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Smart in Machlokes

92 9 D2Y 17 DNYR MR IR OYY IYh DY 1ODpN
YN Onp YY IRVIND YITN N DIND DYTP 0PI NTYD
(2,10

DWW RN NR PRI NIPY NWN 079 NHRN 01270 9
AR YT 1WN IR DR IR INYYIL NPO 1PNV 28Y 12T
NRY NAYPHPNY 17272 IN9PY PVIY DI DON RINY 12
YN NRIVI Y PRIR ROW 2010 MID HYA 1Y NNINN
(Y MR RNININ WITN) D WO NHYIN 1A PRY

Rashi asks, nt mowH nR3 nn 1°n Npow NIy — how did
the wise Korach fall for this silliness? Why is the question
specifically on Korach? Weren’t the other 250 bnei
Reuven also pikchim? Why did they fall for it?

The Medrash Tanchuma writes that Moshe Rabbeinu
tried to appease Korach in many different ways, but we
don’t find that Korach responded. The Medrash explains
that Korach was a ynywia npa. He understood that if he
gets into a dialogue with Moshe Rabbeinu, he will lose
the discussion and be forced to admit that he is wrong.
Therefore, it’s better to keep quiet and not respond.

Korach was more than just a wise man. He was a npa
Mywia. Normally, when a person gets caught up in
machlokes, he loses control and doesn’t act rationally.
But Korach was smarter — even in the heat of the fight,
he retained control and was able to make calculated
steps. This is why the Medrash questions 70 npaw np
AT MOYYY DRI 7. When it comes to the other 250, it’s
not a question. Of course it’s irrational, but people
involved in machlokes don’t act rationally. It’s only a
guestion on Korach, who was a 1nywI1 npy, and even
within a machlokes, he was able to keep his cool. That’s
why specifically regarding Korach we can ask npaw nap
N1 MYYY R N °0: If he was so smart, why did he take
such a risk?

We Are All Holy
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Rashi tells us that Korach dressed up the 250 men in
talleisim of techeiles and asked Moshe Rabbeinu if they
needed tzitzis. When Moshe Rabbeinu answered that
they do, they laughed. How could one string of techeiles
patur an entire tallis, but when the tallis itself is
techeiles it isn’t patur? What was the meaning of this
give-and-take?

The mefarshim explain that Korach came to the 250 men
and told them, »y1m 'n DN WITY 09D NIYN I
N 95np HY IRwINN. Korach came to them with a claim that
there is no need for one Kohein Gadol — ©%>3 nTyn Y3
0'W1T{H, we can all be Kohanim Gedolim.

Dressing them up in a nYn 15w T2 was intended to
demonstrate this point. If the entire beged is techeiles,
there is no need for one special string. The same applies
to the Kehunah Gedolah — ©wyTp B NIYN Y3 DR,
there is no reason for any individual to 5np Yy yRwinn
'n. Rashi on pasuk 6 explains that Moshe Rabbeinu’s

response was, NNR 1M TNR PIR TINR 17 ROR 115 PR IR
DYVPAN WR DWINAN TNRND DNRY TNR 9173 1191 TR N2t
AT NN

According to this, it's understood why there is no
question on the 250 men, Nt MVWY NRI N, The reason
they agreed to bringing ketores was simple. They
believed that they all could do the avodah of Kehunah
Gedolah and that they would all survive! The Medrash's
question, NT MVLYY AR AN PN NPAY NP, was

ATIYOY aqyeRegifically on Korach. While he preached, o9 NTYN Y



DYWITP, that was just a trick to get everyone on his side.
In truth, Korach knew that there can only be one Kohein
Gadol, but he wanted it for himself. That’s why the
Medrash asks, N1 mowH NRY A 0 Npa mp. If he knew
that only one would make it, why did he take the risk?

The Ultimate Brachah

To W NS pom YN Ky DYIRD IR SR N I9RN
(3.,7) :987®? 13 TiN3 INT TP IR DN

The pasuk tells us that Shevet Levi will not receive a
portion in Eretz Yisrael. How does that fit into the
parshah discussing the matnos kehunah? The fact that
they don’t receive a portion in Eretz Yisrael seems to be
a deficiency, not a gift, so why is this included in the
parshah discussing their gifts?

The pasuk continues, YR7W 732 N2 TN5NN 3PN 1R, The
reason why Shevet Levi doesn’t get a portion in Eretz
Yisrael isn’t because they didn’t deserve it, but because
they got something better. The Rambam (Hilchos
Shemittah 13:13) famously writes:

JUR DOWN IR YN WIRY WIR Y3 RHR 71931 1Y VIV R
MIVY » NaY TINYY HTANY WTH 1AM IMR IMI 1AM

5PN PI9Y TNYRD INVYY 103 W TOM M DR AYTY 172N
TN DIRD N2 WP TIWR D20 MINAVND NP IR
MNYLY OYYY INONN IPHN Y I DVTR VIR WIpMm
D2N3% NITY I3 Y PADNN 92T 1"NYa 19 1oM Dy

.on5H

The Rambam is teaching us that it is specifically because
Shevet Levi is ©’290 MNIYNN 59 1NN HYN pNo that
they merit YN pYn 'n. Shevet Levi didn't get a
portion so that they wouldn’t have to be busy with Olam
Hazeh and can dedicate themselves fully to avodas
Hashem, and with that approach, they are zocheh to 127
1Y pravnn without any extra hishtadlus.

According to this, the pasuk fits beautifully in the
parshah of matnas kehunah. The pasuk is telling us that
Shevet Levi doesn’t get a portion in order that he can
receive the greatest gift of all — 05Ny Jp5n NN,

It can be tempting for a ben Torah to take on some side
jobs to make extra money. But it’s important to keep in
mind that it’s specifically when a person remains
completely dedicated to learning and is 9 5»n pma
D290 MNawnn that he merits the ultimate brachah of
InoNa PoN NN,



A Well-Kept Secret

Rav Chaim Halberstam of Sanz was deeply involved in the
mitzvah of tzedakah. While he and his family lived most
frugally, he gave with an open hand from his own meager
funds and solicited from others as well. In keeping with the
rabbinical dictum that charity collectors should travel in
pairs, he always went on his rounds with a respected
member of the community.

One time, the Sanzer Rebbe set about to collect a large
amount of tzedakah for a certain once-wealthy man who
had gone bankrupt. He and a trusted companion were
going from house to house soliciting funds when they
came to the elegant home of one of the richest men in the
city. They entered the beautiful anteroom and were shown
to a velvet sofa, where they were served tea from a silver
service while they waited for the master of the house to
appear. After a few minutes, a well-dressed gentleman
entered and greeted the illustrious Rabbi warmly.

The Rabbi and his companion requested that the wealthy
man donate the large sum of five hundred rubles for an
unspecified "worthy cause." The rich man considered their
request for a few moments and then asked, "Tell me,
exactly what is this cause that you are collecting for? Is it
for some public institution or for a private person?"

Rav Chaim replied that he was collecting for a wealthy
citizen who had lost all his money and gone into
bankruptcy. However, this answer was not sufficient for
the potential donor, and he began to inquire further about
the identity of the person.

“I'm sorry,” replied Rav Chaim, “but | cannot divulge the
man's name, since that would cause him terrible
embarrassment. You'll just have to trust me when | tell you

that he's a ve@serving individual.”

Divrei Torah Shemos
5785.docx

The rich man refused to be dissuaded from his curious
pursuit of the man's identity. “Of course, | trust you
implicitly, and | would be only too happy to donate even
several thousand rubles to help you, but | would first like
to know to whom I'm giving the money.”

At this point, the man accompanying the Rabbi interjected
with his opinion that perhaps it wouldn't be so bad to
divulge the man's identity in this case. Surely, the rich
donor wouldn't allow the information to leave the room,
and it was a wonderful opportunity to amass the large sum
of money needed to help a fellow Jew rebuild his life.

But Rav Chaim would say only that the man had, up until
recently, been one of the pillars of the community and had
himself contributed to many worthy causes before his
unfortunate business collapse. Nonetheless, their wealthy
host continued to insist that he would keep the man's
name a secret.

The rich man, far from being silenced, grew even more
curious. “If you tell me his name, | will give you half of the
entire amount you need.”

Rav Chaim's fellow collector again tried to convince him to
reveal the man's name due to the tremendous sum of
money involved, but to no avail.

“You must understand,” the Rav replied, “that even though
the sum you are offering is more than generous, the honor
of this Jew is more important and valuable to me than any
amount of money! If you were to give me the total sum
that | require, | would still refuse to reveal the identity of
the recipient!”

The rich man's countenance changed suddenly, and he
became very still. After a moment, he softly asked Reb
Chaim to step into an adjacent room, for he wished to
speak with him privately.



Standing alone with the Rabbi, the rich man broke down
into bitter sobbing. “Rebbe,” he began, “I, too, have lost my
entire fortune and am about to enter into bankruptcy. |
was too embarrassed to tell this to anyone, but when | saw
how scrupulously you guarded the other man's privacy, |
knew | could trust you. Please forgive me for testing you in
such an outrageous manner, but | am a desperate man. |
needed to know for sure that under no circumstances
would you tell anyone about my terrible situation. | am in
debt for such a huge sum, and | have no hope at all of
repaying it. | am afraid that | will have no choice but to

'”

leave my family and go begging from door to door

The Sanzer Rav left the home of the rich man, and,
needless to say, not a soul ever heard a word of their
conversation. Less than a week later, he returned to the
same man's house with a large sum of money. He had been
able to raise enough to rescue not only the original
intended recipient but this one as well. They were both
able to pay off their debts and resume their businesses
successfully.

The role of the Sanzer Rebbe in this affair became known
only many years later, after he was niftar.

Cholent at a Bar Mitzvah

The telephone rang in Rabbi Wasserman’s study. “Hello,
this is Mr. Klein. | am calling to invite you to the bar mitzvah
of my son, Moshe, on Parshas Bo, January 13th.”

The Rav answered, “I'm very sorry, but | am leaving for
Eretz Yisrael in a few days on yeshiva business, and | won’t
be back until the end of January. I'm sorry | can’t be there
in person, though in my heart I'll be with you.”

Then the Rav asked, “What are you planning to serve at
the seudah?”

“Serve?” Mr. Klein responded, surprised by the question.
“Just the usual menu.” He went on to list the traditional
Shabbos foods.

“I noticed that you omitted the cholent,” Rabbi Wasserman
noted.

“Well, Rabbi, keeping it hot on Shabbos is a bit of a
challenge,” Mr. Klein explained. “There will be so many
other foods, I’'m sure no one will miss it.”

“Oh no!” the Rabbi said emphatically. “That would never
do! Cholent is traditional, and you should definitely include
it! I'm sure you will find a way to do it.”

“Well, if you say so,” said Mr. Klein. “l never realized it was
so important! We never even have it at home.”

Rabbi Wasserman explained, “Every item on the Shabbos
table symbolizes something special. The fish reminds us of
the meal the tzaddikim will enjoy in the future; the kugel,
with its crust, is a symbol of the mohn that the Jews ate in
the wilderness, which was covered with dew! Everything
has its own message.”

The Kleins invited Manya, their Polish maid, to the shul's
Kiddush hall for Moshe’s bar mitzvah celebration. Her
biological parents had been killed during World War |l
when she was a little girl, and she had been raised by foster
parents as a devout Polish Catholic. When she grew up, she
came to America, where she was hired by the Kleins.
Manya sat at the table with the Kleins’ friends and
acquaintances. That Shabbos, she was not a maid but a
guest, able to relax and enjoy the celebration.

At the Shabbos noon meal, the room was filled with the
rich aroma of cholent. Something from the past stirred in
Manya’s memory. What was it that seemed to remind her
of bygone years? She must have tasted this food
somewhere before—and the smell was so familiar, too.



But how could that be? This was Jewish food, eaten on the
Jewish Shabbos! Who were her real parents? Her foster
parents had never wanted to tell her. Could it be that they
were actually Jewish, killed during the war along with
millions of others? She decided she had to find out.

The next day, she informed the Kleins that she had to
return to Poland. Upon her arrival, she hastened to her
foster parents’” home. They were shocked to see her.
“Manya, what are you doing here? You wrote that you had
a good job!”

“I came to find out the truth about my real parents. Tell
me, were they Jewish?” Manya asked.

There was a heavy silence in the room before they began
to speak. “You know how the Jews were treated during the
war,” her foster mother whispered. “Before the Nazis
deported your parents, they left you with us for
safekeeping. The Nazis would have killed us if they had
discovered you were a Jewish child; we risked our lives to
save you. But now that you insist on knowing, we have told
you everything.”

Manya was stunned. “You meant well,” she said, “but |
want to find out more about my heritage. From now on, |

1”7

will live as the Jew that | am

She flew back to Los Angeles and went straight to the
Kleins. “It’s true, Mr. and Mrs. Klein! My suspicions were
correct — | am Jewish!” She told them the entire story.
“The smell of the cholent brought back my childhood
memories. | owe it to my biological parents to learn about
my heritage and preserve their memory!”

Manya enrolled in a school for ba'alei teshuvah and
studied hard. She progressed rapidly, both in her
understanding of Judaism and in her performance of
mitzvos.

After Rabbi Wasserman returned from his trip to Eretz
Yisrael, his phone rang. It was Mr. Klein on the line.
“Welcome back, Rabbi Wasserman. You will never believe
this story!” Mr. Klein then told him the story of the cholent
miracle. “It all happened because of your insistence on

1”7

serving cholent

You Should Get a Bracha

Every year, the Shuvu organization brings a group of
supporters from America to see the work being done in
Eretz Yisrael. They visit the schools, meet the students, and
marvel at how children from secular homes are thriving in
a Torah environment.

The highlight of the trip is when a group of Shuvu boys
celebrating their Bar Mitzvah are brought to the Kosel to
put on tefillin, dance, and celebrate.

One year, a boy brought his camera along, and one of the
American guests noticed it. The guest walked over to the
boy and asked if he would like to take a picture with one of
the Roshei Yeshiva who had traveled from America. The
boy excitedly answered yes and was brought over to Harav
Aharon Schechter, Rosh Yeshiva of Chaim Berlin, to have
his picture taken.

Afterward, one of the other Americans went over to that
boy and asked if he knew who had brought him to Harav
Schechter. The boy did not know.

How surprised he was to learn that the seemingly simple
person who had brought him over to the great Rosh
Yeshiva was none other than Harav Shmuel Kamenetzky,
the Rosh Yeshiva of the Philadelphia Yeshiva!

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com.

Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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RAV|SHMUEL BERENBAUM - Part 1

(1921-2008)

Rav Shmuel Berenbaum was born in 5681 (1921) in the
small shtetl of Knyszyn, near Bialystok, to R’ Aryeh Leib
and Gittel Berenbaum — simple, hardworking parents
with deep emunah and bitachon. He was the oldest of
seven children, all later killed by the Nazis, y”s. Though
he rarely spoke about himself, he attributed any “ounce
of truth” within him to his father’s scrupulous honesty,
and he recalled his mother humming him to sleep with,
“May you be like a Tanna,” nurturing in him a lifelong
yearning for Torah.

As did many Jews in Knyszyn, the Berenbaum’s lived in
extreme poverty, yet they ensured that young Shmule
always had what he needed to learn. When he once
returned home from yeshiva to find furniture missing, he
realized they had sold it to keep him learning.

Despite their poverty, his mother even managed to buy
him a Ketzos HaChoshen — rare for a young bochur,
especially from an impoverished family. Discovering his
unspoken wish for the sefer, she quietly reduced her own
meager food intake until she could afford it. The
bochurim assumed Rav Shmuel was wealthy when they
saw his Ketzos — and indeed he was, though not in the
way they imagined.

Knyszyn's spiritual environment was challenging. Though
the older generation revered Torah, the youth were
swept up by the “ism’s.” The parents lived with old-world
values, yet their children largely abandoned them. When
Rav Shmuel returned from yeshiva one winter, childhood
friends pelted him with snowballs for choosing a

different path. Their rebellion only strengthened his

resolve. A local melamed, R’ Burchka, also played a quiet
but decisive role in keeping him anchored to Torah.

Shortly before his Bar Mitzvah — precisely when his
peers were leaving the path of Torah and mitzvos — two
Novardok bochurim passed through Knyszyn and
described a glorious yeshiva in Bielsk. His parents
allowed him to join them, but upon arrival he found not
grandeur but a poor, makeshift yeshiva run by fiery
Novardoker talmidim. He stayed anyway, later crediting
Novardok with igniting his first taste of rischa d’Oraisa.

When he outgrew Novardok, he applied to Baranovich
but was at first rejected as too young. He persisted until
accepted, and his hasmadah was immediately noticed.
Rav Aharon Kreiser later attested that even among
Baranovich’s exceptional masmidim, Rav Shmuel’s
intensity stood out. Seeking more learning time, he
arranged a pre-dawn chavrusa with Rav Chaim Ginzburg,
who asked to be awakened each morning. Rav Shmuel
devised a system: Rav Chaim Ginzburg tied a string to his
leg and ran it out the window; Rav Shmuel tugged it
quietly so as not to wake the other bochurim.

His learning was relentless. When a new bochur arrived
and was set to learn with Rav Shmuel, the mashgiach,
Rav Yisrael Yaakov Lubchansky, warned that learning
with Rav Shmuel might be hard for him. Three nights in,
the bochur awoke to banging on his window. Terrified,
he asked who was there. “It’s just me,” Rav Shmuel said
apologetically — he was sure his chavrusa would want to
hear the answer to a kasha they had discussed earlier.

Not long after, he asked a powerful question in Rav Dovid
Rappaport’s shiur — one even the Mikdash Dovid could



Our Gedolim

not answer. Rav Nochum Partzovitz later recalled that
already then Rav Shmuel was analyzing sugyos with
concepts far beyond the level of his peers.

Rav Shmuel often stressed that success in Torah is borne
of persistence, not brilliance, quoting Rav Elchonon
Wasserman, who told a talmid that as a young man he
too lacked brilliance but achieved greatness through
perseverance. Rav Shmuel’s own persistence soon made
him one of the outstanding bochurim of the yeshiva.

Rav Aharon Kreiser told of a day when the bochurim
boycotted the lunchroom to protest cuts in their already
meager food. Rav Shmuel joined the protest but still
came to seder despite having eaten nothing. The
mashgiach rebuked him for endangering his health —
then retreated and burst into tears, lamenting, “Woe to
me that | must give mussar to a bochur whose small talk
| cannot even understand.”

Rav Shmuel eventually left Baranovich and entered the
Mir, arriving a year before WWII together with Rav Yoel
Rosen, Rav Aharon Kreiser, Rav Nachum Lassman, and
Rav Nachum Partzovitz. When the Russians entered Mir
in 1940, the yeshiva fled to Vilna, where the dire poverty
and crushing conditions forced bochurim to wait on line
for hours for a loaf of bread. Years later, Rav Shmuel
would show lifelong gratitude to a man who, on Erev
Yom Kippur, shared with him and several bochurim
pieces of cheese; otherwise, they would have entered
the fast having eaten nothing but a bit of stale bread.

He then escaped with the Mir to Kobe, Japan, where fear
of foreigners ran high. When a Japanese guest’s
typewriter was stolen in the hotel where they were
temporarily housed, suspicion fell on the Jews. Rav
Shmuel and Rav Leib Malin happened to walk by just
then and were promptly “identified” and arrested. Only

the intervention of a wealthy local Jew, who vouched for
them and offered his fortune as collateral, secured their
release.

In Shanghai, Rav Shmuel did not miss a single vaad of Rav
Chatzkel Levenstein and credited Rav Chatzkel with all
the bochurim accomplished there. Rav Chatzkel, in turn,
credited Rav Shmuel for holding up the yeshiva, saying
his learning during bein ha’sedorim kept the Mir afloat.
Even among the Mir’s legendary masmidim, Rav
Shmuel’s hasmadah was unparalleled.

Already before Shanghai, he brought his shtender and
Gemara with him whenever he had to wait in lines for
visas or paperwork. After the war he even carried that
same beloved shtender onto the ship to America.

In Shanghai he was the first in the beis medrash and the
last to leave, standing and learning aloud for hours
despite the suffocating heat. Nearly everyone sought
respite during the day, but Rav Shmuel refused to leave
the sweltering beis medrash for even a moment. While
others anxiously followed every painful report from
Europe, he avoided all such discussions to remain fully
immersed in Torah.

As the war intensified and air-raid sirens blared
constantly, the bochurim repeatedly ran for cover —
until Rav Shmuel decided that the bittul Torah was too
great and remained at his shtender even as bombs fell.
During that period he and R’ Nachum Partzovitz learned
Kodshim every day from 2 p.m. to 2 a.m., pausing only
for Maariv—a chavrusa’sharf that forged a lifetime
bond.

To be continued...

Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort”
by E. Kaplan



Answers

NP nvIa

-

. Aside from n1p Ny, list three other times that the NN mentions the yxn *a? *
a. In which additional instance does it say the “ground swallowed”? *

2. Aside from YN XX, what country is described as w27 250 nat \Ir”? Where?®

(98)

. List at least 323 people (not necessarily by name), in the nn, that died by fire.
(Not necessarily n71ma wnan) *
a. List two people in the N7 n who were saved from being killed by fire.

4. When, prior to n9p N9, are DaN) 0T names mentioned?
5. What brought both life and death in this week’s nv19?

6. Three of us are the same in concept,
One of us was of land,
One of us was of water,
One of us was of an animal,
Our time was neither day nor night,
We are found in three consecutive n»wvAo.
One is found in this week’s nwn9,
Who are we?

7. My name begins with a 7,
My name has three letters,
My father was a famous yv,’
My name is found in this week’s nvno. °
Who am I?

Need a hint?

! Twice regarding the N9 Nwyn and once in MWXI2

2 In nowa nwno

%It is in this week’s nw1o

* In this weeks nwn9 in TN5yN3, 2NY and M.

> His brother was a great P>y,

® Someone with my name is found in this week’s nv19s

10




Answers

1. It mentions the PP NwyN in (0,39) NS NI and in (3,8 PNNNI NWA9. It is also mentioned
when P was cursed - NNPY M9 NN NNXY TYN NNTRD 2 NN NINY
"0, T) AN DT NN,
a. Regarding the bodies of the 0»1 81 by M D> Ny P it says:
(2°,)0) WYY ININ INYIAN TINDS TPVIY,

2. DN - (3,30) W27 25N N2 XIND NNOHYN YD VYN

3. 250 people from NP N7y (251 according to the 9nNT YN0 that NP as well was burnt.)

a. 1) The fire by the o»mxnn killed the 70 01 (v &0 7w 1y).
(X: N w9 brings a NVYw that it was the 29 29y that were killed)
2) XyaNY AT
3)

b. onyan (at o71wo NN) and 0 (h1nY’s daughter-in-law)

4. Never. In previous incidents they were referred to D ¥) DYWIN Or DY), OF PNNY YON.
5. mop

6. The three of us are similar in concept,
One of us was of the land,
One of us was of water,
One of us was of an animal,

Our time was neither day nor night. - They were created mwnwin ya
One of us is mentioned in this week’s nw49.
Who are we? - NN ,INAN Y L,NIND

7. Next week....

Last week’s riddle:

| was used for ©n7x NN, - the oMMax bur
Upon me a»sn was killed, - the 9NN W
| brought salvation when there was thirst, - | was thrown into the water in nn

From me sometimes an N9t Ny is made,

In this week’s nw19 | am used as a metaphor for a pr1y. =YY (9,0) PR ON Y N2 Wi
| am mentioned in this week’s nwA9.

Who am I? -\y

NDON 121739 ,NIND DNT 12 PRD NYY NITHIAR NNOY NI
973NN TIION 12 TYT PN, 7Y APY TIT N2 1D 1572 ,97T DNNAN 12 DINY 7D
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MINNY NMITN 950
Sponsorships Available
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Pischei Parsha — Korach

RIDDLES

How were Moshe and Korach related?
e They were first cousins: their fathers, Amram and Yitzhar, were brothers.
¢ Since Kehas and Yocheved were siblings, Moshe was first cousins with Yitzhar (the son of Kehas), who
was Korach's father, thus making Korach his first cousin once removed. (We could keep going, since
Moshe was also first cousins with his own father by the same calculation, so Korach was Moshe’s first
cousin’s nephew — I'm not sure what that’s called.)

Some baalei kriah pause slightly after the words, “V’On ben Peles,” before continuing, “Bnei
Reuvein.”" Why?

This pause makes it clear that the phrase -bnei Reuvein,” -Bescendants of Reuvein,” refers back to the entire
previous phrase, and thus indicates that Dasan and Aviram, who were the sons of Eliav, as well as On ben
Peles, were all, -Bescendants of Reuvein.”

Against whom did Korach rebel?
Against Hashem, Who told Moshe what to do.?

Korach protested the appointment of Elitzafan ben Uziel as the nasi of the family of Kehas. Korach
claimed that since his own father, Yitzhar, was the older brother of Uziel, Korach should have been
honored with this position instead of his first cousin.* Ironically, prior to this event Korach had once
been honored for being the firstborn of Yitzhar, and he actually became upset! When did this occur?
Hashem told Moshe that the Levi’im should be charged with the holy duty of serving Hashem in the Mishkan,®
thereby replacing the firstborns who had sinned during the Chet HaEigel.® As part of their inauguration
process, the Levi’im had to have all of the hair on their bodies shaved.’ Although Aharon was from Shevet
Levi, he had the status of a Kohen so he didn’t undergo this process. Therefore, Moshe was the first to
undergo this inauguration, and he then immediately proceeded to inaugurate Korach, who, being the firstborn
of Yitzhar, was the next person in the family hierarchy.® After Korach was shaved, people didn’t recognize him
and asked him what had happened. This led Korach to complain about the whole inauguration process as well
as the actions of Moshe in general, which enabled him to initiate a rebellion among people who were already
negatively disposed towards Moshe.’

Name 2 wealthy people in Tanach, one from Bnei Yisrael and one not, who followed the advice of their
wives, which led to their respective downfalls.

e Once, when Korach came home from the beis medrash, his wife asked him what he learned, and he
replied that Moshe taught them to put a string of t’cheiles in their tzitzis. She mockingly said, -HI make a
tallis entirely our of t’cheiles!” This attitude spread, and inspired Korach’s rebellion.

Zeresh told Haman to arrange a fifty-amah tall gallows upon which to hang Mordechai. Precisely
because they were so tall, they were visible from the palace of Achashveirosh, and when
Achashveirosh became angry at Haman, Charvonah was able to point to the gallows and suggest that
Haman be hanged on them.” "
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Before the ground swallowed up Korach and his followers, Moshe announced, “Suru na...” — “Get
away from these reshaim” — and warned Bnei Yisrael to not get swept away with them.'? In what
situation does beis din make this announcement?

When someone who is suspected of lying declares that he is willing to swear, the beis din announces, -Get
away from these [multiple] reshaim”: the person who is about to swear falsely, and the person who brought
about this situation of chillul Hashem by giving money to someone who isn’t trustworthy. "

On Simchas Torah (and other times), we quote Korach in a popular song. Which song?
Rabbah bar bar Chana, the amora, was shown a place in the ground from which Korach could be heard, in
gehinnom, saying, Moshe emes v’soraso emes,” -Moshe is true and his Torah is true.”™

Aharon’s stick miraculously sprouted nuts.'® Have you ever seen a piece of wood sprout food?
That’s what happens every time a tree grows fruit! Is it any less miraculous that an orange grows from a piece
of wood, which happens to be still stuck in the ground? Or are we just used to it?

JUST CURIOUS

Korach was jealous of Elitzafan ben Uziel, who was appointed as the nasi of the family of Kehas."®
Chazal list kinah among the bad middos which are “motzi’in es ha’adam min ha’olam,” “Take one out
of the world.”"” In what way does jealousy “take one out of the world”?
o Many mefarshim explain that kinah breeds stress and anxiety to the degree that one’s physical health
is compromised, and one’s life is shortened.
One’s -world” and reality are defined by his beliefs and attitudes. A jealous person is oblivious to the
fact that Hashem controls the world and determines what is allotted to each individual. By undermining
his awareness of Hashem’s hashgacha, he has removed himself from his personal -world” of
emunah."®

Korach asked Moshe, “Does a tallis which is made out of t’cheiles need a string of t’cheiles in its
tzitzis?,” and Moshe responded, “Yes.” Korach mockingly challenged, “Are you telling me that with
ONE string of t’cheiles you’re yotzei, but with a whole tallis of t’cheiles you’re not?!”" | don’t
understand — that’s what the pasuk says, and that’s what the mitzvah is! Was Korach’s “logical”
argument actually such a good challenge?

Korach was actually expecting Moshe to say that it doensn’t need a string of t’cheiles, to which Korach would
respond, -So too, the holy Bnei Yisrael don’t need you.” When Moshe didn’t follow the expected -script,”
Korach accused him of making things up.?

Korach complains, “We all heard the first 2 dibros at Har Sinai! Why are you taking all the leadership
for your family?”?' Yes, but Moshe heard ALL 10 dibros, and a lot more — what exactly was Korach’s
argument here?

Korach was saying, -OK, you heard more than us, so you took the malchus. But what makes Aharon more
special than anyone else? He heard what we heard.”*
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Chazal identify the wife of On ben Peles as an example of how a wise woman can positively influence
her family. She pointed out to her husband that whether Moshe would win or Korach would win, On
ben Peles would remain subservient to the victor without achieving a position of leadership. She
advised that since he did not have much to gain, it would be better for him to extricate himself from
Korach’s uprising.? Although her point is correct, it seems that she could have made a much stronger
argument. Why did she not point out that by questioning the authenticity of Moshe, On was
undermining one of the fundamental points of our belief and was becoming an apikores?

She recognized that her husband’s core motivations were jealousy and the pursuit of honor, and these desires
led him to his heretical views. She understood that if she would debate philosophy with her husband, it would
not be productive, but if she could undermine his desire for glory, she could solve the problem at its source.
This intuition, that enabled her to see what was beneath the surface, is precisely the wisdom which is praised
by Chazal**

Why doesn’t Aharon respond at all to Korach?
Befitting his holiness and -mussar personality,” Aharon’s silent response was, -Korach, you're right, you're
better than me. I'm just following Moshe’s instructions to be the Kohein Gadol.”®®

How could Aharon participate in the “ketores test” against Korach’s followers, and bring his own
voluntary ketores? Aharon’s own sons died from bringing voluntary ketores!
Moshe was able to give Aharon temporary permission, due to necessity.
It wasn’t actually voluntary ketores: Aharon brought the regular, morning ketores.
When Moshe -fell on his face” in front of Korach, he asked Hashem what to do, and was told to bring
ketores.
Moshe made this decision with ruach hakodesh.?®

Imagine the scene: Dasan and Aviram went out to protest against Moshe with their infants!* (Holding
them? In strollers?) Why?

Just as some people bring small children to the beis medrash so the words of Torah can penetrate them early
in life, so too, l'havdil, Dasan and Aviram wanted their terrible words to be absorbed by their children.?®

After Hashem told Moshe and Aharon that He would destroy Korach and his followers, they fell on their

faces to daven.? This is the source of our practice to do “nefilas apayim” after shemoneh esrei.** What

is the advantage of davening in this position?

e Cognizant of the fact that we stand in front of Hashem when davening, we hide our faces in awe of the

Shechina, demonstrating Yiras Hashem, busha, tznius, and anava.
We fall on our faces in distress, demonstrating our submissiveness, which is integral to teshuva. These
feelings allow our tefillos to be more readily accepted.
While covering our eyes and closing our mouths in a Hecked up” position, we reflect that we are unable
to accurately predict what will help us and what will harm us, we are not independently capable of
achieving our goals, nor can we even see or speak, without Hashem’s help. It is for this reason that we
daven shemoneh esrei with our legs -bound” together, aware of how limited we are.*’
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When Bnei Yisrael bowed in the Bais Hamikdash, they left 4 amos between each person, so that no
one would overhear his friend saying viduy, and cause him to become embarrassed. Likewise, we hide
our faces during tachanun to allow our tefillos to remain private.*

e We cover our faces to allow for maximal kavana.>®

Moshe and Aharon davened, “If one person sins, are You going to be upset at everyone?”* Was it
really one person? Didn’t many people join Korach?

At first, Bnei Yisrael followed Moshe and Aharon unswayed by Korach. Korach attracted attention to the
—ketores test,” claiming that he sought the kavod of Bnei Yisrael, and people gathered, curious to see if
Hashem would support Korach and re-instate the bechoros. For doubting Moshe, Bnei Yisrael deserved
punishment, but Moshe and Aharon defended them, blaming Korach alone for tricking them.*

Dasan and Aviram tell Moshe, “Even if you poke out our eyes, we’re not coming to talk to you!”*®* Why
did they volunteer this seemingly unnecessary, gory scenario?
o They were saying, ~¥ou think we’re blind, or you'll make us blind, so we can’t see that you're tricking us

and not taking us to Eretz Yisrael?”*
Dasan and Aviram presumed that Moshe was approaching them to offer them leadership roles, as an
attempt to bribe them so that they would end the rebellion. Bribery is described as something which
-blinds the wise.”*® They therefore responded that even if Moshe would attempt to -poke their eyes out”
by blinding them with bribery, nonetheless, Lo na’aleh—we won’t go up,” meaning, they would not
ascend to the positions which he would offer.*
Their statement demonstrates our tendency to say illogical, ridiculous things when we are angry and
engaged in machlokes.*

Moshe announced, “If the ground doesn’t open and swallow Korach, Hashem didn’t send me” — even
though Hashem never promised such a miracle. Wasn’t that kind of risky?

He understood that if people still doubted him at this point, the whole Torah was already undermined, because
challengers would continue to arise and sow doubt. Thus, he was forced to miraculously demonstrate his
veracity. Declaring that a neis would occur was low-risk: if it would happen, great, and if it wouldn’t, the
situation wouldn’t be any worse than it already was.*'

Moshe announces, “If Hashem creates a brand-new creation, by making the ground open up to
swallow Korach and his followers, you will know that they angered Hashem.”** Weren’t earthquakes
already “invented”?

This earthquake was unique: the ground opened, swallowed Korach’s people, and immediately closed, like a
mouth eating.*?

“Don’t be like Korach”* is listed by some rishonim as one of the mitzvos lo saaseh. How does one
violate this aveirah?
By perpetuating a fight**, such as by speaking, and perhaps even listening to, lashon hara®.

2 niar ', 1" "o nwn non

"IN "M R N"IR 07ITAN No1D MY

34 Jll) T"U

35 Nn:> T"U Iuln1

36 _I.uI T"U

¥ 11190 ,0"awN

# " "0 pmaT

S (1VRURT VT Iy Il )

0 X"0"Y WAIRY Nwn Y M
" 10 Apy™? X

42 ||7 T"lJ

43 Iulﬂ1

44

33

nm

To subscribe, email PischeiParsha@gmail.com




Yossi Ross

A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIVl

The area takes up perhaps a square mile, but its
population is like cities fifty times its size. Its gardens
are lush and green, blossoming with the greatest
talmidei chachamim, and the purest kedushat haTorah
that exists in this world. Its streets and sidewalks are
so narrow that sometimes walkers have to flatten
themselves against the wall in order not to be swept
aside by buses that speed through making turns,
sometimes remaining on the road, and sometimes
borrowing part of the sidewalk. It is the richest of
neighborhoods: rich in Torah and mitzvos, rich in
purity and kedushah.

This flourishing area of Meah Shearim didn’t exist 175
years ago. In fact, if you would have ridden by on a
donkey, which incidentally is exactly what those
streets were made for — donkeys and nothing more
— one would not have spent much time in that
desolate area as it was outright dangerous. Bo sirmos
kol chayso ya’ar, marauding Arabs, listim mezuyanim,
anyone could be there to attack. If someone had to
travel through at night and got stuck, he would make
arunforit. If he made it into the walls of Yerushalayim,
he was sure to bentch gomel the next morning, for
indeed he had what to offer thanks for; he made it
through alive.

About 175 years ago, if you were to step out of Shaar
Yafo, it would be a good hour and a half walk before
you would see a human being. There was an Arab
hotel over there known as “Chan.” Actually, it was
more of a hotel for the local robbers and thieves than
it was for honest people, but after walking for an hour
and a half in a forsaken and dangerous midbar, people
would stop over there to catch their breaths.

There was a settlement of Yidden in the walled city of
Yerushalayim, but it was extremely overcrowded. So
much so, that at one point a group of courageous

Yidden made a daring move. Seven strong Yidden,
strong in their bitachon, whom the Ribono Shel Olam
also had blessed with physical strength, got together
and decided that they were going to alleviate some of
the housing problem that existed for Yidden inside
Yerushalayim. They built a neighborhood which they
called Nachlas Shivah.

At first, they put up two houses about a half-hour walk
from the inn of Chan. They would travel there by day
to establish a foothold, and they moved some of their
furniture into the houses. Still, they would not stay
there at night. That was too dangerous even for them!
They hired the Arab who was in charge of the inn to
take care of their houses at night.

Let’s clarify what that means. That meant that
although Chan would climb into the window and take
anything of value — which they were sure to put there
so that Chan would not lose interest — he had
exclusive rights to be the burglar of the houses, and he
wouldn’t let anyone else in. That's how these brave
Yidden were able to maintain their houses.

It was some way to start a neighborhood, having to run
away at night behind the walls of Yerushalayim, but
the living conditions in Yerushalayim were desperate.
There were about 7,500 Yidden living there squashed
between 25,000 Arabs, Turks, and people from all
sorts of different nationalities.

Before moving to Eretz Yisrael, some of the Ashkenazi
Yidden had lived in Russia. Over there, chances were
that their boys would be drafted into the army for
twenty years, the Czar might have imprisoned them in
Siberia, and their lives weren’t worth a thing. Some
great Yidden, giants in spirit, yearned to live in Eretz
Yisrael, and made the arduous journey to settle over
there.
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The Turkish Caliph ruled in Eretz Yisrael, and he could
essentially do whatever he wanted with his subjects.
Yidden were considered foreigners, and officially could
not own land. So, how were these Yidden going to buy
houses? Harbei shluchim yeish laHashem. The only
way Yidden were able to purchase houses in
Yerushalayim was through the foreign consul.

Now that they were living in Yerushalayim, they were
the reason that the Russians could maintain their
embassy over there, and even an armed contingent to
“protect their citizens,” and that the Russian consul
could purchase land in Yerushalayim. The Yidden
witnessed a fascinating thing! The contemptuous
Russians themselves helped them out, not because
they were loving to the Jews, but because it gave them
a footing in Yerushalayim.

When the first talmidim of the Baal Shem Tov came to
Eretz Yisrael in Taf Kuf Lamed Zayin (1777), the
talmidim of the Vilna Gaon in Taf Kuf Samech Ches
(1808), and later the talmidim of the Chasam Sofer,
most Yidden who could afford it avoided the poverty
and lack of space of Yerushalayim and traveled up to
the Galil and settled in Teveria or Tzfas. Some others
moved down to Chevron.

But about 190 years ago, in the year Taf Kuf Tzadi Zayin
(1836), suddenly there was a move b’davka toward
Yerushalayim. Many people coming from Poland,
Lithuania, and Russia — ta/midim of the Vilna Gaon,
talmidim and the talmidei talmidim of the Baal Shem
Tov — suddenly decided that there is no place else but
Yerushalayim! The saying was, “Better live on some
corner of a roof in Yerushalayim than in a prince’s
palace outside of Yerushalayim.” So, in this very city
located right underneath the shaar haShamayim,
where the Ramban had come centuries before and
had difficulty putting together a minyan, finally there
were 100 Jewish families.

It was the first kehillah Ashkenazis established in
recent history. They built themselves a big bais
haknesses which they referred to as the Menachem

Tzion shul. One year later, in the year Taf Kuf Tzadi
A terrible
earthquake shook the city and there were subsequent

Ches, Tzfas crumbled at the seams.

epidemics and mageifah. Again, you had many, many
families moving south to Yerushalayim. The Chasam
Sofer said that the reason the earthquake happenedin
Tzfas was as a kpeidah for Yerushalayim. Tzfas was
it still had
tremendous glory from the times of the Arizal, and

considered Tzfas Ir Hakodesh; its

people were forgetting that Yerushalayim existed.

In Yerushalayim, the Notzrim now began to complain.
“Too many Jews! Not enough place for our churches!
What's happening over here?! Suddenly Jews from all
over are moving into Jerusalem! What do Jews have to
do with Jerusalem?!” In a way, the Arabs were more
practical. They began to empty their houses and set up
camp on the streets. This way they were able to charge
small fortunes for the rentals of their apartments.

Housing became a very, very serious problem. The few
apartments that were available were simply out of
reach financially for most of the Yidden. Every once in
a while, someone brought up the idea of establishing
a settlement outside of the walls, but the mere
thought of being outside the safety of the walls of
Yerushalayim, which were locked at night, caused
people to shudder in fear!

In the year Taf Reish Tes Vav (1855), when the famous
English Jewish philanthropist, Sir Moses Montefiore,
visited Yerushalayim, he saw the sorry plight of the
Yidden who were crammed into their narrow quarters.
He left a tremendous amount of money, and also cut
through a lot of red tape with the Turkish government
for permission to be given for some type of a
settlement to be built outside of the walls of the city.

Finally, on Lag Ba’omer in the year Taf Reish Chof Tes
(1869), a chashuve Yid by the name of Rabbi Yoshe
Rivlin, and his group of settlers, laid the cornerstone of
the first house of Nachlas Shivah, and they put up the
the Nachlas Shivah
settlement wasn’t really a practical solution. The

first two houses. However,
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people were scared to live there at night. They barely
stepped foot there during the day, and then only when
an armed transport was available to take them back
and forth.

Several years later, some of the Yidden decided that
enough was enough, and someone is going to have to
make the first move, even though there may be a
terrible price to pay for it. In the year Taf Reish Lamed
Dalet (1833), Parshas Toldos, the parshah that reads
“Vayizra Yitzchak ba’aretz hahiv vayimtza bashanah
hahiv _meah shearim,” one hundred people got
together, and they said we aren’t going to stop. We
are going to be moser nefesh ourselves, and we are
going to take the chance for all future generations.

Each one put down a Magidya, which was a Turkish
coin worth 100 prutos, and they made a pact among
themselves that nobody is going to back out.
Subsequently, they invested almost whatever they
had,
corresponding to Shaar Shechem, they purchased an

and west of the wall of Yerushalayim
area of about a square mile. Now, there was no turning

back.

They put up the first ten houses, and that would be
followed by the next ten houses. This was not going to
be some type of a symbolic gesture; this was for real.
They were going to live there with their families. Who
was the man who spearheaded this, who had the
courage to take that first step out? He was a man who
was not rich by any means, not with money anyhow.
He was a great talmid chacham, tzaddik, and askan.
His name was Reb Zalmen Baharan (ben HaRav
Nachum) zt”l. They called him Reb Nachum’s Reb
Zalmen. His father was Reb Nachum of Shadik zt”I.

In order to truly appreciate this, we are going to have
to go back a few generations. We’ll go back about 225
years ago to a Yid by the name of Reb Shlomo Zalmen.
Everyone knew Reb Shlomo Zalmen was special,
although you couldn’t tell by looking at him. Reb
Shlomo Zalmen had nothing, he never did, but there

was always a smile on his face. He was the most
content person in the world.

How did they know that he was a great person? They
knew that because the tzaddik “The Chemdas
Shlomo,” the Rav of Warsaw, once pointed out to
someone, “You see that Reb Shlomo Zalmen? You
think he’s an adam pashut? HE IS A TZADDIK NISTAR!”
The Chemdas
reservation whatsoever, he wanted people to know.

Shlomo said that without any
Reb Shlomo Zalmen was upset that the Chemdas
Shlomo said that about him. No one had to know. He
continued to live a very simple life.

Only toward the end of his life did he finally have a son.
Every day he spent the entire day learning with his son
Avraham to fulfill the mitzvah of V’shinantam
I'vanecha. Reb Shlomo Zalmen would not be zocheh to

be megadel his ben yachid and marry him off.

When he took ill and felt that his end was near, he
became very concerned. Although even after the
Chemdas Shlomo’s statement about him being a
tzaddik nistar no one spoke about it, at least not
openly, what would happen by the levayah? Would
the maspidim say all sorts of stories about how great
he was?! Reb Shlomo Zalmen cringed. That was the
last thing in the world he wanted. When people came
to be mevaker choleh, he begged them, “Please! No

III

hespedim

The people insisted, “But we must say something

17

about you

He swallowed hard and said, “lI beg of you, no
hespedim.”

But they insisted, “It's a zechus! People must learn
from your ways!”

Finally, Reb Shlomo Zalmen compromised, “Fine! You
can say this: | never went daled amos without Torah,
and | never stared at a woman besides for my mother
and wife.” With those words yatzas nishmaso

b’taharah, his neshamah left him.
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Even though Reb Shlomo Zalmen’s guf and neshamah
were separated, his neshamah was quick to return in
the form of a dream. He returned to his wife, as well
as to his brother-in-law, and cautioned them to give
the proper Torah chinuch to their son Reb Avraham,
which indeed, they did. His son Reb Avraham did not
have an easy life. When he was very young, he became
blind, but by that time the entire Torah Shebaal Peh
was shegurah al piv.

He continued to learn with his children, five sons and
one daughter. All of them would become great
tzaddikim. When his children were told that he was
sick, they all came running from different parts of
town. Simultaneously they entered the door, and they
were told this was their father’s last moments. They all
cried together, “Shema VYisrael Hashem Elokeinu
Hashem Echad,” and yatza nishmaso b’echad.

The oldest of the five sons, named Reb Shlomo Zalmen
after his grandfather, was known for the mitzvah of
hachnasas orchim. There was an interesting thing
about his hachnasas orchim. He would charge. He
would charge for everything as if it was a luxurious
hotel. He would also demand tips for the different
services.

Okay. That’s not hard to understand. So, it wasn’t so
much the mitzvah of hachnasas orchim. He ran an inn.
That’s a legitimate business. What people couldn’t
understand was that although it was one of the most
expensive inns in town, he was never short on
customers! Even stranger, you had these orchim
porchim, people who used to wander from town to
town, sleep in the shul, and eat from the public
kitchens. When they came here, they all ran to Reb
No one could

Shlomo Zalmen’s luxurious hotel!

understand it! No one, until before Reb Shlomo

Zalmen was niftar when he told his younger brother
the secret.

His younger brother asked him, “What’s the real story
behind those bills you used to give people? | have seen
the schnorrer of schnorrers, when you present him
with a bill of 500 rubles he says, ‘Sure!” smiles, and
pulls it out of his pocket! What went on over there???”

“I will tell you the secret, my dear brother. Whatever |
charged an oreach | always provided it for him
beforehand. | would meet him at the front door, give
him the money, and | would explain to him there
would be a bill at the end and he should pay me back
the money that | gave him. That’s how he would be
able to smile and say, ‘500 rubles — No problem! |
have it right here!” And he would give it to me.”

His brother smiled. He had a feeling something like this
was going on. But he asked him, “Reb Shlomo Zalmen,
what was the point in doing this?”

Reb Shlomo Zalmen answered, “The point was, as far
as my little children were concerned, it was a business.
They didn’t think it was I’sheim mitzvah. When they
had to schlepp suitcases and take care of the
customers patiently, they did so with a smile, because
look, this is our business, the customer is always right,
you always have to smile at the customer. This is how
| could be sure that the orchim were being served in
the best way. Later on, | would tell my children the
truth, and that’s when they got their retroactive ‘real’
lesson in hachnasas orchim. But as far as the younger

'II

children were concerned — business was business

Be’ezras Hashem we will continue this story. In this
story we see how these giants of spirit, who lived
through such hard times, looked at life through the
prism of Torah and avodas Hashem in a way that gave
them such simchas hachayim. By focusing on what’s
important we too can have more simchas hachayim.
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Electric Appliances cont.

Is it permissible to send a fax to someone who lives in a place where it is
currently Shabbos?

It is permissible to send a fax to a place where it is currently Shabbos.

Is it permissible to leave a message on an answering machine in a location
where it is currently Shabbos? Does it make a difference whether the message
is heard aloud or if it is not immediately heard?

According to the “letter of the law”, it is permissible to do so. However, some Poskim
write that this should be avoided since it is a disgrace to the honor of Shabbos if the
message is heard out loud on Shabbos.

Similarly, it is a Zilzul Shabbos to leave an answering machine on if messages will be
heard on Shabbos.

Is it permissible to open a window near a thermostat with the intention that
the thermostat will detect the change in temperature, consequently causing
the heating or air conditioning system to turn on or off?

It is not permissible to open a window with the intention of effecting a change in the
thermostat that will cause an electrical system (heating or air conditioning) to turn
on or off. Similar actions such as closing windows or doors and covering the
thermostat with the intent to activate an electrical change are prohibited as well. In
cases of necessity, there are leniencies that may apply to this prohibition and a Rav
should be consulted.

Is it permissible to remove pins from a Shabbos clock to cause the electricity
to remain on or off? Is it permissible to insert pins into a Shabbos clock, which
will cause the electricity to turn on or off?

Removing the pins does not effect any electrical change. Rather, it prevents the clock
from turning the electricity on or off, and is permitted. However, the pins are
considered Muktze and should be removed in an irregular fashion.

Inserting pins to cause the light or appliance to turn on or off is prohibited.

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The guestions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

Some of my kids like to have yogurt by mmyp whw. Is it alright to mix granola into it?

QUESTION 2

The tuna salad didn't have enough mayonnaise in it. Can | add more to it?

QUESTION 3

What about putting mayonnaise with potatoes to make a potato salad?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

Can | cure fish on naw morning to eat for mwbw nTyp?

Answer: The (X"2-X"2w) n1112 mwn writes that salting or pickling raw fish or meat is not allowed on naw, as 5"
felt it too closely resembles the nanbn of Tayn. Therefore, raw fish may not be cured.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

Is there a problem moving around fish that was curing from before naw, even before it is ready?

Answer: Generally, if food is not fit to be eaten, it is n¥xpm. Additionally, if it is nxpm at the onset of naw, it
remains n¥pm for the entire naw. However, the (0™-"w) NM12 mwn writes that food items which are in the
process of becoming edible on naw, such as raw food that is cooking or curing at the onset of naw, arei not
considered nxpm. This is known as DR *T21M)- the actions of the person to complete the food's readiness
stop any nxpm. The (1"b-R"n) wr TN writes that it is not even nxpm in it's inedible state. Therefore, as long as
it will become edible on naw, it may be moved.

QUESTION 3

The ice cream is in the freezer and has some frozen raw salmon sitting on it. May | remove the salmon to
get the ice cream?

Answer: The question is whether the ice cream becomes a p'pa to the raw fish which is n¥pmn, making the
ice cream nx¥pm. If the salmon was placed on the ice cream without intention of leaving it there naw, the
(m™-v"w) N2 mwn writes that it does not become a vpa. Additionally, even if it was placed there with
intention of leaving it, the N2 mwn brings that some hold it doesn't become a p'pa if the nxpm item was
just put on top of it due to lack of space. The N2 mwn relies on this reason if there is a need. One can also
add that if it is sushi-grade salmon, it may not be nxpm at all, as people eat it raw. Therefore, in Most cases,
the ice cream may be pulled out from under the salmon.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Lighting the Way
Part 11

Recap: Chaim Chaikel is unable to find any work.
Broken, he leaves for another country, where he
finds a job in a tavern and abandons his
Yiddishkeit, cutting off contact with his family.
Chana, now an agunah, lives a miserable
existence. Her neighbor convinces her to seek
advice from the Shinover Rav.

It was a regular day in the tavern. Chaim Chaikel,
or Jack as he was now known, had arrived early
to prepare for the customers who would soon pour
in, and he was busy cleaning up the remnants of
last night’s frivolities. The owner was going
through the shelves of wine, ensuring they were
well stocked for the coming day.
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“Jack,” he called, “we need more wine from
barrel number twelve. Can you go down to the
cellar and bring up a couple of quarts?”

“Sure.” Chaim Chaikel wiped his hands on his
apron, took a lantern, and descended the creaking
stairs to the cellar. The hairs on the back of his
neck prickled as he pushed open the door, but he
ignored it. He had been down here numerous
times, and nothing remotely out of the ordinary
had ever occurred.

Stepping over the crates and bottles strewn over
the floor, he made his way to the barrel his boss
had indicated. He searched for a container to fill,
kicking objects aside until he found a jug large
enough. He was just about to start filling it when
he felt a tap on his shoulder.

“I’m coming,” he muttered, sure it was his boss.
“No need to be so—AAAAH!”

It wasn’t his boss. It was an elderly man with a
long white beard, clutching a heavy stick and
gazing at Chaim Chaikel with brilliant,
penetrating eyes. Chaim Chaikel had not seen a
man like this since he had left his family so long
before. He backed away, his teeth chattering.
How had the man gotten in?

“Wh-who are you?” he stammered.

The man ignored the question, stepping forward
to match Chaim Chaikel’s frantic retreat. “Go
home to your family!” he roared, brandishing his
stick. “Why did you abandon your Yiddishkeit?
So you had a nisayon? Go back, or you’ll regret
it!”

Terrified, Chaim Chaikel bolted behind a stack of
barrels, listening for the old man’s footsteps to
come and finish him off. When several endless
minutes had passed and the man hadn’t yet come
for him, Chaim Chaikel braved a peek out from
between the barrels.

The man was gone.



He had disappeared, vanished like a glass of wine
in the hands of a drunkard. Chaim Chaikel
stumbled around the cellar in confusion,
searching for any trace of the man. It was like he
had never existed. Still shaking violently, he ran
up the stairs, bursting into the bar with gasping
breaths.

His boss dropped the glass he was wiping. “Jack!
What hap—”

“Where is he? The man! Is he here?” Chaim
Chaikel yelled, his eyes darting around the room.

“What man? Jack, are you all right?”

Chaim Chaikel crumpled into a chair, his hands
on his knees as he tried to steady himself. “There
was a man. In the cellar. He threatened me.”

His boss frowned. “No one has entered or left this
building since we’ve come in. Are you sure?”

Chaim Chaikel nodded, gulping down air. “Yes!
He had a big stick, and he said—" He broke off,
unwilling to reveal his Jewish identity.

“I think you drank too much last night,” his boss
said, peering at him closely. “You’re
hallucinating.”

“I’'m telling you, it’s true.”

The owner sighed. “If you insist. Did you fetch
the wine I asked for?”

“The what?”” Chaim Chaikel shook his head. “Oh.
No, I couldn’t! The man—"

“Enough with your man,” his boss snapped.
“Fine, I’ll go and fetch it this time. But you’d
better get your act together before the customers
come in.”

Chaim Chaikel closed his eyes, trying to regain
his composure. By the time his boss returned, he
was breathing normally, though he was still
quaking inside. He went through the motions of
the workday, but his usual good cheer was absent.
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When there was a lull in the work, he replayed the
terrifying encounter over and over in his mind,
wondering who the man was and how he had
entered the tavern.

Chaim Chaikel was happy to put the incident out
of his mind and move on, but it was not to be.
Several days later, his boss asked him to fill up a
container with wine from barrel number two.

Chaim Chaikel spun around, his eyes widening.
“No way! I’'m not going back down there!”

The owner snorted. “What are you, some scared
little kid? Don’t be silly.”

With little choice, Chaim Chaikel took a lantern
and made his way down to the cellar. He peered
into the darkened corners, but there didn't seem to
be anyone there. His heart pounding, he
approached barrel number two.

He froze, a chill running down his spine. He spun
around.

The man was there. Same white beard, same
penetrating eyes, same heavy stick.

“Go home!” the man yelled. “How could you
abandon your Yiddishkeit, your wife, your kids?
They’re crying for you! Go home, or I’ll break—

2

Chaim Chaikel couldn’t bear it anymore. He
screamed. Then he collapsed into a faint.

The owner, hearing Chaim Chaikel’s screams,
came rushing down the stairs. He saw his
employee lying motionless on the ground,
unconscious. He dashed back upstairs, came
down with a pail of water, and threw it on Chaim
Chaikel’s face.

Coughing and spluttering, he came to. “The-the
man...” he mumbled weakly.

“Oh, not that man again!” The owner shook
Chaim Chaikel, trying to get him up. “You’re
going crazy.”



“No, it really happened!” Chaim Chaikel’s face
was still deathly pale, but he allowed himself to
be guided upstairs.

“I’'m sorry, I can’t have you working like this. Go
take a vacation, and when you come back, you’d
better be done with all this nonsense.”

“All right.” Chaim Chaikel felt stretched far too
thin. A vacation would give him some much-
needed respite, enabling him to return to work as
usual.

But where to go? He sat in his tiny house, mulling
over his options. He could stay local and visit
some of the scenic parks nearby to clear his head.
He could travel to a nearby village and make
some new friends, which might cheer him up.

And a third option. He could go home.

For some reason, his heart was tugging him
toward his family, whom he hadn’t seen in years.
The mysterious old man’s words had ignited a
burning longing for the people he thought he’d
left behind forever. Chana, with her sweet and
gentle nature, had been such a devoted wife. How
could he have left her stranded like this? And his
children! They must have grown tremendously
over the years of his absence, and he had missed
it all. Would they even recognize him?

But he couldn’t just step back into their lives as if
nothing had happened! They would probably be
furious at him, and rightfully so. Chana would not
be able to look at him. He had lived and acted as
a non-Jew for so long, he was afraid he was
irrevocably damaged. He would be shunned and
disgraced, an outsider for the rest of his life. Was
that really what he wanted? He was better off
remaining where he was.

He wavered for hours. To go or not to go? Finally,
he made up his mind. He would go for a short
visit, and if he were greeted warmly, he would
consider staying. If spurned... well, he could
always return to the tavern.
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Chaim Chaikel methodically began filling a bag
with his few possessions. There was no one who
would miss him, so he was free to set off that very
evening. He managed to hitch a ride until the next
town, and he sat in the wagon miserably as it
trundled over jagged cracks and rocks in the road.

The weather had turned dismal and cloudy.
Chaim Chaikel wandered around the town,
searching for an inn where he could stay. Yet they
were all booked up, and he was alone, with no one
to turn to for help. He huddled deeper into his coat
and prepared to spend the night under the canopy
of a deserted store.

The next day did not fare any better. He was
unable to find a ride, and so he began walking,
placing one tired, aching leg in front of the other.
He didn’t allow himself to question why he was
doing this, afraid the answer would send him
running back to the tavern. A spark had been lit
within him, and he had to see it through.

Eventually he managed to hitch another ride, but
that only took him as far as the border. He still had
a long, dreary way to go, and his heart sank at the
thought. But he was determined. He forced his
mind to go blank, forced himself to keep going.
One step. Another step. Finally in his home
country. Another step.

Slowly, the remaining distance decreased, and
Chaim Chaikel somehow managed to move on in
a blur of endless walking and the occasional
wagon ride. And one day, the winking lights of
his hometown greeted him, beckoning to him like
an old friend. His heart in his throat, he stepped
through the gates.

He had no idea where he was.

This town had once been so familiar to him. How
could so much have changed in the short years
since he’d left? The streets had become strangers,
twisting and coiling in bizarre patterns that made
no sense to his exhausted mind. He tried to find



his way, but there were no landmarks he
recognized. It was late at night, and not a soul was
around.

Chaim Chaikel sank down onto a low stone wall,
completely broken. He had come so far, and for
what? There was nothing for him here. He
couldn’t even find his way home, let alone hope
to rebuild his life.

He shivered violently in the cold, knowing he
would freeze if he remained where he was. He
picked himself up and continued walking, tears
streaming down his cheeks. The only haven he
could hope for was the shul, but he could not
recall its location. Where could he go? Who
would still be awake at this hour?

Suddenly, it hit him. The Rav! The Rav would be
up all night learning. He would surely have a light
in his window, marking his home and a place of
refuge. Chaim Chaikel decided to keep going,
hoping he would be received warmly by the Rav.
The idea of a roaring fire and hot bowl of soup
was enough to propel him onward.

He stumbled on blindly. A violent gust of wind
set off a round of coughing, but through his tears,
he spotted a gentle glow shining through the
darkness. Light! At last! He sped up, craving the
life and warmth he had been devoid of for too
long.

He had no time to even study the house’s exterior.
He ran up to the front door and began pounding
on it desperately. “Open up!” he cried. “Open
up!’ﬁ

his

Silence. He continued banging, tears

beginning to freeze.

Finally, a woman’s voice spoke from behind the
door. “I’'m not opening. It’s the middle of the
night!”
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Chaim Chaikel forced his numb lips to move.
“It’s freezing out here. It’s pikuach nefesh! Have
mercy on a Yid!”

Reluctantly, the woman swung open the door. She
opened her mouth to speak, but Chaim Chaikel
wasn’t listening. He had spotted a roaring fire,
and he could wait no longer. He ran over to it,
sinking to the floor, breathing heavily.

When he had recovered somewhat, he turned to
study the room. A small table, several broken
chairs. And on the table, burning brightly—

“My menorah!” Chaim Chaikel gasped, jumping
up to examine it. He knew every groove on it,
every swirl and dent. He turned to the woman, his
eyes flashing. “How did you get—"

And then he stopped. And stared. “Chana?”

Chana looked up sharply. Who was this stranger?
He had said he was a Yid, but he did not look
Jewish at all. How did he know her name?

His gaze was still fixed on her like she had
dropped from the sky. “Chana! Chana!”

And then it struck her. “Chaim Chaikel! You’re
back!”

She sank into a chair, her eyes wide and
incredulous. The tears streaming down her cheeks
mirrored his own, and for several minutes they
said nothing, their cries expressing everything
they wished to say but could not find words for.
How could they make up for so much lost time?

The children, awakened by their parents’ cries,
entered the room. “Who is that?” the oldest asked,
pointing at Chaim Chaikel.

Chaim Chaikel turned to his children, drinking in
their precious faces. “Don’t you recognize me?”
he asked brokenly. “I’m your father!”

The children glanced at each other hesitantly, but
at a nod from Chana, they slowly moved toward
him, staring at him with wide eyes. Chaim



Chaikel greeted them lovingly, assailed by grief
and joy in equal force. He knew they would need
more time before they accepted him fully.

“How did you have the menorah still 1it?” he
asked finally, once his tears had subsided
somewhat. “It was so dark, and only you still had
a lighton...”

Chana waved her hand dismissively. “Where
have you been all this time? I want to know
what’s been happening in your life. We missed
you so much!”

Chaim Chaikel gulped. “I’ll tell you, but first I
want to know how you came to have the menorah
still lit.”

“Many months ago, [ went to the Shinover Rav,”
Chana said. “He told me that on the last night of
Chanukah, I should keep the menorah lit and say
Tehillim the whole night. So that’s what I did. I
was crying with my Tehillim for hours now, and
Hashem answered my tefillos.”

“Incredible,” Chaim Chaikel murmured. He
looked at the floor as he related his experiences
over the past few years, unable to meet Chana’s
eye as he told her about the kind of life he had led.
When he finished, he slowly lifted his head,
terrified of her response.

Chana was gazing at him with deep compassion.
“It’s all behind you now. I’m just so happy you’re
back.”

“Baruch Hashem. I can’t thank Hashem enough.”

“I wonder who this old man who came to you
was,” Chana said thoughtfully. “Do you think
we’ll ever find out?”

“I don’t know.” Chaim Chaikel turned to look out
the window. The first rays of sun were breaking
over the horizon. Morning had arrived.

27

“You’ll go to shul, won’t you?” Chana said,
following his gaze. “Everyone will be so happy to
see you back.”

“I’m too embarrassed. I can’t.”
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“You have to,” Chana insisted. “Take the

children.”

Reluctantly, Chaim Chaikel agreed. He nudged
the front door open a crack and peered outside,
taking a deep breath before opening the door fully
and stepping outside. Cautiously, he walked
down the streets he suddenly recognized in
daylight. He kept to the shadows, not wanting to
meet anyone until he was ready. His children
walked a little distance ahead of him, still wary of
him in a way that broke his heart.

The shul was exactly as he had remembered it:
small and modest, yet spotlessly clean and
bursting with life. He approached the entrance
slowly, but a terrible force was pushing him away,
screaming of the shame and questions he would
face. And davening? He had not opened a siddur
in years.

But his children—his sweet, precious children—
were waiting for him, nodding encouragingly at
him. Throwing back his shoulders, he stepped
over the threshold and into the shul.

For a moment, no one recognized him.

And then one person did. “Chaim Chaikel!” he
gasped, dropping his siddur onto the table.
“You’re alive!”

The shul erupted. Everyone turned to look at
Chaim Chaikel, wonder in their eyes. They
crowded around him, welcoming him warmly.
His layers of armor melted away under their
genuine kindness, his heart opening once again.
He told them tearfully about the miracle that had
brought him back home, and they listened, wide-
eyed.



Davening began, and Chaim Chaikel slipped back
into it as if he had never left. The first few words
felt strange on his tongue, but he soon lost himself
in the rhythm of tefillah, his heart struck with
bitter regret but overflowing with gratitude. He
returned home humming softly to himself, and a
warm glow filled Chana’s chest.

Things only continued to improve. The
domineering carpenter had months ago gone off
to greener pastures, leaving the other carpenters
able to work without fear. Chaim Chaikel quickly
became known as the best carpenter in the area,
and soon they had a steady income. Chana
returned to her previous easygoing nature,
running the home capably and joyfully.
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Several weeks later, Chaim Chaikel was strolling
home from shul with an old friend. They
discussed the parshah as they walked, talking and
gesticulating  animatedly.  Eventually, the
conversation veered to more personal topics.

“How did the nes that saved you come about?” his
friend asked.

“What do you mean?” Chaim Chaikel was
surprised. “Hashem made it happen, of course.”

“Yes, of course. I mean, which tzaddik performed
the nes?”

“My wife went to the Shinover Rav.”

“Don’t you think you should go and thank the
Shinover Rav for bringing you home?”

“You’re right,” Chaim Chaikel murmured. I
didn’t think of that. I don’t have enough money,
though. We’re barely making ends meet...”

“I’ll pay for it.” The friend reached into his pocket
and retrieved a handful of coins. “You have to
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go.

Chaim Chaikel nodded gratefully. “Thank you!
We’ll leave tomorrow.”
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The next day, Chaim Chaikel set off with his wife
and children. The sun smiled down on them as
their wagon rolled on, birds chirping in the spring
breeze. Chaim Chaikel couldn’t help but compare
this journey to his previous one, so miserable and
hopeless. He felt like the luckiest man on Earth
with his family surrounding him.

“No ladies,” the shamash said when they
approached.

“It’s very important,” Chaim Chaikel said firmly.
“We all need to go in.”

“Fine.” The shamash opened the door, and they
went inside.

As soon as Chaim Chaikel saw the Shinover Rav,
he froze.

“That’s the man!” he gasped. A terrified scream
erupted from his throat, and he collapsed onto the
floor, unconscious.

“Help!” Chana cried. “What—"

The shamash immediately came running in,
assessing the situation. He ducked back out and
returned with a glass of water, which he sprinkled
on Chaim Chaikel’s face. For a moment, nothing;
but then Chaim Chaikel cracked open an eyelid,
looking around dazedly. When his gaze lit upon
the Shinover Rav again, he began stammering in
shock. “H-how? The Rav is the one who appeared
to me in the tavern!”

The Shinover Rav watched Chaim Chaikel, a
smile tugging at his lips. “I was here the entire
time,” he explained. “I used the forces of
kedushah to make you think I was there in order
to bring you home.”

Chaim Chaikel stood up shakily. “Rebbe, how
can | ever thank you? You brought me back home
to my family, to Yiddishkeit!”

The Shinover Rav smiled. “Just continue as you
are living now. Even if there are nisyonos,



remember that you are strong enough to
overcome them. You don’t need to run away,
Chaim Chaikel. Your greatest treasures are right
beside you.”

The reunited family returned home in high spirits,
knowing that they would be able to weather
whatever storms came their way. Indeed, there
were challenges, but Chaim Chaikel and Chana
were able to surmount them with unshakeable
faith. The years passed, and they raised a beautiful
family.

All in the zechus of the Chanukah candles, which
have the power to bring even the most distant
souls home.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!

This story is taken from tape #A51
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. Lﬂk"ma mn m ‘ﬂpm PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

THE YOLING R’ ELIYOHU SINGER AND R’ YISROEL
SPIRA WERE CLOSE FRIENDS AND CHAVRUSOS IN
TSCHECHIEN, GALICIA, ONE DAY IN 1983...

KI MALACHAV YETZAVEH
LACH... EVERY PERSON IS

MY WIFE, RAIZEL,
AND T DISCUSSED

MOVING TO AMERICA.
I ASK THE ROV FOR A
BRACHA FOR ME AND
MY CHILOREN...

“MACHANAYIM” -
MALACHIM,

PROTECTED 8Y TWO MALACHIM...
KEEP ‘T CLOSE TO YOU...ANY
PLACE YOU SETTLE SHOULD 8E
YOUR CAMP,
TOGETHER WITH HIS PROTECTIVE

R’ ELIYOHU BECAME A ROV IN THE TORAS
EMES, ESTERICH HUNGARY (AUSTRO-HUNGARY)D
SHLUL, IN NEWARK, NJ, AND THEN 8ROUGHT
OVER HIS FAMILY. HE SERVED UNTIL HIS SUDDEN
PASSING IN NOVEMBER, 1943,

YOUR FATHER, ZECHER
TZADDOIK LIVRACHA, FERVENTLY
WISHED FOR HIS OLOEST SON TO
TAKE HIS POSITION... AND ON BEHALF
OF THE KEHILLA, WE WILL B8E HONORED
TO HAVE MOREINU HARAV DOVID
SERVE AS OUR LEADER...

CHAVRUSAH'S CHILOREN.

AFTER SUFFERING THE HORRORS OF WWII AND LOSING HIS WIFE,
CHILOREN AND GRANDCHILOREN, THE BLUZHEVER REBBE, R’ SPIRA,
ARRIVED ON AMERICAN SHORES IN 1948, HE WAS GREETED BY HIS

REB DOVID HAD THE ZECHUS TO DRIVE THE
REBBE AND HIS NEW REBBETZIN TO UPSTATE
NEW YORK, WHERE THEY STAYED EVERY
SUMMER. THREE YEARS LATER, IN JULY 1951,
AFTER A LONG, SWEATY FIVE-HOLUR TRIP...

REBBE... I'VE
TAKEN OVER MY FATHER'S
POSITION. AND I... I'M MARRIED
FOR THREE YEARS WITHOUT
CHILDREN...

WHERE'S
YOUR FATHER?

oY/ BARLICH
DAYAN HA'EMES!

B'NI ATA/ ANI HAYOM
YELIDETICHA?

MY YESHAYA
NAFTALI HERTZ
FREEMAN WAS NIFTAR?
OY! BARLICH DAYAN
HA'EMES... OY! EARLIER THIS
YEAR, I GAVE HIM MY WORD
THAT I WOULD BE MASPID HIM
(DELIVER A EULOGY). WHERE
WILL T FIND A CAR SERVICE
OR TRAIN THIS LATE IN
THE EVENING?

*YOU ARE MY CHILOREN!
TODAY I GAVE 8IRTH TO
yOou! [TEHILLIM 2:7]

REB DOVID AND HIS BROTHERS BECAME
LIKE CLOSE FAMILY TO THE REBBE.

R’ DOVID WAS TIRED AND HOT AFTER THE TRIP, SO
THE REBBE TRIED EVERY POSSIBLE MEANS TO GET TO
NEW YORK SOME OTHER WAY, B8UT EVERY SOLUTION
HE FOLIND MEANT ARRIVING AFTER THE BLIRIAL.

R’ DUVIOL, T HAVE A
PROMISE TO FULFILL. PLEASE
TAKE ME TO WILLIAMSBURG... LIN
ICH ZLie DER TZI, A BEN ZACHAR IN
A YOHR TZEIT/ (AND T GIVE YOU MY
WORD, A 8ABY BOY WITHIN A YEAR
FROM NOW/D

A BEAUTIFUL, HEALTHY 8ABY B8OY WAS B80RN ON
SHABBOS, 5 TAMMUZ 5712 ... AND WAS NAMED AFTER THE
REBBE’'S CHAVRUSA! THE REBBE COULD NOT ATTEND THE

B8RIS, BUT ATTENDED THE PIDYON HABEN...

BARLICH ATA ..V'TZIVANU AL
PIDYON HABEN!..BARLICH ATA...
SHEHEHECHIYANU, V'KIY MANU

V'HIGIYANU LAZMAN HAZEH!

bN'\\’J’ M SHAPIRA (SPIRA), THE BLUZHOVER REBBE D¥1, WAS BORN IN REISCHA, GALICIA, TO YYIN? 1 (PREVIOUS
BLUZHOVER REBBE, THE SON OF THE PYTIND 2% AND N719Y. FROM A VERY EARLY AGE, IT WAS 08VIOUS THAT 1
NIV WAS DESTINED FOR GQEATNESS AT THE AGE OF 13, HE RECEIVED 12220 8Y THE DYIDN ()11VT2AV X2T7IN oY
5”3’( 17 OF BREZHAND WHO TESTIFIED TO THE MAGNITLDE OF DN 1 s 7P LEARNING. AFTER HIS MARRIAGE, HE
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EARLS OF WISDOM

FROM THE PARSHAH

A Measured

Response

(T ,7v 727N2) 1Y 73 DIY 1N

Levites, you've taken too much upon yourselves. (Bemidbar 16:7)

We can learn a lot from how Moshe Rabbeinu
handled the controversy with Korach.

Korach and his followers were real resha’im. One
of the Thirteen Principles of Emunab is to believe
that the prophecy of Moshe Rabbeinu is different
and superior to that of all other prophets. Korach
and his congregation denied this basic principle of

faith. They were thus apikorsim and deniers of the
Torah.

Not only that, but they disgraced and mocked
that which is holy, and dragged along the whole
Jewish people, to the point that Hashem said to
Moshe and Aharon: 19281 nXti1 7TV JiAN 15720
V31D DnX - “Separate yourselves from this evil
congregation and I will instantly destroy them.™

Nevertheless, when Moshe came to reprove

them, he did not speak harshly or curse them or put
them down. He sufhiced with saying "> >332 D3% 29

1 Bemidbar 16:21.
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- “Levites, you've taken too much upon yourselves.”
Hewastellingthem: please rememberyour eminence
and the honor of your family and your tribe. You are
all prominent people of illustrious lineage. Take this
into account; don’t sully your good names by getting
together just to stir up a quarrel among the people.

We could say that Moshe Rabbeinu, when he so
replied, was acting in accordance with the following
halachah mentioned in the Gemara:

There was an incident with a certain
disciple of Beis Hillel who brought his
burnt offering [on Yom Tov] to the Temple
Courtyard with intention to perform
semichah, to place his hands on its head and
lean on it [before its slaughter]. A certain
disciple of Beis Shammai [who held that it
is forbidden to do this on Yom Tov] said to
him, “What is this semichah?”

The disciple of Beis Hillel replied,



“What is this silence?” [In other words,
why don’t you remain silent?]. Whereupon
the disciple of Beis Shammai silenced him
with a growl and walked away.

Abaye commented: Therefore, when a
Torah scholar hears his friend say to him
a sharp word, he should not respond more
sharply than what was said to him. Because
one said, “What is this semichah?” and the

other responded, “What is this silence?”

It was the same here, with Moshe Rabbeinu.
When Korach and his followers came and said
to him Dd% 237 - “You've taken too much upon
yourselves,” Moshe answered them using their own
words: “Levites, yox have taken too much upon
yourselves.” He didn’t say more than they did.

Naturally, when a person gets upset, he becomes
like an erupting volcano. He bursts out angrily. Just
look at how an ordinary argument sounds: one

2 Beitzah 20a.
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person shouts, “Why did you do that?” and the
other shoots back, “And what about you? Who do
you think you are? Yesterday you did this, and the
day before you did that! Your father was a... your
mother was a....” He drags up every old grudge and

dumps it into today’s quarrel.

But Chazal say that when a person must respond
to a sharp word addressed to him, because it is a
situation where it is forbidden for him to remain
silent, and he must answer back, he should not
overstep the proper boundaries. He should say only
what he needs to, and not say back more than was

said to him.

This is why Moshe Rabbeinu, when Korach said
to him, “You've taken too much upon yourselves,”
answered back with, “Levites, you have taken too
much upon yourselves.” Although he was obligated
to respond, because of kevod halorah, he said only
that. About this is written 1iX7 PYT P78 >NOw —
“The lips of a #zaddik know how to bring favor. e

3 Mishlei 10:19.

Naturally Proven Prophecy

(33,1 127TN2) MY MY IR TVN 179 MM

And then the staff of Aharon, from the House of Levi, blossomed. (Bemidbar 17:23)

Why was the authenticity of Moshe Rabbeinu’s
prophecy proven in this particular way, by a staff

that brought forth flowers and almonds?

Korach denied the basic principle of the
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uniqueness of Moshe’s prophecy. He argued that
Moshe is no different from other prophets [and
therefore there is room to suspect that Aharon was
not actually chosen by Hashem to serve as Koben
Gadol]. Moshe Rabbeinu wished to demonstrate
that Hashem Himself speaks straight through him.
What he says is purely and exactly what Hashem
said, with nothing added or altered. He clarified
this point by the earth opening its mouth upon his
command. This amazing and unprecedented event

showed that his words are Hashem’s words.

Still, this miracle was not enough to settle the
matter entirely, because people still argued nnx
-1 oy nx onnid “You caused the death of the
people of Hashem.” They were saying that it doesn’t
prove Moshe is different from other prophets, that
what Moshe says is purely and exactly what Hashem
said.

To resolve the matter once and forall, they needed
to hear the point expressed directly by Hashem, not
through Moshe, so it will be perfectly clear that
Moshe’s prophecy is on a completely different level,

that hearing from Moshe is the same as hearing from
Hashem.

That is why Hashem commanded to put the staffs
of every tribe into the Kodesh Kodoshim. Because
the Kodesh Kodoshim was a place that even Moshe

@‘.ﬁ&lm AH |

was not allowed to enter unless he was specifically
called by Hashem to come in. It is a space that
belongs entirely to Hashem. What happens there is
not Moshe’s doing. If a proof of Aharon’s status as
Kohen Gadol will come from there, then everyone
will know for sure that what Moshe said is what
Hashem said.

However, a Heavenly voice could have emanated
from the Kodesh Kodoshim, or the message could
have been written on the wall as it was with
Balshatzar, or something similar to this. Why did
the staff of Aharon need to blossom and produce
almonds? Why did the miracle involve the natural

world?

Because nature itself is intrinsically the word of
Hashem. It is an act of Hashem Himself. Heavens
and earth and everything in them were created
on the very first day, even before the angels, and
certainly before man. They are the work of Hashem

and Hashem alone.

Hakadosh Baruch Hu demonstrated to the
Jewish people that Moshe’s prophecy is unique
by showing them something from the Kodesh
Kodoshim, something that also involved the natural
world. Blossoms and almonds. This is how Hashem

made it clear that He and He alone was speaking.

D2 27 DY 1NN TIIR DY) AN DY 1P 1Y 12 DR 12 0% 12 1P Np2)
(3-X,TV 927TN) 71 HAR DY IRWINN YITM 71 DIIN WP 09I 77V Y2 0D

Korach son of Kehas son of Levi took himself [to one side]... and they assembled against

Moshe and Aharon, and said, “You have taken too much for yourselves, because all the

members of the congregation are holy, and Hashem is among them. Why do you act
superior over the assembly of Hashem? (Bemidbar 16:1-3)

The incident of Korach involves two main issues.

First, Korach challenged Moshe Rabbeinu as leader
and chief prophet.

This brings us to the Thirteen Principles of Faith



as enumerated by the Rambam.! The sixth principle
is summarized in the Siddur as follows:

I believe with perfect faith that all the

words of the Prophets are true.

Right after that comes a principle that relates
directly to our subject:

I believe with perfect faith that the
prophecy of Moshe Rabbeinu, may peace
be upon him, was true, and that he was
the chief of prophets regarding those that
preceded him and those that followed him.

It is a basic tenet of the Jewish faith that Moshe
Rabbeinu’s prophecy has a special status. Moshe was
not just another prophet. And Korach challenged
this principle. He held Moshe to be like other
prophets.

This principle is essential.

The second issue in the incident of Korach is
the machlokes he stirred up. Korach quarreled with
Moshe and Aharon. This is the issue we will focus

on here.

The Torah prohibits keeping up a quarrel.
The introduction to Sefer Choferz Chaim

enumerates all the prohibitions that a person
transgresses when he speakslashon hara. One of them
is the prohibition on machlokes. The Rambam does
not count it among the 613 mitzvos, but Rabbeinu

Yonah and Sefer Mitzvos Gedolos do mention it as a
Biblical prohibition, as does the Chofetz Chaim.

What I am about to say regarding machlokes
may not contain much that is new to you. But it is

extremely important, nevertheless.

Machlokes is a Jewish aveirah. There were
controversies in all generations, in the shzer/ and in
the kebillah, and the results were always disastrous.

From a historical perspective, there is nothing

1 Rambam’s Commentary on the Mishnah, Sanhedrin,
introduction to chapter Chelek.
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that wreaked more destruction on the Jewish people
throughout the generations, up to this day, than did
machlokes. The factions and infighting among Jews
were tremendously destructive, since they were even
within families, inside the shu/, between the closest
people.

This is something unique to the Jewish people.
The reason is that Am Yisrael is a special people,
an intelligent people, a people that feels strongly
about things. And Hakadosh Baruch Hu created
each individual with his own character, different
from others, so friction naturally arises. We are all
thinking people. This causes a lot of machlokesim.

There are sins more severe than that of quarreling.
For instance, Hashem sought to wipe out the Jewish
people after the sin of Eigel Hazahav. And He
forbade them to enter Eretz Yisrael for forty years
because of the sin of the Meraglim, and this totally
changed the course of Jewish history. The sin of
Korach did not change history.

On the other hand, machlokes is so destructive!
It is what undid the Jewish people throughout the

generations.

I once heard from a prominent rabbi who was
an expert in Jewish history that every place where
there was machlokes, great changes took place in the
Jewish people; entire communities vanished from
the face of the earth.

One example among many is from the period of
the Gemara. There were two great yeshivos in Bavel:
Sura and Nehardea. They existed for hundreds of
years. Shmuel was rosh yeshivah of Nehardea and
Rav was rosh yeshivah of Sura. After the end of the
Talmudic era, these yeshivos were still there, and
carried on. But then a vacuum suddenly arose. The
Jewish people in Bavel became a non-entity.

What happened?

We don’t know exactly. What we do know is
there were a lot of machlokesim, mainly between

the Gaon and the Reish Galusa. The Reish Galusa

was the governor of the Jewish people in Bavel,



and the Gaon was the rosh yeshivah. Between them,
and between the people around them, personal
fighting was going on, and as a result, these great
communities simply vanished.

Let’s try to understand this. If the rosh yeshivah
was called “Gaon,”he must have known almost every
word of the Gemara by heart; otherwise, he would
not have been titled “Gaon.” These Geonim were
almost on the level of Amoraim. The Reish Galusa,
too, was on approximately the same spiritual level.
Nevertheless, there was quarreling between them,
and this destroyed the Jewish people. Until this day,
there are machlokesim in yeshivos, and they destroy

us.

We need to realize that machlokes is an aveirah. It
is forbidden just like the other aveiros in the Torah
are. This is why it is so damaging.

The Torah has a whole system of mitzvos and
aveiros. We all know that the quality of a mitzvah or
an aveirah is not measured by its external form. Its
true quality depends on its internal aspect, on what’s
inside. So to speak, mitzvos and aveiros contain a lot
of “explosives.” They pack a lot of power. The power
of mitzvos is for the good, and of aveiros, not for the

good.

For instance, we were commanded to wear a
garment with zzitizis. Why?

T ANXN YO DX ONION IMIR ONORM
oMy onwyl — You shall see them, and

remember all the mitzvos of Hashem, and
do them.?

The tzitis serve as a reminder to do the mitzvos.
When a mother sends a child to the grocery store,
and wants him to remember to buy milk, she might
tie a string on his finger as a reminder. This is human
nature; when you tie something on, it helps you

remember.

So we tie the strings of the zzitizis onto the edges

2 Bemidbar 15:39.
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of our garment in order to remember Hashem'’s
mitzvos. Izitzis originally had strings dyed with
techeles, because this is the color of the sky, and is
thus indirectly associated with the Divine Throne
of Glory? Tzitzis by nature cause a person to
remember, and simply speaking, this is the purpose
of the mitzvah: to remember Hashem.

But if the entire content of the mitzvah of tzitzis
is to remind, why does it have to be specifically
tzitzis, and specifically on the corners of a garment?
A person could tie a string hanging over a lense of
his eyeglasses so it will be a constant, visible sign by
which to remember Hashem. He won’t ever forget
Hashem because every time he looks at anything, he
will see the string.

There is a lot more to #zitzis than its external
form. Tzitzis are a mitzvah, and, like Hashem'’s
other mitzvos, they contain tremendous power.
They contain the fire of kedushas Hashem. So if the
strings and their placement don’t satisty all Halachic
requirements, one who wears them will lack that
power, that fire of kedushas Hashem. As a result, it
will not help him to remember Hashem.

This principle applies to every mitzvah. For
instance, we were commanded to take an es7og on
Sukkos, and the Torah describes this fruit as Yy »5
971, a beautiful fruit, and we are to rejoice with it
before Hashem.* But if we just take a different kind
fruit that we think is beautiful, it has no value at
all. Even if we take a bona-fide esrog, but it does not
satisfy all Halachic requirements, it is nothing.

The same goes for Chanukah candles, whose
purpose is to publicize the miracle. Let’s say instead
of lighting a little candle that burns for half an
hour, a person hangs a giant poster on his porch,
publicizing the miracles of Chanukah for all to see.
But that’s not the mitzvah. A mitzvab has a certain
form in which it is to be performed, and only in that

form does it have inner power.

It’s the same with prohibitions. For instance,
Hashem commanded us not to eat pork. If a Jew

3 Menachos 43b.
4 Vayikra 23:40.
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eats pork, chas vshalom, the inner aspect of the sin

is infinitely worse than the outer form of eating this

forbidden food.

Thisidea applies to machlokes as well. People sense
that quarreling is destructive. If a person is in a fight
with someone, he usually suffers greatly from it. But
this is not the main thing. An unpleasant conflict
between two people is just the external form. There
is much more to it than this. Machlokes is an aveirab,
forbidden by Torah law, like eating pork is. And an

aveirah is a blazing fire.

This is true as well with aveiros of the bein adam
[thaveiro type. When it comes to sins against
Hashem, we know that we don’t comprehend the
full significance. We know that a mitzvah such as
cating matzah has deep Divine qualities and vast

powers.

What about forbidden behavior toward human
beings? We tend to think that there is no more
to it than what meets the eye. We think we know
what it is all about. We measure the mitzvab or the
aveirah according to our own understanding. But a
mitzvah of the bein adam [thaveiro type is no less
of a mitzvah. An aveirabh of the bein adam [thaveiro

type is no less of an aveirah. And an aveirab is fire!

The destruction caused by machlokes due to its
being an aveirah is inestimably greater than the
damage due to its eternal, practical form. If we
would just understand this, it would totally change

our lives.

If a person eats poison, it doesn’t taste good, but
that’s not the point. Besides the unpleasant taste,
it has a very destructive quality to it. It contains a
chemical that causes internal damage that could be
fatal.

This is how it is with machlokes. When a fight

is going on, it doesn’t “taste good.” It is a bitter
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experience. This may be part of the problem, but
it is not the main part. The main part is that it is
prohibited by the Torah, so it has a very destructive

quality that reduces everything to ruins.

By the way, this point is quite relevant to shalom
bayis. We need to know that it is a mitzvah to love
every Jew. Tn3 Tv1Y naany, “You shall love your
friend as you love yourself”® The word Y7 means

“friend,” and one’s best friend is one’s spouse.

When a person wants to fulfill this mitzvah, he
finds a way to engender love of his friend. But when
it comes to one’s spouse, many people simply don’t

get the point.

In married life there are ups and downs to the
relationship. We need to know that this is part of
the mitzvah of TMd 7% nanxi. Any lacking or
problem in shalom bayis is a lacking or problem in

our fulfillment of a Torah-ordained mzizzvah.

Husband and wife are not “doing a favor” to one
another by promoting domestic harmony. A fully
obligatory Torah mitzvah devolves upon them to
find a way to love their spouse, and if they don’t
feel love, they need to find a way to arouse it. For
instance, the husband could give gifts to his wife,
buy her clothing, etc. He owes it to his wife, and she
owes it to him, because of the Biblical obligation of
TN TYIY nanN.

There are ways to solve problems. You just need
to have the desire to solve them. If you get used to
a problem, you don’t look for a solution, and this is
the big downfall. If we truly want something, we all
can find solutions and techniques and workarounds

to get there.

5 Vayikra 19:18.
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