13%

CHAYEING

Weelily

Shabbos Inspiration

= ¢ o s
/g (1 i &8 i
Divrei Parshah Parshah llalachah Invana
Torah Stories Riddles | | Challenges DYoma

IWNRY ROHY RITW 2Py’ 9 V"NH2 12 "INHY 9 11H

To receive weekly, call or text 732.301.4043 (opt. 8-3), or email shabboschayeinu@gmail.com



CHAYEING

Weelily

Shabhos Inspiration

PAGE CONTENT
3 Divrei Torah
4-6 Seudah Stories
7-8 Gedolim Story
9-15 Parsha Challenge
16-17 Life of Truth Story
18 Hilchos Shabbos Initiative
19-20 Halacha Q&A
21-26 Rav Kalman Krohn Story
27 Comic Story
28-34 Nefesh Shimshon

v
35-36 9”871 'pDIIP NN
37-40 98T PYOWHTR 230
41-42 R™0HW ITY T 90N
43-44 R™09V 2OV NWN 1N
45-46  R"™09W 10371 72X VRN 0N
47-48 R"0'HW 'PDIID 7”270
49-50 R"0%W WIN HHN NVN N
51-52 R0V 10177 VRN Va0

53-54  R"0YW 113 217 10N

SPONSOR A WEEK OF CHAYEINU WEEKLY!
Call or Text: 732-301-4043 opt. 8#-2
Email: chayeinuoffice@gmail.com Zelle: chayeinuoffice@gmail.com



mailto:chayeinuoffice@gmail.com
mailto:chayeinuoffice@gmail.com

NAW NTIVO? NN "AT

Two Ways to Make Kedushah

(3 ,2) 102 WIRN "7 0§ 21 3277 A 0 T
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(3 ,2°"WA) SWIPR *21P2 IR RIT DY, TWTRH

The Torah writes that Klal Yisrael "fought" with Hakadosh
Baruch Hu by the 7127 °», and 02 w7p™. Rashi explains
that the pasuk is referring to the concept of WIpR °217p2,
where the punishment of tzaddikim brings about Yiras
Shamayim and causes Kiddush Sheim Shamayim.

The Bais Halevi explains the double lashon 7272 7%
1 P72 T2 MR, that there are two options, either
the dam of Milah which represents kedushah, or the dam
of Korban Pesach which represents the tzaros Klal Yisrael
suffered in Mitzrayim. Klal Yisrael’s mission is to bring
kavod Shamayim into this word, and there are always
two options, either through acting with kedushah or
through midas hadin which brings Yiras Shamayim into
this world.

By the be’er mayim, the purpose was to bring kevod
Shamayim through following Hashem’s command and
causing water to come forth by speaking to the rock.
However, when the rock was hit and that source of kavod
Shamayim didn’t materialize, the other option was
b’krovai ekodeish, with the demonstration of middas
hadin that took Moshe and Aharon. Klal Yisrael must
always bring kavod Shamayim, but how it will come up
about, whether through kedushah or with wpR *217p2 is
up to us.

How to Know Torah

I 127 DDIYWRI PRNNA DYF 2073 7N D 73790 X3
(o°-m ,X2) :ning PROO0I ORV01 MR
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The Vilna Gaon explains the pasuk that 0w M50 X2
refers to lomdei haTorah, and oy °2°71 M1 refers to
machzikei haTorah. The pasuk continues 71101 727201, The

Gemara tells us thatiinn 2272m1 teaches us that Torah is
only given to a person who humbles himself 717 72700
11012 71N0°1 9700 72 PwT Sonw.

The Sefarim write that someone who supports Torah in
this world merits to know the Torah that was learned as a
result of his support in Olam Haba. However, according to
the Gaon, there is a condition. Just as a lomed Torah only
merits to know Torah if he is humble and makes himself
12 W7 9onW mT 7271, o too, supporting Torah has the
same condition. Only if the tomech haTorah makes
himself 92775, will he merit to know the Torah that he
supported. Limud haTorah, as well as Hachzakas HaTorah,
needs to be done with hachna’ah and anivus.

What is Really Happening
(13 ,82) 73D Y 13120 732 WD WA DRI 1N 1379V

The Gemara tells us that o¥wni 198 ,0%wna 1R 19 9
o2 HW AW 2wWn IR2 12w IR2 ,07%°2. Rav Uren Reich
explains that when Sichon conquered the land of Amon
U’Moav, it was certainly considered a major military
achievement, and the entire world was discussing the
military might of Sichon. But from a Torah perspective,
something entirely different was occurring. The Gemara
tells us 11102 17V 2R 110V, Klal Yisrael is prohibited from
fighting Amon U’Moav directly. Therefore Hashem
orchestrated that Sichon would first conquer the land of
Amon U’Moav, which would allow Klal Yisrael to then
conquer Sichon and take the land for themselves. It
wasn’t about military might, it was Hashgachas Hashem.
They were mere puppets, being pulled exactly the way
Hashem planned it.

AWNN N2 ,P2AWE IR ,008°2 220w 1R L,0HWRN 1NR 1D DY
oy Hw mawn. The way the world views current events,
and the way Klal Yisrael views current events is entirely
different. All they can see is the facts in front of their eyes,
but that is not what’s really happening. Everything that
happens is pure Hashgachas Hashem, all part of His
master plan.

r
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Who Guards Whom?

Nine-year-old Raizy stood on the deck of the steamship.
She was getting ready to leave her family and her
homeland of Poland. Her father’s gentle eyes and soft
voice made it so hard to leave. “Raizy mein kind (my
child), remember: Hashem is watching over you every
step of the way. Remember His laws and keep them well.
Never forget that more than the Yidden keep the
Shabbos, the Shabbos has kept the Yidden. It will be hard
in the new land. Don't forget who you are. Keep the
Shabbos -- no matter what sacrifice you must make." As
the ship left the dock heading for America, Raizy waved
goodbye with tears streaming down her cheeks.

Life in America was new and strange. Raizy’s uncle and
aunt were very welcoming, but at the same time they
insisted that religion was "old-fashioned." However, Raizy
never forgot her father's parting words. She put on the
new clothes that her relatives gave her, cut her hair to suit
the fashion of America, but never gave up on keeping
Shabbos. Every week without fail, Raizy devised a new
excuse for her boss to explain why she did not come to
work on Saturday. One week she had a toothache,
another week her stomach bothered her.

After three weeks, the foreman caught on. He called her
over. "Raizy," he said in a tone indicating that he only had
her welfare in mind. "I like your work, and | like you. But
this Shabbos business has got to stop. Either you come in
this Saturday, or you can look for a new job."

Raizy’s aunt was very clear, “You must work on Shabbos!”
Raizy felt like a leaf caught by a strong gust of wind,
pushing and pulling with no weight or life of its own. She
was so young. She wanted to please her relatives. But her

father's words kept echoing in her head. What should she
do?

“Raizy sweetheart, listen to us. It's for your own good. Her
relatives persisted until Raizy's determination began to
break. But at the last moment, as she lay in bed on Friday
night, she made up her mind. She would never work on
Shabbos.

On Shabbos morning, Raizy left the house, pretending to
head for work. Back-and-forth through the streets of
Manhattan she paced. Together with the city pigeons, she
rested in Tompkin's Square Park. "Tatte, this song is for
you," she whispered. The pigeons ruffled their feathers.
"Yonah matzah bo manoach." There she sat among the
pigeons, singing Shabbos zemiros, with tears in her eyes
and sobs between the verses.

When three stars finally peeked out from the black sky
announcing the end of Shabbos, the moon shone down
on a weary girl and bathed her face in its glow. Raizy had
triumphed, but her victory would cost her dearly. She had
no job and had upset her uncle and aunt. "Baruch
HaMavdil..." It was time to face reality.

As she neared home, a shout broke into her reverie.
"Raizy! What... what... | mean, how are you here? Where
were you?" Raizy looked up at her cousin, Joe. "Joe, what
will become of me? | kept Shabbos and lost my job. Now
everyone will be angry and disappointed with me. What
will I do?" The words tumbled out together with her tears.

“Raizy, didn't you hear?" he asked gently. "Hear what?"
"There was an awful fire in the factory. Only forty people
survived. There was no way out of the building. Raizy,
don't you see? Because you kept Shabbos, you are alive.
Because of your Shabbos, you survived."

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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Of 190 workers, Raizy Goldstein was among the minority
who survived. The infamous Triangle Shirtwaist Factory
fire on Saturday, March 25, 1911, claimed the lives of 146
immigrant workers. Because it had been Shabbos, Raizy
Goldstein was not one of them. As her father had said,
more than the Yidden keep the Shabbos, the Shabbos
watches over the Yidden.

Rav Chaim’s Cow

When Rav Chaim was a young talmid in Volozhin, he was
supported by his wife’s grandfather, the Netziv, who was
Rosh Yeshiva of Volozhin. Part of that support was a cow,
whose milk the family would drink every day. One day, the
local blacksmith came to Rav Chaim and bemoaned his
plight. He was destitute, and his wife was sick. She
required milk for her health, but he didn’t have even a
drop of milk in the house. Rav Chaim felt bad for him, and
told him, “Go to the barn and take my cow.”

A few hours later, the Rebbetzin came to Rav Chaim, “A
tragedy has occurred — our cow was stolen! It's gone,

17

disappeared from the barn!” Rav Chaim didn’t say a word
in response. After a bit of detective work, the family found
out that the blacksmith had their cow, and accused him of
being the thief. Rav Chaim was upset that the man should

be wrongly accused, and admitted that he gave it away.

The family went to the blacksmith, but he didn’t want to
return it. “The Rav gave it to me to keep,” he rightfully
claimed. They negotiated with him and eventually bought
it back for 10 rubles.

From then on, the Netzivspoke to Rav Chaim

in halachic terms, which didn’'t give him room to

misunderstand. He said, “The cow belongs to me! | own it

as a kinyan haguf. The only ownership you have is kinyan

peiros, the benefit of the milk that it produces.”

The Keffiyeh

Years ago, Yaakov used to drive a gasoline truck for a living.
He would drive around Eretz Yisroel in a huge gasoline
truck that carried thirty-five tons of gasoline. His job was
to visit the various gasoline stations and fill up their tanks
with gas. In the front compartment of the truck, he had a
small refrigerator between the driver’s seat and the
passenger seat. This enabled him to keep his food fresh,
since he could be in the truck for many hours.

As part of Yaakov’'s job, he would also service Arab
gasoline stations, even if they were located in dangerous
places. One of these places was in a village called Beit
Omar and is located near Chevron. This particular village
is known to be a haven for many Arab terrorists who live
there.

Yaakov would deliver gasoline there often, and over time
he became friendly with the Arab owner of the gas station.
One day, the owner asked Yaakov if he would like to take
a tour of their village. Yaakov replied that he was Jewish
and it would be too dangerous. The owner said that he
would bring him a Keffiyeh (traditional Arab headgear) to
wear on his head. In addition, he instructed Yaakov to be
quiet the entire time and not talk. This way everyone will
think that Yaakov is an Arab, since he has a dark
complexion and can be mistaken for an Arab.

He then asked Yaakov which Keffiyeh he preferred, a red
one or a white and black one. To those who are not
attuned, white ones are for the Arabs who wish to make
peace with the Israelis while the red ones are for those
hostile Arabs who wish to wage war with us. Yaakov, in

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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jest, told the owner to bring him a red one. Consequently,
the owner gave Yaakov a tour of the village while Yaakov
was wearing the red Keffiyeh. Baruch Hashem the trip was
uneventful, and Yaakov thanked the owner of the station
before returning to his truck. He took the Keffiyeh with
him and placed it on top of the refrigerator in the truck.

About two weeks passed, and the time came for Yaakov
once again to make a delivery to the Beit Omar gas station.
In order to approach the village, one must drive up a very
steep hill. It was about 11:00 in the morning as Yaakov
slowly made his way up the steep hill. Because the hill was
so steep and the truck so big, Yaakov could not see ahead.
As the truck came to the top of the hill and leveled off,
Yaakov saw a car waiting with an Arab terrorist inside. The
terrorist was pointing a rifle straight at Yaakov, ready to
shoot.

There was a security guard in the truck next to Yaakov, but
he didn’t have enough time to grab his gun. Yaakov
realized that he life was about to come to an end.
Suddenly, he remembered the red Kaffiyeh that was next
to him. He quickly grabbed it and held it out the window,
waving it at the Arab. The Arab understood that the truck
driver was a fellow terrorist (due to the red Kaffiyeh), and
lowered his rifle and drove away.

Because the Arab owner decided to give Yaakov a tour of
Beit Omar and because Yaakov decided to make a joke,
and choose a red Keffiyeh instead of a white one, his life
was saved. Or more accurately, because Hashem wanted
YaakoV’s life to be saved, He arranged it all in advance. He
put the thought in the owner’s head to give Yaakov a tour,

and He created the urge in Yaakov's heart to make a joke

and choose the red Keffiyeh and to keep the Keffiyeh
afterward in his truck, so that he could grab it in time for
his life to be saved. How wondrous are the ways of
Hashem!

(As published in Peh Tahor newsletter)

From the Depths of the Forest

A man came to Rav Shimshon Pincus, telling him that the
doctors have said that he and his wife won't be able to
have children. Rav Pincus said he should come back at
two o’clock in the morning. He returned at that time and
knocked on the door. Rav Pincus was there, all ready.

They got into his car, and Rav Pincus drove him for about
forty-five minutes until they got to an empty forest. He
told the man to get out and daven to Hashem, and that
he'd return in about twenty minutes. Twenty minutes
later, he returned. It was clear that that the man had been
davening, yet his face was still dry. So Rav Pincus told him
he'd give him another twenty minutes.

Twenty minutes passed, and he returned once again. This
time, he found the man in tears, so involved in his
davening, he didn’t even notice thatRv Pincus had
returned. After a few more minutes, Rav Pincus told him,
“We can go home now.”

Nine months later, the man and his wife had a baby!

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com.

Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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Rav Dovid Heckscher ZT”L

Yohrtzeit "awn 1ux T

As a talmid of Rav Shlomo Zalman Auerbach in Yeshiva Kol
Torah in Yerushalayim, and then as a Rosh Yeshiva in Kol
Torah himself, Rav Dovid Heckscher was a legend in his
time — a gifted Rebbi, a phenomenal and diligent talmid
chochom, and an unusually sensitive individual with
sterling character traits.

All his life, Rav Dovid Heckscher knew how to value every
moment of time, as if he knew that his time in this world
would be limited. After a day of vigorous study, he would
remain up until late at night, alone with a sefer and a
notebook, into which he entered his incisive insights. And
if his eyes would sometimes begin to close, he would
resume his writing as soon as he awoke, as if there had
been no interruption.

Even as a youth, Rav Dovid proved to be a masterful time-
management expert. When a student in Yeshiva Kol
Torah, he attended the shiur of Rav Shlomo Zalman,
during which he would take copious notes. Rav Shlomo
Zalman once reviewed his notes and marveled over page
after page of his concise grasp, written with meticulous
clarity, without a single erasure. Rav Shlomo Zalman
noted with astonishment, “He writes this during the
shiur? Why, he pays such keen attention and participates
so actively, questioning and challenging. How could he
possibly write this well?”

Indeed, Rav Dovid was remarkably disciplined — because
he disciplined himself to be that way. He maintained a
personal ledger in which he recorded how he utilized his

time. The entries read like a time management expert’s
sample log, with one exception. Once in the log there is a
reference to a minor infraction: “I must investigate why
this tiny setback has occurred. Perhaps it was a result of
my engagement to my kallah this week....”

Rav Dovid was diagnosed at the age of 50 with a
malignancy. He departed to the United States for
treatment at Mount Sinai Hospital in New York City. Since
only one specialist treated a large number of patients, the
wait to see the doctor was long, tiring and frustrating.
During these waiting periods, Rav Dovid completed the
entire Mishna Berurah several times! A remarkable feat
for even a healthy person; incredible for someone so ill!

Rav Dovid had an innate sense of responsibility, affected
by neither expense nor discomfort. Once he deemed an
issue of importance to Bnei Torah and learning to be
within his jurisdiction or sphere of influence, he felt
personally responsible for the matter.

After a prolonged stay in the United States for medical
treatments, Rav Dovid was finally granted permission by
his doctor to return to Eretz Yisroel. This was not a
blanket permission, nor an indication that his condition
had improved. It was just a furlough, but it was
contingent upon numerous conditions, the most severe of
which being that the trip must be preceded by a full day
of chemotherapy treatment. This meant traveling to
Manhattan, admission to the hospital, waiting in line,

being exposed to elements of New York life that a tzaddik

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘hnhlms Inspiration
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like Rav Dovid would have longed to have been spared,

and undergoing a medical procedure that is as painful as
it is frightening. But with an incentive of being able to go
home, Rav Dovid could not refuse. He would go home to
his family and to his beloved students and to his Yeshiva
Kol Torah.

On the day of the trip, Rav Dovid received a phone call
from Eretz Yisroel regarding a sensitive problem. A young
man was about to get engaged, but when the family
apprised his older brother who was learning in a New York
the older
disappointment — he could not allow his younger

yeshiva, sibling expressed unmitigated

brother’s engagement to precede his own.

The family did not know that Rav Dovid was due to return
to Eretz Yisroel that evening, nor did they know that his
body had just been injected with nauseating poisons. Rav
Dovid did not inform them, nor would he ever impose his
suffering upon anyone else. The family had called him
because they knew that when young men needed
counseling, especially regarding marriage, Rav Dovid
Heckscher was the one to whom everyone turned. His
nausea notwithstanding, and his luggage only half-
packed, Rav Dovid did not summon the boy to him, but
traveled to the yeshiva to engage him in a long and
heartfelt conversation.

Later that night, as Rav Dovid was flying back to Eretz
Yisroel, a young man in Yerushalayim announced his
engagement, to the joy and delight of his entire family,
including his older brother, and most certainly Rav Dovid.

During his stay in New York, Rav Dovid learned that a
woman suffering from a similar disease had arrived from
Eretz Yisroel for medical treatment. Upon her arrival,
however, she was so frightened at the ravages of

chemotherapy that she refused to even have an
appointment with an oncologist. She stubbornly and
frightfully remained in bed. Her family members, who
had undergone such torment and expense to fly her to
America, were beside themselves with frustration.

When Rav Dovid learned of her plight, he knew what he
had to do. He shined his shoes, checked his shirtsleeves,
put on his Shabbos frock, and brushed his hat. He stood
in front of a mirror, adjusted the knot of his necktie, and
combed his beard. Under the circumstances, he could not
have looked better. He then traveled to see this woman
whom he had never met before. He entered the home
and was led into her room. He said but five words: “My
name is Dovid Heckscher.” Who hadn’t heard of Rav
Heckscher, and who didn’t know what he was doing in
America? That very day the woman got up and later that
week, agreed to medical treatment.

One day, as Rav Dovid was waiting his for the doctor, he
took note of a middle-aged Jew in a wheelchair, pushed
by his son. Rav Dovid asked the son quietly, “Tell me, is
the disease located in your father’s legs?” The young man
replied, “No, however, he is so broken from this whole
experience that he cannot find the strength to walk
anymore.”

Rav Dovid did not have to hear another word. He invited
the sick man to sit next to him, and then used the rest of
the time at his disposal for his own brand of therapy. He
literally put this man back on his feet, as the man not only
resumed walking, but pushed his own wheelchair into the
elevator on his way home.

Reprinted with permission from
“The Weekly Vort” by E. Lerner
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

npn nwaa

1. Which person in this week’s nwn3 is called a Tx>n? When?
2. Which 1790 is mentioned in this week’s nv19?

3. In what instance is YW P> mentioned in this week’s nw1a?
b. List eight other places in the N1 n that they are mentioned together.’

4. What name did nwn call the YN’ "1 in this week’s nwa9?
b. Who in last week’s nwA9 calls them a similar name? When?

5. What is the third word in 9w IX?
6. What brought both life and death in this week’s nwn9?

7. |survived twice,
| selfishly helped another,’
| instilled much fear but it was for naught,
In this week’s nw19 is my name appears for the first time.
Who am |? (Submitted by M. Kagan)

8. lam used in three instances in the NN,
Once by an absence of life,’
Once after the words of a y13,”
Once | am used in a large quantity,’
Although in all other instances | go to another,
in the last instance the other comes to me.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwMo.
Who am I? (Based on a submission by L. Kraut)

Need a Hint?

! They are found in VMW , D27 P92 NV A ,PW PN T O
ZA PN

® By the v of a N NNNL

* By a y718n DAL

> By a1




1.

2.
3.

8.

Answers

NWN. The P10 says (110,) DXINNIND PRI TRIN NHWN, 7 explains that the 7 1oNn”
refers to nwn.

(7°,KX2) "N NNNON 19D

The Yidden ask oyx if they can pass through their land without turning Syxnw 0o,
b. 1) onnax tell VY "MINON HNPWN DN, (0,3 T2 19)
2) 1yoN tells HYNINa m1 if you don’t consent to the marriage | will turn
PINNIY DY IN PN DY (1,10 1Y 1N)
3) QY brings NwIN and DMON — MYNNYA .. D2 (»,10 OnN)
4)The water of the 910 0> was walls for the Yidden ooxnwmy D1199. (25,7 nowa)
5) oyba came to a place where he couldn’t turn SNnpwy P1d. (15,20 PY2)
6) The Yidden asked 1o to pass through without turning Sy Pd. (35,2 027
7) One must not turn SN8npWY 1 from the NINN ANNN. (V5,7 72702)
8) One must follow the D150 and not turn YNNWY P, (0, Dovaw)

oM b) After nap’s rebellion /1 calls the Yidden >0 2. (7o v 92102)

It depends on which 9w X, In this week’s nw9 the third word is YN, In Nbwa the
third word is nwn.

Snakes. Their bite killed and the copper snake brought life. (Another possible answer:
the hitting of the rock brought life to bNav> 595 and nmen to nwn.)

| survived twice, - from the Hya1n and the ©51n "M 7 NRNONH
| selfishly helped another, - 0NN, hoping he would be killed
I instilled much fear but it was for naught, - nwn was afraid of his Mot
In this week’s Nv19 is my name
appears for the first time.
Who am I? -y

Next week....

Last week’s Riddle:

| am one of the NMYNo > ™3,

| am the beginning of a fruit, - (00,1) DYTPY DI NN NN

| was a sign of 'n’s favor. - when | blossomed | showed 'n’s favor to X

| am mentioned in this week’s nvA9.
Who am I? -A VN

NOIN )2 171, K1 12 DM ,NIRD YN 12 PIRND PYY NTHIAR — NNHY NNIID
977090 TOOR 12 TYT PN 7Y APY TIT N2 NDYXA N2 ,973 DNIAN 12 DINY YD
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MMNY NMN 9O

This week’s Parsha Challenge is sponsored YX9v» 90 Y55 NNy NNIDYY
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W lil Parsha Musings for Shabbos Table Schmoozings
ee y RIDDLES

Shabbos Inspiration

From the time we got the mitzvah of Parah Adumah, until the second Bais Hamikdash was
destroyed, how many paros adumos did we have?

9: Moshe processed the first, Ezra the second, and there were 7 from Ezra until the churban. The 10"
will be processed by Mashiach, hopefully soon.*

The mitzvah of Parah Adumah brings kaparah for the Chet HaEigel.? What halacha do we
observe daily which also achieves this purpose?

Inside the batim (boxes) of tefillin, we insert “parshios” — small pieces of folded klaf upon which are
written different sets of pesukim. Before insertion, these parshios are wrapped in hair taken from a
kosher species of beheima or chaya. Some of this hair protrudes through a tiny hole in the bayis (box)
of the tefillin shel rosh, and is visible on the outside. Our practice is to use the hair of an eigel® (calf)
to remind us of the Chet HaEigel, so we will avoid aveiros, and earn kaparah. For this reason, one
should ideally make all the parts of tefillin from the hide of an eigel.*

Name someone, mentioned in Parshas Chukas, who did a chesed connected to water, and got
rewarded with water.

To reward Miriam for watching over baby Moshe as he floated in the water, Bnei Yisrael were given
Be’er Miriam in her zechus.”

The Torah mentions the deaths of 3 famous people who passed away in the midbar.
Regarding one of them, Bnei Yisrael knew about the death immediately, but couldn’t find the
kever; regarding another, the kever was known immediately, but not the death; regarding
another, both were known immediately. Who were these people?

e Moshe’s death was known, but his kever is hidden.®

e Bnei Yisrael had to be informed of Aharon’s death, but they knew where it happened.’

e Regarding Miriam’s death, the Torah mentions, “She DIED THERE and was BURIED THERE

(in Kadeish),” stressing that only regarding Miriam were both immediately known.®

Twice, Bnei Yisrael were shown the image of someone deceased in a bed. Who were the two
people whom they were shown?
e At Har Sinai, the Satan showed Bnei Yisrael a fake image of Moshe deceased in a bed, in
order to precipitate Chet HaEigel.’
When Bnei Yisrael found it hard to believe that Aharon had died, Moshe davened and the
malachim showed them an image of Aharon deceased in a bed.°

1 ]

T2 TR D19 "0 0"am
2|"yin qioa 02T 2 u" M"wn
*T"'n 2" n"Ixn X0 TV
4 |"-] |7"0 DUJ 3.un
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In what months did Moshe, Aharon, and Miriam pass away?
e When Bnei Yisrael arrived in Kadeish in the month of Nissan, Miriam died.**
e Aharon died on Rosh Chodesh Av.!?
e Moshe died on the 7" of Adar.*®

Who was the first person to drink from Be’er Miriam?
When Yishmael was sent out of Avraham’s house, Hashem sent the Be’er Miriam to keep him alive.**

How many people died early as a result of Mei Meriva?
e Moshe and Aharon, as a punishment.
e Paroh’s advisors analyzed the stars and perceived that Moshe would die due to water. Not
realizing that it referred to Mei Meriva, they advised that all boys from Bnei Yisrael be thrown in
the river. Thus, as a result of Mei Meriva, many Jewish baby boys died.*

Name an object described in Parshas Chukas which was made in order to remind people that
Hashem is in charge, but later had to be destroyed because it made people think the opposite.
When Bnei Yisrael were attacked by snakes, Moshe made a copper snake, and when Bnei Yisrael
looked up at it, they rededicated themselves to Hashem, and were healed.*® Many years later, this
same copper snake was still intact, and Bnei Yisrael began worshiping it, so Chizkiyahu HaMelech
had to destroy it.*’

When the Emoriim tried to attack Bnei Yisrael, the mountains miraculously crushed them,
thereby saving us.’® When we sang to Hashem in thanks, who led the song?

The “Pi HaBe’er’ was created at the very end of the 6™ day of creation, right before Shabbos.*® Some
explain that this refers to the opening in Be’er Miriam from which water flowed®, but others explain
that this “mouth in the rock” led the song!**

JUST CURIOUS

If a Parah Adumah has 2 hairs which have red roots, but are black on top —is it acceptable?
The parah’s “redness” is determined by the red roots, and we cut off the black tops.??
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From the language, “nxa nin' > DX INn NXT,”2 “This is the Torah (laws) regarding one

who dies in a tent,” Chazal derive that Torah learning can only be acquired by one who “kills

himself” over it.?* Doesn’t that sound a bit dangerous?!

e This refers to one who puts a lot of effort into learning Torah, until he is weak and sapped of

strength.?®
In order for one to acquire Torah knowledge, he must “kill” his bad middos and his yetzer hara.
However, this type of “death” actually enhances LIFE, allowing one to transition from a shallow
life, to one of depth.?®

Bnei Yisrael received Be’er Miriam when they were camped in Refidim, in Parshas Beshalach.
After they left, how did they get water?

e The rock from which the water flowed traveled with them through the midbar.?’

e Be’er Miriam was a miraculous water supply which Hashem brought forth from various
locations, as needed.?® When Bnei Yisrael were first given this water, in the beginning of their
stay in the midbar, it flowed to them and was available near their homes. After Bnei Yisrael
were punished, it functioned as a stationary well from which they had to draw water.?

Hashem told Moshe to take “the stick” and SPEAK to the rock (to get water).** What was the
point of the stick?

o “THE stick” was Aharon’s well known stick, which was placed in the mishkan to remind Bnei
Yisrael that they rebelled with Korach. It was taken out now to show Bnei Yisrael that they
were once again rebelling.*!

They were shown Aharon’s stick to demonstrate that just as Hashem moistened this dry stick
so that it could sprout almonds, He could produce water from a dry rock.>?

It was to “teach” the dry rock to produce water, as did Aharon’s dry stick. After all, the words
“y20” and “yv” have the same gematria!®

Some rishonim explain that Moshe was punished after Mei Meriva because he called Bnei
Yisrael, “Morim,” “Rebels.”* If so, why would Moshe REPEAT this in his recap (in Parshas
Eikev), recalling, “'a ny nn"a nnn”?>°

Telling them that they made a mistake by rebelling was fine; LABELING them as “rebels” was not.*

23 'I'"' U“I

"o npM

22X 1"m T " ,nnmn naim

2 'R X"ITh NNaX

ZRM a8 M"wn .0 nayn M'en
2'n ' "ann

n 1™ nmv |"ann

n"

*a1pTn ,0"awN

*21IpTNN M2AT? NIX N90INA V7' '
33 nw

*'n ' "anMa Xxan D' NMimwa no"an 'y
*pw "anna twor,'n D y"ax

* Rabbi Yaakov Bender on Chumash guoting Rav Zev Leff

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com

291

300




When Miriam died, the be’er left, and it returned in the zechus of Moshe and Aharon.*” Why
couldn’t their zechus just keep it there in the first place?
Hashem wanted everyone to realize that originally it was in the zechus of Miriam.3®

When Amaleik attacked, they disguised themselves by speaking in K’naani, to trick Bnei
Yisrael into davening to be saved from K’naan instead of Amaleik. Bnei Yisrael heard K’naani,
but saw Amaleiki clothing, so they davened generally, “Save us from this nation — whoever
they are.”*® Why didn’t Amaleik also change their clothes?! Isn’t that much easier, and more
effective?

Our clothing defines us so much that had they dressed as K’'naanim, they would have actually
identified as K’naanim, and our davening regarding K’naanim would have worked against them!*°

Bnei Yisrael looked up at the copper snake which Moshe raised, rededicated themselves to
Hashem in Shamayim, and were healed.** Why was the snake necessary? Why couldn’t they
just be told to look up?

They looked at the snake, contemplated its ability to harm them, and DESPITE THIS dismissed it,
recognizing that ONLY Hashem is in charge. In general, one can protect himself from harm by
focusing completely on Hashem'’s total control of the world, and the inability of any other force to
independently affect him.*?

Is it appropriate for a son to argue with his father when learning Torah together?

When Bnei Yisreal recounted the nissim which Hashem performed for us during times of war, we
described, “no102 2an1 Nx,” “The nissim which were given to us at the Yam Suf.” Chazal perceived
another meaning to this phrase, and derived that when a father and son, or a Rebbe and talmid, are
engaged in a “war” regarding Torah, it’s positive, as there is “no102 an1” — “love (nanK) in the end.”*

IN YOUR OPINION

We know that the yetzer hara tries to stop us BEFORE we do a mitzvah. In what way do we
have to watch out for the yetzer hara AFTER doing a mitzvah?

Regarding the chok of Parah Adumah, we are told, “hanx 7NN7 NIwN 7 'R = 197 X'n DM
literally, “It is a decree from Me — you don’t have permission to question it.” This phrase can also be
understood to mean, “If the yetzer hara interferes "19'7n,” before you do the mitzvah, realize that it is a
decree which you must perform; if the yetzer hara approaches you ‘nanx 2n1n"%,’ to regretfully reflect
after the mitzvah, bemoaning the necessary effort, ignore that as well!”*®
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Which is better: WANTING to do an aveirah, but avoiding it because Hashem said to, or
considering aveiros repulsive?

We should NOT have interest in aveiros which we understand, such as killing and stealing. We
SHOULD have interest in aveiros which we don’t understand, such as kashrus or shaatnez, and only
avoid them because Hashem said to.*’

Why is it bad for a leader to get angry?

Some rishonim explain that Moshe’s error at Mei Meriva was the fact that he got angry. Since Bnei
Yisrael knew that Moshe had perfected himself, and analyzed everything that he did in order to learn
from him, this lapse in middos set a bad example.*® Anyone who is supposed to be a role model, on
his level, bears a similar responsibility.

Imagine that someone tells you, “You are losing your job and being replaced. Please start this
project so the next guy can have a head start.” What would you say?

The Torah stresses that immediately after Moshe was told, in Kadeish, that he can’t enter Eretz
Yisrael, he sent messengers, from Kadeish, to the king of Edom, asking if Bnei Yisrael could pass
through his land, faithfully carrying out his leadership of Bnei Yisrael despite its irrelevance to him
personally.*

When discussing history with someone who doesn’t have a Torah-perspective, do you find
yourself saying, “Then Hashem saved the Jews,” etc., or do you tend to describe just the
events themselves, perhaps adding, “Amazingly, the Jews survived,” etc.?

In Moshe’s message to the king of Edom, in which he summarizes the recent history of Bnei Yisrael,
he includes the fact that their salvation from Mitzrayim was a result of davening to Hashem.*

When Aharon died, Bnei Yisrael temporarily lost the annanei hakavod®*, which returned in the
zechus of Moshe®2. How do you think it felt for Bnei Yisrael to be suddenly exposed to the

elements of the desert, after spending 40 years in miraculous comfort?

How do you feel when someone is mean to you, and then asks you for a favor?

After Bnei Yisrael complained that Moshe had taken them out of Mitzrayim, they were attacked by
snakes. When they asked Moshe to daven for them, he did®®, demonstrating that when one is
approached for mechila, he should grant it>*. We should do so as well>>, and one who forgives is
more likely to earn forgiveness for his aveiros®®.
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A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NItV

The great gaon, Rav Yoel Sirkis zt”l, was a talmid of the
Maharshal and the mechaber of the Bach (Bayis Chadash)
on the Arba’ah Turim. He lived in the times of the Kli
Yakar and the Maharsha.

From 1619 until his petirah on 717x 30f 1640, Rav Yoel was
Rav of the great Yiddishe community of Cracow. Before
becoming the Rav of Cracow, he served as Rav for over a
dozen Polish communities, including the city of Belz. With
this great Torah giant as their Rav, you would think that the
people of Belz would have felt lucky. However, they paid
the Bach very little. He didn’t even have enough money to
buy candles, so he learned at night by the light of the
moon.

Sadly, there were troublemakers who were the Roshei
Kehillah in the town. They used this as an opportunity to
speak lashon hara against their Rav. With a mean smirk
forming on his lips, one of them sneered, “What do you
know, we have a Rav who's only interested in sleeping!”

“What a chutzpah!” another one exclaimed. “How dare he
consider himself the Rav of a fine city like ours?!”

The Rav had an ehrlich shammes who was a very fine
person. Standing nearby, he was appalled by their
belligerent discussion. He tried to offer a more rational
perspective. “Perhaps the reason his house is dark is
because he doesn’t have money for candles.”

They dismissed the shammes’s rightful objection. “We
know our Rav is problematic,” someone rejoined. “Not
only is his house dark, but | passed by the Rav’s house

III

yesterday and it was freezing

“Can you imagine?!” another mocked, “Someone who
doesn’t even provide wood for his family!”

“This Rav has to go!” one of them declared.

Again, the shammes protested, boldly providing a more
likely explanation. “Maybe the reason he doesn’t have
wood is because we don’t pay him much of a salary. Even
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the money that we owe him, we haven’t paid in almost six
years.”

“Excuses! Excuses!” they crowed. “You’re naive! Maybe
excuses work for you, but they don’t work for us.”

The Bach did his best to keep his family warm. He would sit
and learn at night, freezing to the bone during those
extremely cold European winters. At one point, he gave all
his remaining food to his family. He felt like he was going
to faint, but he wouldn’t stop learning. Walking out of his
house into the freezing cold, he struggled through the deep
snow and came to the tavern.

“Please give me a cup of vodka,” he asked in a weak voice,
“so that | can warm myself and learn for the rest of the
night. | have no money, so I'll have to take it on credit.”

Sitting in the tavern, someone took note of this interaction.
When he saw his friend Chatzkel, who was from the Roshei
Kehillah, he passed on the news. “The Rabbi came into
the kreichma in the middle of the night and took a cup of
vodka on credit!”

Chatzkel called an emergency board meeting. He informed
them of this development and cried, “That’s a Rav?! | ask
you! That’s a Rav?!”

Another board member was quick to agree. “This is too
much. First, he sleeps the entire night, as we can clearly see
there’s no light in his house. In addition to that, he keeps
his family cold and hungry.”

”

“And now,” another piped up, “in the middle of the

freezing night, he comes for vodka!”

The Rav’s shammes valiantly defended his Rav. “The
reason he came for the vodka was because he was cold,
because you don’t pay him, and he wanted to be up the
entire night to learn!”

His persistence angered the others. “One more word out
of you, and you’re off the board!” one of them shouted.



“In that case,” the shammes announced, “please take me
off the board. bunch
machlokes and ba’alei lashon hara

You're all a of ba’alei

1

The quarrelsome board members didn’t appreciate
the shammes’s chutzpah.

“Where are his middos?!” Chatzkel was indignant. “Look at
him speaking lashon hara against the board! This is too
much to tolerate. We have decided once and for all that
Rav Yoel has to go! He is no longer the Rav of this town! Do
all members of the board agree?”

The shammes didn’t agree and continued to protest.
Chatzkel reminded him, “You’re off the board. All the
members who are still on the board agree—but who's
going to inform the Rav?”

Everyone demurred. They turned to the shammes,
disregarding his objections. “We are no longer paying the
Rav. Go tell him that he is fired. He should pack his bags
and leave.”

In response, the shammes had an earful for them. “If things
are going to change, you need to start paying him. | think

|Il

this town is like Sedom!” They gave him an inquisitive look,
and he plowed on. “It’s upside down. Instead of worrying
about where the Rav is getting his parnassah from, we
worry whether he’s learning enough. Do you know why
Hashem turned over Sedom? Because it was like this
town—everything topsy-turvy. The ba’alei batim worry
about the Torah of the Rav, and the Rav has to worry about
all the people in town who are starving because no one

gives tzedaka. It should be the other way around!”

They didn’t take his words kindly. Reminding him that he
still received a small salary as the Rav’'s meshamesh, they
sent him to the Rav right away, on erev Shabbos, to let him
that fired,
The shammes was very pained by their attitude. Loath to

know he was effective immediately.
disturb the Rav’s Shabbos, he flatly refused to go until

after Shabbos.

Hashem decided that the Bach’s Shabbos wouldn’t be
disturbed anyway. As the Bach continued learning, all of a
sudden he remarked, “I hear the birds, and their language
is becoming clear to me. What are the birds singing here
this erev Shabbos?” He listened intently. “The birds are
saying that I'm going to be the Rav in Cracow. They are
saying that even before Shabbos, sheluchim are going to
come with a k’sav Rabbanus from Cracow.”
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He called to his Rebbetzin, “We must prepare extra food
for Shabbos. We’re going to have three chushuv guests!”

The Rebbetzin was puzzled. “Three guests? Where are they
coming from? | think all the guests in Belz have already
been settled in houses.”

“No, no,” the Bach explained. “Three chashuv people are
coming from Cracow. | heard it from the birds.”

The Rebbetzin went and pawned whatever they had and
bought food for Shabbos.
messengers came thaterev Shabbosand presented

enough Sure enough,
the Bach with a k’sav Rabbanus. The Bach became the Rav
of Cracow, which was one of the greatest and largest cities

in all of Poland!

Right after that Shabbos, the Bach had another visitor. A
crying shammes arrived at the Bach’s door. Taking off his
shoes in aveilus, the shammes forced the words out of his
mouth. “Rebbi, | need to tell you something. They sent me
to inform you that you’re fired. Actually, they told me to
come before Shabbos, but | refused.”

Reflecting on the shammes’s words, the Bach declared,
“You were moiser nefesh not to shter my Shabbos. | will
give you a bracha that you should be zoche to special
children!” The shammes, who had not yet been zoche to
children, became the zaide of the Sar Shalom of Belz and
the Belzer Chasidus dynasty.

As for all those people who gave the Bach so much tzaros?
Years later, the government ordered the community to
relocate all of the bones from the old bais ha’kevaros to a
new location. The first step was to remove the bones from
the ground. There were some complications, and a delay
before they could rebury the bones. Meanwhile, they were
kept in the ezras nashim, hidden away in a box. It was only
for a short while, but people said they heard haunting
The Sar that
the neshamos of the people who hurt the Bach and still

sounds. Shalom said those were

hadn’t found peace.

A great lesson can be learned. The shammes remained firm
at all costs to defend the kavod of the Rav. He wasn’t told
the
Belzer Chasidic dynasty as a result. We do great things as

beforehand that he would be zocheto father

well. Imagine the simcha we would have if we knew of the
great reward we will receive for them in the olam ha’emes.
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Is it permissible to peel off wallpaper or re-attach wallpaper that has begun
to peel?

It is not permissible to peel off or reattach wallpaper.

Is it permissible to permanently close a button that cannot be reopened (such
as on a hospital band), or close a plastic cable tie that cannot be reopened?

According to many Poskim, one should not close permanent buttons or cable ties.

Is it permissible to take apart the bottom of a cardboard box (that is taped or
glued on the bottom) for the purpose of disposal?

An empty cardboard box (e.g. from a grocery delivery or a box of cereal etc.)
should not be ripped open in order to tear or fold the box for the purpose of
disposing it.

(G220

Is it permissible to move a fan, alarm clock, radiator, or other electric
appliances?

The answer depends on whether the appliance is currently on or off.

1. Electric appliances that are on it is permissible to move all of these items if
any of the following situations are true:

e Theitem is needed in a different location (litzorech gufo)

e Theitem’s current location is needed for another purpose (litzorech
mikomo)

e Theitem’s effect is bothersome in the current location (litzorech mikomo)

2. Electric appliances that are off

Electric appliances that are off are Muktze. According to some Poskim, they may not
even be handled for their use or the use of their place. According to these Poskim, a
Kli Shemilachto I'Issur (an item whose primary use is not permissible on Shabbos)
that does not have any permissible use on Shabbos, may not be handled even
litzorech gufo umekomo.

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The guestions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

Can | put some meat with gravy on top of the cholent pot to warm it up just for a few minutes?

QUESTION 2

What about just plain meat? Is that alright even if the meat is slightly rare (a little pink in the middle)?

QUESTION 3

Is there any reason not to put a non on the cholent pot to warm it up?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

| bought freeze-pops for my kids, but didn't separate them from each other. May | do that on naw?

Answer: There is a discussion amongst the opma whether one may open a package on it's perforation.
Some hold that it is the mpx of InNn, Making an exact cut. Others are lenient since the exactness is not
needed, rather the perforation is only there to make it easy to pull apart. However, in the case of freeze
pops there is more reason to be stringent, since if they are not pulled apart on the perforation they tend
to rip open, ruining the freeze-pop. Therefore, they should be separated before naw.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

What about opening them? Can | use a knife or scissors?

Answer: One may open something that is not a full-fledged "1 as long as he is not fashioning a nice and
neat opening. Cutting off the top of a freeze-pop does not seem to be an especially nice opening. Since
there is reason to say that a disposable item such as freeze-pops is not a full-fledged 92 (based on the 1N
ofpnpn and M>mn- see N ,/R-1"W'), one can open them with a knife. If no knife is available or a person doesn’t
want his child to use a knife, a MR 1NINODNW Y2 such as scissors may be used.

QUESTION 3

Can | break open a “crack-in-half" ices?

Answer: -“Crack-in-half" ices form a small even hole that allows someone to suck from it. This may possibly
be a nNanNNa-nice and neat opening, which the My mbw doesn'’t allow. If someone is opening one on Naw they
should try to open it in a way that the hole doesn’'t come out too neat.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Paint by Number

The following is a mashal from R’ Eli Teitelbaum.

King Henry was a strong yet benevolent leader,
who ruled his country with kindness and wisdom.
With his popular policies, robust economy, and
well-trained military, his country was well run,
and he was well-liked by the people. King Henry
was a talented fellow, skilled in many arts and
versed in many sciences. Far and wide, he was
admired for his proficiency in shooting, for his
knack of languages, and for his musical talent.

But the king himself was fondest of his ability to
paint.

King Henry loved painting. There was something
about brushing raw strokes over a blank canvas
and coaxing out a beautiful painting that kept his

spirits soaring. It felt so liberating, so relaxing, so
invigorating. When he was painting, the king was
always in a wonderful mood.

His passion for painting was so intense that he
longed to pass it on to his children, a legacy to
transmit to the dynasty that would follow for
generations after his death. Much to the king’s
consternation, however, his oldest son, Crown
Prince Charles, thought that mixing colors and
swiping brushes was dreadfully boring. He could
not understand what motivated his father to spend
his free time turning white canvases into works of
art.

“I’m not interested,” he would say, over and over,
when the king offered him lessons from the best
artists in the country. “Painting is just not for me.”

His brother William, just two years his junior, felt
the same. He had undergone rigorous medical
training, and despite his youth, was considered
one of the most brilliant doctors in the country.
He tried his hand at the brushes and paints, just to
please his father, but it was a half-hearted attempt
that did not produce anything worthy of being
called a painting.

King Henry had been blessed with ten sons, each
talented and bright, but one by one, they turned
down his offer of art lessons. “It’s not my type,”
said one. “I can’t stand the smell of paint,” said
another. “It’s so tedious and time consuming!”
complained a third.

Only David, the king’s youngest son, displayed
an interest in his father’s beloved hobby. As a
child, he loved sitting curled up on a chair beside
his father’s easel, watching the brushstrokes
transform the canvas. While art wasn’t his strong
point, he was willing to take lessons and learn to
paint.



The only problem was that Prince David was
colorblind. He had difficulty differentiating
between shades and often confused similar colors.
While his condition was not severe enough to
affect his everyday life, an artist needs to be
acutely attuned to the tints and hues that make up
the colors on a canvas. David was missing the
ability to notice these fine differences.

Still, a king is a king, and there are few limits to a
king’s desires. If his youngest son was willing to
learn to paint, then King Henry was determined to
find someone capable of teaching him. He sent
out notices to the entire country, seeking an artist
capable of teaching a colorblind man to paint.

Despite the tremendous reward offered by the
king, however, no one came forward to answer his
advertisement. This was because even the most
talented teacher cannot impart skills to one who is
missing the basic tools necessary for learning.
Just as a newborn can’t be taught to walk,
someone who is colorblind can’t be taught to
paint. All the money in the world would not make
a difference.

But a king is a king, and he was not ready to give
up so quickly. He spread his advertisement past
the borders of his kingdom into all the
neighboring lands and then further from there. If
the person he sought did not exist within the
confines of his own country, perhaps the king
would find him elsewhere.

One day, word of King Henry’s offer reached the
ears of a particular artist in a faraway land. Felipe,
as he was called, was not just a talented painter,
but also a brilliant man. Wasting no time, he
wrote to the king’s palace, offering his services as
one with the ability to teach a color-blind man to
paint.

When the king received Felipe’s letter, he was
overjoyed. He did not mind that retaining the
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services of the foreign artist would entail a long
journey to the artist’s native land. He did not mind
David’s extended absence from the kingdom
while he learned to paint. Finally, someone had
agreed to teach his son to paint! Just thinking
about it was intoxicating.

Soon, arrangements were made, and before long,
the prince and his entourage were on their way to
the country where Felipe lived. When they finally
arrived, they were warmly welcomed and shown
to their guest quarters. It took a day or two for
David to recover from the rigors of the journey,
and then he was ready for his first lesson.

Felipe led the young prince into his studio and
closed the door. “I am about to teach you the
secrets of painting, secrets that you may never
reveal to anyone else. Do | have your word that
you will not reveal to anyone anything you learn
here?”

The prince nodded solemnly. “Yes. I give you my
word.”

“Look at this painting here,” Felipe began,
pointing at a beautiful painting standing on an
easel. It was a scenic painting, featuring a lush
green meadow and a lone cow grazing under the
glimmering sun. “You, my prince, will be able to
paint this painting in just six hours time.”

David’s mouth fell open. “You mean it?” he
asked eagerly. “You know that I am colorblind,
right? And you still can teach me to paint that in
just six hours?”

“I can teach you in less than six minutes,” Felipe
said with a smile. “And after I teach you, it will
take you about six hours to complete. You will
need a lot of patience, but in the end, you will
have mastered a painting just like this one.”



David peered more closely at the scene. The
blended colors swirled before him in a dizzying
blur, but he trusted the artist and waited for him
to provide more insight.

Felipe removed the painting from the easel and
replaced it with a blank, white canvas. “Here
comes the secret I want to teach you,” he said.
“Look closely at the canvas, David. And then tell
me, is it really empty?”’

David squinted. ‘“No,” he responded after a
moment. “It has numbers on it, written in very
light charcoal.”

“That is correct,” Felipe confirmed. He indicated
toward a nearby table, where rows of colored
paints were lined up stiffly, like soldiers. “Look
at the covers of the paint jars. Do you see that each
one has a number?”

“Yes!” the prince exclaimed, understanding
dawning. “Do you mean... do the numbers on the
paint jars correspond with the numbers on the
canvas?”

“Absolutely,” Felipe said, smiling under his
mustache. “I see that you have a bright and quick
mind. The secret | would like to teach you is
called ‘paint by number’. I have numbered this
canvas so that you can brush on the correct color
without understanding colors and shades at all.
All you have to do is use the paint that
corresponds with the number on the canvas, and
the end result will be a beautiful painting.”

He spent a few minutes showing David the correct
way to hold and clean the brushes and then
stepped back, allowing his royal student to begin
his first painting. David picked up a dark shade of
green that was labeled “one”. With careful
strokes, he brushed it onto all the areas of the
canvas labeled “one”. He then moved on to the
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rest of the numbers, carefully working his way
over the entire painting.

Several hours later, an exultant David stood
before his completed painting. There was a dab of
yellow paint on his nose, but nothing could hide
his smile. He had done it! He couldn’t tell the
difference between all the blue shades labeled
with different numbers, and he even had trouble
differentiating between the reds and the greens,
but the painting on his canvas was beautiful
nonetheless.

“This 1s amazing!” he declared, pumping Felipe’s
hand excitedly. “This is a painting worthy of a
true artist!”

“That’s true,” the foreign artist agreed. “But you
must remember that nothing changed regarding
your ability to view colors properly. You are still
colorblind, David. You were only able to paint
this properly because you followed the numbers
on the canvas precisely.”

David’s face clouded over. “But then what will I
do when I go home?” he asked despondently. “I
don’t really know how to paint. I only know how
to copy the numbers!”

“My prince, you have nothing to worry about,”
Felipe said soothingly. “I will send you home
with an array of canvases, each one numbered to
create a magnificent painting. Additionally, if you
have the desire to paint a specific scene, you can
send me a letter, and | will send you back a
numbered canvas to use. All you’ll have to do is
apply the correct paint to the correct spot on the
canvas, and the painting will come out beautiful.”

Just a few days after he arrived, David prepared
to part from his art teacher. “I can’t thank you
enough,” he said emotionally. “My father will
surely reward you handsomely. Despite my



condition, you have given me the tools and the
ability to paint.”

“David, it was an honor to teach you,” Felipe said.
“But | must reiterate that you can never deviate
from the numbers on the canvas if you want to
succeed. Even if your paintings garner admiration
and praise, you must not forget that you still do
not have the ability to paint on your own. Your
success hinges on following the numbers.
Otherwise, it will be a disaster. For your own
sake, David, do not forget this. Goodbye, and may
you be blessed!”

David waved as the horses took off in a cloud of
dust. Stowed in the back of the wagon was a stack
of blank canvases, a crate of numbered paint cans,
and two completed paintings to show his father.
The prince turned around for a final glimpse at the
wise man who had found a way to make King
Henry’s dreams come true.

When Prince David returned home, his father
came down to meet him. “Did he succeed? Are
you able to paint?”

“Yes, Father,” the prince said, and his servant
stepped forward with the two completed
paintings. “I painted these.”

“Nice,” the king said, impressed. “Not bad for a
beginner. And it’s impossible to tell that you are
colorblind! That man is a genius! My son is a real
artist! Rest up, David, and when you’re up to it, |
want to see you paint something new. Ah, it
means so much to me that you have taken up this
hobby.”

The following morning, an art studio was set up
for the prince. David selected one of the canvases,
that of a ship sailing at sea, and set it up on the
easel. He didn’t mind painting by number; he
found it mindless and relaxing. He picked up the
jar labeled eleven and began dabbing paint onto
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all the elevens on the canvas. This was followed
by six and then twelve and then three...

At some point, the king stopped by to watch. It
gave him such pleasure to watch his son fill in the
white spaces in the sea with shades of grey and
black and even yellow. “It’s truly amazing,” he
murmured, watching the image take shape on the
easel.

When the painting was ready, the king showed it
off to everyone in sight. “My David painted this,”
he proudly told his ministers at the cabinet
meeting. “Yes, my little colorblind prince was
able to paint this. He takes after me...”

Needless to say, the money King Henry sent to
Felipe was a lot more than the reward promised.
“You fulfilled my directive in a way that far
surpassed my expectations,” he wrote in a letter
to the artist. “David is painting like a professional,
all without being able to see colors properly. You
are incredibly talented.”

Over the next few months, David painted many
different pictures. He painted a rider on horseback
and a growling lion. He painted calm waters and
stormy seas. He painted a village scene and a
market scene and a breathtaking mountain scene.
The more he painted, the more he perfected his
technique of brushing on the paint in a way that
blended naturally into the colors around it.

The compliments poured in from all sides.
David’s paintings were hung in the palace
hallways, where they were viewed by guests and
high-ranking officials. One nobleman even
wanted to buy one the paintings as a gift for his
wife. Wherever he went, he was praised for his
beautiful artwork and natural talent.

Soon, David began to believe the compliments he
heard. He forgot about the condition that affected
his ability to notice different hues, and began to



think of himself as a real artist, capable of
producing paintings on his own. Who needed
Felipe’s numbers? His artistic abilities were
already honed enough to create works of art
without help.

He began to disregard the pale numbers dotting
the canvas. “There’s no difference between all
these shades of blue,” he mumbled to himself as
he stared at five different cans of painted, all blue,
labeled five, six, seven, eight, and nine. It was
much easier to use just the number eight on all
those numbers on the canvas.

Suddenly, David’s paintings began to resemble a
kindergarten project. Large splatters of green and
blobs of solid navy sat on the canvas where a row
of bushes should have rested beside a placid lake.
It was impossible to tell what was the sky and
what was the lake... it wasn’t possible to tell what
the picture was meant to be at all...

King Henry was taken aback by the sudden
downturn of his son’s abilities, but he attributed it
to David’s busy schedule, which didn’t leave
enough time for art. But when the prince
produced a painting that displayed a green sunset
over a forest of red trees, the king realized that his
son’s colorblindness was at fault. For a while, it
had seemed that Felipe had managed to teach
David to paint despite his condition, but now, the
king realized that it had all been some sort of trick.
David’s colorblindness was hindering his ability
to paint.

After all the money Felipe had been paid, David
still could not paint! The king traced his finger
over the green sunset, his temper flaring. What a
scoundrel. What a trickster! With a flick of his
finger, he ordered messengers to travel to the
country where Felipe lived to bring the man.
Felipe deserved death for his impudence!
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When the artist arrived a few weeks later, he was
calm and level headed. “Your Majesty,” he said
carefully. “Your son has a condition that affects
his ability to see colors. No one in the world can
teach him to see colors. But you wanted him to
paint, and so | gave him the tools to paint despite
the fact that he does not see colors. | gave him
paints, labeled by number, and canvases with
corresponding numbers. He does not have to
differentiate between the tints. All he has to do is
follow the numbers, and then he can paint.”

The king was silent for a moment. His face
cleared and a small smile came to his lips. “You
are a wise man,” he told the artist. “Thanks to you,
my son was able to paint many beautiful
paintings. But now, it’s a disaster! Look at this
painting! How could he have put green in the
sunset?!”

“He grew too confident in his abilities,” Felipe
said quietly. “He looks at his successful paintings,
and thinks he knows how to do it, and so he
disregards the numbers on the canvas.”

The king summoned his son, shaking his head
sadly. “David,” he said when the prince stood
before him. “You could have been a great artist!
You had everything you needed to produce world
class paintings! But you were a fool! You thought
you knew better, that you possessed the ability to
decide which colors go where. Now the secret is
out. Now we know that you are not truly an artist.
And you have no one to blame but yourself.”

**k*

We are sent down to this world in order to paint a
beautiful portrait. However, we do not always
have the ability to understand which shades of
paint to add to our painting. Which colors look
best where?



To our good fortune, we were given numbered
canvases and numbered paint cans. We have six-
hundred-thirteen colors of paint, in various shades
and hues, with exact instructions of what to put
where. These are the Torah and mitzvos.

Some of the mitzvos we were given are chukim,
and they are difficult to understand. But this
should not affect our ability to produce a beautiful
painting. In a paint by number, there’s no need to
understand why certain colors go on certain spots
in the canvas. The portrait was already outlined
by the Master Painter. All we need to do is follow
the numbers — even without understanding why —
and our painting will be beautiful.
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They shall take from the dust of the burning of the sin offering and place on it living

waters in a vessel. (Bemidbar 19:17)

This pasuk is talking about the Parah Adumabh.
And what was the Parah Adumah?

It was essentially a sin offering, a korban chatas.
This kind of offering possesses great kedushah. A
korban chatas is considered kodshei kodoshim. This is
the highest level of offerings.

However, the Parabh Adumabh is not actually
offered on the Mizbeach. It is rather burned to ashes
outside Beis Hamikdash.

And, the ashes left over after the burning of the
offering are just a remembrance of what was. They
are a mere residue that lacks any real content of what
used to be a korban.

Nevertheless, since these ashes come from a
korban, they still have great kedushah. If they are

combined with mayim chayim, water drawn from a

running spring, they have the power to purify those
who are impure and thereby render them fit for
avodas Beis Hamikdash.

It says in Sefer Taam v’Daas that we can learn an
important lesson from here. Every Jew comes from
holy stock. Each one of us has many generations
of tzaddikim in his lineage. Furthermore, our souls
come from a supremely holy place. It’s just that our
aveiros have burnt us up, so we are mere ashes of what
we used to be. Some people have been so consumed
by the fire that it is hardly recognizable at all that
they belong to the holy Jewish people.

But we can still return to our original purity and

regain our former kedushah. And this is learned from

Parah Adumabh.

All we have to do is connect ourselves to the
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mayim chayim, to the Torah Hakedoshah, which
is compared to a well of living waters. Because
when the ashes of Parah Adumah are combined
with the mayim chayim, they acquire special
purifying powers. Similarly, we can return to our
roots and ascend to high levels of kedushah and
taharah.

This is why no Jew should ever despair of himself.
He has holy roots. His soul was hewed from a place
of purity. To regain it, he needs to devote himself to
Torah learning, because without the mayim chayim
of Torah, he is just burnt ashes.

But with the mayim chayim of Torah learning, he
is something very great indeed.

The truth is that combining ashes with
mayim chayim is the very basis of the human
being. A person’s body is created from the dust
of the earth, and by virtue of Hashem breathing
the soul of life into it, it becomes a live human
being.

This shows that only if mayim chayim are
combined with a person made from dust, by means
of Torah learning, does he become a completed
human being. Without the mayim chayim he
remains a clump of earth.

This applies not just to humanity as a whole but
also to each individual, every day.

Hashem recreates the world every day, and
when a person goes through a day without learning
Torah, it is like he isn’t even alive that day. He is

like a dry, lifeless clump of earth. Only when his
earthiness is combined with mayim chayim does a

pure and holy soul come out.

This could also explain why Jews prostrate
themselves on the graves of zzaddikim and embrace
their dust. It is because the place has the holiness of
the tzaddik buried there, and tzaddikim are even
greater in their death than during their lives.

However, this works only when the holy dust
is combined with the living waters of the Torah.
This means that the person who is visiting the
kever recalls and thinks about the deeds of the
tzaddik, how he conducted when he was alive,
how careful he was about every mitzvah, how
much he devoted himself to avodas Hashem and
limud hatorah. When the holy dust combines
with the living waters of Torah, the holiness and
purity comes out, in the merit of the tzaddik, and
the gates of Heaven open to pour out a wealth of

blessings.

This does not happen if the holy dust remains
without water. In other words, if people just go to
kivrei tzaddikim without learning from the ways of
the #zaddik. This won’t help anything. Light and

blessing will never come from that.

But if a person sets himself to follow the ways
of our holy forefathers and learn from their deeds,
about him is said:

WODK T3 WK IKIW> Ay 273y - You

are My servant; Yisrael, in you I take pride.!

1 Yeshayahu 49:3.
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Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify Me before the eyes of the people of

Yisrael. (Bemidbar20:12)

The Torah tells us about sins committed by
the greatest people in the world. Such as Moshe
Rabbeinu, for instance. The Torah says about him
here, “Because you did not believe in Me to sanctify
Me.” We are told also about the sins of the sons of
Yaakov, and of David Hamelech, and of many other
tzaddikim as well.

Obviously, the Torah wants us to know all this.
And it’s not to lessen their value in our eyes. Their
sins do not diminish their honor at all. We all know
that Moshe Rabbeinu did not merit entering Eretz
Yisrael, yet the Torah says about him fiwn ow nn -
“Moshe died there, teaching that he died by a kiss
from Hashem. The Torah would not tell us that
Hashem loved him so greatly if it wanted to lessen
his value in our eyes.

Similarly, Yaakov’s sons are viewed by us as the
spiritual giants they were. They are the revered
founders of the Jewish nation. And David is our
king forever, he is Mashiach Hashem, he is the
wondrously saintly author of Sefer Tehillim.

So why does the Torah recount their misdoings, if

we are meant to treat them with the greatest respect?

It’s to show us and teach us how very careful
we need to be about guarding ourselves from sin.
Sometimes we think that the Yerzer Hara is busy
with other people, with all those empty and clueless
people wandering around out there. But I, who have
accepted upon myself the yoke of Torah and mitzvos,
who keep Shabbos scrupulously and learn as much
Torah as possible — I am not going to do stupid things
and get tricked by the Yerzer Hara into aveiros.

So the Torah comes and tells us that even the
holiest people that ever lived sometimes stumbled
and sinned. If the great were not always successful

1 Devarim 34:5.
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in avoiding aveiros, there is no reason we should
consider ourselves immune from sin. So we need to
be very, very careful. We need to daven to Hashem
at all times to save us from sins and spiritual failures,
from evil and from anything resembling it.

And there is another message here as well. Let’s
say we were guilty every once in a while of certain
sins such as lashon hara, bitul Torah, a little hatred
and envy and quarreling. We might assume that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu will not be too upset with us,
and will let us off the hook. Because, after all, we are
good Jews who learn Torah and keep mizzvos and are
trying to do the right thing.

So the Torah comes and warns us that it is not so.
The greatest and holiest people in the world, when
they sinned, Hashem did not let them go. Not at all.
He was exacting with them, down to a hairsbreadth.
They were punished severely for even the subtlest of

sins. So we better be really careful!

Sometimes a person feels good about himself.
Let’s say he learned for several hours with great
hasmadah, or he really put himself out to do a
chesed, or he davened with intense kavanah, or
something like that. He feels he is on good terms
with Hakadosh Baruch Hu, and allows himself to
lighten up his efforts a little in Torah and mitzvos.
It’s “not so terrible” to engage in a bit of idle talk, to
spend a little time taking it easy with friends, to read
the newspaper a little, to read a not-so-kosher book,

etc. So he thinks.

This is the biggest mistake a person can make.
Hashem is exacting with those close to Him, down to
a hairsbreadth. Even if they are the greatest people in
the world, and Hashem loves them so much that He
gives them a kiss, so to speak. We for sure need to be

meticulous about what we do, and only this will make
us especially beloved by Hakadosh Baruch Hu.
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Since you did not believe in Me, to sanctify Me before the eyes of the Israelites,

therefore you shall not bring this congregation to the land that I have given to them.
They are the Waters of Contention, that the Israelites contended with Hashem, and
He was sanctified in their midst. (Bemidbar 20:12-13)

“To sanctify Me” - If you had spoken to the rock, and it would have brought forth its

waters, I would have been sanctified before the eyes of the congregation. They would

have said, “If this rock — which doesn’t speak and doesn’t hear and doesn’t need

sustenance — fulfills the word of Hashem, surely we should do so.” (Rashs)

One of the central subjects of this parshah is the sin
of Moshe at the rock, as a result of which he was not
allowed to enter Eretz Yisrael. This greatly changed
the course of Jewish history. If Moshe Rabbeinu had
entered the Land, Beis Hamikdash would never have
been destroyed, and everything would be different.

Moshe’s sin was thus a monumental event. But
what was his sin? What did he do wrong?

Rashi has a certain way of explaining it. Hashem
told Moshe to speak to the rock, and instead of
speaking to it, he hit it. He struck the rock with his
staff.

This communicates a very basic point. It is basic to
Judaism that we fulfill Hashem’s commands because
He tells us to do so, not because He forces us. Judaism
is built on the concept of 127X YXW» My M1,
“He chooses His people Yisrael out of love.” Hashem
loves us, and we, too, need to love Him. Those who
love each other don't hit each other. If they need to
hit each other, it is a different kind of relationship
altogether.

Standing at the rock, Moshe presented a metaphor
to the Jewish people. He said to them, X3 wnw
DM - “Listen, now, you rebellious people.” Are you
watching? When I communicate with the rock, it will

fulfill my will. Why don’t you do so? And then he hit
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the rock. He struck it with his staff.

But he should have spoken to it, thereby
demonstrating that even a rock, when you speak to it,
reacts and gives water. And the message is: Why, when
Hashem speaks to you, don’t you listen?

This is how Rashi explains the matter. According
to his approach, we indeed learn from this story a very
important lesson.

Other offer additional

explanations. The Obr Hachayim presents eleven

Commentators

possible interpretations of the event. Clearly, there
are profound matters here, but we will focus on the
messages that are particularly relevant to us.

One such message emerges from the Rambam’s
explanation.

The chain of tradition is a key point in the Jewish
outlook. It is an important and sensitive subject.
Judaism’s opponents, both inside and outside, direct
their attacks to this point.

The Torah has two parts. There is the doraisa part,
the “Biblical” part, and there is the d7abbanan part, the
“Rabbinical” part. The strictly “Biblical” mitzvos are
those that are stated expressly in the Chumash, in the
Written Torah. Hashem gave us Chamishah Chumshei
Torah, and it says in them to dwell in a sukkah, to put



on tefillin, to eat matzah on Pesach, and so forth.
However, in addition to that, there is the Oral Torah.
It is what Hakadosh Baruch Hu gave over to Moshe,
but not in written form. It contains the explanation
and the details of all the mzizzvos.

This issue of the chain of tradition is not a new one.
It existed way back in early Talmudic times. So we see
from the story of the non-Jew who came to Hillel and
asked Hillel to convert him to Judaism, but requested
to be taught only the Written Torah, not the Oral
Torah, as he did not trust the chain of tradition.

This is a very deep subject. The Oral Torah is
not just a commentary on the Written Torah. The
Talmud constitutes the basis of all the halachos and it
is composed of several parts.

One part is that in which the Sages derive halachos
from the Written Torah by means of the Thirteen
Homiletical Principles, the nw T3 mnaw mmn
1m2. In this part, we find a lot of disagreements. R.
Akiva says like this and R. Yishmael says like that,
R. Meir says such and such and R. Yehudah has a
different view. And there are rules for determining the
Halachah in such cases.

Just how strong is the authority of Chazal? To what
extent may we rely on them? What is the answer to all
of Judaism’s opponents who claim that Chazal acted
on their own accord, that they made up mitzvos such as
reading the Megilah on Purim and lighting Chanukah
candles, the prohibition of muktzeh on Shabbos, and
others? How do we know we can rely absolutely on
what Chazal said?

To sharpen the question: we see that between the
Sages of the Talmud themselves, there were thousands
of disagreements. Almost every daf of Gemara has
at least one machlokes in it. Thus we utilize various
methods to decide the Halachah. Here we say the
Halachah is in accordance with Abaye’s view, and there
we say it accords with his rival, Rava. And so forth.

After the Gemara came the Rishonim: Rashi says
like this, Tosafos say like that, Rabbeinu Tam has
such and such a view, while the Rif takes a different
approach.

Until this day, there is hardly a question in Halachah
that a person won't get different answers to, if he goes
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and asks different rabbis about it.

This is one of the main points that our ideological
opponents attack us on. And many faithful Jews are
confused about the matter themselves. It is thus a
crucial subject. so let’s go into it.

One of the principles of our faith, as stated in the
Sidduy, is as follows:

TN NXIIW TNYW T3INNA 'NNN IR
AN XYY ,DOTONRXR AN DYwi YOY a9
PINX DRI MY DNTPY DNy - |
believe with perfect faith that the prophecy
of Moshe Rabbeinu, may peace be upon him,
was true, and that he was the chief prophet,
both of those who preceded him and of
those who followed him.

We believe that there is a fundamental difference
between the prophecy of Moshe Rabbeinu and that
of other prophets. This difference is illustrated by the
following allegory.

Lets say a certain rabbi delivers a shiur, a
Torah lesson, and he has two students. Both are
knowledgeable, honest and intelligent. And each
repeats the shiur to someone else. Although they both
heard it from the same rabbi at the same time, and
now attempt to say over the shinr exactly as they heard
it, there will inevitably be differences between their
renderings. This is because each one absorbs what
he heard into himself, into his personality, and from
there he transmits it to others, in his own unique way.

The same applies to prophecy. Chazal say that
no two prophets prophesize in the same style.! Two
prophets that receive the same prophetic message
from Hashem, when they come to transmit it to their
listeners, the message will not be exactly the same.
Each one will transmit it in his own style and with his
own personality.

This is how it worked with all other prophets, but
it was not that way with Moshe Rabbeinu. He did not
have his own style and personality when it came to

1 Sanhedrin 89a.



prophecy. If there would be another Moshe Rabbeinu
in the world, and both of them would prophesize,
the words would be exactly the same. Both of them
would say ¥INT NXY DY DR DOPYR X712 IOWRII
and so on with the rest of the Torah. The words of
Moshe’s prophecy had nothing of Moshe’s personality
or understanding in them. It was Hashem’s word in its
purest form.

This is one of the Torah’s basic tenets. Moshe
Rabbeinu transmitted Hashem’s Word exactly as it is.
If we would hear those words directly from Hashem’s
mouth, they would sound the same and be the same. It
would be the identical DpYx 872 MOWKIA.

This concept is fundamental to understanding
Moshes sin at the rock, according to the approach of
the Rambam, as we will explain.

The Jewish people gathered before Moshe and
complained that they don’thave water, because Miriam
passed away and the miraculous well disappeared. This
was not just a complaint that Miriam is sorely lacking.
It was a claim against Moshe. They came with claims
against Moshe. When Moshe heard this, he got angry,
and said to them: D1;1 X3 1WnNW — “Listen, now, you
rebellious people!” You are stubborn people, he told
them. He then said on 0% »oxn i yhon i -
“Shall we bring out water for you from this rock?” and
thereupon picked up his staft and struck the rock.

According to Rashi, the sin was hitting the rock
instead of speaking to it. But according to Rambam,
the sin was getting angry.

What was so terrible about that?

Moshe Rabbeinu, as we explained, was like a clear
mirror, 78N X719790K. He had no hue of his own
that colored Hashem’s Word. Everything Moshe
did was reflective of Hashem's Word. He was a pure
expression of Hashem. In other words, if someone
would get up in the morning, and Moshe Rabbeinu
would say good morning to him, it meant that
Hashem Himself, so to speak, is saying to him good
morning. If Moshe would reprove someone, and say,
“I think it’s time that you starting learning with a little
more hasmadah,” it meant that this word of reproval is
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coming straight from Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

So when Moshe Rabbeinu got angry, the Jewish
people understood that Hashern is angry. But
Hashem was not actually angry. Hashem does not
get upset when someone asks for water. People need
water. However, the Jewish people understood from
Moshe’s reaction that Hashem is angry with them for
requesting water, and they claimed that they indeed
have the right to ask for water.

This was Moshe’s sin. Everything that Moshe did
reflected Hashem’s Word, but here there was a mistake.
It was an exception to the rule. Hashem did not want
the people to think that He is angry with them. That
is a chilul Hashem. It desecrates Hashemn's Name if it
looks like He gets angry at people who ask for water.

This brings us to a very important point.

As we explained, everything Moshe Rabbeinu did
purely reflected Hashem’s deeds, but one time he
did something that was not Hashem’ deed, and this
caused a lot of damage.

The question is like this: if, one time, Moshe acted
not in the name of Hashem, how can we know that
the rest of the time it was in the name of Hashem? This
brings us back to the question of how much authority
does the Torah have, since it is ultimately based on
human beings?

A person could argue that he wants to hear
Hashem’s Torah, not a human being’s Torah, but we
received most of the Torah from human beings. We
might try to answer him by saying that these people
were perfected human beings. But then he will reply
that if they are perfect, why do they argue so much?
If each claims that the other is mistaken, perhaps in
truth they both are mistaken?

The answer emerges from the following teaching
of R. Saadia Gaon, who asked like this: A prophet
comes along, such as Yirmeyahu, for instance, and
prophesizes, saying, “So spoke Hashem...” How do we
know that Yirmeyahu is in fact a prophet of Hashem?
Because it was handed down to us by tradition that
he was. Yeshayahu declared that Yirmeyahu was a true
prophet, and Hoshea declared that Yeshayahu was a
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true prophet, and Shmuel declared so about Hoshea.
Thus we have an unbroken chain of testimony that
Yirmeyahu was a true prophet of Hashem. And
Yirmeyahu tells us that Hashem said such and such.

But that just brings us to the niggling question of
whether a true prophet can sometimes speak falsely.
Does his innate nature force him to always say the
truth, like a machine that spits out information, or is
he capable of speaking falschood?

If we say he can't speak falsehood, then he is a
machine; he is not a human being. Because a human
being, by definition, has free choice to do right or
wrong. Thus, even a prophet is capable of speaking
falsely. If so, how can we know that he spoke the truth?

The Rambam gives us signs by which we can
test whether someone is a true prophet or not.2
Nevertheless, as we explained, even such a prophet is
capable of speaking falsely. So how can we be sure that
what he says is the Word of Hashem, if he is capable of
falsehood?

R. Saadia Gaon answered as follows. Past, present
and future are all the same to Hashem. He knows the
future like He knows the past. And He promised us
that if He knows that this person will speak falsely, He
will not send him to us as a prophet in the first place.
Hashem promised us that He will send us only people
who will speak truthfully.

This explains the whole matter.

When Yeshayahu says things in the name of
Hashem, we don’t believe in his words because he
is the prophet Yeshayahu, but because of Hashem's
promise regarding prophets. Hashern commanded
us: WNWN POX — “You shall listen and obey [the
prophet].” This command is also a promise. Hashem
promises that He will examine the prophets, and if He
sees that they won't tell the truth, He will not allow
them to prophesize in the first place. Those who do

2 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Yesodei Hatorah ch. 10.
3 Devarim 18:15.
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prophesize will only be the ones who will speak the
Word of Hashem in absolute truth and honesty.

In other words, when Hashemn commanded us
to listen to the prophets, this is a promise that the
prophets will be reliable, and when we embrace the
words of the prophets, it is not because we know the
prophets to be godly and infallible. Indeed, they were
tremendously perfected and uplifted human beings.
Nevertheless, we want to receive the Torah from
Hashem. To that end, Hashemn promised that the
Torah will be transmitted to us in a true and accurate
manner.

This applies to Moshe Rabbeinu as well. Moshe
wrote in the Torah, in Hashemn’s name, that refillin
need to contain certain specific passages written
on parchment, and he also transmitted to us that
the zefillin need to be black and square. And that a
mezuzah needs to fulfill such and such requirements.
And that the other mitzvos need to be done according
their specific halachos as stated.

Is Moshe Rabbeinu capable of speaking falschood?
Definitely. Because if not, he is not a human being,
but a machine. So how can we know that he spoke the
truth? Because Hashem promised us, 108 2 DN
oY — “They will believe also in you, [Moshe,]
forever.”* Hashem declared that we may trust Moshe
Rabbeinu like we trust Hashem, because everything
Moshe Rabbeinu will say is 100% correct.

Once in history, it happened that Moshe Rabbeinu
acted like a human being when transmitting Hashem’s
Torah. Moshe got angry, like a human being, and this
anger did not accurately reflect the word of Hashem.

As a result, Moshe forfeited his role as the leader of
the Jewish people. It was decreed that he will not bring
the people into Ererz Yisrael.

This was Moshe’s sin at the rock, according to the

Rambam’s approach.

4 Shemos 19:9.
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