Now I am going to my people. (Bemidbar 24:14)
From now on, I am like the rest of my people, because Hakadosh Baruch Hu has left me. (Rashi)

Bilaam lost his power of prophecy at this point,
after having blessed the Jewish people. But why
now ? He spoke only the words that Hashem placed
in his mouth. If because he was such a rasha, and had
such a desire to devastate the Jewish people, that was
nothing new. He was like that all along, even before
he went to Balak. So why was prophecy taken away
from him after he finished bestowing his blessings?

The Torah said previously about Bilaam:
P93 T DWN DY73 DX M N -
“Hashem came to Bilaam and placed

something in his mouth.”

What did Hashem place in his mouth? Rashi
explains it was a bit and bridle and reins, like you
put in an animal’s mouth so you can pull it and make

it go the direction you want.

1 Bemidbar 23:16.
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Let’s say you don’t need to lead an animal from
one place to another. You won’t notice the fact that
it doesn’t want to go. But when you start trying to
lead it, it digs in its hooves and resists with all its
strength. Now you see very clearly how much it

doesn’t want to go.

Someone standing on the side of the road
might see an animal walking along, and not know
what a fight it put up to stay in its place, and how
begrudgingly it is now moving. But the person
pulling it knows very well how hard it is to get this

animal to move.

This is how it was with Bilaam. When Hashem
put a bit and bridle on him, and pulled him forcibly
to bless the Jewish people, it became abundantly
evident how much Bilaam wanted to just curse and
curse. So after he finally blessed, Hashem took the

power of prophecy away from him. e



Bilaam Broke the Limit

(7,35 72713) W3 12 DY?A DX DOKRIND 7Y
Balak sent messengers to Bilaam ben Beor. (Bemidbar 22:5)

As far as modesty was concerned, the ancient of dress is exceptionally modest.
world placed limits on what kind of behavior was How do the two go together?

considered acceptable. There was a consensus Dressing modestly was once the norm, and over

about what is okay and what is immoral. It takes 4 =~ . ¢ time, things changed. People broke

special power to break such universally accepted through the formerly observed borders. But, as we

conventions. That was Bilaam. . . .
mentioned before, it takes someone great to initiate

Bilaam attained greatness in wickedness. He was  g;ch a change.
not just a common, run-of-the-mill rasha. Thus
he could break down borders of behavior that the
whole world observed.

The Arabs are a lowly nation, as Chazal say,* and
there was no one among them great enough to break

down the borders. So they kept on behaving like

Chazal say that ten portions of licentiousness  always. o
descended to the world, and the Arabs took nine of
them.! On the other hand, we see that the Arab way

1 Kiddushin 49b. 2 Kesubos 66b.

| Misplaced
% Korbanos

DR YWY D9 AYAV 11207 1971 NN YW 71207 733 P73 DX DY73 IR
(X ,35 937Nn2)

Bilaam said to Balak, “Build me here seven altars, and prepare for me here seven bulls
and seven rams. (Bemidbar 23:1)

Bilaam said before Hashem, “Their forefathers built before You seven altars, and I set
up as many as all of them put together.” (Rashi)

impurity and evil in the world. He waged a “holy”
Bilaam’s HOlY War war against the Jewish people. As is usually the case

Bilaam was the very embodiment of all the with wars, he did not direct all his efforts in just one
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direction. He tried every angle.

First of all, Chazal tell us that Bilaam knew how
to determine the exact moment when Hakadosh
Baruch Hu is angry. But Hakadosh Baruch Hu, in
His great mercy, refrained from all anger during the
whole time that Bilaam sought to curse the Jewish
people.!

Another thing he tried was to put an ayin hara
on them, as it says PPy nx DyYa Xw" - “Bilaam
raised his eyes.”® Rashi explains this to mean that he
tried to put the evil eye on them.

Another thing he tried was mentioning Cheit
Haveigel® He wanted to draw Hashem's attention to
the Jewish people’s sins.

But there was a certain powerful tactic that
Bilaam employed, in addition to the above, and that
is what I want to talk about.

Bilaam built a lot of altars and offered a lot of
korbanos on them. Three times, he set up seven altars,
and offered on them seven bulls and seven rams. The
Torah elaborates on this point. It seems that this is
where Bilaam put in his main energy, in the “holy”
war he waged against the Jewish people. We need to
understand what he wanted to gain by offering all
these korbanos.

First, we will bring out a certain general point
about korbanos.

Let’s talk about animal sacrifices. An animal is
quite similar to a human being. True, it is not on
the same level as a human, but it does have a nefesh
similar to that of humans. An animal can thus be
used to represent a human being. People have the
quality of growth, and so do animals. And when an
animal is burned, it returns to its source, which is
Hakadosh Baruch Hu, because everything returns to

its source when it is burned up.

A korban is thus taking an animal, which is
similar to ahuman being, and burning it on the altar.

1 Berachos 7a.
2 Bemidbar 24:3.
3 Ibid v. 1, see Targum Onkelos ad loc.
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Now, a human being contains within him all the
spiritual worlds, as R. Chayim Volozhiner explains
in part one of Sefer Nefesh Hachayim. When we
put an animal on the altar and burn it, this is like

bringing the entire world, and everything in it, back
to Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

A korban properly offered is called reach nichoach,
a “pleasing fragrance.” In other words, the korban
ascends to Heaven and is accepted /7atzon, willingly
and graciously. So to speak, it enters the depth
of Hashem’s Will. Hashem is pleased that we have
brought His world back to him.

This makes korbanos greater than all other mitzvos.
Every mitzvah accomplishes a certain specific thing,
but offering a korban encompasses everything. All
the 248 limbs and organs, and the 365 sinews and

nerves.

This is such a sublime matter that the Vilna Gaon
remarked that if we would bring one korban with
proper kavanah, the world would reach its ultimate

goal.

We see that korbanos express something very, very
deep. It is a matter of bringing everything back to

Hakadosh Baruch Hu. So to speak, we say: Hashem,
the entire world and everything in it is Yours!

The world has a whole system of kefirah, of
denying belief in Hashem. I am not talking about
the modern iteration of kefirah, by which people
deny the very existence of the Creator, because this is
simply ridiculous and not even worthy of discussion.
I am talking here about the kefirabh of the ancient
Greek philosophers. The Rambam addressed the
issues they raised and wrote at length to refute them.
Also the Rema wrote a special book about korbanos,
called Sefer Toras Haolah, in which he refutes the
arguments of the philosophers against our faith.

What did these philosophers of ancient times
say?

Their argument basically went like this: G-d

is so great and awesome, so infinitely above our

world, so beyond human comprehension, that He



really has no connection to the world He created.
It is categorically impossible for G-d to relate to the
physical world, to act upon it, to even care about

what takes place there. That’s what they argued.

There were various levels to this kefirah. Some
argued that Hashern doesn’t even know what is
happening in the world. Others argued that that
G-d knows what people do in the world but doesn’t

carce.

This is actually the subject of Sefer Iyov. Iyov
described G-d’s loftiness and greatness at great
length, and argued that for this very reason, He
doesn’t care about us.

What do we say? How do we answer this? We
say that if G-d really was as great as the philosophers
claimed He is, He would indeed be incapable of
maintaining a relationship with something as small
as the world of human beings. But G-d is much,
much greater than that! He is way above anything
the philosophers could even imagine. And for this
very reason, He is capable of relating to even the
smallest of things.

I will give you an example. Shlomo Hamelech was
the wisest of men and knew the language of animals.
When we encounter animals, we don’t understand
what they are saying. To us, it is just noise. This is
because our level is far above that of animals, so
we can't even relate to what they say. But Shlomo
Hamelech was able to communicate with an animal.
He understood its language.

How did Shlomo Hamelech do it? Was it because
he was closer to the level of an animal? Not at all.
He was far above our level of intellect, and surely
far above that of animals. And for this very reason,
he was able to understand them and communicate
with them.

nawy ama WwPhr 19 n - Who

is like Hashem our G-d, Who dwells so
high?4

Hakadosh Baruch Hu is very, very lofty. And for

this very reason:

4 Tehillim 112:6.
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YD ©Nw2 nixYy pownm - He
lowers Himself to see in heavens and

earth.’

Because He is very high, He can reach very low.

Emunab means believing that Hakadosh Baruch
Hu is connected to the world and relates to it.
Kefirah means not believing that G-d is connected
to the world.

Someone who doesn’t even believe that the world
has a Creator is not called a kofer. He is just an idiot.
He is like someone who sees a table and thinks that
the table came to be on its own. It just happened.
This is how the modern world thinks, and it is
nonsensical. The kofrim of ancient times believed
that the world has a Creator, but they didn’t believe
that He continues to run the world.

All religions believe in G-d and believe that G-d
is connected to His world. So what is special about
Judaism? We believe not just that Hashem knows
what happens in the world, and not just that He
runs and oversees everything in the world, but that
He has a personal connection to us. He loves and

cares personally about each one of His children.
And this is a very powerful love.

Let’s say a person has an aquarium. He looks with
interest at all the pretty, decorative fish swimming
around in there, and gives them food. Despite the
distance between them, if there is a fish that doesn’t
eat, he tries to find a solution. However, it doesn’t
worry him overly much, because he doesn’t love the
fish personally. The distance between them is too
great for that.

That’s not how Hashem loves us.

Let’s say there is a very devoted preschool
teacher, who loves little Saraleh dearly. The teacher
is dedicated to all the children, and of course to
Saraleh, and does everything for them. But it’s still
not like the love that the mother has for her little

5 Ibido. 7.
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Saraleh. A parent’s love is something else altogether.

Hashem, due to His immense desire to bestow
goodness upon us, does not just know us and pay
attention to us and watch over us. He is ny2 9masn
manx3 YR — He “lovingly chooses His people

Yisrael.”

The first word that Hashem spoke to the Jewish
people was DI¥0 ¥IXN PRRXIT WK TPON T DI
D72y 1an — “I am Hashem your G-d, Who took
you out of Egypt, out of the house of bondage.” He
did not say that He merely created us, but that He
went down into Mitzrayim to take us out of there.
He took care of us and carried us on eagles” wings.
He has a personal relationship with us. He loves us

in the fullest sense of the word.

This is what the whole Torah is about. It is as
Shlomo Hamelech describes, in his great wisdom, the
Giving of the Torah: 119 mp> wan »pw> — “May He

kiss me with the kisses of His mouth.”®

And when we speak of Torah in davening, the
words are overflowing with expressions of love:
noNm VMM a9TY YN0 N UNAAR 737 730X
135,

Bilaam knew that Hashem loves the Jewish
people. But he thought that there is a place where
this love comes to an end. Deep down, there is a
place where Hashem says, so to speak: I do love the
Jews, but after all, T am the Creator, and they are just

creatures. The distance between us is infinite.

This is the place that Bilaam wanted to tap, to
access. And how do you access the deepest depths of

Hashem’s holy Will?
6 Shir Hashirim 1:2.

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -
as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt"|,
Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.
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By korbanos.

Bilaam decided to offer one korban after another
until he brought as many sacrifices as all the Avos
did. He thereby sought to do away with the whole
world, to nullify everything, and get to the place
where there is only G-d Himself, the One and Only.
A place where there is no world and no Jewish

people and no anything.
And when Bilaam gets to this place where G-d’s

connection to the Jewish people comes to an end,
this is where he will mention Cheit Haeigel. He will
say to Hakadosh Baruch Hu: You don’t truly care
about the Jewish people. And they sinned before
you by worshipping a golden calf. How low! Why
don’t You just get rid of them altogether?

What did Hashem answer Bilaam?

You are so foolish. You are trying to present to
Me the sins of My children? That’s like presenting a
father with the bad deeds of his child. Do you think
the father will stop loving his child because of that?

Hashem’s love for the Jewish people is deeper
than deep. That very place, deeper than deep, is
where Hashem’s love for the Jewish people is. That is

where it emanates from.

Bilaam didn’t understand this. He was a classic
kofer. He tried to dig deeper and deeper because
he thought there must be a point where G-d’s

relationship with the Jewish people comes to an end.

But Bilaam was utterly wrong, and Hashem
showed this by refraining from all anger during
that whole period. By doing so, He was expressing
how His relationship with His children, the Jewish
people, is infinitely deep. It is a relationship of
infinite love. No matter how deep you go, it never

stops.

For comments, dedications and donations:
W nefeshshimshon@gmail.com
Do you want to receive the weekly edition?
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