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Keeping the Hashpo’ah

2P URID WIN 1R I2TH ATYR 9 DRIY? 73 IRAN
NTY? DN M KDY 10V 12pM D710 DY NPM W1pa oY)
(3-8 ,9) IR YY1 NYH S %N

The Kli Yakar points out that the pasuk never mentions
that Klal Yisrael was maspid Miriam Haneviyah or cried
over her loss. It just says that she was nifteres, and then
they buried her. He explains that is why the
next pasuk says that they lost the be’er. Klal Yisrael was
punished with losing the be’er because they didn’t
properly eulogize the tzaddeikes in whose zechus the
water was given.

There is another lesson that can be learned. Rav Hutner
famously explained the phrase that when
a tzaddik is niftar he is 'n 93% m paw — “he left life to all
living” Rav Hutner explains this to mean that when
a gadol is niftar, his hashpa’ah isn’t removed from this
world; it remains here for someone else to take it over.
When a person follows in the ways of that gadol, it’s as
if the gadolis continuing his hashpa’ah through that
person.

The same applied to Miriam. The be’er came in
her zechus, but just because she was nifteres doesn’t
mean the be’er would have to stop. If Klal Yisrael would
learn from her and try to continue her hashpa’ah, then
it would be considered as if she was still alive and
the be’er Miriam would continue. But Klal Yisrael
wasn’t maspid Miriam sufficiently; they didn’t try to
learn from her ways and continue her hashpa’ah. nnm
DY 9apm 0N ow. They buried her without thinking
about her maalos, and that is why they lost the be’er —
nTYY o 0 RYY. When a gadol is niftar, it’s important
to try to internalize his qualities, because they are now
available for the taking!

NAW NTIVO? NN "AT

Ruchniyus Food

mny D1IXNN NIPHYN NNY NYh1 DpoRa Dy) 2™
:9P%pn DN%2 N¥R NV DN PR ONY PR 2D 12TH1

(7 ,82)
OP%p IMIRIP DR YHA 1NNY 1Y - HIYpn onYa

YR T WY DY PN VNATPY NN NN TNY 1INR
(0"97) :RININ PRI DIINY

Rashi tells us that Klal Yisrael complained about
the mann because it was D1aR2a Y923, and they thought
it could cause them to explode. The question is obvious
— Kilal Yisrael had been eating the mann for close to
forty years already, and they never had an issue. How
could they complain that it would cause them harm?

The mefarshim explain (see Ha’amek Davar) that Klal
Yisrael understood that the hanhagah they had in
the midbar was temporary. They understood that in
the midbar they were living on nissim, but now that
getting close to Eretz Yisrael,
to b’derech
The mann was a maachal ruchni — that is why it was
D282 YY), But now, as they approached the end of
the forty years and they were preparing to enter Eretz
believed that

the hanhagah of derech neis was ending and derech

they were

the hanhagah would  switch hateva.

Yisrael, Klal Yisrael
hateva was beginning. At this point, Klal Yisrael couldn’t
fathom that they could continue to exist on a maachal
ruchni and that it would be able to be p»ara yba
without causing them harm.

But this was a mistake. The Ramban writes that a Yid is
really a ruchniyusdig briah and can survive
on ruchniyus, just as Moshe Rabbeinu was able to
survive without food and sleep for forty days when he
went up to Shamayim. Eliyahu HaNavi as well, says the
Ramban, is living with his guf being nourished
by ruchniyus. A Yid isn’t a human being — he is
a malach, and a Yid, even with hanhagas hateva, can

survive on ruchniyus. Rav Chaim Volozhin writes that all

r
CHAYEINaweeh l)/ Shabbos Inspiration
3



NAW NTIVO? NN "1

food has a ruchniyus and gashmiyus aspect and when
we learn while eating, 710 27 D12 W1 1YIRY NVOHY,
we can get nourishment from the ruchniyus aspect —
just like the mann!

The Donkey’s Vision

D 77 MOYY N DYYIY IR PNRD 2 NR ‘D NRON
(N3 ,22) : 0931 YWHU N7 noon

The Steipler (Birchas Peretz) quotes the Medrash that
Hashem doesn’t allow animals to speak, because if they
would, humans wouldn’t be able to make them work —
as we see that the donkey, the most foolish animal, was
able to outsmart Bilaam, who was achacham
sheb’chachamim.

The Steipler explains that an animal doesn’t have its
own seichel, so if it speaks, it will be absolute truth. A
human being, as smart as he is, has his negios and

agendas which warp his intellect. Bilaam was a
tremendous chacham, yet when all the signs were
pointing to the fact that he shouldn’t curse the Yidden,
his agenda to harm them overpowered his seichel. The
donkey, who doesn’t know any cheshbonos, just sees
the obvious truth — the emes 'amito.

The Medrash (Parshas Vayigash) derives

from Bilaam that nn2nn ovn 1Y R PTA 0PN N MR
ANNIN 2392 TINYY H13 P01 RY DYIYN NINIR YV DON DYYa

V" 197 1INR Y. The Steipler explains that in this world
a person has all types of convoluted excuses to explain
his actions, but when he gets up to the Olam Ha'emes,
he will be faced by absolute truth and all his calculations
will simply disappear.

We learn from Bilaam that as smart as we are, we need
to recognize that as human beings, our intellect itself
can cloud our vision, and we need to strive to always aim
for clear, unaltered emes.
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Hurricane Hospitality

A massive hurricane was sweeping up the Florida
peninsula, forcing many residents to flee their homes. But
where could they go? One of the first large Jewish
communities they reached was Atlanta, Georgia. Over one
thousand evacuees flocked to the city to escape the storm.
The local community had never had to deal with a sudden
housing crisis of this scale. Where would all these people
be hosted? How would they be fed?

The Atlanta community immediately sprang into action,
and the Congregation Beth Jacob shul became the central
hub. All day long, its doors were open, providing hot food,
cots, and activities for children. Host families were
assigned to the guests, and the entire neighborhood
started cooking and baking challos to feed the massive
crowd. A local musician even gave a free concert and
organized a carnival for the displaced families.

Ironically, after a couple of days—including a beautiful
Shabbos spent together—the remnants of the storm hit
Atlanta, and the city itself lost power. Yet, the light of
ahavah shone brighter than ever. All barriers were
completely broken, whether people were litvaks,
chassidim, Sefardim, Modern Orthodox, or chareidim.
Everyone opened their homes and hearts for another Yid.

Mi k'amcha Yisrael!

Detour

In Israel, children under five ride public transportation for
free. My daughter had been waiting for months for her
fifth birthday so she could get a rav kav (electronic bus
card) of her very own. Since her birthday was coming up in
a few weeks and we had an intercity trip planned, we
decided the time was right to sign her up. We took a family

trip to the rav kav office, where my daughter proudly

posed for her picture and received her card with her own
name and photo on it!

She couldn't wipe the grin off her face the whole way
home, and she made sure to show her shiny new card to
everyone she knew. At home, she slipped it carefully into
her Hello Kitty wallet for safekeeping—only to remove it
several times an hour just to admire it.

This morning, she begged to bring her card to gan to show
her teachers and friends. | gave in against my better
judgment, rationalizing that she was a pretty responsible
child, even if she wasn't quite five yet.

After leaving her at gan, | dropped off my toddler at his
own gan. Just as | was leaving, his teacher called after me
to let me know | had forgotten his pacifier, which he
needed for his nap. | told her my husband would bring it a
little later, and then | went home.

My husband wasn't thrilled about being drafted into
delivery duty, since our son's gan was in the opposite
direction of his kollel. But like a good Abba, he set out for
kollel, taking a little detour first.

Five minutes later, he walked back into the house. “I know
why Hashem made us forget the baby's pacifier at home,”
he said, a familiar Hello Kitty wallet dangling from his
fingers.

He had found it lying on the ground between our building
and the baby's gan—in the opposite direction of his kollel.
| wouldn't have walked that way again until that afternoon,
and had | not noticed it then, | probably would have missed
it on my way to gan pickup.

Once again, Hashem showed us how every detail of every
day is arranged for our benefit.

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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Jingling Coins on Shabbos

In the sefer Tuvcha Yabiu, Rav Yitzchok Zilberstein relates
that when he served as the Rav of the Beis Haknesses
Hagadol in Cholon, several mispalelim approached him
with a concern regarding the chazzan who davened Musaf
in his shul. They claimed that coins were distinctly jingling
in the man's pocket on Shabbos.

At first, Rav Zilberstein was skeptical, but then he heard the
sound himself. He had no choice but to approach the baal
Musaf and gently ask if perhaps he had mistakenly put on
a pair of pants with coins left in the pocket.

The baal Musaf, who was from Belgium, explained that
these coins were not ordinary money. They had been given
to him by Rabbi Itzikel of Antwerp as a segulah for
shemirah. Because they had been designated specifically
for this purpose and physically altered to serve as a
kameia, there was no halachic concern of carrying them
on Shabbos.

This lesson, Rabbi Zilberstein noted, hit home as a
powerful reminder of how careful we must be to be dan
I'kaf zechus, even when the appearance of wrongdoing
seems completely obvious.

Worth Everything | Own

Part of Rav Shach's joy in learning derived from his
constant awareness that he was studying the devar
Hashem.

A talmid related what happened when they were once
learning a difficult Tosfos together.

“I have never been able to understand this Tosfos, despite
learning it many times,” Rav Shach confessed to him.

“Perhaps,” the talmid suggested, “the intent of the Tosfos
is such and such?”

Leaping with joy, Rav Shach declared, “May Hashem bless
you for enlightening me! This chiddush is worth everything
| own.”

After searching his pockets, he handed the bochur five
hundred shekel, apologizing, “This is all | have at the
moment.”

Rav Aharon and the Mafia

During World War IlI, twenty-four rabbonim were being
held in Italy, facing deportation back to Nazi-occupied
Europe and certain death.

Rav Aharon Kotler, the founder and Rosh Yeshiva of the
Lakewood Yeshiva, turned to Irving Bunim—a well-known
askan and the author of Ethics from Sinai—and asked who
could intercede on behalf of these twenty-four rabbonim.
Irving Bunim suggested the Italian Mafia, and Rav Kotler
urged him to contact them immediately.

After making contact, Mr. Bunim asked Rav Aharon, “Who
are we sending to the meeting?”

Rav Aharon replied, “You and | are going.”

Off they went to meet the godfather of the Mafia, Joe
Bonanno. Rav Aharon did not speak English, so it was Mr.
Bunim who explained the plight of the rabbonim trapped
in Italy.

The Mafia chief asked Mr. Bunim, “Who is the elderly man
sitting next to you?”

He replied, “He is the godfather of the Jewish people.”

“Really?” asked the Mafia chief.

CHAYEINﬂwee h lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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“Yes!” replied Mr. Bunim emphatically.
“Tell him | want a blessing.”

So, Mr. Bunim turned to Rav Aharon and said in Yiddish,
“Ehr vill a bracha fun de rov.” (He wants a blessing from
the rov).

Rav Aharon replied, “Zog eim ehr zol leiben lang un
shtarben in bet.”

Irving Bunim turned back to the Mafia chief, Joe Bonanno,
and told him, “The rabbi blesses you with a long life, and
that you should die in your bed.” (At the time, mob bosses
were frequently assassinated on the street and rarely
reached old age.)

Upon hearing this, the Mafia chief replied, “I like that,” and
promised to arrange the freedom of the twenty-four
indeed

rabbonim within two weeks—which he

accomplished.

Twenty-something years later, in 1964, a shiny black
stretch limousine pulled up in front of the Lakewood
Yeshiva in Lakewood, New Jersey. Two sharply dressed
men got out and walked up to the office, saying they were
looking for "Rabbi Kotler". A man came out and introduced
himself.

“No, not you,” the men said. “We are looking for an older

4

man.

“That was my father,” replied the Rosh Yeshiva, Rav Shneur
Kotler, “but he passed away a number of years ago.”

The men explained that they were the Bonanno brothers,
and that their father always attributed his long life to his
saintly father's blessing. “Now that he has just retired and
we are taking over the business,” they said, “we came here
for the same blessing.”

“I'm sorry,” Rav Shneur replied, “my father could do that,

IM

but | am not on that high leve

Disappointed, the new Mafia chiefs bid farewell to Rav
Shneur and left.

For saving twenty-four rabbonim from the Nazis, and in the
merit of Rav Aharon Kotler’s bracha, Joe Bonanno—the
Mafia godfather—lived to ninety-seven years old and died
peacefully in his own bed.

Taking Attendance

A class of young girls decided to play a prank on their new
substitute teacher by all claiming their name was "Amelia
Bedelia." When the substitute arrived and began calling
attendance, she was met with total silence. Feeling unsure
of herself, she asked several students for their names
directly, but each one simply replied, “Amelia Bedelia.”

Miriam Greenfeld hadn’t wanted to participate but had
been too shy to speak up. Now, seeing her teacher’s
obvious distress, she knew she had to act. When her name
was called, she answered with her real name. Hearing her
speak up, several other girls followed suit, the prank fell
apart, and the lesson was able to proceed.

A few weeks later, Miriam’s older brother got engaged. At
the celebratory L'chaim, he brought his new kallah over to
introduce her to his sister. As soon as they made eye
contact, they froze in disbelief. Standing before Miriam as
her future sister-in-law was none other than the substitute
teacher she had saved from humiliation!

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com.

Details of stories have not been confirmed.

CHAYEI Nﬂwe e h lys'lmhlms Inspiration
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Our Gedolim

RAV SHMUEL BERENBAUM - Part 2
(1921-2008)

The Mir Yeshiva remained in Shanghai until the final
group left in 1947; they went to San Francisco and then
to New York, where Rav Avrohom Kalmanovitz arranged
living quarters for them in Brownsville. Rav Shmuel
immediately settled into the Beis Medrash, learning with
Rav Nochum Partzovitz for much of the day and swaying
at his shtender until the wee hours. For American
observers it was a phenomenon to observe, on a late
steamy summer night, Rav Shmuel and Rav Nochum
alone, animatedly arguing in learning and utterly
oblivious to their surroundings — Rav Nochum fanning
himself as Rav Shmuel reiterated his points, beads of
sweat on his forehead.

With the war behind them, many Mir talmidim debated
whether to remain in America or move on to Eretz
Yisroel. Rav Chatzkel Levenstein was determined to
leave, fearing America’s materialism; Rav Shmuel
considered going as well after Rav Nochum emigrated,
but Hashem had other plans. America would yet need
Rav Shmuel.

Rav Kalmanovitz recognized Rav Shmuel’s extraordinary
hasmadah and had him in mind as a son-in-law, once
remarking that there were still bochurim as impressive as
those of old. When asked whom he meant he named Rav
Shmuel. Within a year Rav Shmuel was engaged to Rav
Kalmanovitz’s daughter and a few months later they
married.

The transition to married life only intensified his
hasmadah, supported by his Eishes Chayil. The very
morning after his chasunah he was in the Beis Medrash
— “Because my kallah sent me,” he said — and he

continued his schedule, often learning until one a.m.
insisted other
newlywed yungeleit go home early to spend time with

with her encouragement. Yet he

their wives and would sometimes return merely to send
them home.

In the years after his chasunah he continued with
tremendous hasmadah and soon began delivering
chaburos to an elite circle. Rav Efraim Mordechai
Ginsburg then gave the regular senior shiur until his
sudden petirah in 1961, after which Rav Shmuel was
asked to say shiur and later became Rosh Yeshiva when
Rav Kalmanovitz passed away. At first, he kept a lower
profile — giving shiur in the afternoon rather than the
traditional midday hour and questioning whether to
assume full responsibility — but once he did, his impact
was immediate.

On the last day of the zman, someone hung a sigh on the
door stating that seder would end that day at 11:30 a.m.
Rav Shmuel asked a talmid what the sign said, and when
he heard, he instructed that it be taken down, as there’s
no such thing. Seder never ends.

Rav Shmuel often taught with gentle, pointed hints. If a
bochur showed up late to morning seder, he might
remark, “You must have been up late wrestling with a
difficult Tosafos.” If someone stepped out to make a
phone call mid-seder, he would say, “Ah, you must have
been seeking clarity in learning — perhaps from a talmid
chochom outside the beis medrash?”

His firmness sprang from love. When a talmid lost his
father and his widowed mother urged him to leave
yeshiva to help support the family, Rav Shmuel asked if

CHAYEINaweeh lyﬁlmhlnm Inspiration
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he would remain if $50,000 were provided; when the

talmid said yes, Rav Shmuel said he would take a
mortgage his house to provide it — so precious was each
bochur’s learning.

After preparing and delivering shiur in the morning, he
spent afternoons in the Beis Medrash surrounded by
bochurim, patiently explaining sugyos and answering
guestions one by one, often long after the shiur ended.
He would repeat explanations with fresh excitement
whenever asked again, never showing frustration;
talmidim recalled no instance of him losing patience.

He treated even seemingly foolish chiddushim seriously,
probing them as if weighty. One Shavuos night a talmid
pursued a sevara he could not grasp; Rav Shmuel
explained it over seventy times — until Shacharis,
answering each time as if the question were new.

He taught ta/midim how to think. When asked what
qualities were needed for a lower-grade Rebbi, Rav
Shmuel insisted on a lamdan, explaining that a child and
an adult eat the same food — only prepared differently.
He demanded depth even in small sugyos: encountering
a seemingly simple discussion of stones in Bava Basra, he
insisted that if it was given at Sinai, it contained
tremendous depth.

The bochurim saw him as a father. When a father asked
him to officiate at his only son’s wedding, Rav Shmuel
exclaimed, “Your son? He is my son too.” When a talmid
fell seriously ill and missed a summer zman, Rav Shmuel
called nearly daily and even booked a ticket to Boston to
visit. When a brilliant bochur objected that he couldn’t
prepare a chaburah, Rav Shmuel sat with him over two
evenings guiding him to formulate it himself.

He looked for ways to build bochurim up. When one
bochur once lost a significant amount of weight, Rav

Shmuel remarked with admiration, “With such self-
discipline, you can surely become a true talmid
chochom.”

When a group requested a problematic bochur's
expulsion, Rav Shmuel thundered, “Before asking me to
throw out a bochur, did you fast forty days?”

His love of learning was visible and contagious. At his
levayah a man with no connection to Mir said he owed
his life to seeing Rav Shmuel learning — watching his
pleasure restored the man’s faith that Torah could be
enjoyed, and gave him the impetus to do so himself.

Rav Moshe Feinstein once arranged a demonstration at
the Israeli Consulate in Manhattan to protest the
government’s anti-Torah initiatives. Wanting the event
to have as much impact as possible, he told his talmid,
Rav Tuvya Goldstein, to call all the local Roshei Yeshiva
in his name and urge their participation. Reviewing the
list together, Rav Tuvya mentioned the Mir Yeshiva —
but Rav Moshe immediately stopped him. “Not Rav
Shmuel. Er hot tzu fil lieb lernen.” He loves learning too
much; to ask him to leave his Gemara, even for a worthy
cause, was unthinkable.

To Rav Shmuel, loving learning was the most natural and
obvious thing in the world — so much so that he could
hardly fathom how anyone might feel otherwise. Once,
someone approached him regarding a young bochur who
lacked any desire to learn and asked for a brochah that
he develop an appreciation for Torah. Rav Shmuel
wished the bochur a refuah sheleimah. After all, to Rav
Shmuel, how else could one possibly explain not
enjoying learning, if not as an illness in need of healing?

To be continued...
Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort”
by E. Kaplan
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npn nwaa

1. Which person in this week’s nwn9 is called a Txo>n? When?
2. Which n9y nmay is mentioned by name in this week’s nv19?
3. Which 990 is mentioned in this week’s nw19?

4. In what instance is 580w P> mentioned in this week’s nw1a?
b. List eight other places in the N1 n that they are mentioned together.’

5. What name did nwn call the 58w’ "1 in this week’s nwa?
b. Who in last week’s nw19 calls them a similar name? When?

6. What is the third word in 79v Ix?

7. Bring two nyXI, ¥Mon in the NN, that the Mmxn of NMYTN N9 was given
earlier than this week’s nwna. ?

8. |l was used for a MmN in 08N,
Through it many lives were saved,
In this week’s w19 | was used in a similar way -
but for a completely different purpose.
Who am |?  (Submitted by B. Schwartz)

9. | was punished for the words | spoke,
| was used to punish others for their words,
Unfortunately, | was stopped by a lifeless traitor.
| am mentioned in this week’s nv19
Who am I?

Need a Hint?
! They are found in VYWY 027 ,pY2 ,NoWA PPN NIV PN T D
% Both nyNA are in Tn9yna nwis

10




Answers

NWN. The P10 says (110,) DXINNIND PRI TRIN NHWN, 7 explains that the 7 1oNn”
refers to nwn.

(72)a]
(7°,K2) "N NNNON 19D

The Yidden ask oYX if they can pass through their land without turning 90wy 1.
b. 1) onnax tell VIO 7NN HNPWN DR, (L, T2 T9)
2) 1Yo tells H8INa m1 if you don’t consent to the marriage | will turn
PONNIY DY IN PN DY, (1,10 1Y 1N)
3) 9OY brings Nwin and DMON — YNNI .. DA, (¥, onN)
4)The water of the 910 ©> was walls for the Yidden ooxnwm 0119919, (25,7 nbwa)
5) oyba came to a place where he couldn’t turn YNnwy 1. (19,25 pva)
6) The Yidden asked 1o to pass through without turning Sy P>, (35,2 027
7) One must not turn YN P from the N7INN MNINN. (V5,0 927HI)
8) One must follow the ©>95n and not turn SNPWY 1. (0, ovow)

oM b) After nap’s rebellion /1 calls the Yidden >0 2. (7o v 92102)

It depends on which 9w X, In this week’s nw9 the third word is YN, In Nbwa the
third word is nwn.

1) In 7n5yna nw9 the 0nY were sprayed with the nxvn M .
2) In 7nbyna nv9 the HNIw 121 that were 8V were 7NV themselves and brought
their n©9129p on »w NDI.

| was used for a mxn in DMNNY,

Through it many lives were saved, - by M52 mon
In this week’s w99 | was used in a similar way
but for a completely different purpose. - for spraying the N9
Who am I? - INN
Next week....

Last week’s Riddle:

My name begins with a 7p”,

My name has three letters,

My father was a famous yv9,

My name is found in this week’s nwna.
Who am I? - (N)H2 NoWM) PYY 12 NP

NOON 12 1739 ,1IND HNT Y12 PRD PYY DTN NHOY IR
973090 TOOR 12 TYT PN 1YY APY TIT N2 ND¥A 1572 ,973 DNIAN 12 DINY YYD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MMNY NMN 9O

Sponsorships Available
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

PY1 nwIa

1. List four instances in the NN that /n makes as if he doesn’t know something.
a. List three instances where a Tx>1n makes as if he doesn’t know something.
(Submitted by R’ Y. Lichtenstein)

2. List three things that byYa does that is reminiscent of on7ax. *
a. What n592 does by>a give to b Y5 that was previously given to
DNNAN and apy?

3. Which o991 wHw are mentioned in this week’s nw19?

4. What event in this week’s nw9 is startlingly similar to an event that
happened during the days of N2*py »29?

5. List four people in the "7 n whose eyes were opened.
6. List seven man mentioned in the nn.”

7. For two | was a place of refuge,
For two | was a place of birth,
For five | was a place of their sovereignty,
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who am I?

8. My two brothers were killed,
One accidently, one on purpose,
My birth was a comfort to my parents,
| was one of the ten,
| am mentioned in this week’s nw19.
Who am I?

Need a Hint?
! All three are part of the same event.
® Three are in mMnWw 790 and four in 92711 19v.
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Answers

1. 1) 'n asks after the xvN of the NYTN NY - (,2) 711 T2 T30 M1 "N NN,
2) 'n asks after pp kills Yan — (v,7) 7PN YN N7
3) 'n says before destroying D110 — (X3,n?) #NNXINY N) NTINY
4) 'n asks in this week’s Nw19 — (1V,20) 7 THY NHNRN DIVIND D7
a. When questioning 70, when asking where n1w was, and when asking 2apy his name.

2. 1) Regarding both it says 9122 (Dow») op» 2) Both saddled their own donkey.
3) Both took two o>y as escorts.
Bonus answer: They both fell while receiving NX)2) because they were Yy
a) (V,72) MIN TN T2 TI93N. An almost identical n592 was given by 'n to onYaxin 9 15
and pnX> gave to apy> by PNy no7a.

3. The ooy wHw that oyoa hit his donkey.

4. Both in this week’s nw19 and X2>py 27’2 there was a N9 in which 24,000 people died. (It is
brought owa the Y9N that the N2>*py »27 >N were ©919) of the 24,000 people in this week’s
nvI9)

5. 1) Regarding byba it says (X9,25) #Dy52 5y NN N Y
2) Regarding 730 it says (V7,X2) 77PYY NN DIPON NP
3-4) Regarding oTX and MmN it says (3,3) 7DN%NY %Y NINPONY

6. 1)927 2)mmoanon 3) By the Syn xon  4) While eating v5v  5) By the ooy nn xon  6) By
the complainers after nqp’s death  7) By 7w Syay anm nna

7. Fortwo | was a place of refuge, -1 and NWH (1 ran to me rather than
having to advise Ny19 to enslave the Yidden.)
For two | was a place of birth, - YON) OV

For five | was a place of their sovereignty, - (n,xY) ¥29,7n 7% ,0p7 )IN
| am mentioned in this week’s nw59.
Who am I? - PN

8. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:

| was punished for the words | spoke, -tomn
| was used to punish others for their words, - the Y8 »a for speaking badly about the yn
Unfortunately, | was stopped by a lifeless traitor. - The copper snake

| am mentioned in this week’s nvA9.
Who am I? - A Snake

NOMN 12 3709 ,NND YN 12 PRD PYY NTHIR NDY NI
913390 TOION 12 TIT PNYY N7V APY TIT N2 N2 N2 ,97F DNIAN 12 DINY I7YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MMNY NMN 9O

Sponsorships Available
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CHAYEINY Pischei Parshah — Chukas - Balak

Weelily

Shabbos Inspiration

RIDDLES

From the time we got the mitzvah of Parah Adumah, until the second Bais Hamikdash was destroyed,
how many paros adumos did we have?
9: Moshe processed the first, Ezra the second, and there were 7 from Ezra until the churban. The 10" will be
processed by Mashiach, hopefully soon.*

The mitzvah of Parah Adumah brings kaparah for the Chet HaEigel.? What halacha do we observe daily
which also achieves this purpose?

Inside the batim (boxes) of tefillin, we insert “parshios” — small pieces of folded klaf upon which are written
different sets of pesukim. Before insertion, these parshios are wrapped in hair taken from a kosher species of
beheima or chaya. Some of this hair protrudes through a tiny hole in the bayis (box) of the tefillin shel rosh,
and is visible on the outside. Our practice is to use the hair of an eigel® (calf) to remind us of the Chet HaEigel,
so we will avoid aveiros, and earn kaparah. For this reason, one should ideally make all the parts of tefillin
from the hide of an eigel.*

Name someone, mentioned in Parshas Chukas, who did a chesed connected to water, and got
rewarded with water.

To reward Miriam for watching over baby Moshe as he floated in the water, Bnei Yisrael were given Be’er
Miriam in her zechus.®

The Torah mentions the deaths of 3 famous people who passed away in the midbar. Regarding one of
them, Bnei Yisrael knew about the death immediately, but couldn’t find the kever; regarding another,
the kever was known immediately, but not the death; regarding another, both were known immediately.
Who were these people?

e Moshe’s death was known, but his kever is hidden.®

e Bnei Yisrael had to be informed of Aharon’s death, but they knew where it happened.’

¢ Regarding Miriam’s death, the Torah mentions, “She died there and was buried there (in Kadeish),”

stressing that only regarding Miriam were both immediately known.?

Twice, Bnei Yisrael were shown the image of someone deceased in a bed. Who were the two people
whom they were shown?
e At Har Sinai, the Satan showed Bnei Yisrael a fake image of Moshe deceased in a bed, in order to
precipitate Chet HaEigel.®
¢ When Bnei Yisrael found it hard to believe that Aharon had died, Moshe davened and the malachim
showed them an image of Aharon deceased in a bed.*°
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In what months did Moshe, Aharon, and Miriam pass away?
e When Bnei Yisrael arrived in Kadeish in the month of Nissan, Miriam died.**
¢ Aharon died on Rosh Chodesh Av.*?
e Moshe died on the 7" of Adar.*®

Who was the first person to drink from Be’er Miriam?
When Yishmael was sent out of Avraham’s house, Hashem sent the Be’er Miriam to keep him alive.**

How many people died early as a result of Mei Meriva?
e Moshe and Aharon, as a punishment.
e Paroh’s advisors analyzed the stars and perceived that Moshe would die due to water. Not realizing
that it referred to Mei Meriva, they advised that all boys from Bnei Yisrael be thrown in the river. Thus,
as a result of Mei Meriva, many Jewish baby boys died.*

Name an object described in Parshas Chukas which was made in order to remind people that Hashem
is in charge, but later had to be destroyed because it made people think the opposite.

When Bnei Yisrael were attacked by snakes, Moshe made a copper snake, and when Bnei Yisrael looked up
at it, they rededicated themselves to Hashem, and were healed.'® Many years later, this same copper snake
was still intact, and Bnei Yisrael began worshiping it, so Chizkiyahu HaMelech had to destroy it."’

When the Emoriim tried to attack Bnei Yisrael, the mountains miraculously crushed them, thereby
saving us.'® When we sang to Hashem in thanks, who led the song?

The “pi habe’er’ was created at the very end of the 6™ day of creation, right before Shabbos.'®* Some explain
that this refers to the opening in Be’er Miriam from which water flowed,?® but others explain that this “mouth in
the rock” led the song!**

How old was Bilam during the events described in Parshas Balak?
¢ Since evil people, “Don't live out even half of their days,”?* and, “The days of our lives are 70 years,
Rebbe Chanina figured that Bilam died before “mid-life,” at the age of around 33-34. A heretic found a

123

historical work called “Pink’sei D’Bilam,” which confirmed that Bilam died at age 33.%4

e According to Rebbe Simai, Bilam advised Paroh to throw the boys of Bnei Yisrael into the water.”
Bilam was presumably at least 20 years old at that point, and thus worthy of advising. After that event,
Moshe was born, lived 80 years, left Mitzrayim, and spent 40 years in the midbar, which would make
Bilam at least 140 years old.?®
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What is the first statement of Bilam which is recorded in Chumash?

e According to Rebbe Simai, Bilam advised Paroh, “Kol habein hayilod hayeora tashlichuhu—Any boy
who is born should be thrown into the river,”>” wherein he suggested that the Jewish babies be thrown
into the river.?®
In Parshas Chukas, the “Moshlim,” who make meshalim, poetically describe Sichon’s conquest of
Moav. One of these “Moshlim” was Bilam.*

Which nation was bigger — Bnei Yisrael, or Moav?

The nation of K’naan, which descended from a grandson of Noach, had been around for a long time, and had a
large population. The nation of Moav, which descended from Lot, was a much “younger,” and smaller, nation.
Although Bnei Yisrael were an equally “young” nation, Moav noticed their miraculous population growth in
Mitzrayim, and were intimidated of this larger nation.*

Name 4 times in Chumash where someone very important prepared his own animal for riding (instead
of asking a servant to prepare it). Hint: 2 donkeys, and 2 chariots.
e Avraham prepared his donkey when heading to Akeidas Yitzchak.**
e Yosef prepared his chariot, to greet Yaakov.*
e Paroh prepared his chariot, to chase Bnei Yisrael into the Yam Su
e Bilam prepared his donkey, to go curse Bnei Yisrael.**

f_33

Arrogant Bilam told Balak’s first set of messengers, “l can only go curse Bnei Yisrael if I'm escorted by
officers who are more important than you.” How did Bilam’s desire for honor actually wind up causing
him embarrassment?

Bilam claimed he could destroy Bnei Yisrael with his mouth, but then exclaimed that he needed a sword to Kill
a simple donkey. Due to Bilam’s demand for the most distinguished companions, this embarrassing moment
was witnessed by these highly respected officers, who would later repeat it, intensifying the damage to his
reputation.®

Bilam encountered a malach, who criticized him.*® Regarding what was he criticized?
Hitting his donkey.

Name a part of davening which some people say excitedly, right when they get to shul, and others
think shouldn't be in davening at all.

Bilam tried to curse us that we shouldn’t have batei k’neisios and batei midrashos, and Hashem forced him to
give us a beracha, “Ma tovu ohalecha Yaakov—How nice are your tents, Yaakov.”®” The Rema records the
minhag to say this pasuk when entering shul,®® but the Maharshal disagrees and holds that we shouldn't be
quoting Bilam.*
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Name three places in davening where we quote Bilam. (Hint: one is daily, one is on Shabbos, and one
is on yom tov.)
e When entering shul daily, we say, “Ma tovu...
¢ When the nations of the world heard the very loud sounds which accompanied Maamad Har Sinai, they
became frightened, and they asked Bilam if another mabul was approaching. He responded, “Hashem
already promised not to bring another mabul. Rather, Hashem oz I'amo yitein** — Hashem is giving His
people the Torah.”*?
In the malchiyos section of mussaf on Rosh HaShanna, we include the pasuk, “Lo hibit aven b’Yaakov,
v'lo ra’ah amal b’Yisrael, Hashem Elokav imo, usruas melech bo.”*

»40

What is the first halachah from Shulchan Aruch which a person encounters in the morning?

Bilam praised our habit of jumping up in the morning to do mitzvos, and of saying krias shema al hamitah
before giving our neshamos to Hashem for the night.** In the first words in Shulchan Aruch, we are told to
exhibit this trait daily: “Get up in the morning like a lion, to serve Hashem.”*

Many people recite pesukim connected to Bilam in the very beginning of the day, and at the very end of
the day. When?
¢ When entering shul, we say, “Ma tovu...”™ which is part of Bilam’s beracha to Bnei Yisrael.
¢ When leaving the beis medrash, we recite a tefillah wherein we thank Hashem for allowing us to learn
Torah.*” When doing so, we contrast our worthwhile pursuits with those of people who waste their time
on frivolities, and we conclude by noting, “I run towards a life in Olam Haba, whereas they run towards
destruction.” To highlight this contrast, many add a pasuk from Tehillim, “Anshei damim u’mirma, lo
yechel:éu y’'meihem, va’ani evtach bach,”*® which describes evildoers, and refers to those who emulate
Bilam.

»46

Balak brought korbanos in order to help Bilam curse Bnei Yisrael.* Ironically, as a result, Balak wound
up having a descendant who will save Bnei Yisrael, and Bilam actually told Balak about it! Who is this
descendant?

In the zechus of the 42 korbanos brought by Balak, he merited to have Rus as a descendant, from whom

Dovid HaMelech, and Mashiach, descend. This demonstrates that one should always do mitzvos even “shelo
lishma,” with ulterior motives. ** Bilam even tells Balak, “ V’yeird MiYaakov, v’he’evid sarid me’ir—A descendant

»n52

of Yaakov will rule, and he will destroy the remnant of the city,””* which describes Mashiach’s eventual defeat

of our enemies.>
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CHAYEINY

Weekly

Shabbhos Inspiration

Yossi Ross

A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIVl

As we know, ligging in lernen can give a Yid the greatest

geshmak, and allow him to soar above the
gashmiyusdig struggles of Olam Hazeh. Rav Asher
Lemel zt”l was the Rav of Galine, Poland, and the
second son of the great tzaddik Rav Avraham the Sagi
Nahor. He was known to be one of the most trusted

dayanim in the Jewish hemisphere of his time.

The meticulous way in which he would work through
his dinei Torah until he arrived at the psak halachah
showed his incredible ahavas haTorah. At the
beginning of the week, he would hear his cases. On
Monday he would analyze the halachah. On Tuesday
and Wednesday, when necessary, he would go out on
the field to personally witness the source of the
dispute, and on Thursday he would give the psak
halachah. In his city, people didn’t go to civil court —
not only Yidden who are not permitted to do so, but
even the gentiles would beg Rav Asher Lemel to

resolve their disputes.

Once, when he was jumping for joy after being meva’er
a shvere Rambam, he was so happy that he almost fell
out of a window. Just then, a large non-Jew wobbled
by holding a bottle of wine. He was drunk and looked
very content. Rav Asher Lemel noticed him and
exclaimed, “l can’t understand how he can be so
happy! He was never zocheh to feel the simchah of
explaining the Rambam that | just did! He thinks his
gashmiyusdig drunkenness is simchah?? He's a fool!”

Reb Avraham’s third son was Rav Nachum of Shadik
zt”l. Rav Nachum of Shadik was a dayan and a great
talmid chacham. He was also known for his hachnasas
orchim. The Chiddushei HaRim said about him, “If
somebody truly wants to learn the middah of
hachnasas orchim, he should go to Rav Nachum. Rav
Nachum will show him what that mitzvah is all about.”

Rav Nachum was a ta/mid of a great Rebbe. We don’t
know who that Rebbe was, but Rav Nachum would
always tell over the following remarkable story about
him, and in later years, Rav Yosef Chaim Sonnenfeld
zt”l would repeat the story in Rav Nachum’s name.

In Rav Nachum’s town there was a Yid whom they
called Reb Zanvel. Zanvel sat at the mizrach wall, and
he would get a chashuve aliyah, but underneath his
fancy fur pelts was something very rotten. Zanvel was
an out-and-out extortionist. If Zanvel would ask
someone for protection money and he didn’t get it, by
the next morning his quarry would understand why he
needed protection. The local police were on Zanvel’s
payroll, and they would be the first to break the

victim’s windows.

The only one who didn’t know about Zanvel’s activities
was the Rav. The people chose not to tell their Rav
about Reb Zanvel. They knew their Rav. He wasn’t
scared of anyone, especially when the Torah tells us
not to be. But the people were terrified that Zanvel
would turn their entire town into rubble and ashes!

One day, Zalmen the peddler came along and began to
sell little things: Havdalah candles, shoelaces, watches.
The next morning, on his way to Shacharis, Zanvel
swaggered by the man’s stand and gruffly ordered,
“Everything into my bag!” When Zalmen complied and
gave him the bill, Zanvel spat in his face. Zalmen was
upset. He began to scream and yell! But Zanvel just
shrugged and laughed it off. Before anyone could stop
him, Zalmen the peddler ran to the Rav.

“Rav! You must help me! I’'m finished! | had all my

III

sechorah, and Zanvel came along and took all of it!
“Isn’t that good?” asked the confused Rav.

“Good?!” Zalmen cried. “When | asked him to pay, he
laughed at me!”
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“That’s difficult to believe about Reb Zanvel,” said the
Rav. “Reb Zanvel is from the chashuve people in our
town.”

Zalmen swallowed hard. “That may be true, but he’s
still a ganav!”

“Look,” said the Rav, “I hear what you’re saying. | don’t
accept it, but we must summon him to a din Torah.” He
called his gabbai and said, “Summon Zanvel for a din
Torah.”

The gabbai’s face turned pale, and he dropped what he
then
stammered. “Please, Rav! There — there’s no time for

was holding. “Zanvel?” he asked dumbly,
this! Eh — another day — maybe in a couple of years
from now. Zanvel is such a chashuve person! And—
and—and—and this poor Zalmen! Why can’t we just

III

pay him on our own?

The Rav didn’t like this reaction. “I demand that Zanvel
come.”

Having no choice, the gabbai summoned Zanvel.
Zanvel did not appreciate the summons. “What?! |
have to go to a din Torah with that good-for-nothing
peddler?! You can tell your Rav to jump in the lake!”

When the gabbai returned, the Rav asked what Zanvel
said. The gabbai was at a loss for words. “Zanvel? Uh
— uh, Zanvel said, sure he’ll come! No problem! Eh—
eh—eh—perhaps the Rav...”

“Tell me exactly what he said,” cajoled the Rav.

“Well, he said that perhaps the Rav — uh, wants to go
to the mikveh first, and toivel himself, and get ready for
davening.”

“No, no,” said the Rav, “l cannot wait. Reb Zalmen
claims that he needs the money for his breakfast.”

The gabbai broke down and told the Rav the entire
story. The Rav was astounded and hurt — hurt that no
one ever told this to him.

“We were scared!” spluttered the gabbai. “We — we
were scared that if you start up with him, who knows
what’s going to happen!”

“That was not your decision,” the Rav said sternly. “The
Torah says, ‘Lo saguru mipnei ish.” | am the Rav and
dayan, and the Torah deals with my danger. | am not
concerned.”

The next Shabbos, the Rav forbade Zanvel to get an
aliyah. Zanvel responded, “Not only will | get an aliyah,
| am going to take shlishi.”

The Rav said that if Zanvel takes an aliyah, no one is to
answer Amein. When shlishi came, Zanvel forced
himself over to the Sefer Torah and yelled, “Barchu es
Hashem hamevorach!” No one responded.

“I AM WARNING YOU PEOPLE! THIS WILL BE THE END
OF ALL OF YOU! BARCHU ES HASHEM HAMEVORACH!"
yelled Zanvel, although the meaning of those words
was the last thing on his mind. Again, no one
responded. Zanvel planted himself by the Torah and
announced, “The leining will not go on until you
answer my aliyah!”

The Rav protested, “This is disrespectful for the Sefer
Torah. | order you to walk down at once.”

Zanvel defiantly shouted, “I will not!”

The Rav walked up and slapped Zanvel across the face.
Every face in that shul became red with fear. Zanvel
said nothing. He walked off the bimah and left the shul.
For days after that incident, everyone kept their
shutters closed. Mothers didn’t let their children play
on the streets. No one knew what was going to
happen. But nothing happened. People began to think,
maybe this is what Zanvel needed. Perhaps it was a
not the Rav about Zanvel's

mistake telling

underhanded business.

Several months later, the Rav received an invitation to
a bris. He and several of his talmidim traveled to the
bris on a wagon that was sent for them. In the middle
of the way, the wagon driver turned off the road and
traveled into the woods. The talmidim asked him,
“Why are you taking this route?” The driver simply
responded, “I know a shortcut.”
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That week was Parshas Vayishlach, and the Rav was
being maavir sedrah. Soon enough, the talmidim
became absolutely certain that the wagon driver was
going in the opposite direction. They tried to alert the
Rav, but he was so involved in his maavir sedrah, they
couldn’t disturb him. Eventually, they came to a
clearing, and the wagon stopped.

The talmidim couldn’t believe their eyes. Standing
before them was none other than Zanvel, although
now, gone were his peyos and tzitzis, and gone were
his chashuve begadim. Now, he was holding a sword,
and he was accompanied by some hoodlum friends
who were waving clubs with nails sticking out of them.
It didn’t look good. The talmidim turned to their Rav
and began to cry, “Rav! We are in mortal danger!”

The Rav just continued being maavir sedrah,
completely oblivious to what was going on around
them. When he finished, he jumped off the wagon, ran
over to Reb Zanvel, and warmly cried out, “Reb Zanvel!

1”7

How are you?! Vas machts du?

Zanvel hugged the Rav and responded sweetly,
“Baruch Hashem, and how are you?”

After exchanging a few pleasant words, Zanvel asked,
“Would you mind if | kill your talmidim?”

The Rav amiably responded, “Nah, that is not such a
nice thing to do. Let us all return b’shalom.”

“Okay, b’seder,” responded Zanvel, “if that’s the way
you want it.”

The talmidim just stood there with their eyes and
mouths wide open. When they finally got back home,
the Rav said to them, “Let me explain to you what
happened. | knew well before you did that we were in
trouble. | also knew that there was only one solution.
As you know, | was being maavir sedrah Parshas
Vayishlach. The parshah teaches us about Yaakov
Avinu’s meeting with Eisav. Incredibly, we find that
suddenly Yaakov and Eisav are good friends. They are
hugging each other! How did that happen? The answer
is that Yaakov had removed all sinah towards Eisav
from his heart until he had nothing in his heart but

love. Once he did that, it was impossible for Eisav to
hate him. Exactly like Shlomo Hamelech says in Mishlei,
the relationship between one person and another is
like an image in the water. The way you feel to him is
the way he is going to feel to you. When | realized we
were in danger, | knew there was only one thing to do.
| removed all the hatred from my heart until | had
nothing in my very being but love for Zanvel. When
Zanvel saw me, he responded in kind. You, of course,
didn’t quite have that feeling toward him, and that’s
why he wanted to kill you.” This is the story that Rav
Nachum Shadiker zt”| would say about his Rebbe.

Rav Nachum Shadiker’s younger brother, Rav Yaakov
Leib zt”l, was the Rav of the Polish town of Feleszin,
and eventually became the rosh bais din in
Yerushalayim. Their youngest brother was Rav Yisrael
zt”l. Rav Yisrael had a tremendous love for Klal Yisrael.
He dedicated himself to providing much-needed
sefarim for the tzibbur. He also started a yeshiva where
he sat and taught the Sifrei Torah of Klal Yisrael to the
many young bachurim who were wandering around

with no guidance.

This was the family who were moser nefesh themselves
to build up the area outside the walls of Yerushalayim
so that the Yidden of Yerushalayim would have where
to live, and this is how it came to be. Approximately in
the year Taf Kuf Pei Hei (1825), the oldest brother, Rav
Shlomo Zalmen, was the Rav in the city of Zeletczov
when a terrible epidemic broke out. It got so bad that
there were meisim lying all over the streets.

Everyone was too scared to attend to them. The
chevrah kadishah was also frightened. What if they
catch the disease?! Rav Shlomo Zalmen could not
handle the bizyon hameis. He went out with mesirus
nefesh and buried one guf kadosh after the other.
Indeed, he caught the disease and died from it. Shortly
afterwards, their only sister, Gittel, died. By the time
the remaining brothers had a chance to recover from
the shock of losing two of their siblings, word came
that their youngest, most energetic brother, Rav
Yisrael, had died suddenly at the age of twenty-five.
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His older brother Rav Nachum cried, “What is going to
be now with the sefarim of Klal Yisrael?! What is going
to be now with the bachurim of Klal Yisrael?! My
brother, in twenty-five years, has done more than

17

what other people do in a hundred years

Although the three remaining brothers lived in
different parts of Poland — Rav Asher Lemel in Galine,
Rav Nachum in Shadik, and Rav Yaakov Yehuda Leib in
Feleszin — they shared a common fear. Was there
some type of kitrug on their family? Perhaps they were
also slated to die. Each one felt in his heart that they

had to do something drastic to stop the kitrug.

Occasionally, they wrote to each other that perhaps
they should
meshaneh mazal, and maybe they should move to

leave Poland, meshaneh makom

Eretz Yisrael. After all, the pasuk says, “Lemaan yirbu
“Al

”

where?

yemeichem vimei beneichem”
ha’adamah asher nishba Hashem la’avoseichem.
Maybe they should have the mesirus nefesh — and it
required a lot of mesirus nefesh during those days —

to travel up to Yerushalayim.

Several days later, Rav Asher Lemel had a dream. In his
dream he saw an old man dressed in white. The old
man said to him, “How long are you going to stay over
here, being frustrated and not knowing what to do?!
Get up and go to Yerushalayim! The Ribono Shel Olam
will be with you wherever you go.”

The next day, Rav Asher Lemel gathered all of the
people of the city, gave them a final drashah, and said
goodbye. He hadn’t yet told his brothers about his
determination to set out at once, but he wanted to
make a public statement so that he would not change
his mind. When he finished delivering his drashah,
before he even left the bais medrash, he noticed his
brother Rav Nachum standing there. Everyone else
noticed him as well. They ran over to see who this look-
alike of their Rav was. “Ah! It must be his brother!

Probably came to say goodbye.”

Rav Nachum and Rav Asher Lemel spoke for a couple
of moments. Then, they both started laughing and
hugged each other. It looked to everyone like Rav
Nachum had come to tell Rav Asher Lemel that he had
decided to make the move to Yerushalayim, and he
was coming to say goodbye to him. He had walked in
after the drashah not knowing what Rav Asher Lemel
had just told the entire town! It didn’t take too long for
everyone to start talking about what happened. The
news started circulating, and there was excitement.

The kehillah planned a magnificent seudah — and
then... another carriage pulled into town. Rav Yaakov
Yehuda Leib, the third brother, stepped out. “Why!
What a joy to see both of you brothers here together,”
declared Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib. “You saved me a
trip! | came to tell Rav Asher Lemel...”

Everyone burst out together, “You came to say
goodbye, and that you’re going to Yerushalayim?”

Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib stood there surprised. “How
did you know?”

Everyone started to laugh, and they told him the entire
story. Within moments everyone came running! One
ran over with a little bit of chicken, another person
brought soup, someone else brought challah. Soon a
great seudah was set up. The three brothers sat
beaming at the head of the table. Each one was given
an opportunity to darshen about the shevach of Eretz
Yisrael. By the time they finished it was morning, and
they went straight to Shacharis. The brothers were
elated! They were elated that all three of them
simultaneously decided to travel. This was an obvious
siman min haShamayim, and they felt the Ribono Shel
Olam’s hand guiding them.

Be’ezras Hashem we will continue this story. This great
family lived in a ruchniyusdig world of Torah and
mitzvos, and their struggles simply helped them get
closer to Hashem. By living this way they were
tremendously vibrant and full of simchah.
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Additional notes pertaining to the handling of electric appliances:

Electric appliances that are currently in the “On” position and are
operational:

e These appliances are Muktze (Kli Shemilachto I'Issur) and should only be
moved for the purpose of their use or their place. They may also be moved
if their function is disturbing (e.g. an alarm clock whose noise is disturbing,
or a fan whose blowing is bothersome).

e According to many Poskim, a lamp that is turned on is an exception, and
should not be moved at all.

Electric appliances that are currently in the “Off” position:

e These appliances are Muktze and according to some Poskim, may not be
handled for any purpose.l

Flowers and Flower Pots

Is it permissible to return a fallen flower pot to an upright position?

If a flower pot falls, the soil that spills from it is Muktze. Moreover, returning soil to
the pot, even in a backhanded fashion, is prohibited since this action causes the plant
to grow. Similarly, if plant roots became uncovered and the action of returning the
pot to an upright position would cause the roots to become covered, then it is not
permissible to do so.

Note: Regarding moving flower pots from one place to another, note that certain
flower pots may be considered connected to the ground. Since moving them may be
considered disconnecting them from the ground, they should not be moved from
place to place.

1Since according to some Poskim, an item that does not have any permitted function on Shabbos should
not be handled on Shabbos even for the sake of its place.

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The guestions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

My friends recently went on a big trip, and | wanted to hear the details about it from them. Is that allowed
even though we will be discussing maxbm?

QUESTION 2

What about if sorneone is planning a trip itinerary? Can those maxbn be discussed?

QUESTION 3

Can the costs of the trip be spoken about?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

Some of my kids like to have yogurt by mmyp whw. s it alright to mix granola into it?

Answer: The nann of nw is generally associated with attaching particles of a solid to each other through a
liguid medium to make a dough like substance. However, the (n"p-X"2w) N2 mwn extends it even to mixing
finely cut vegetables with oil or other liquids. Mixing bits of nuts with honey is also not allowed by the n’pma.
From these cases it is apparent that mixing very small pieces with a liquid is a wY issue, even though the
pieces are not actually fusing together. This would seem to create a problem when mixing tiny bits of
granola mixing with yogurt, as the yogurt can stick them together. Therefore, to avert the nbxrv, it is best just
to sprinkle granola bits on the yogurt without mixing them in.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

The tuna salad didn't have enough mayonnaise in it. Can | add more to it?

Answer: While mixing mayonnaise into tuna is a form of nw", if the tuna already has mayonnaise in it that
has penetrated the entire tuna (there are no dry areas), merely adding more mayonnaise is not affecting
the tuna and is not wb.

QUESTION 3

What about putting mayonnaise with potatoes to make a potato salad?

Answer: In Answer 1 we explained that mixing bits of granola with yogurt has a ne"Y wwn although the bits
don't actually become one. However, the N2 mwn limits this to very small pieces being mixed with a liquid.
Mixing large chunks of potato with mayonnaise is not a problem.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Painting the Future

It was time to redo the ceiling in the Krohn home.
Heavy winter rains and constant water damage
had left a large section with ugly stains and
blistering plaster, casting a gloomy pall on the
entire room. Finally, the troublesome leak had
been located and the area sealed up securely. Now
it was time to replaster the ceiling and then paint
it smooth and gleaming.

It was a big job. Furniture had to be moved and
covered to protect it from paint spatters. Children
would have to stay out the way. In-house
renovations are always stressful, but there was no
choice. It had to be done, and Rav Kalman hired
the first painter who came recommended for a
reasonable price.
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The man knocked on the door bright and early the
next morning. Around forty, dark-skinned with a
lean figure, he nodded at Rav Kalman and began
to bring in his equipment.

Something about him made Rav Kalman curious
about his background. “What’s your name?” he
asked cordially as he showed him into the house.
“Where are you from?”

The man was happy to make small talk. “I’m
Sammy,” he replied as he set up his ladder and
prepared to begin working. “I’m originally from
Israel, but I’ve been here in America for years
now. My wife’s also Israeli, but her family are
American and we moved here after we married.”

Rav Kalman’s heart thudded in his chest. His
instinct had been right; the bareheaded man was
Jewish. In the slim painter in front of him he saw
a trapped Jewish soul, begging to be freed. How
could he ignore it? He couldn’t try to reach every
secular person he saw in the street, but Sammy
was right here in his house with him! Rav
Kalman’s deep ahavas Yisrael and sense of
responsibility for his brothers pushed him to take
action. Sammy’s grandparents, maybe even his
parents, had undoubtedly been frum Jews. He
could not let this opportunity go by. But what
could he do?

Rav Kalman considered his options, pulling
gently at his beard. Should he start a discussion?
What else could he do? Sammy would only be
working by them for a few days. What could he
say that would awaken the spark inside him and
arouse him to come back to his heritage?

Surely there could be no greater power than
Torah.

Rav Kalman waited until later that day before
returning to the room. Sammy was on the top step
of the Iladder, head twisted back as he



industriously swept his paintbrush back and forth
over the ceiling. A large glistening white square
indicated the work he had already done.

“Listen, Sammy,” Rav Kalman said warmly. “I’'m
paying you by the hour, right? $25 an hour for
your work.”

“Yup.” Sammy looked down, slightly quizzical.
“That’s what we agreed on. And it’s a bigger job
than I thought, Rabbi. It will take me the good part
of this week.”

“That’s fine,” Rav Kalman assured him, secretly
pleased that he had more time than he thought.
“Listen, Sammy. You were going to leave at four.
What do you say about learning with me for this
last half hour? It’s almost three thirty now. We’ll
learn a bit of Gemara until four. I need a study
partner, and I want you to have the opportunity to
learn.”

Sammy stared at Rav Kalman incredulously and
then broke into laughter. “I’m not religious,
Rabbi,” he chuckled. “None of this learning
matters to me. Thanks for the offer, but it’s
alright.” He grinned, clearly amused by the
bizarre suggestion.

“It’s easy money for you,” Rav Kalman persisted.
“You’ve worked hard all day. Take a break, sit
down, let your body relax. You’ll still be getting
paid! Why not give it a try?”

“Nah,” Sammy replied, an uneasy look crossing
his face. “It’s not for me, Rabbi. I’'m not really
interested in learning.”

“What have you got to lose?”” Rav Kalman would
not give up so easily. “It’s just half an hour. You
know Hebrew. You’ll be able to understand the
words. Why not?”

Sammy tried to resist, but he was no match for
Rav Kalman’s gentle enthusiasm. At a loss, he
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slowly began to climb down the ladder. “But I
don’t have a kippa,” he attempted to protest
weakly.

“We have plenty!” Rav Kalman exclaimed
animatedly. “I’ll get you one.” He left the room,
returning a moment later holding a large black
kippa and two large volumes of Maseches
Shabbos.

Reluctantly, Sammy put the small piece of cloth
on his head and took the Gemara. Rav Kalman led
him to the table and showed him the place. They
would start on daf kuf-daled — an easy blatt with
an interesting aggadata. “Amri lei rabbanan
d’rabi Yehoshua,” he began. “The Sages said to

Rabi Yehosua...”

As Rav the different
mefarshim, his voice rising and falling with

Kalman explained
passion, the other man felt himself getting drawn
in. It only took a few minutes before he jumped in
with a question. “What do you mean?” he argued.
“Isn’t that a contradiction to what you just said?”

Rav Kalman sat back. “So how would you explain
1t?” he challenged.

Sammy frowned. “I would probably say it the
other way around,” he ventured. “I don’t think the
Maharsha is saying that. He must mean...”

Rav Kalman listened to Sammy’s words, a smile
spreading over his face. “What an answer! What
he enthused. “I’ve got to write that
down!” He took a pencil and began carefully

"’

a pshat

scrawling tiny letters in the margin of the page.

“What on earth are you doing?” Sammy said,
taken aback.

“That was a great explanation!” Rav Kalman
smiled. “I want to remember it. I’'m just writing
down what you said. Look.” He showed Sammy
the page and the painter squinted at the miniscule



lettering. Rav Kalman had succinctly noted the
explanation in Sammy’s name.

Seeing his idea, under his name, recorded in the
Rabbi’s holy book, filled Sammy with an
indescribable feeling of accomplishment. It was
good to feel that the Rabbi valued what he had to
say. He leaned back over the Gemara, eyes
skimming the tiny text.

Rav
Sammy’s eyes narrowed as his quick mind

Kalman posed another question and

pondered an answer. Rav Kalman rebutted his
suggestion and Sammy responded heatedly. The
half hour sped by and soon Rav Kalman was

hand,
enthusiastically for a great learning session as

shaking  Sammy’s thanking  him

well as a fabulous paint job.

It was a slightly bemused Sammy who walked out
of the Krohn home shortly afterwards, bearing his
ladder and paints. The learning session hadn’t
been as bad as he’d expected, he admitted to
himself. And he’d got paid for it. All in all, a good
day’s work.

He hunted out the tiny white kippa he’d once
picked up at the Kosel and stashed it in his pants
pocket. Tomorrow he would come equipped.

The next day, after a full day of painting the
ceiling, Rav Kalman came to call Sammy. Still
feeling uncomfortable with the concept of
learning Torah, Sammy gave some weak
objections that were roundly overridden by Rav
Kalman. “But I need a chavrusa!” the Rav
boomed, spreading out his hands in a gesture of
utter helplessness. “Just half an hour of learning.

You’ll see, you won’t regret it.”

Sammy grinned despite himself. “Alright.” He
pulled out his kippa and placed it gently on his
thick black hair. “Let’s go.”
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The two were soon shooting arguments back and
forth. Rav Kalman masterfully threw questions
that Sammy would be able to answer and then
disputed him with his own contradiction. Sammy

couldn’t help but get involved with the
fascinating topics and he found himself
immensely enjoying the give-and-take of
learning.

The following day, Sammy was ready for Rav
Kalman as soon as he came in with the two thick
volumes in hand. “I was thinking about what we
were talking about,” he said with a smile as he
took out his kippa. “1 have a different idea that
works with both of the commentaries we were
discussing.” He sat down by the desk and opened
Rav
opposite. “Right, these two rabbis here seem to

the Gemara as Kalman seated himself
have opposite approaches? I think they’re really
saying the same thing. Listen —”

Rav Kalman listened, his kind eyes fixed on
Sammy as his smile growing wider by the
moment. When Sammy finished, he pounded on
the table. “What an answer! What an answer!” he
enthused. Leaning over the Gemara, he took out
his pen to note it down. “Let’s review what these
mefarshim say and see how what you’re saying
lights them up.” His finger marked the place as
his voice rose melodiously with the holy words.

It was surreal. Sammy hadn’t thought about
religion in years. Although Yiddishkeit had been
part of his childhood, it had all disintegrated
during his army service, and he’d never looked
back. Yet now, he found himself looking forward
to these short learning sessions with the rabbi.

“I don’t think you should pay me for this,” he
protested to Rav Kalman on their fourth
charusashaft. “I enjoy it, and it’s a privilege to
learn with you. It doesn’t feel fair to take money
for it.”



Rav Kalman felt his heart pulsate with joy and
longing. It was clear that Sammy had really
connected to learning, that the kedusha of Torah
had penetrated his soul. But the painting job was
almost over. How could he translate this
newfound bond with Torah into long-lasting

change?

“Tell me, Sammy,” he said on their fifth day as
they seated themselves by the table. “What’s with
your family? You said you have kids, right?”

“A boy and a girl,” Sammy confirmed proudly.
“My son had his Bar Mitzvah last winter and my
daughter just had her Bat Mitzvah. We threw a
really nice party for her.”

Rav Kalman winced inwardly. He did not want to
imagine what this ‘Bat Mitzvah’ party looked
like. Here were two Jewish children who knew so
little about what Yiddishkeit was all about. Two
starved from

precious, neglected neshamos

anything spiritual.

“What school are they in?” he asked, already
knowing the answer.

“The local public school,” Sammy said. A fleeting
look of discomfort crossed his face. He knew
what was coming.

He was right.

“Public school?!” Rav Kalman exclaimed in
horror. “You’re sending your precious Jewish
children to school with goyim? Here in
Lakewood, there are so many Jewish school
options available! How could you send them to

public school?!”

Sammy ran his hand across his brow. “You’re
right,” he admitted uncomfortably. “To be honest,
we didn’t really think about the Jewish aspect at
the time. But you’re right. Their friends are
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mostly non-Jews and they’re losing their Jewish
identity.”

“Something has to be done,” stated Rav Kalman
firmly.

“What can I do?” retorted Sammy defensively.
“That’s the local school option. It’s a good school
in many ways and the kids are happy there. Where
am [ supposed to send them?”

“Yeshivah,” responded Rav Kalman instantly.
“Why don’t you send them to yeshivah? Give
them a proper Jewish education.”

Sammy drew back. “We don’t keep Shabbat!” he
exclaimed. “We’re not at all religious! Yeshivah
doesn’t come into the equation!”

“Listen, Sammy,” Rav Kalman said softly. “There
1s so much to Yiddishkeit. How can you deprive
your children of learning about their heritage?
Give your son the opportunity to learn a page of
Gemara like you just learned with me. Give him
the pleasure of connecting to his soul. Let your
daughter experience the joy of being a bas Yisrael.
Judaism has so much to offer. Even if your family
aren’t religious at the moment, don’t abandon
your children to assimilation. Allow them the
option to explore the beauty inherent in our faith.”

Sammy was silent. He stared at Rav Kalman with
eyes that held just a hint of anguish. Every
impassioned word had resonated deep within him,
and his heart cried out to accept what Rav Kalman
was saying. But there was a part of him frightened
to make such a drastic change.

“We can’t afford tuition,” he said at last.

“I’ll take care of it,” Rav Kalman reassured him
immediately. “Let me look into yeshivos for you
to find a place that’s a good fit for your children.”

Sammy hesitated. Then he nodded.



That was the beginning. Rav Kalman did
extensive research before settling on yeshivos in
Denver. Both children transferred from public
school into a frum setting and grew up to be
proudly frum Jews. Sammy continued learning as
well, gradually taking on some halachos, Rav
Kalman cheering him on every step of the way.

This completely secular family transformed into
one in which Yiddishkeit was a precious part of
their lives. By the time the children hit their mid-
teens, they were indistinguishable from their
other frum friends. The years passed, and they
both went on to build true Jewish homes.

Five days.
A heart overflowing with ahavas Yisrael.
The power of Torah.

And an entire family’s trajectory changed forever.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!

This story is taken from tape #TB41

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"!
are now available by phone.

USA 732.913.5616 or 718.557.7711
EY. 02.313.6038

Option 1: Yaadim given in BMG
Option 2: Shmussen given in Adelphia
Option 3: Captivating stories taken from shiurim

To receive Vaadim by emall or for questions and suggestions
call/text 6098071783 or email torasrebkalman@gmail.com
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Attn: Schools, Principals, Teachers!
Toras Reb Kalman Comprehensive ELA series
SEE IT FOR YOURSELF @
https://torasrebkalman.aflip.in/brochure-preview
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Comprehensive ELA Series

Book SIX is at the typeset stage!
Sponsor a story for $1,000
email: torasrebkalman@gmail.com
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ONCE DEALING WITH A SERIOUS ISSLE..

ONE YEAQ AT A DINNEQ FOR Q'
QENDEQ'S YESHIVA DARCHEI TORAH.
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READY TO CALL DOWN THE PARENTS
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IF RAV SHMUEL
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THEN I CAN SURELY
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DIVREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DovIiD PINCUS ZT'L
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THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF 7N Y11 12 2py» inma Hn7 12 Yxwo. \‘
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

EARLS OF WISDOM
FROM THE PARSHAH

) The Cow

Paradox

(2,0 712TN2) .1 NP NNT

This is the statute of the Torah. (Bemidbar 19:2)

Shlomo said: I grasped the meaning of all these, but when it came to the passage of Parah
Adumah, I analyzed and inquired and examined it, and »3mn apinY %m manx Mg —
“I thought I would gain wisdom, but it is far from me.”! (Bemidbar Rabbah 19:3)

1 Koheles 7:23.

Chazal say* that the big paradox with Parah
Adumah is it purifies those who are impure, but
imparts impurity to those who are pure. It thus
expresses contradictory characteristics.

Let us try to understand why this is so
fundamentally puzzling.

Evil and impurity is a very deep subject. Its
meaning and significance is by no means readily
apparent. Many have erred seriously when
contemplating the meaning of evil. In ancient times,
it was commonly believed that there are two divine

forces, one good, and one evil. Why did the ancients

2 Yalkut Shimoni, Chukas 759.

come to such a belief ? Because it did not make sense
to them that from the Source of Good will come the
opposite of good, i.e., evil. They therefore concluded
that evil must emanate from a different source.

However, it is written:

Y7 X721 DY WY qUN X713 7K 8D
78 Y2 vy ' IR - “Forming light and
creating darkness, making peace and creating
evil - I, Hashem, do all these

One of Hashem’s astounding capabilities is creating
what seems to be the very opposite of His nature.

How does evil come into existence? How does

3 Yeshayahu 45:7.



this work? The Ramchal explains as follows in Sefer

Daas Tevunos.

The above-quoted pasuk does not say that Hashem
“does evil) because Hashem doesnt do anything
bad; He does only good. The pasuk rather says that
Hashem “creates evil.” This means that Hashem creates
the possibility and the place for evil to exist in the
world, although He does not create evil itself. How
does He enable evil to exist? Simply by withholding
the full force of His good. Evil is nothing other than
the lack of good. If Hashem doesn’t fully bestow His
goodness, evil will come into existence. But Hashem
never creates evil directly.

This may be compared to a person who made a
certain object but left out one of its parts. The object
he made is malformed and malfunctioning although
he didn’t actually damage it in any way. The damage
resulted from what he didn’t do, from the absence of
a necessary part.

This is how evil and impurity comes into
existence. It’s not what Hashem did, but what He
refrained from doing. So explains the Ramchal.

Now let’s get back to Parah Adumah. We now
understand that all evil and impurity in the world
comes from alack of good and purity. As an example,
the 099w1i1 019, which are a certain type of korban,
were burnt outside Beis Hamikdash, and this is why
their flesh imparted impurity. They lacked the full
kedushah of Beis Hamikdash. This makes sense.

But with Parah Adumab, the sprinkling performed
with it was a sprinkling of zabarah and kodesh. It was
notlackingin purity atall; on the contrary, itincreased
purity. So where does the fumab come from? All
tumah results from a withholding of taharah, but
here there was an increase of tabarah and kedushab,

so there should have been no room for tumub at all.
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Thankfully, Chazal revealed the secret. It is because
Parah Adumah comes to atone for Cheit Haeigel.
And why did they worship an image of a calf in the
first place? Because the heavens opened up before
their eyes at Sinai, and they saw that the Merkavah
Haelyonah, the Divine Chariot, rests on four
creatures, one of which is a bull. That’s why they made
the image of a little bull, which is a calf. Their error,
their sin, resulted from drawing close to kedushah.
So their atonement was in a similar way. That which
purifies, imparts impurity. Parah Adumah.

A matter of tabarah, that is, the holy vision of
the Merkavah Haelyonah they had at Sinai, caused
impurity to appear. Before they involved themselves
with taharah, the tumah was in its place and was not
recognizable on its own. Due to the kedushah and
taharah they experienced, the fumah emerged from
its place and gained influence in the world.

This may be compared to raw gold that still has
some fine impurities mixed into it. The dross is not
recognizable at all because the percentage of gold
is so much greater. But when the gold is refined
repeatedly, and the dross is ejected, the impurities
now stand on their own and have all of their natural
properties in full force.

Similarly, evil and impurity can gain power in
two ways. Either by a lack of good and purity, or
by purity growing stronger and more refined and
ejecting its “dross.”

Parab Adumah entails the strengthening of
taharah. It purifies even impure people and objects
that no other means of purification is effective for,
even immersing in a mikveb is not enough to purify
them. It causes tumah to be ejected. Thus it imparts
impurity to pure people who carry its ashes for

purposes other than sprinkling it. ®
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Cleaning Up
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They shall take for you a red cow. (Bemidbar 19:2)

This may be compared to the son of a maidservant who soiled the palace of the king.

They said, “Let his mother come and wipe up the filth.” Similarly, let the cow come
and atone for the making of the calf. (Rashi)

This allegory about Cheit Haeigel teaches us an
important principle about zeshuvah for any sins one

might do.

1% i3 XY NX 0 oX - If Hashem
washes away the filth of the daughters of

Tzion.!

When Hashem atones for us, this entails great
compassion. It is like a mother cleaning up her
toddler.

If a toddler just got his clothing dusty, it is quite
possible that a good friend of the mother will brush
the child off. But if he made in his pants and got
himself all filthy, it’s different. That’s not for others
to handle. The best they can do is send the child to
his mother. Only the mother, who loves the child
dearly, will wash him off and change his clothes.
Because she loves him so much, she can tolerate the
filth and mess.

So it is with the Jewish people’s sins. There are
many of them. There is a lot of filth. No one other
than Hakadosh Baruch Hu is able and willing to
wash away the filth of all the aveiros. He loves us like
a mother loves her little child, and He cleans us up.

This is why the pesukim speaking of teshuvah
emphasize returning to Hashem. It is obvious that
our return needs to be to Hashem; He is the One
we distanced ourselves from. So why do the pesukim
emphasize this point? Because He alone is able and

willing to cleanse us of our filth.

1 Yeshayahu 4:4.

PIOR Ty YXIW 12w - Return,
Yisrael, all the way to Hashem your G-d.?

MWH OYX ' O YR 2wn ox - So
said Hashem: Yisrael, if you return, then

return to Me.?

It is like someone saying, “Sweet child, go to
Mommy.” Similarly, we are told to go back to
Hashem, because no one can clean up the filth of the
aveiros other than Him.

However, there is a general Torah rule that
Hashem treats us midah k'neged midah. As we treat
others, so Hashem treats us.

Let’s say we see what someone did, and we say,
“No way I am going to rectify matters for his aveiros
and mess-ups!” And if someone mistreated us, for
instance by insulting us or saying bad things about
us, we are even more likely to lose all respect for him
and distance ourselves from him. But if we behave
this way, Hashem might say, “Why should I put up
with the filth and mess of his aveiros against Me?”
Such behavior on our part could cause Hashem to
distance Himself from us, chas v'shalom.

If we are patient and forgiving with others and
show brotherly love to all Jews, and surely if we
show compassion for our friends and their family
members like a mother is compassionate to her own
child, then Hashem won’t pay attention to the filth

of the misdeeds we might have done.

2 Hoshea 14:2.
3 Yirmeyahu 4:1.



Whoever his

sensitivities, Heaven forgoes all his sins.*

forgoes personal

We can thus understand why Aharon Hakoben,
although he enabled Cheir Haeigel to take place,
had the merit to make the Parah Adumah that wipes
away the filth of this sin. Aharon loved peace and

4 Rosh Hashanah 17a.

[ Told You So

IC3E

pursued peace and loved people and drew them

close to Torah. He put up with the filth of everyone’s
fights and quarrels. So Hashem too, midah kneged
midah, forgave him, and gave him the mitzvah of
Parah Adumabh.

This teaches us that if someone loves all Jews, and
puts up with them, Hakadosh Baruch Hu, too, will

love him and forgive him for all his sins.
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I took you to curse my enemies, and now you blessed them. (Bemidbar 23:11)

Here we find Balak lodging a complaint that
Bilaam didn’t say what he was supposed to. Balak
wanted Bilaam to curse the Jewish people, and
he blessed them instead.

But what kind of a complaint is this? Bilaam
told him so from the start. Bilaam stipulated
before he came to Balak that he doesn’t say
what he wishes; he says what Hashem puts in his
mouth. So what was Balak complaining about?

Sefer Imrei Chein explains it beautifully. He
cites Maharil Diskin, who says that the reason
Bilaam was granted a level of prophecy like that
of Moshe Rabbeinu was so the words he spoke
would not filter through his own personality.
If Bilaam would have been granted ordinary
prophecy, his nevuah would have been affected
by who he was, and picked up an influence
detrimental to the Jewish people, who were the
subject of his prophecy. But since his zevuah was
on the level of Moshe Rabbeinu’s, what Hashem
spoke is exactly what came out of Bilaam’s mouth,

with no extraneous hue or alteration at all.

Balak didn’tknow this. He thought Bilaam was
aregular prophet. Although Bilaam told him that
he is in Hashem’s hands, Balak understood this
to mean that Bilaam can’t speak and do anything
he wants, but he can still imbue Hashem’s words
with a personal touch and thereby change them
enough to make a difference. Balak found out
only in the end that Bilaam can’t do that. Thus
his complaint.

But a question still remains. Balak saw, the
first time Bilaam prophesized, that he wants
only to bless the Jews. So why did Balak try again
and again, futilely, to get Bilaam to do the exact
opposite and curse them instead?

The answer is that Bilaam in fact said
something different every time. He did not give
a clear message. When he originally came, he
said:

937N NN 92 D’PbN WY WK 1277 -
The word that G-d places in my mouth is
what I will speak.



After he first blessed them, he said:

AWK INK 093 'R DWW WK DX K’Y7
1217 — That which Hashem places in my
mouth, I will be careful to speak.

After the second time he said:

127 WK YD KD PYX OR1aT KYT
ayx Nk ' - I already told you that
everything Hashem speaks, I will do.

Bilaam kept changing his story because he did
not want to reveal to Balak that he in fact has no
power of his own, that his nevuah is like that of
Moshe Rabbeinu, without any personal element.
So he started out by saying, “The word that G-d
places in my mouth is what I will speak.” In other
words, I can’t lie in G-d’s Name, I am going to
say what Hashem said. This left Balak thinking
that Bilaam will basically say what Hashem said,
but will add a word, or leave out a couple words,
in order to change it to the desired meaning.

Then Bilaam told him, “That which Hashem
places in my mouth, I will be careful to speak.”
He can’t change the text. This left Balak hoping
that Bilaam will still be able to put in a comma or
an emphasis or some other subtle alteration that
will leave the original words intact but change
the meaning of the message to a curse.

At that point, Bilaam said, “Everything
Hashem speaks, I will do.” He can’t do anything
to alter the message.

Then Balak took him to anotherlookout point
from which to view the Jewish people encamped
below. At that point, Balak already gave up on
the idea that Bilaam is going to alter Hashem’s
words. But he still hoped he could somehow get
Hashem Himself to change His mind.

JX qNPX K3 7137 DY72 UK P23 KN
iNapY DOPYRD 1Y W SPIR INK DIPN
own °% — Balak said to Bilaam, “Let’s go,
I will take you to a different place. Maybe

G-d will find it proper for you to curse

them for me from there.”

That failed, too. In the end, Bilaam had
to admit the truth that he has no power at all
regarding Hakadosh Baruch Hu. He has nothing
to say about the matter; it is totally in Hashem’s
hands. His nevnah is like that of Moshe. He just
reflects Hashem’s Will and Word as it is, without
any personal influence on it.

Bilaam actually revealed this point when he
said that he is DY "1%3 591 - “Falling with eyes
open.”

Balak saw that Bilaam falls down on the
ground when he prophesizes. This is one of the
differences between the nevuuah of Moshe and
that of other prophets. The Rambam states as

follows:

When all other prophets prophesize,
their limbs shake and their bodily
strength fails them.... All other prophets
are afraid and shaken up and fall apart.
But Moshe Rabbeinu is not like that, as it
says about him, 371¥7 Y& ¥OX 727 WX -
(Hashem] speaks to him like a person
speaks to his friend'.”?

When Balak saw Bilaam fall down, he thought
it was because Bilaam was seized by the terror of
prophecy, like other prophets are, in which case
Bilaam’s personality should color and alter the
prophetic message he receives.

But Bilaam already revealed that it is not
so. He is “falling with eyes open.” He doesn’t
fall down because he is terrified or because he
is going into a slumber. Rather, it is because he
has the disgrace of being uncircumcised. And
he keeps his eyes open. He sees his nevuuh with
absolute clarity, like Moshe Rabbeinu does, and

he communicates it exactly like it is. ®

1 Shemos 33:11.
2 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Yesodei Hatorah ch. 7.
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Krias Shema Al Hamitah
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He does not lie down until he devours prey and drinks the blood of the slain.

(Bemidbar 23:24)

“He does not lie down” at night on his bed, until he devours and destroys any

malicious force that comes to prey upon him. How? He recites the Shema upon his

bed and deposits his spirit in the hands of Hashem. If a camp and a division come

to harm them, Hakadosh Baruch Hu protects them and fights their war and throws

down the slain corpses of their enemies. (Rashi)

The Way You Sleep is the Way You Wake

The Shulchan Aruch beings with the laws
pertaining to getting up in the morning,

One should gather strength like a lion to

get up in the morning to serve one’s Creator.!
The Rema comments on this as follows:

When one lies down on one’s bed, one
should be aware before Whom one is lying,
and as soon as one wakes from one’s sleep,

. . . 3
one should arise with alacrity to serve one’s
Creator, may He be blessed.?

The Shulchan Aruch talks about waking up in the
morning, and Rema’s comment talks about going to
sleep at night: “When one lies down on one’s bed....”
Why was this comment made here, at the beginning
of Orach Chayim? Shouldn’t it be at the end of Orach
Chayim, in the halachos of going to sleep?

The answer is if you go to sleep like a lion, you can

1 Shulchan Aruch Orach Chayim 1:1.
2 Rema ad loc.

wake up like a lion. But if you go to sleep like a donkey,
you won’t wake up like a lion. The only way to rise in
the morning like a lion is to go to sleep like a lion.

The way a Jew gets up in the morning is
fundamental. It is a classic example of putting in a
little effort and reaping great profits. Some people
get up in the morning like this:

nvn Sy Yy APy Yy aion nyT1a - The
door turns around on its hinge, and the lazy

person on his bed.?

What is this metaphor telling us? We all know
that lazy people roll over from side to side in bed,
rather than getting up and doing things.

A door turning on its hinge might accumulate
miles upon miles of revolutions. Nevertheless, it
stays in its place. It doesn’t get anywhere. It makes
zero progress because it ends right where it began.

This is what a lazy person is like. He wakes up at
6:30 AM and rolls over on his other side. He wakes
up again after a quarter of an hour, and again rolls

over and continues sleeping.

3 Mishlei 26:14.
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Ifa person gets up in the morning in such a lazy way,

his whole day will be out of shape. He gets to shu/ late
and dices up the Téfilab into little pieces and chooses
which ones he will say. Pitum Haketores is not necessary.
That’s for baalei batim.... The purpose of Uva ["Tzion is
to hold up the world, and my personal world is in ruins
anyway.... That's the way a lazy person’s whole day goes.
Consequently, he makes no progress.

Ifa person goes to sleep in order to get up the next
morning with zest and energy, if he goes to sleep with
awareness of Hashem and His Oneness, with words
of Torah, then the way he gets up the next morning
will be completely different. And as a result, his
afternoon and evening will be different, too. And
that night he says Krias Shema again, and this puts
the whole following day on the right track. In such a
way he can become a different person altogether. But
when the two points of going to sleep and waking up

are weak, the whole day is weak.

It Pays Off

Keeping Torah and mitzvos calls for employing

proper tactics.

npmyn gy Awyn nivanna 0> - You

should wage war with tactics.*

Sometimes you need to devise a successful plan,
as in business.

A successful business deal is one in which the
investment is small and the profit is great. The Vilna
Gaon is said to have taken hold of his #zitzis before
he passed away, and remarked, “What a wonderful
world is the world that I am about to depart from. In
this world, for a few pennies you can buy #zitizis, and
every moment that one wears zitizis, it is equal to all
the mitzvos put together.”

This is an example of a good business deal. Such

a small investment and such great returns! You just

4 Mishlei 24:6.
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wear #zitizis all day and earn many thousands of
priceless mitzvos.

Up in heaven, Hashemn has a computer, so to
speak, with which He calculates all the mitzvos a
person does. Every moment a person wears #zitizis
he is gaining a mitzvah equal to all the 613 mitzvos.
Worlds upon worlds of mitzvos. And this brings him
blessing, parnassah and success.

Here’s another example of an easy mitzvah to do.
Someone lives in an apartment building that doesn’t have
good lighting in the stairwell. It turns off all the time and
people get stuck in in the dark in the middle of climbing
up the steps. So this person took a little initiative. He
bought a light bulb for a few pennies, connected it to an
electric wire, and affixed it to the ceiling of the stairwell.
Now there is light all night long. People can access their
apartments and go down to the street. Children, elderly
people, sick people now have light. He might have even
forgotten about the whole thing, but everyone knows
that in this stairwell, there is always light.

This is an easy investment. And in the meantime,
he is accumulating thousands of mitzves. And
Hashem records it all. It is recorded that he did a
mitzvah of saving a life, because an elderly person
would have stumbled in the dark, broken a leg, and
perhaps even died. Or a little child would have got
stuck in the dark in the middle of the stairs and
become very frightened. And the Gemara says® that
a little child’s fear can endanger his life. Hakadosh
Baruch Hu writes everything down. Such a little
investment, and such great returns.

A person needs to look for mitzvos like these. It is
like investing money in a savings account with very
high interest.

Shema  sheal  hamitah s

undoubtedly such a mitzvah. When we go to sleep

Reciting  Krias

right, we wake up right, and we thereby gain an

entire day of Torah and avodas Hashem. o

5 Yoma 84b.
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