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Shabbos Kodesh Parshas Eikev - August 1, 2026
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On behalf of thousands of Shomer Shabbos Jews - www.chickensforshabbos.com - The charity that simply helps families of Melandim, Agunos and Grushos in Eretz Yisroe! at ZERO expense
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Halachos and Hanhagos Relating to the Churban (6) (some even inscribe the words “zecher I’churban’ on the black
After the destruction of the Bais HaMikdash, Chazal decreed paint). Even though some may justify this custom, it would
that a person who builds a new house, should leave an appear that this is not the best manner in which to fulfill the din
unplastered area of 1x1 amos in the home, as a constant @3). Placing a painting or picture of Yerushalayim or the Kosel
reminder of the golus of Klal Yisroel. In those days, the walls Hamaaravi on the spot is definitely not in accordance with the
were made of stone with one layer of mud smeared over for halacha, since it is less a zecher and more a decoration ). One
insulation from the elements, and a second layer of plaster for ~ should strive to use this as a reminder of what Klal Yisroel has
added insulation and beauty. By leaving a specific area lost so that we may increase our tefillos for the geulah (5).
without plaster, the mud underneath would then show, and this Where To Place It. The most ideal place for this reminder is
created a zecher I’churban (1. In today’s day and age, homes on the wall facing the home’s main entrance. If this is not
are built differently, and we do not insulate with mud in the feasible, one should use the nearest wall to the front door, or
walls. We generally use “drywall” underneath with an directly over the entranceway, where it will be readily seen
overcoat of paint or something decorative. Thus, our reminder from the inside or as one leaves ). (Piskei Teshuvah) One
would be to leave an unfinished or unpainted area of drywall, who purchases a house from a gentile does not need to scrape
although in some cases where the drywall itself has an away any area of the house. If he does renovations or paints
attractive finish, it might be desirable to scrape the unfinished over the walls, at that point he should then leave a zecher. If he
area to make it appear less decorative 2). Another way would bought a house from a Jew who didn’t leave a reminder, he

be to simply paint the amah by amah area with black paint _shguld go ahead and make one (7).
D TPM — 727N 72 TOaN — DTN 1R

"mravm Ty - The braisa brings a story where one was vrw an animal and someone else came and did the ©7n »o, S0 SND) Y was 27N’
him to pay the oy nwy v for chapping (von) away his msn. Tosfos says, he would not be able to compensate the vrww for the loss by
giving him another bird and letting him vnw it and do the »o», because that would be a new i, but the original mitzvah is gone and it's a
Mo 999 Now mwn. The Gemara asks: is the compensation for the loss of the mxn o, or s it payment for the loss of the n571a on the »o»?
The n"pay would be if one was qon the opportunity to lead vann2. If the oy s for the loss of mxn 1w, he owes him oane »; if it is for the
loss of 512 70w, there are 4 12 in 3"m73, S0 he should be liable to pay 40 ©avwm? To answer this shaila, the Gemara brings a story where
x7asked a »m1y: do you want to lead bentching or receive 40 o instead? The sy refused the money. At which point a 9> na said - o
DM DYIIN MY N1 Y. The X'av» leams (in »"w) that 117 offered the spy1x the ot 40 to leave the premises and not even be there to
answer yaN, because yax nnyn is 71210 and »27 didn't want him getting any <ow at all. The X"av» brings 1 that used this X120, where one
was called up for an aliya and someone else chapped it from him, " exonerated the qun from omr » because the victim could've answered
o to the n572 and would've been considered like the 120, SO MWaN PoanT yN. The N'av7 adds, we see oy » is charged for
chapping a n>12 even on a P71 My, because the 4th bracha in (101 20M) M2 is Y277 and 3 charged 40 o

v ['nno 'o 1] paskens that if the vmw doesn't do »o» and one is there and sees this, he is 27 to do the »oo. The y'v is P min the
Mo, that our quin is o2 > 27N because he is also 2N in »o> Mz and when he chaps it, he is xxy, just the vrww has . But if the
191 would be that only the vrw has the i, then the qun would not be o2y > 290, because this payment is only when the qonis opn the
mxn he chapped. But if he just caused a person to lose the mn but he himself wasn't even axw, he would be a v and oy > wouldn't apply!

"o [xY P"2] quotes our Gemara and says it's nowa that oam » is for ma1a 70w, What about mxn ~5w? Tosfos answers that o2 »
incorporates both. *own brings that someone was called up for an aliya, and someone else chapped away the aliya. 73 paskened that the qoin
should repay him by giving him a n>wyn to vnw. These 2 m>1a M ;nVnw) will replace the 2 nmin m>7a that he swiped from him. The >
says NN N, if so why by us did » charge o > and not tell him to supply him with a nown? He adds that n" elsewhere paskened
(brought above by x"av™) that a m>12 quINis Ve because the victim could've answered yax. The nw»a ['nNd] says, ¥ had to charge »
ot because the bracha on »o» wasn't made out loud, so the victim couldn't say yax. ¥0 Py [x29w "N his translation on wyw o

oY1, oPh N Y [Pl why 10 zehuvim. mm n’n N 1n DY PN PV (3) NDPN D10 119 (2) N-DPN NN (1)

NADP OTX PN (5) 1" '0Y DNIY DM (4) 19: WD MHN
. W N"IN (7) 2:0p1 (6)
R’ Yoel Teitelbaum z¢”’l (Satmar Rebbe) would say:

“MIY IPINK T MY TPWIN N PPN MY - This posuk would have been more grammatically correct if it had said, ‘to
the end of the year.” Often, a person will approach Rosh Hashana with great intentions. He plans to turn his life around.
He believes this is the year he will follow through. But as time passes, the good intentions fade away, and he slips back
to his old ways. By year’s end, it becomes clear that this wasn’t the year, after all. It was just another year, like all the rest.”

A Wise Man would say: “To be clever enou
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h to amass a ridiculous fortune, one must be dumb enough to really want it.”
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When Hashem wants to bestow favor upon a person, He first prepares a suitable nisayon, a trial is placed before him.
Hashem allows one to sense that a hidden reservoir of blessing and success awaits on the other side of the challenge, granting

him the inner strength required to stand firm. In this vein, an amazing story is told about the renowned “Chacham Tzvi”’ - R* |

Tzvi Hirsch Ashkenazi z¢”’l. Born roughly 350 years ago in Moravia, he lived a remarkably vibrant fifty-eight years before
his passing in Lviv. His journey was defined by dynamic leadership and continuous wandering. He served as a prominent
rabbinical authority across Germany, Amsterdam, London and Poland, while also connecting deeply with Sephardic
communities, where he earned the prestigious title Chacham (“Sage”) that remained bound to him forever, and his well-known
for his courageous stand during the lingering aftermath of the Shabsai Tzvi movement in Amsterdam. In his youth, the
sixteen-year-old prodigy was sent to the great Torah center of Salonika to immerse himself in the Sephardic method of study.
It was during these formative years of relentless learning that his life crossed paths with the Rothschild family - a story
famous for its earthly conclusion, though few know the quiet drama that unfolded behind closed doors.

At that time, Reb Shimon Anshel Rothschild lived as a modest, devout, and humble oved Hashem. Years before he attained
fabulous wealth, each morning following his prayers, Reb Shimon would walk to his modest business - a small warehouse
tucked away at the edge of the marketplace - from which he sold his goods to provide a modest living for his family. Beyond
his daily labors, Reb Shimon was deeply committed to the mitzvah of hachnosas orchim, hospitality. He opened his home to a
young, earnest yeshivah bochur whose very soul burned with a desire for Torah study. Reb Shimon arranged a quiet
sanctuary for the youth in his attic and ensured he was provided with warm, nourishing meals every day.

By nature, Reb Shimon was a meticulous and orderly man for whom punctuality was paramount. At dusk, he habitually
returned home, set the dining table, and sat down to dine with his children. Yet the diligent student studying up in the attic was
routinely late for dinner, often losing all track of time while immersed in his holy studies. This recurring delay disrupted the
structured order of the Rothschild household. Seeking a practical remedy without causing offense, Reb Shimon purchased a
small hourly chiming clock for the youth’s room, hoping its soft bells would gently remind him of the hour. But the young
scholar’s concentration was so absolute that the mechanical chime went entirely unnoticed, and his single-minded diligence
continued unabated. Eventually, Reb Shimon felt his patience wear thin and decided the time had come to reprimand the
young man directly and put an end to the disruption once and for all. Seeing his rising frustration, his wife gently urged him to
exercise restraint and let the matter go. However, unable to master his momentary annoyance, Reb Shimon went to the attic
and sternly chastised the young scholar for disrupting the household routine and failing to show up to the family table on time.

The very next morning, a sharp knock echoed at the Rothschild front door. Standing on the threshold was a distinguished
delegation bearing an official letter from the rabbinate, formally inviting the young scholar to come and serve as the Chief
Rabbi of their city. The humble guest residing in their attic was none other than the young Chacham Tzvi.

Accepting their call, the young sage prepared to leave the home that had sheltered him. Before departing, he turned to his
host to offer a heartfelt farewell. He warmly blessed Reb Shimon: “May Hashem grant that, in the merit of the great
commandment of hospitality you so lovingly performed, allowing me to labor in the Torah, you and your descendants after
you will be blessed with extraordinary, boundless wealth.” Reb Shimon shook his hand and thanked him for the blessing.

Then, lowering his voice, the Chacham Tzvi’s face turned deeply solemn as he looked at his former host. “Know, my dear
friend,” the future Gadol Hador said, his voice cracking with emotion, “that it was my deepest wish to also bless your line

with generations of extraordinary Torah scholars and righteous leaders. Yesterday, a test was sent from Heaven to see if you |

were ready to hold such a gift. But to my great regret, in one single moment of impatience, you lpst it.”” (Lachazos B’Noam Hashem)
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hy are the mitzvos of tefillin and the obligation to teach one’s children connected here in the second parsha of Krias

"C, Shema? Additionally, we need to understand why the posuk changes from plural form - DnINDY DN DNV - to singular

form, with the words Tno52) 7r23 Tnawa?
Addressing the first question; the Imrei Emes z¢’I explains as follows: YES! The two are definitely intertwined. He goes on
to explain, “The Torah’s associating Y>an myn with ©31n0 Twn teaches us that just as the halacha dictates that we may not be

&M ny7 rvon while wearing fefillin, so too we must constantly be mindful of the chinuch of our young ones - never becoming

w¥ .| complacent, and setting their spiritual development on ‘cruise control’.”

As far as our second question concerning the 0217/ switch, the sefer Nachal Eliyahu offers a beautiful pshat teaching us

¥ | a vital and fundamental chinuch principle. If we want to create an impactful and everlasting impression on children, we must

make sure that it’s not only onTa> - teaching and preaching. It must also be accompanied by example. Tnawa - we ourselves,

"C, P WY, are to be engaged in, and heavily involved with Torah u’mitzvos.

Similarly, though the famous expression states; “It takes a village to raise a child,” one cannot simply rely on the

%] neighborhood to be mechanech your child. Rather it must be 72 mvwn. Our lessons and ideals, our every-day Torah-driven

o»nn o, must spring forth from each and every home to the best of our ability, with a force to permeate the hearts and

R minds of the impressionable youth.

May it be the will of Hashem that we remain vigilant in the chinuch of the mxan T while also improving ourselves,

rt,“"" thereby ensuring our seeing lots of nachas from 71>, BS”D.
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= = “Ywn: R’ Elazar Menachem Mann Shach z¢”’I once advised

someone to take upon himself a small mitzvah as a tikkun (a

spiritual act of rectification). “When you say Birkas

Hamazon, recite it from a siddur,” said R’ Shach.
The man was surprised. “For what purpose?” he asked.
R’ Shach told him the following story. The Brisker Rav

% 271 once needed to go to Switzerland for his health, where

the pure mountain air would help him. The doctor instructed

C *| him to walk on a certain path each morning, where he would
5| breathe the air to improve his condition.

After a while, the doctor checked the Rav and found that

| there was no improvement in his condition. He soon learned

that the Rav had wanted to get back to his learning each

morning, so he rushed the walk so as not to waste any time.
However, this left him with not enough time for the clear
mountain air to have a positive effect on his health.

The doctor was smart. He advised the Rav to take a sefer
with him and study it on the way. And so he did. The Brisker
Rav took a sefer and walked slowly, absorbing the air along
the way. In no time, the Rav’s condition improved.

“So t00,” R’ Shach concluded, “if you bentch from a
siddur, your whole path will be slower and not rushed. The
‘air’ will be clearer and you will absorb its blessing.”

Yomy: We say in bentching: “Who nourishes and sustains all
and benefits all.” When recited properly, Birkas Hamazon is
meant to be a segulah for parnassah in particular. Once we
understand where everything comes from, may we merit only

TIINT 12 IN'ON 233 DTANDY [T MY N
(-8 .. DPOIM D NN PINT TND N

GOLDEN NUGGETS ON THE PARSHA WITH A
FOCUS ON LESSONS HOW TO SERVE HASHEM
AND BE A BETTER JEW BY R' YEHOSHUA GOLD

blessings from Hashem.
=1 va DT anan

When recounting the miracle of the ground swallowing Korach and his supporters, Moshe only mentions Dasan and

In this week’s Haftorah, Yeshaya HaNavi described the
hopelessness felt by the Jews in exile even though the Navi
had delivered Hashem’s consolation already. Yeshaya tried
to explain that it was their rebellious behavior that brought
about their suffering and not unwarranted abandonment, yet
the people still felt abandoned by Hashem. How could the
Jewish people be so brazen to “turn it around” and be upset
at Hashem when they were the ones who were guilty of
abandoning Him in the first place?

The Chasam Sofer z¢”I explains that due to their many
sins, Hashem felt He had no choice but to harshly punish
Brnei Yisroel. Still, just like children always feel a sense of
safety and security by their parents no matter what they do in

life, Klal Yisroel also believed that their Father in Heaven
would always be there for them come what may. Although
it’s true that parents always want to give their children
whatever they ask for, however, a good parent knows when
it’s time to give in and when its proper to put a foot down.
The Jewish people erroneously mistook Hashem’s silence

as forgiveness until they went too far and the destruction of [

the Bais HaMikdash and subsequent exile suddenly hit them.
Confused, they childishly began to doubt Hashem’s love and
commitment to them, but Hashem never abandoned His
children. Rather, when He could no longer answer away their
sins, Hashem punished them so they can reset themselves and
return to Him.

o _| Aviram. Why is Korach, the primary instigator, omitted? A story is told of a child who was getting teased. In an attempt to win
G| his peer’s approval, he offered to buy them all candy. Delighted, the children eagerly accepted. Later, the boy returned home to
¥% | find his father frantically searching for a missing gold coin which he had planned to use for his son’s wedding!

Ashamed, the boy confessed that he had used it to buy candy. Although the father understood his son, he was outraged that

”“"C, the storekeeper had not returned the proper change. He confronted the storekeeper, who insisted that the boy had paid with an

ordinary coin. Customers overheard the heated argument, whispers spread quickly that the owner was a ganav, and the store

3 ;‘”m} lost many customers. The given psak was “Hamotzi M’chaveiro Alav Haraya” leaving the burden of proof on the father,

nevertheless, much of the town remained convinced that the storekeeper was dishonest and they boycotted his business.

’w Humiliated, heartbroken, and financially ruined, he left town, suffered a heart attack, and passed away.

Years later, a Meshulach arrived at the door of the father. He recalled how on a previous visit, he had persuaded the boy to

’“ﬁ@’v‘ exchange the gold coin for two ordinary coins, a bargain in the child’s eye. Those coins, not the gold one, were given to the

¥ | storekeeper. Who is to blame? Not the child, who didn’t understand the difference, nor the father who had no way of knowing.
"' *| The storekeeper had been honest all along! The real blame rests with the hockers. They had no skin in the game, no firsthand
,“ "‘,\,{ knowledge, yet they inserted themselves into a dispute that was never theirs. The same lesson emerges from Korach’s
& | rebellion. Korach may have believed he had a legitimate grievance, but Dasan and Aviram had no personal stake in the dispute.
X:5] By joining the fight and inflaming the conflict, they bore responsibility for escalating it. Often, Machlokes is sustained by the

sidelines, not the principals themselves. We can be builders of shalom rather than contributors to conflict.




