nwaa

CHAYEING B™127

Weekly ~

Shabbos Inspiration

3%

= 7 i
/s (1) Sk 58 =
Divrei Parshah Parshah llalachah Invana
Torah Stories Riddles Challenges DYoma

To receive weekily, call or text 605-801-1117 (opt. 8-3), or email weekly@chayeinuoffice.org



CHAYEING

Weelily

Shabhos Inspiration

PAGE CONTENT
3-4 Divrei Torah
5-7 Seudah Stories
8-9 Gedolim Story
10-15 Parsha Challenge
16-19 Life of Truth Story
20 Hilchos Shabbos Initiative
21-22 Halacha Q&A
23-26 Rav Kalman Krohn Story
27 Comic Story
28-35 Nefesh Shimshon

My
36-37  9"81p0AN) N"IN
38-39 98T POVWHTR AN
40-41 R"OOV ITY TN
42-43  R"0HW T30V N1WN 170N
44-45 R"0HW 19372 22X PRN 0N
46-47 R"0HW 'PDIID 727N
48-49  R"OHW PVWYWIAYT PN 1N
50-51 R0 1901773 RN 170
52-53 R0V 17127 IR 170
54-55  R"0DW WA 11N N0 1N
56-57 R"0Y% 930 17 90

SPONSOR A WEEK OF CHAYEINU WEEKLY!
Call or Text: 732-301-4043 opt. 8#-2
Email: info@chayeinuoffice.org  Zelle: chayeinuoffice@gmail.com



mailto:info@chayeinuoffice.org
mailto:chayeinuoffice@gmail.com

NAW NTIVO? NN "AT

The True Source
TR0 I3p3 RIY? D2 O} NWh 13T TWR DT NN
T DAXM 132 990 P23 1IR9 12 910 50 N27v3 12711
(R ,R) :201
IV 2T 27 Yava WYY Yavn YY NN - ant M
:992% WY 21 1Y AM27N U (0 2 YWIN) INRIY ,DNY
The Mashgiach, Rav Yerucham Levovitz zt”| (Daas
Torah), writes that we see from this Rashi a
phenomenal yesod. Chazal tell us that the real
cause of the Chet Haegel wasn’t kefirah or avodah
zarah — it was caused by having too much gold.
Chazal compare it to taking a young person, giving
him money, and placing him by amamina — nn
RO RYY 120 NWYI?

Rav Yerucham elaborates that every cheit has a
source, and we may not even see the connection at
all. The pasuk is telling us that the Chet Haegel
came from the rechush gadol, which happened a
long time before. The same applies to every
mitzvah and aveirah. A bachur may sit down to
learn, and it’s not going. Or, he starts davening and
he can’t control his mind from wandering. He may
think that he isn’t smart or can’t focus, but the truth
is, it may all be a result of the fact that he went to
sleep late the night before because he was
shmoozing or was lazy getting out of bed. Our
original actions are so impactful on the outcome
that Chazal describe it as an jan nwY'nn — DR
RO RN!

We need to learn from here, says the Mashgiach,
where to focus our avodah. If we wait until the
actual mitzvah or aveirah is in front of us, it’s way
too late. We have to make sure we are constantly
positioning ourselves in a situation that won’t lead

to Rom’ ®RYY 120 NwWY n. This is especially relevant
bein hazemanim. The setting we place ourselves in
makes all the difference.

Every Yid is an Opportunity
(27 ,%) D7) DIRYM DINIY 727 RYR NP
0O"I) "1 PInv SRIW? 1N TN ,DON0

The Chofetz Chayim would say that a Rav who is oseik
b’tzorchei tzibbur often has to deal with the issue of
D271 NIRWM DINTV 7729 RWR RI’R. He may be trying
to help the tzibbur, but there will inevitably be people
who will complain and make his job difficult.

The Chofetz Chayim would compare it to a storeowner.
Everyone knows that a major part of selling
merchandise is customer service. Most of the time, the
customers are reasonable and it’s not difficult to work
with them. But often, there is a shvere mentch who
comes into the store complaining about every last thing.
How does a good storeowner respond? A smart
businessman doesn’t throw this customer out the door;
he works on savlanus and tries to make him as happy as
possible. Why? Because at the end of the day, the
storeowner’s goal is to make the sale, and sending
customers out the door won’t help his true goal. Chasing
the customer away will not help his bottom line.

The same applies to someone who is oseik b’tzorchei
tzibbur. He has to appreciate that helping every Yid is a
mitzvah, and that is his goal. If one Yid doesn’t
appreciate it and makes it difficult, the eitzah isn’t to
turn away from helping him. He should look at every
individual as a “customer,” and helping each one, no
matter how difficult, will give him immeasurable
“profit.”
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Our True Essence
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The navi tells us that an ox knows its master and a
donkey knows where it gets food, but 113201 RY Mmy.

Rav Mattisyahu Solomon zt”l asks how we can compare
the two. An ox and a donkey don't think. It’s instinctive;
Hashem created them with the instincts to recognize
their owners. But when it comes to recognizing Hashem,
that takes work.

Yeshayahu HaNavi, says Rav Mattisyahu, is revealing to
us the true essence of a Yid. By nature, we are D’ann

— the very nature and instinct of a person is to think,
and if a person thinks, his hakarah of Hashem, his
emunah and bitachon, his ahavas Hashem and vyiras
Hashem should be completely natural. It’s only because
we fight our nature that we aren’t misbonen and don’t
think properly.

Rav Mattisyahu would exhort the tzibbur to daven and
learn mussar daily, in order to ensure that they live up
to their true essence of 0111aNN, and not fall to the level
of 1mamn RS "my — which is worse than oxen and
donkeys.
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Rav Aharon Schechter at a Chasunah

| asked Rav Aharon Schechter to be my mesader kiddushin,
as | was going to be learning in Chaim Berlin after my
chasunah.

After the chuppah, to everyone's surprise, he asked where
he would be sitting for the seudah. Then, for the entire first
dance, he stayed with me in the middle of the circle. Rav
Eliyahu Yormark, his son-in-law, remarked that he had
never seen Rav Aharon stay so long at a chasunah.

Rav Eliyahu told my mother that Rav Aharon had said that
since | didn't have a father, he would act as my father at
my chasunah. It was an incredible experience for me,
seeing how deeply he cared for me at my chasunah, even
though he barely knew me.

No Defense

Rabbi Yonah Emanuel of Yerushalayim once related:

“On Tisha BAv 1944, in the Bergen-Belsen concentration
camp, a decree was issued that no one would receive any
food that day — not even the very young children, the sick,
or the elderly. Despite this cruel decree, my mother
managed to cook some cereal for my young sister, Batya,
who was three and a half years old.

"She was eventually caught and brought to trial. The court
convened on Friday night, Shabbos Nachamu — the first
Shabbos after Tisha BAv. In Bergen-Belsen, special trials
were held where the defendant was entitled to an
advocate, or they could choose to speak in their own
defense. My mother decided to waive her right to an
advocate and refused to say anything on her own behalf.
Despite being offered a chance to speak, she insisted on

keeping quiet. She refused to say a single word, nor would
she search for anyone else to represent her.

"The trial was extremely short, and my mother was
sentenced to a loss of food rations for two days. | later
asked her why she did not argue for herself and explain
that she was simply concerned her young daughter would
starve. | told her that this might have gotten her a lighter
sentence.

"My mother answered, ‘It was already Shabbos when my
trial started, and | saw that every word was being written
down by the court reporter, who was a Jew. | therefore
decided to remain silent. It is better to go hungry than to
cause another Jew to be mechalel Shabbos!"”

Less Than a Shoe!

When Rav Yaakov Hillel, shlit’a, met Rav Avraham
Genachovsky at an event, he mentioned to him that he had
heard from gedolim many years prior that Rav Avraham
possessed Ruach HaKodesh.

Upon hearing this, Rav Avraham was visibly disturbed. He
picked up his shoe and exclaimed, “I am not even worth
this! This shoe is greater than | am! Now excuse me, | must
go wash my hands.”

With that, Rav Avraham got up to wash his hands and did
not return. For him, receiving honor was the absolute
antithesis of everything he strove for, as he knew that
seeking honor is motzi a person from the world and
destroys their character.

A Mile in Their Shoes

We live across the street from a girls’ dormitory, and like
many families in the neighborhood, we try to make the
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students feel at home. A while ago, we lent our blow dryer
to one of the girls in the dorm. She sent it back to us
through a friend, and when my daughter went to use it,
she saw that it was broken.

| was extremely annoyed, as you can well imagine. The girl
didn’t have the decency to tell me, apologize, or offer to
pay. | went about my business, but several times
throughout the day, | found myself thinking, What a
chutzpah!

Something was gnawing at me, though. | couldn’t put my
finger on it. It wasn’t only the girl’s irresponsibility; there
was something else lingering in the back of my mind,
refusing to come forward.

And then, a scene from many years prior flashed back into
my memory.

My friends and | were studying for a test at a classmate’s
house when there was a blackout. We lit some candles so
we could continue studying. A few minutes later, my friend
screeched, “Look, Esti! The candle!” One of the candles |
had lit had fallen onto the upholstery, burning a hole in the
couch.

| felt terrible, but | never did anything about it. Nothing. |
didn’t speak to the family, | didn’t call them, and | never
offered to pay. Why? Because | was so incredibly
embarrassed that | simply didn’t know how to face them.
Looking back, |
irresponsibly.

can hardly believe | behaved so

With that memory fresh in my mind, my perspective
completely shifted. | bet that girl is so embarrassed that
she just can’t bring herself to face me, | realized, just as |
couldn’t face those people back then.

It is so easy for us to judge others without knowing the

thoughts and feelings behind their decisions. Sometimes,
though, we are given a chance to put ourselves in their
shoes and recognize that things are not always as they
seem.

Peace between Neighbors

Two families, the Lipskys and the Fraigers, lived in the same
Yerushalayim apartment building and were embroiled in a
difficult dispute. The Lipskys’ first-floor apartment faced
the street and had recently become a target for thieves.
Consequently, they decided to have their balcony enclosed
with a security fence to keep intruders out.

The Fraigers, who lived directly above them on the second
floor, heard about the plans and protested. They were
worried that by enclosing the first-floor balcony, burglars
would easily be able to hoist themselves up onto the
second-floor balcony,
susceptible to break-ins. The two families could not find a

compromise, and the Lipskys were prepared to proceed

making their own apartment

with their plans anyway, causing a major rift between the
neighbors.

Mr. Bookstein, who lived on the third floor directly above
them, heard about the dispute and decided to bring
shalom between them. He wrote a check for the entire
amount it would cost for the Fraigers to also enclose their
balcony so they could feel safe as well. Through this
beautiful act of chesed, Baruch Hashem, everyone was
satisfied and peace was restored.

Just a few weeks after both projects were completed, Mr.
Bookstein and his wife went out, leaving their fourteen-
year-old daughter to babysit the younger children. An hour
after they left, a fire broke out in the Bookstein apartment.

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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Within seconds, thick smoke and flames in the dining room
were visible to people on the street.

Before the fire department could even be reached,
neighbors ran up the stairwell to try to get inside, but the
front door was locked, and the fire itself was blocking the
exit. Frantically, young men outside realized they could
climb up. They used the security fence on the Lipskys’ first-
floor balcony to reach the Fraigers' second-floor balcony,
and from there, they scaled up to the Booksteins' third-
floor balcony.

They broke through the glass, rescued the trapped
children, and brought them out to the balcony to safety
until the fire department arrived.

The very chesed that Mr. Bookstein had performed to bring
peace to his neighbors turned out to save his own children.

Without Delay

Rav Menachem Porush related the following enlightening
story, which instructs us on how we should approach the
fulfillment of mitzvos:

One Friday, | was called to the home of the Brisker Rav.
When | arrived, he told me of a certain talmid chacham
who was in very difficult financial circumstances. He had
summoned me to ask if | could find a way to help this man
out of his crisis.

“l have no rest over this,” the Rav said.

We discussed various solutions to the problem, and
afterward | went home.

About half an hour before Shabbos, | received another
urgent message to return to his home. Of course, | made
my way there as quickly as possible. The Brisker Rav told
me that he had just thought of someone who might be

SS—=1 Seudah Stories

able to help, and that we should write him a letter
requesting assistance.

| sat down and began writing, taking dictation from the
Brisker Rav. When 1 finished, | could not resist asking,
“Please explain, Rabbeinu. There are only a few minutes
left before Shabbos, and it is clear that we won’t be able
to send the letter now, since the post office closed hours
ago. Why, then, did you find it necessary to call me now?
If I had come and written the letter immediately after
Shabbos, it would have been delivered at the exact same

III

time

The Brisker Rav raised his eyebrows at the question. He
looked at me with eyes full of warmth and kindness.

“Reb Menachem, | am surprised at you,” he said. “Am | so
sure | will live until tomorrow?! Everything | am able to do,
| must do immediately, without delay.”

The Vilna Gaon’s Tefillos

Rav Aharon Kotler said, “It is well known that whoever saw
the Gaon daven, even just once, was so inspired that he
davened better for at least two years.”

He then related that he had heard from the Rav of Mir, Reb
Elya Boruch Kamai, that his grandfather had personally
seen the Vilna Gaon daven once, and for the rest of his life,
he davened differently.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com.

Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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RAV SHMUEL BERENBAUM - Part 5
(1921-2008)

Rav Henoch Leibowitz, Rosh Yeshiva of Chofetz Chaim,
once returned from spending bein hazmanim with Rav
Shmuel and described it to his talmidim: “Here | was
trying to relax, while Rav Shmuel had a different agenda.
‘Come,” he kept prodding me, ‘let’s learn Yoreh Deah
together, which we never have time for during the

12

zman.”” To Rav Shmuel, that was a vacation.

After a particularly strenuous medical situation, Rav
Shmuel was advised to take time off. Begrudgingly, he
traveled to South Fallsburg. The Rosh Yeshivah Rav Elya
Ber Wachtfogel observed that Rav Shmuel was learning
all day. “Wasn’t this supposed to be a vacation?” he
asked. “Yes,” Rav Shmuel replied, “which is why I'm
refreshing myself by learning Chullin, a masechta | never
get to learn during the zman.”

During one such marathon “vacation,” the Rebbetzin sent
one of their sons to ask Rav Shmuel to take a break and
come home for something to eat. Rav Shmuel, in the
middle of a sugya, sent word back that stopping now
would ruin the entire vacation. For him, what made a
vacation was learning, and what ruined it was stopping.

In his hesped, Rav Avraham Ausband described a Shabbos
Rav Shmuel spent in his Riverdale yeshivah for a
grandchild’s aufruf. Early Shabbos morning, Rav Shmuel
entered the beis medrash, sat in a corner, opened a
Gemara, and began learning. After davening, he went to
the kiddush, where the chosson delivered a shtickel Torah
that Rav Shmuel vigorously debated, after which Rav
Shmuel himself gave a spirited drosha. At the seudah, Rav
Ausband testified that he barely ate enough for a shiur of
Bircas Hamazon.

Our Gedolim

While the bochurim went to nap, Rav Shmuel returned to
the beis medrash, where a crowd gathered and a fiery
give-and-take lasted for hours. When he said he needed
to “rest,” he slipped to a corner and reviewed Gemara
with Rashi, then returned and said, “Now we can
continue,” learning until Minchah. After Minchah he gave
an hour-long shiur, then another half-hour shiur to a
different group. Seudah Shlishis was two challah rolls
brought to him in the beis medrash, and after Maariv he
continued learning with the bochurim until 10:30 p.m.
“And that,” Rav Ausband concluded, “was just one
Shabbos, and there were certainly many like it.”

One sweltering summer day, a blackout plunged the beis
medrash into darkness and shut off the air conditioning.
While others were at a loss, Rav Shmuel went with a few
bochurim to an air-conditioned car and continued
learning for nearly four hours.

After his second heart attack, a talmid visited him in the
hospital, despite the family limiting visitors per doctors’
orders. Rav Shmuel greeted him warmly and immediately
asked if he could get him a Gemara. The talmid went to
the hallway to ask Rav Shmuel’s son, R’ Asher, who
explained. “We have been arguing with him for two days,
as the doctors insist he must rest, and he keeps asking for
a Gemara.” Rav Shmuel did manage to smuggle in a
Gemara, taking great satisfaction in having done so.

Rav Shmuel believed that when someone is truly
committed to Torah, circumstances yield. A talmid’s
father was diagnosed with the dreaded illness and
scheduled for a procedure, and a few days before, they

CHAYEINaweeh lyﬁlmhlnm Inspiration
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came to Rav Shmuel. The son said his father refused to

share the time or place, insisting there was no need for
him to come and that it would cause bittul Torah, while
the son felt obligated to accompany him and asked Rav
Shmuel to intervene.

Rav Shmuel advised differently: “Let him go alone, and it
will turn out to be nothing.” And that is what happened
— tests showed the tumor was far less serious than
assumed and entirely benign. The talmid excitedly
reported back, calling it mammash a miracle. “What
miracle?” Rav Shmuel replied. “It’s simple: your father
truly didn’t want to cause you bittul Torah, and Hashem
granted his wish by neutralizing the growth.”

One might think Rav Shmuel was satisfied with his
hasmadah, but the opposite was true. In letters to Rav
Nochum Partzovitz, he lamented that his learning was
lacking. “If only,” he once said, “l could have one day of
learning like the Chazon Ish.”

When it came to set learning sessions, Rav Shmuel’s
devotion was unshakeable. Seder was sacred. Nothing
could move him before the very last moment of seder. In
time, he instituted a rule not to leave even for the
chasunos of those closest to him, including his own
children, before the end of second seder. Chasunos were
important, but seder was more important, and the
chasunos would wait.

At first, many objected to this practice, but eventually
everyone realized it was non-negotiable and adjusted
their simchos around Rav Shmuel’s first and second
sedorim. Even critical matters were overridden by seder.

Once, a group of Roshei Yeshivah met to discuss a major
issue. As the meeting proceeded, Rav Shmuel stood up
and headed for the door. “Second seder,” he said quietly

as he left. Some were bothered, but Rav Pam was not.
“Rav Shmuel will yet obligate all of us,” he said, “to learn
even more.”

A close talmid once tried to get Rav Shmuel to bend his
rule for his Sunday afternoon chasunah. He begged and
pleaded, until he made a fatal admission. “Why must
your chasunah be Sunday afternoon?” Rav Shmuel
asked. “It’s the only time my father’s acquaintances can
attend,” the bochur explained, “because they work all
other days.” “Aha,” Rav Shmuel replied with a smile, “but
| work on Sunday too.”

Rav Yerucham Olshin’s son’s chasunah to Rav Shmuel’s
granddaughter was to take place in Lakewood, which
would force Rav Shmuel to curtail second seder to arrive.
The family apologized, but there was no alternative. Rav
Shmuel asked, “If my presence matters so much, why not
make the chasunah in Brooklyn?” They explained the
cost difference was too great. “How much?” he pressed.
“$5,000,” they answered. Rav Shmuel took out his
checkbook, wrote the full amount, and handed it to the
mechutanim. A small price for something beyond
measure.

Rav Shmuel once attended a talmid'’s sibling’s chasunah
in Chicago and planned to fly back shortly after the
chuppah. When a storm reportedly canceled all flights,
he was deeply troubled at the thought of missing
morning seder and insisted on going to the airport
anyway. Despite being told none were leaving, they
found that one flight was still departing, and he boarded
overjoyed.

Reprinted with permission
from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Kaplan
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. What in this week’s nv19 was 9x4?
2. What did the sovereignty of »y and P52 have in common?

3. What are three instances in 77310 where the sun was held in its place?
Where in the "N do we find the sun set early? (Submitted by S. Schon)

4. List two connections this week’s nw19 has with axa 'o.

U

. List three instances where the words D25 29 is used in this week’s nv19?
a. List two other places in the N7 n where we find this expression.’

(0]

. My father died a young man,
My two sisters married their uncles,
| excelled at one M,
However my wife did share this passion,
This was symbolized by her fate.
| am mentioned in this week’s nw9.
Who am I?

7. 1 am the cause of many may,
| am one of the thirteen,
Twice in the NN | am part of a name,
Once of a place that may not have existed, >
Once of person that was the grandfather of a queen,
The difference between their names is but one letter.
| am mentioned in this week’s nwAo.
Who am I?

! Both are in the same nws.
2 L .

I am primarily discussed in Pwx12 790.
3 Major hint: In this week’s nvn9
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7.

Answers

The bed of »y

They were both kings of foreign nationality. »y was the last of the o>n97 and P52 was from 112
(7,20 72702 7w 1Y),

When 59w 93 fought pony (20, nbwa »wa 1y), when the Sxaw> %3 fought oo ( 0127wy
n9,2)and in 82 when yvin» was conquering SN XN (27, ywind 190 7y)
a. When apy> came to mmn n

1) o127 has a 709 that begins with N2>~ and it is lained with the n2"X N0 niggun.
2) The night which the YN w> %2 cried after hearing the reports of the 0¥9)71n was on ana 0.

1) (,8) (»© 9N) NN N2 NaY 0oY 19
2) (3,2) (PYW IN) NN NN AR 2D DY 29
3) (15,3 D39 27 MPN

a. (O, NIP) DY 27 DONX IR INN) VN DY 1ONPN
(3, X NIP) MY »a105Y 19

My father died a young man, - Y0 was killed by 1y
My two sisters married their uncles, - M and Nobn

| excelled at one Mxny, - DMN NDION

However my wife not did share this passion,

This was symbolized by her fate. - She turned into salt

| am mentioned in this week’s nwo.

Who am I? -0

Next week....

Last week’s Riddle:

My wife was previously married to someone else, - to the mother of 255 (0,35 7wy

My son was a great leader, - ONInNY

My step-son was one of the o), - (29w 295

My son married my step sons daughter, - onny married the daughter of 295 w0 yovm)
My name is mentioned in this week’s nwM9. - (,29) VPN 29D

Who am I? - 0P

NOIX 12 1791 ,1IND DNT 12 PRD PYY NTHIAR DNHY IR
977090 TOON 12 TYT PNYY ,N7Y APY TIT N 1922 1592 ,973 DNNAN 12 DINY YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MNMNY NMON YOO

Sponsorships Available
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RIDDLES

How much time is covered by each of the chumashim?
e Breishis: creation until the year 2309 (Avraham was born in 1948, and at the age of 100 had Yitzchak in
2048; Yitzchak had Yaakov at the age of 60 in 2108; Yaakov appeared in front of Paroh at the age of
130 in 2238, when Yosef was 39 years old; Yosef died 71 years later at the age of 110 in 2309)."
Shemos: 210 years of slavery in Mitzrayim, and 1 year in the midbar.
Vayikra and Bamidbar: the rest of the 40 years in the midbar.
Devarim: 37 days (Moshe begins his address on Rosh Chodesh Shevat, and dies on the 7™ of Adar).

The Torah describes four rivers which emanate from Gan Eden: the Pishon, Gichon, Chidekel and
Peras.? Elsewhere, when the Torah mentions the Peras River, it is described as, “HaNahar hagadol,
Nehar Peras—The big river, the River of Peras.”® Why is it called “the big river”?

Physically, the Peras River was actually the smallest of these four rivers, which is why it is mentioned last on
the list. It is described as the “big river” specifically when it is mentioned together with Eretz Yisrael. In this
context, the term “big” does not refer to its length, width or depth, but rather to its stature: it is considered great
due to its association with Eretz Yisrael.* When we see that even a river can be uplifted by its connection to
Eretz Yisrgel, we should appreciate the degree of spiritual elevation which we can achieve on the soil of our
holy land.

Which event, mentioned in Parshas Devarim, occurred on a date which falls out next week?
The debacle of the Meraglim’s negative report occurred on Tisha B’Av.°

When did Hashem harden the heart of a king, thereby forcing him to be harsh to Bnei Yisrael?
e Paroh
e Sichon’

There was one person in the midbar who met Avraham Avinu. Who?
Og reported to Avraham that Lot hd been captured.?

How do you say “snow” in Emori?
Eretz Yisrael is such a great place, that multiple nations claimed the right to determine the name of Har
Chermon. The Emoriim called it, “snir,” which means, “snow.”

Moshe describes an object that was kept in an ancient “museum.” What was it?

When Og was a small child, he had a huge, metal bed, because a wooden one wasn’t strong enough. They
kept it in Rabbas Bnei Amon, where he grew up, because they found it so strange that he was so big even in
his youth.*

The Shabbos before Tisha B’Av is called “Shabbos Chazon.” What does “Chazon” mean?
“A vision of nevuah,” in this case, the one seen by Yeshayahu HaNavi. According to one opinion, of all the
terms used to describe nevuah, this term is the harshest.'

L' n" nwxna e 'y
Z9"-X" D'P109 "2 P19 N'WUK1A

3 ' DMaT,n" "o n'wRN Y

4 Dy DT NWRN M LT NIV Mwn
® (wTMa) '¥ KN 10M NIN'Y

6 X"wnnni 'oimi "wna .0" nyn i

7 ||7 |1
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JUST CURIOUS

Before explaining the mitzvos, Moshe gives a mussar introduction, which starts at the beginning of
Parshas Devarim. Take a look —when does the introduction end?
In shelishi of Parshas Va’eschanan!*?

In the beginning of Parshas Devarim, it says that Moshe explained the Torah to Bnei Yisrael right
before they went into Eretz Yisrael*®. Didn’t he spend 40 years explaining it?

When Moshe saw that despite all of his davening to enter Eretz Yisrael, he would not be granted his request,
he explained everything which he thought would be confusing to Bnei Yisrael without him.*

Moshe explained the Torah to Bnei Yisrael in 70 languages.*® How did this help Bnei Yisrael, who didn’t
understand those languages?
He explained the shivim panim laTorah — the 70 interpretations of Torah.*®

Moshe tells Bnei Yisrael that they are the most qualified to choose the shoftim.” What made them so
gualified?

If people would simply “apply” for the position of serving as a shofeit, it's possible that someone would
“interview well,” and make a falsely positive impression. However, the community that raised a talmid chacham
knows him since his youth, is aware of his reputation, and can determine if he is truly qualified.*®

If the beis din is presented a multi-million dollar case, are they allowed to give it priority, telling
someone who is arguing over a few cents to wait?

No: the beis din should feel that a debate regarding a few cents is as equally dear to them as a “high stakes”
case, and not defer it.*°

When retelling the story of the Meraglim, Moshe recounts that he chose 12 men, but doesn’t mention
that they were the leaders of Bnei Yisrael.*> Why not?
After they sinned, Moshe didn’t want to praise these reshaim.?

When retelling the story of the Meraglim, Moshe says that they returned reporting that the land was
good.? Didn’t they give a bad report?
e The pasuk refers to the positive report of Yehoshua and Kaleiv.?®
o All the Meraglim initially reported that the land was good. The bad Meraglim added that the people were
scary, and upon seeing that Yehoshua and Kaleiv were encouraging Bnei Yisrael to proceed, they
declared that even the land “eats its inhabitants.”**

Why are Bnei Yisrael blamed for listening to the majority of Meraglim? It was a 10 on 2!
Since Hashem had already told Bnei Yisrael that it was a good land, and the 2 greatest Meraglim supported
this, they should have realized that the other Meraglim were speaking negatively out of fear.”®
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Moshe says he wasn’t able to go into Eretz Yisrael because of Bnei Yisrael. Wasn’t it because he hit
the rock?

e Because Bnei Yisrael doubted Hashem'’s ability to provide water, the whole incident of the rock
occurred. Moshe was faulted for not making a Kiddush Hashem in front of them and strengthening their
emunah.?®
Had they not sinned with the Meraglim, they would have been in Eretz Yisrael long before Miriam died,
they would never have lost the be’er, and Moshe would never have come to hit the rock.?’

Eisav, Yishmael, and Midyan are descendants of Avraham Avinu. Are they considered our relatives?
Hashem told Avraham that his “descendants” would come from Yitzchak. Thus, Eisav’'s descendants, who are
descendants of Yitzchak, are called our “brothers,”?® but the “Bnei HaPilagshim,” such as Yishmael and
Midyan, are not “related” to us.?

When we passed near the descendants of Eisav, Hashem told us to buy food from them, displaying the
wealth that He gave us, because if we pretended to be poor we would be denying Hashem’s kindness.*
When are we supposed to do display Hashem’s gifts, and when would such a display be considered
the bad middah of showing off?

Hashem usually runs the world in a “natural,” hidden way. Yet, in the Bais Hamikdash, there were 10
miracles that occurred regularly, for hundreds of years.** Why did Hashem make this “exception”?
The Bais Hamikdash united all of Bnei Yisrael, and focused everyone’s attention to the same spiritual location.
Hashem performed these constant miracles to demonstrate that even if each individual didn’'t deserve to be
governed by supernatural Divine intervention, Bnei Yisrael as a whole, with the contributions of each
individual’s positive middos, earned Hashem’s miraculous guidance.*

In the haftarah, Hashem tells Bnei Yisrael to stop bringing a “minchas shav” — “a fake korban
mincha.”*® How can you have a “fake” korban?

A korban mincha, of flour, can only be brought by a single individual, or on behalf of the entire Bnei Yisrael,
who join together as one single unit. It cannot be brought by two separate individuals who happen to join
together as partners. When there was division and fighting among Bnei Yisrael, Hashem criticized them by
saying that the korban mincha brought on their behalf was “fake,” because they were no longer a single unit.>*

Why do we only add the tefillah of “Nacheim” during mincha of Tisha B’Av, but not during maariv or
shacharis?

Earlier in the day, we are like someone whose relative just recently passed away, and we are not open to
being comforted™.

IN YOUR OPINION

When are you open to criticism, and when do you ignore any advice?
Moshe waited to give mussar to Bnei Yisrael until they were calm and settled in Arvos Moav and were
confident that they would enter Eretz Yisrael. Before that, they were too stressed to accept his criticism.
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Have you ever seen someone be critical of another, no matter what the other person does? Have you
ever been that critical person?

Moshe recalls that there were people who criticized him no matter what. If he left home early, they would say
that things are probably unsettled in his home; if he left late, they would say that he was probably sitting at
home plotting against them.®’

How can you do chesed every time you speak to someone who isn’t fluent in your language?

By being patient. The Shoftim had to judge cases between a person and “geiro” — someone who gathers up
(ogeir) words against him.* Included in this is a situation wherein one party is a geir (convert), to whom the
language isn’t natural, who will therefore need to use many words to get his point across. The Shoftim are thus
told to be patient, and listen until they fully understand.*

Let’s say you know that something is the right thing to do, but you’re scared. How can you encourage
yourself to do it anyway?

Hashem made people so that they would interact honestly, and really it's His job to judge the fights between
them. Hashem made the Shoftim His agents to take care of it, and told them, “Don’t be scared of anyone: you
have a special mission from Me, and | want you to carry it out without worrying about people who are
intimidating.”*°

What could make me think that someone hates me, even if he really doesn’t?
If | don’t like him: Hashem love us, but because of our bad feelings towards Him, we assumed that He felt the
same way, so we said, “Hashem took us out of Mitzrayim because He hates us.”*

Did you ever make a bad decision, and as a result you had to spend a long time dealing with the
ramifications?

After Bnei Yisrael accepted the report of the Meraglim, they spent 19 years camped in Kadeish, and then 19
years wandering, ultimately coming back to Kadeish*?, waiting for that generation to pass away. We are still
suffering from that chet today. May we be zocheh to reach our final destination of the third Bais Hamikdash
soon.

We know that tznius is an important middah, and one should not attract attention to his wealth and
possessions. How can this middah contribute to our safety in galus?

Chazal advise that if the nation of Eisav threatens us, “p’nu lachem tzafona” — hatzfinu atzmichem (conceal
yourselves) until the threat passes.* Included in this advice is that if one manages to amass wealth in galus,
he should realize that the nation of Eisav is still resentful that Yaakov “stole” their berachos and success.
Likewise, Yaakov advised his sons to avoid flaunting their satiety in front of Eisav and Yishmael*, who
accused Yaakov and Yitzchak of stealing their success. Unfortunately, we have earned much ire in galus when
we have failed to heed this advice.*®
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Weekly

Shabbhos Inspiration

Yossi Ross

A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIVl

The Muslims and their Catholic counterparts in
Yerushalayim were bitter enemies and were constantly
at war; still, they shared one common goal: both
wanted Yerushalayim to be Judenrein. It irked them
tremendously when, in the 1800s, Yidden began
trickling into the city in progressively greater numbers,
and they grieved over it.

Although they couldn’t stop the Yidden from arriving,
Yidden were very restricted where they could live. The
Jewish quarter of Yerushalayim was far less than a
quarter of Yerushalayim. The Arabs would charge the
Yidden outrageous rents for the most dilapidated
dumps.

Gevirim such as Sir Moses Montefiore tried to improve
the situation by leaving considerable sums of money to
build neighborhoods outside the walls of the Old City,
and Yidden were offered free housing. However, in this
case, the problem wasn’t money. The problem was
courage. Outside the walls of Yerushalayim was
desolate and dangerous, and the people were
frightened even to step foot beyond the walls, let alone

to settle there.

One Erev Shabbos kodesh, while Rav Zalman Baharan
zt”l was in the mikveh, the narrow Yerushalayim street
filled up with people. They were waiting respectfully
for Rav Zalman to come out so they could use the
mikveh, as it was the only mikveh in that section. When
Rav Zalman came out, he was greeted by long lines of
people waiting. It was obvious to him that some of
those people would still be waiting for another hour.
Upon noticing Rav Zalman, someone cried out.

“Rav Zalman! You are the one who cares for us! Why
don’t you do something to alleviate the housing
problem over here and give us some harchavah? What
is going to be?! The situation is only going to get

Ill

worse

Resolutely, Rav Zalman responded, “What we need is
courage. If you are willing to join me, then let us see
how many people will show up for a meeting in the bais
medrash this Motzaei Shabbos.”

With that, Rav Zalman continued on his way, no doubt
with a tefillah on his lips for the future of Yerushalayim.
There was also a sigh of relief along that line of people
waiting. Somehow everyone knew that if Rav Zalman
was going to take the mission upon himself, it would
be accomplished. He had the siyatta diShmaya that no
one else had.

That Motzaei Shabbos, they assembled in the bais
medrash, and Rav Zalman spoke to them.

“Groyse gevirim such as Sir Moses Montefiore built up
a few neighborhoods for us. What was the problem?
Why did the people abandon those houses? The
answer is because they didn’t work for them.
Yerushalayim has to be built with mesirus nefesh.
Settlers moved out there, but it didn’t cost them a
penny. As soon as there was a little bit of difficulty, or
some sort of pachad, they were back within the
security of the walls of Yerushalayim. That was a
mistake.”

“Give me a hundred people,” cried Rav Zalman. “Give
me a hundred people who are willing to move out
there and pay for it with their own money, with the
same rent that they would give the Arabs. We will turn
that money around and build for ourselves! Give me
people who are committed to go out there and
withstand the perils, and you will have the zechus for
all those who are going to follow for generations to
come. If you are committed, | want to see a hundred
coins over here on the table, one coin for every person
who is joining.”

With that, a hundred coins appeared on the table. The
people were committed. That was Motzaei Shabbos
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Parshas Toldos Taf Reish Lamed Dalet (1873), the week
that they read in the Torah the words Meah Shearim.

The next morning, Rav Zalman and a gevir by the name
of Reb Ben Tzion Leon traveled out of the Old City to
pick a location for the new shechunah. There were two
sites under consideration. One was closer to the main
thoroughfare. Today it is occupied by the Russian
Compound. The other was closer to the Kosel
Hamaaravi, and therefore closer to the hearts of the
settlers, but it was a desolate wilderness full of snakes
and scorpions.

Because the land was so dangerous, they posed the
shailah to the Rav of Yerushalayim, the Kalisher Gaon,
Rav Meir Auerbach, mechaber of the sefer Imrei Binah.
Based on a pasuk in the Torah, the Kalisher Gaon
recommended the site closer to the Kosel Hamaaravi.
So, the closer site was decided upon.

They bought the parcel, which measured 25,000
square cubits, for 29,068 Turkish grush. Right away,
Rav Zalman and those who were helping him
purchased building supplies and put down the even
hapinah, the symbolic first stone, and the project was
underway! However, the shechunah of Meah Shearim
of today with its holy streets and narrow passageways,
which in a sense represent the epitome of kedushah
for all of Klal Yisrael, would need some more
it
needed a ruchniyusdig support. The following incident
of mesirus nefesh for chesed provided the necessary
ruchniyusdig pillar.

preparation. From an engineering standpoint,

When Rav Nachum Shadiker zt”| was niftar, he had a
budding talmid by the name of Berel. Although this
talmid was much younger than the other talmidim, he
showed a lot of promise in his learning. When Rav
Zalman took over for his father Rav Nachum, Berel
continued learning by him. Berel had no parents, but
what he had endeared him more than what he lacked.
Berel’s exemplary yiras Shamayim and middos tovos
brought him first into Rav Nachum’s inner circle and,
after Rav Nachum'’s petirah, earned him Rav Zalman’s
admiration.

When he became of age, Rav Zalman arranged a
shidduch for him. Rav Zalman left the financial
arrangements to Berel’s family and waited to hear
about the chasunah. There was an accustomed year
wait between the engagement and marriage, but when
a year and a few weeks passed by and still no date was
set for the chasunah, the kallah’s father became

impatient and insisted.
“Either let’'s make the chasunah, or drop the shidduch.”

Still, there was no response. It then occurred to Rav
Zalman that although it seemed like Berel’s family had
what they needed, they actually had nothing. Rav
Zalman met with some of his friends, including his
cousin who was also “Rav Zalman,” Rav Zalman ben
HaRav Yaakov Leib (Baharil). One of the people had an
idea.

“Rav Zalman, you’re an esrog socher, but you buy a
very limited amount of esrogim, and that’s all that you
sell. Why don’t you buy a little more and sell a little
more? That way you’ll have enough money for the
chasunah. The entire Yerushalayim comes and asks
your opinion on their esrogim anyway.”

Rav Zalman shook his head back and forth. “Absolutely

”

not.

“But why not?” the people began to scream. “It’s an

17

excellent idea

Finally, Rav Zalman said, “There isn’t that much money
to go around. | know that if | went out and bought a
hundred more esrogim, | would have no problem
selling them, but what about the other esrog
merchants? There are only a certain number of
customers. | should do a mitzvah on someone else’s
cheshbon? Other people will have a farshtehrte Yom
Tov because |, the chashuve Rav Zalman, am going to
come home with more esrogim this year?? Absolutely
not! There must be another solution.” (Haflai vafeleh!)

Finally, someone had an idea. “Remember the area on
the outside of the wall of Yerushalayim that we
purchased?”
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“What’s the point?” someone asked. “How are we
going to make money from that plot of land?”

“Well, until now,” suggested this man, “we bought our
wheat from the Arabs. When Pesach comes around,
the Arabs charge us eight or nine times the amount the
wheat is worth. Let us go out to that plot of land. We’'ll
plow it, we’ll plant it, and perhaps the Ribono Shel
Olam will have rachmanus on us and wheat will grow,
and we'll sell the wheat for Pesach.”

“Excellent!” exclaimed Rav Zalman. “We can sell the
wheat to the regular wheat socharim. This way no Yid
will lose his parnassah. The Arab sheiks that have been
taking advantage of us until now will learn their lesson,
and perhaps next year they will come down in price.

|Il

This is a really great idea

“Really great idea?” one of them echoed. “But who is
going to plow, plant, and work the ground?”

By the time they walked out of that meeting, they
realized who. Rav Zalman was who. Who else?? And
so, along with all of the other things that Rav Zalman
was doing — taking care of the shechitah, dinei Torah,
giving his shiurim, bikkur cholim, setting up hospitals,
taking care of the Vaad Hakollel, and distributing the
funds — Rav Zalman would lie on the ground with a
shovel in hand, push the oxen and the plow, making
sure that everything that could be done was done so
that the land was cultivated properly.

Then, of course, when they were all done, they sat
down and were mispallel for rain. It rained plentifully
that year. And the wheat? The wheat was fantastic!
People could not believe that amateurs could produce
that type of a crop.

Well, the chassan got married. No one knew how. But
what is more important to understand is that the land
on which the houses of Meah Shearim were going to
be built, before any Yid could settle on it, had to be
cultivated, plowed, and toiled on for tzedakah and
chesed. Only once the mud, the sand, and every little

pebble of that ground represented chesed and

tzedakah, was the soil purified and the building of
Meah Shearim could begin.

This all happened in the year Taf Reish Lamed Dalet
(1873-74). By the year Taf Reish Lamed Hei, ten houses
were standing. That same year, by the end of the
summer, another ten houses were complete. The
project involved a lot of mesirus nefesh, dedication,
and sensitivity on Rav Zalman ’s part, and not much
glorying under the lights in center stage. As we can
imagine, there was the regular controversy, and Rav
Zalman had to bear the brunt of it.

“How can you do this?!” some taanahed. “In
Yerushalayim, a city where people are starving from
hunger, you are spending money to buy a desolate

areal?”

“Yeah!” someone else exclaimed. “You know good and
well that you’ll never succeed in building over there.
You’ll never have enough money to finish the project.
Even if you get people to live there, they’ll leave! This
is all a waste! It’s just a trick to give Arabs money!”

Rav Zalman was unfazed by this. He knew it had to be
done. But there were more difficult taanos to contend
with.

Some said, “Who do you think you are, Rav Zalman?
Are you Moshe Rabbeinu who can take a people —
men, women, and little children — out to a midbar, to
a desolate desert?? Are you going to have ananei
hakavod, mann, and a be’er for them like Moshe
Rabbeinu did? Can you show us miracles like he did??”

Even to those taanos, Rav Zalman would look away; he
knew what had to be done. There was one particular
Yid, who was from the first ten houses, who drove Rav
Zalman straight up a wall. Every day he would burst
into Rav Zalman ’s shiur with new complaints.

“My house is different than the other houses!”
“You're cheating me!”

“My house is in the wrong place! The sun is beaming

'Il

down on it

“It's too shady by my house!”
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Every single day with a different taanah. He was sure
that Rav Zalman had singled him out for an inferior
house. As much as they explained to him that they
hadn’t even decided which house would be his, it was
to no avail. Finally, one day when he was yelling and
screaming at Rav Zalman, Rav Zalman said to him,
“Please! The Arab construction workers may get the
wrong idea; they may think you’re actually screaming
at me.”

The people laughed and shrugged it off. They finally
said to Rav Zalman, “Dismiss this individual! Tell him,
forget it! If you want, stay within the walls of
Yerushalayim!”

Rav Zalman replied, “The agmas nefesh that he is
giving me is so valuable to me! | know that every drop
of tzar in this operation is so important! He would be
the last person in the world that | would dismiss,
because he is making this all worthwhile.”

Once, while Rav Zalman was standing outside on a hot
day in that empty, desolate area, he looked up and saw
something from the distance. There was an armed
contingent coming toward them. It turned out that it
was the English ambassador and his friends. The
English consul came over and told him that he had
been asked by Sir Montefiore to check on the site of
the Meah Shearim project and to report back to him in
detail. He then proceeded to address Rav Zalman in
harsh words.

“What you’re doing is absurd! You should know good
and well, there will never be anything over here
outside of the walls but an empty and desolate area!
This is home only to thieves and robbers! How can you
be so foolish?! The Turks who took the money for this
are laughing their heads all the way to the bank! You'll
never use it!”

Rav Zalman was unfazed and told them clearly, “You
are right. We are building with mere pennies. Hashem
is providing for us, and we know that the difficulties are
simply a nisayon. We have seen great hashgachah

|”

pratis, and we are sure that we will be successfu

The gentile English consul was impressed with this
response, and in turn became a source of assistance
whenever the need arose.

Rav Zalman would spend a lot of time traveling back
and forth between the inner sanctuary of the walled
city and outside to this midbar. He could be seen lying
on the sand with people at his side, looking over prints,
arguing over how big a window should be, or over
where a house should be placed. No detail went
without Rav Zalman ’s approval. When there was a lull
in the construction, Rav Zalman would turn things over
to others, run back to his house in Yerushalayim —
which was no easy thing — and continue his shiurim.

Rav Zalman had made up from the onset that he would
not be mevatel his shiurim because the building of
Yerushalayim could not come through bittul Torah.
While the construction was underway, the people who
were constantly seeking Rav Zalman’s advice and
needed his help were told, “Why are you coming to his
house? You know where Rav Zalman is. Go out and find
him outside the walls.”

Rav Zalman was happy with the steady stream of
people leaving the walls of Yerushalayim to see him in
the construction area. Until then people were scared
to walk out in the middle of the day, and now people
were getting used to the idea.

In the year Taf Reish Lamed Hei, Rav Zalman finally saw
all of his work come to fruition. Ten courageous
families were taking all of their belongings from the
Old City to settle in Meah Shearim. Rav Zalman danced
before them like on Simchas Torah the entire way,
singing Lechah Dodi Likras Kallah.

Rav Zalman remains a shining example of hishtavus. He
was able to let people’s annoying comments roll off of
him like water off the back of a duck, and make and
maintain shalom with everyone. This is a goal we can
try to emulate.

19




Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

CHAYEINM _

Weelily | Hi|chos Shabbos
nitiative —

Is it permissible to replace a toilet seat or cover?

Bathroom cont.

If a toilet seat or seat cover fell off before Shabbos and there was specific intent to
use it on Shabbos in its broken state, it may be replaced in a temporary fashion, but
may not be permanently repaired. If it fell off either on Shabbos or before Shabbos
but there was no intent prior to Shabbos to use it in this temporary fashion, it is
Muktze and may not be handled.

Is it permissible to use a plunger?

There is a difference of opinion among the Poskim if one may use a plunger on
Shabbos.! If no alternate facilities are easily accessible, one may use a plunger.

Is it permissible to use a toilet brush?

It is permissible to use a toilet brush on Shabbos if the bristles are not susceptible to
squeezing, i.e. they are stiff and widely spaced.

Is it permissible to spray air freshener?

It is permissible to spray air freshener. However, it is not permissible to spray
perfume or any fragrance on clothing. Therefore, when one sprays air freshener or
any other fragrance, care should be taken not to spray clothing.2 The same holds true
when spraying deodorant.

What may one do if no cut toilet paper is available?

Since this situation involves Kavod Habrios, toilet paper may be used while still
attached to the roll and placed in the toilet, even though the paper will inevitably
rip during flushing. Alternatively, if necessary the paper may be torn from the roll
in a backhanded fashion. It is preferable to avoid tearing along the perforations.

11t is questionable if it is included in the prohibition of building (Boneh).

2 Creating a fragrance in clothing is included in the prohibition of creating a new entity (Molid). Chazal
prohibited creating a new entity on Shabbos because it is similar to doing Melocha.

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

We had a blackout on naw night, and our non-Jewish neighbor came by and offered to light some more
candles and turn on some lamps/lanterns. Is that allowed?

QUESTION 2

Can the neighbor move around the naw m in order to spread out the light?

QUESTION 3

Are we allowed to move around lanterns?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

Is there a arn to hear every word of nnn nNp on naw?

Answer: The (2-1'mp) Ty YW discusses various scenarios a person may learn or daven during nmnn nx1p,
which gives the impression that a person does not necessarily have to listen. However, the (&1 1'"7) n2%1 N2
writes that it is possible the Ty YW is discussing a person who already heard nmnn nxp, and has no arn
to listen. Such a person may learn during nmnn nx1p if the specific conditions in the My 1NYw are met (that
don't cause a lack of nmnn M22). Therefore, a person that hasn't yet heard nmnn nNNp should listen to the

entire nrp.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

I'm usually X\1Tpa 1ayn in between nby during the nmnn nNMp on naw. Is it alright if I'm finishing up a p1pa
when the xmp Yva starts Leining?

Answer: As mentioned above, a person should hear the entire nxp. The (3"'2-T) nwn MR writes that he
should be careful not to miss even one word. He even adds that if ten people missed one word, they should
take out the nmn 1ap after davening and Lein what they missed with a na1a! Therefore, a person should
make sure he is not saying anything else during the nx1p and pay full attention to the Leining.

QUESTION 3

My wife usually comes to shul on naw day a little late. Can she catch up during Leining or does she have to
listen to the nxnp?

Answer: The (2'-2"a1) N2 nawn writes that although the bnnar 1an holds that women are 2»n in NN DN,
theanm is that they don't listen at all. Therefore, a woman may daven during nmnn nNp.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
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Slutzk

The town of Slutzk was in an uproar.

Well, not all of Slutzk. Outside the main shul, it
looked no different than an ordinary Shabbos
morning. Little boys played in the streets,
ignoring warnings not to ruin their good Shabbos
shoes. Little girls gathered in groups, admiring
each other’s bows and dresses. Mothers set the
table for the seudah, read Tzene U rene, rocked
babies, and visited neighbors. Nothing out of the
ordinary.

But in the beis medrash, chaos reigned. It was
right before krias hatorah — or at least it was
supposed to be — but all proceedings had ground
to a halt. The chazzan stood before the aron
kodesh to receive the Torah, the bimah was
cleared, and the ba’al korei waited expectantly,
but someone had other plans.
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A woman stood in front of the paroches, her once-
beautiful Shabbos dress creased and mud-
splattered. She had barreled her way through the
aisle, a child holding either hand, just as shacharis
had ended. Now she stood facing the crowd of
indignant and confused men, refusing to allow the
Torah to be removed from the aron kodesh.

“Yidden, have rachmanus!” Tears coursed down
her cheek as she pleaded her case before the
packed shul. “My husband is an ehrliche yid. He
did nothing wrong! They took him on his way to
shul this morning, and he’s sitting in jail now
waiting to be sent to the army. My children will
be living orphans. Have rachmanus!”

An uncomfortable silence swept through the
crowd as the woman wept. Nobody dared look at
her broken figure and innocent young children.

b

“Excuse me,” a loud, haughty voice broke the
unnatural quiet. “Is now the time and place for
such a thing? Come to me on motzei Shabbos, and
we’ll take care of it then. We’re waiting for krias
hatorah.” The voice belonged to Binyamin Eben,
the Rosh Hakahal, who stood at his seat just to the

left of the aron kodesh.

The woman turned sharply to see who was
and then, to the shock of the
mispallelim, spat in his face. “Sheigetz! Rasha!

speaking,

Hashem will punish you! He sees everything,
even if you sit on the mizrach wall. Murderer! The
Ribono Shel Olam will take His revenge on you!
Rasha!”

Pandemonium erupted. The Rosh Hakahal turned
red with fury, and a bunch of men jumped up to
evict the seemingly crazy lady. They were
stopped by a ring of men who were standing
around the aron kodesh, backs to the woman,
trying to protect her and allow her to say her
piece. Nobody would say it out loud, but they
knew she was right.



Her husband was taken by Eben’s lackeys, and
everybody knew it.

In Slutzk at the time, a bitter decree was in effect.
Every town had to fill a quota for the army, and it
was the wealthy members of the town who held
the power to decide who would be drafted.
Generally, they sent the town’s lowest elements,
who were sitting in jail anyway. But if they
weren’t enough to fill the quota, the gvirim would
grab people who had nobody to defend them, such
as the poor and orphaned.

It seemed that this woman’s husband had been the
most recent victim, and in desperation, she had
entered the shul to fight for his return.

Many people pitied her, and secretly resented the
ignoble and cruel methods of the Rosh Hakahal
and his cronies. Others sided with the wealthy and
powerful, and tried to oust the pitiful lady from
the shul. Cries and shouts rang out from every
direction.

Slutzk was zoche to have the Bais HalLevi, Rav
Yoshe Ber Soloveitchik, as their Rav. Now he
approached the aron kodesh, face white, as the
crowd quieted to hear what the Rav would say. He
turned to the women with compassion in his
voice. “You’re probably hungry. Your children are
hungry. Go home, make kiddush, and I’'m telling
you that in a few hours your husband will be home
with you.”

The woman’s tears were now tears of joy. “You
should be gebentched, Rebbe! Thank you!” The
crowd watched as she left hurriedly with her
children, a broad smile on her face, and they
waited expectantly for krias hatorah to finally
begin.

But the Bais Halevi stood in front of the aron
kodesh, eyes aflame. “Now I’'m stopping krias
hatorah. We will not remove the Torah until this
man is back.”
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“What is this?” A gvir called out angrily. “This is
not the job of a rav. The Rav’s job is to pasken

'”

shailos

A vein pulsed on Eben’s forehead, but his voice
was carefully controlled. “Kavod HaRav, this is a
job for the Rosh Hakahal. The Rav was not hired
for this. We have a cheshbon, and we take people
for a reason. This man is not going back home.”

The Bais Halevi did not back down. “So long as
I am in Slutzk, I am the Rav. And I decree, as Rav,
that nobody is hearing krias hatorah or going
home until this young man is in the beis
medrash.”

The wealthy askanim were livid. Opinions rang
out from all directions, some proud, some
worried, and some angry. The Bais Halevi paid
them no heed, continuing to stand guard in front
of the aron kodesh as he waited for the young man
to be brought it.

Eventually, the gvirim had no choice. Even they
wouldn’t fight with the Rav in front of the entire
town, and within half an hour, the woman’s
husband was in the beis medrash. The Bais
Halevi welcomed him warmly, and to the
indignation of the askanim, had the gabbai give
the man the Rav’s usual aliyah, even instructing
him to bentch gomel without Hashem’s name.

The gvirim, led by Eben, seethed. The Rav might
have won this round, but they vowed to take
revenge. They would show the Bais Hal.evi who
was really boss of Slutzk.

Their opportunity came just a few days later.

The Bais Halevi had a talmid Avremel, a yasom
of both parents. He had come to Slutzk to learn
under the Bais Halevi, and was planning on
returning to his hometown for a visit. But Eben
and his friends had other plans.

Here was the perfect victim; this bachur had
nobody to protect him, and no papers to prove he



wasn’t a resident of Slutzk. And because he was
supposed to be leaving Slutzk for a few days,
nobody would suspect he had been drafted until it
was too late. The best part? The only one who
would truly grieve for the bachur would be the
Bais Halevi, exactly who the gvirim wanted to
upset.

They wasted no time. Three hired thugs hid in the
alley near the wagon depot, waiting for their
unsuspecting target to come purchase a seat on
one of the wagons leaving that day. Avremel
showed up just after mincha, a burlap sack
containing his clothes and tefillin over his
shoulder.

“Excuse me?” A hefty man with his cap pulled
low laid a hand on Avremel’s shoulder, “can you
help me for a minute?”

“Sure.” Avremel shrugged.

“Thanks. I need someone to watch my horse
while I check something.” The man guided
Avremel towards the alley, quickly clapping a
hand over the shocked boy’s mouth as his two
friends grabbed Avremel, tied him up, and threw
him into the waiting wagon. Just a few minutes
later, the stunned bachur found himself in the
town’s jail, waiting to be sent to the central draft

office.

But the Shomer Yisroel never slumbers, and
somehow, the Bais HalLevi found out about the
nefarious plot. He had known Eben wouldn’t
forgive the humiliation he suffered that fateful
Shabbos morning, and had been on the lookout
for the gvir’s revenge.

The Rav wasted no time. One of his talmidim,
Bentzion, was known for his enormous strength,
and was therefore the de-facto head of the Slutzk
fire brigade. The Bais HalLevi summoned him
immediately.
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“Tonight at ten we are breaking down the doors of
the jail.” The Bais Halevi told him urgently.
“Bring the strongest yidden from the fire brigade,
and tell them to arm themselves with whatever
they have. It’s pidyon shavuyim.”

“Rebbe, I’'m joining you.” Bentzion declared,
determined to carry out his Rebbe’s wish and join
this great mitzvah.

He was as good as his word. Promptly at a quarter
to ten, a group of Slutzk’s toughest men started
forming near the prison, armed with pitchforks,
metal rods, wooden beams, shovels, and axes.
They waited reverently to hear what the Rav
would instruct them to do.

“One of you go to the jail. If the door is locked,
break it down. Tell the guard that if he doesn’t free
Avremel, we’ll destroy the entire jail.”

Velvel the blacksmith hurried to follow the Bais
Halevi’s directive. As soon as he went into the
building, a figure approached quickly from
behind the imposing group, silhouetted by the full
moon behind him.

Eben had been notified of the impending
jailbreak, and was nonchalantly coming closer.
“What does the Rav want from here?” His voice
was calm and slightly curious, as if they were
meeting in the marketplace instead of outside the
building in which he had imprisoned the Bais
HaLevi’s talmid.

Rav Yoshe Ber didn’t mince words. “We’re here
to free the innocent bochur you plan to illegally
draft. Either he leaves now, or the jail turns to
rubble.”

“Who gave you the right to do this?” The darkness
hid his furious expression, but his voice blazed
with anger.

“Binyamin, you never learned Gemara? The
Gemara gives me the right! The Gemara says a
king may break boundaries, and nobody may stop



him. And who are the kings? The rabbanim! In
Slutzk, I am the king. You may not believe it, but
I am king of Slutzk.”

Eben’s eyebrows rose, but after glancing behind
the Bais Halevi at the menacing group, he
entered the prison without a word. He was back
with Avremel only a moment later, head held high
but eyes shooting sparks.

The Bais HalLevi ignored him. He had won this
round as well, and hopefully taught the arrogant
gvir a lesson.

The battle continued for a while thereafter, but
Rav Yoshe Ber Soloveichik always refused to be
quiet when action was called for. He could have
just focused on his yeshivah and rabbinical
responsibilities, living in peace without
constantly fighting the wealthy and powerful
members of Slutzk.

But the Bais Halevi lived only for the Ribono
Shel Olam, not for comfort, honor, or public
approval. And so, he was on the front lines of
every battle, exactly where he knew Hashem
wanted him to be.

That, after all, is the job of the kings of Klal
Yisroel.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!

This story is taken from tape #2009-7-5
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PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

IN TELSHE, RAV ELIEZER GORDON WAS NOT ONLY THE ROSH
YESHIVA, 8UT ALSO THE RAV. HIS INVOLVEMENT IN LOCAL
COMMLUNAL AFFAIRS WOLILD EVENTUALLY AFFECT THE MOST

POWERFLIL LEADERSHIP POSITION IN RUSSIA,

I CAME TO
INSPECT YOUR
WEIGHTS,

REBBI, THERE'S
NO NEED TO 8E CONCERNED.,
MY WEIGHTS ARE THE ONES MY
- FATHER USED, AND HE WAS A GREAT
TZADDIK. THEY ARE SURELY IN

MY SON, EVEN THE
STRONGEST WEIGHTS
BECOME WORN...

SEEING THAT MANY STOREKEEPERS
USED WORN AND INACCURATE WEIGHTS
AND MEASURES, RAV ELIEZER ISSUED
AN ORDER REQUIRING STOREKEEPERS
TO EXCHANGE THEM FOR NEW ONES.

I WILL NOT GIVE MY

KASHRUS CERTIFICATION ALL RIGHT,
LNLESS THE WEIGHTS ARE | REBB8I, BUT LET'S
ALL CHANGED. MAKE A DEAL...

..I WILL USE NEW
WEIGHTS FOR THE JEWISH
CUSTOMERS THAT REQUIRE

RAV ELIEZER'S NAME BECAME KNOWN FAR AND WIDE, AND WHEN
NON-JEWS CAME TO THE MARKET IN TELSHE, THEY WOLILD ASK
THAT THEIR ITEMS BE WEIGHED ON THE RAV’'S SCALES.

YOUR CERTIFICATION, 8UT
FOR THE OTHER LOCALS...

T

NO! MY CERTIFICATION
IS FOR ALL CUSTOMERS!
THESE OLD WEIGHTS MUST 8E

!
REMOVED FROM THE STORE EYEQ'

THIS RABS8I IS HOLY.

I WENT TO HIM LAST YEAR
FOR A BLESSING AND HE

BLESSED MY CROPS. THIS
YEAR WAS MY BEST YEAR

BEFORE YOU CAN RECEIVE MY [
CERTIFICATION.

RAV ELIEZER MET THE GOVERNOR
MY DEAR 5IR, OF THE VILNA DISTRICT, WHO HAD
LET US PRAY HEARD ABOUT HIS INTEGRITY...
INSTEAD THAT HE
WILL BECOME YOUR rABSEI, voup
FRIEND, AND THEN I HAVE HEARD HONOR, MAY
YOUR PROBLEM THAT YOU ARE A vyou éEE
WILL BE SOLVED. HOLY PERSON. I
BLESSING IN
ASK THAT YOU
PLEASE BLESS ALL YOUR
ENDEAVORS!
ME.
~rr
- al Ja]

OH!/ T NEED A MAN
LIKE THIS FOR MY
PROBLEMS...

rAB8I, T
NEED A 8l6 FAVOR,
I WANT MY ENEMY TO

DIE. PLEASE CURSE
HIM/!

MY CLOSE CONFIDANTS, DO YOU
KNOW HOW I BECAME PRIME MINISTER?
WELL, WHEN T WAS STILL A GOVERNOR

OF VILNA, T WAS FORTUNATE TO MEET THE
HOLY RABS8I, RABRBI ELIEZER GORDON. SINCE
THE DAY OF HIS BLESSING I HAVE SEEN
LINUSUAL SUCCESS IN ALL ASPECTS OF
MY LIFE.

RABBI SHIMON SHKOP 97¥1, RABBI YOSEF LEIB 8LOCH
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R’ ELIEZER (LAZER) GORDON 9781 WAS BORN IN CARNIANY, BELARUS, TO D781 DNINDY DNIIN I A TNYR OF 0PN N
S8y PAI9NN. HE WAS A PN THYA OF 9781 10IZ0 INIY 1 IN HIS N2Y IN KOVNO TOGETHER WITH 9IN9a PRY> M
SrgY, SN PY YON -mm) 79,"AND 57¥1 DTIVDNN 9V 17, AMONG OTHERS. AT THE AGE OF 1S, HE WAS APPOINTED
8Y IDIYD INIY 1 TO SERVE AS A MYY TIN. R’ LAZER SERVED AS 17 IN KOVNO, BUT LEFT AFTER THREE MONTHS
TO BECOME THE 17 OF KELM, WHERE HE OPENED A NV, R’ LAZER THEN MOVED TO SLOBOOKA WHERE HE STAYED
FOR SIX MONTHS, BEFORE FINALLY SETTLING IN TELZ, TO BECOME THE 17 AND NY WNA. IN 1847, HE HIRED 2»9 1
5781 YDDN AS MIYN TO HELP FIGHT THE INFLLUENCES OF N9V, UNDER R’ GORDON'S LEADERSHIP, THE N2V HIRED
5181 AND RABBI CHAIM RABINOWITZ 9%} ("GEB CHAIM
TELZER"). IN 1908, A FIRE BROKE OUT IN TELZ, DESTROYING ALL THE WOODEN HOMES ALONG WITH THE TELZ NV,
R’ LAZER WENT ON A FLIND-RAISING MISSION TO BERLIN AND LONDON AND WAS 7109) WHILE IN LONDON. R’ GORDON

WAS BURIED IN THE EDMONTON FEDERATION CEMETERY IN LONDON. 7172 1723 >/

5601-5670 1841-1910 'N TN 'T
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— D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DovIiDp PINCUS zT"L

‘ THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF 1inm3 7m1 12 3py» anm 5m 12 YR, \‘
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.

- e, He Poured out His Wrath
PECIAL 1OPIC == on Sticks and Stones

A Song of Asaf and began playing a tune. They said to
him, “The king turned his son’s wedding

In Tebillim there is a certain chapter describing
the destruction of Beis HaMikdash, and it has quite
a peculiar beginning:

chamber upside down, and you are sitting
and playing a tune?”

He answered, “I am playing a tune
INYMI3 D3RI DRI AOKRY 1IN because he overturned his son’s wedding

— Asong of Asaf. O G-d, foreign nations chamber, and didn’t pour out his wrath

; . ) ) '
have entered into Your inheritance... on the son himself”

The Midyash points out the problem here: In the same vein, they said to Asaf:
“‘HaKadosh Baruch Hu destroyed His
Heichal and Mikdash, and you are sitting

and singing?”

Scripture should have said, “A weeping
of Asaf] or, “A wailing of Asaf] or, “A
eulogy of Asaf” Why does it say, “A song”?

He answered, “I am singing because
HaKadosh Baruch Hu poured out His

wrath on sticks and stones, and did not

The answer is that the matter may be
compared to a king who built a wedding
chamber for his son. He painted it and

decorated it. But the son went off on evil pour out His wrath on the Jewish people.”

ways. Upon this, the king went to the Now, it is hard to understand why Chazal call
wedding chamber and tore the curtains Beis HaMikdash “sticks and stones.” The Midrash
and broke the rods. says that when the nations of the world sought to

The son’s teacher picked up a reed flute destroy Beis HaMikdash, Yerushalayim was lifted
off the ground and suspended above in the air

1 Tehillim 79:1. 2 Eichah Rabbah 4:14.
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until Hashem pushed it back down.? So why is it
considered as if Hashem destroyed mere “sticks
and stones”? Powerful spiritual forces were at work

there; it was a lot more than sticks and stones.

Furthermore, let’s take a look at the laws and
customs we keep as zeicher [thurban. The mourning
begins on 17 Tammuz, the day the city’s walls
were breached, and from then, on it progressively
intensifies: Rosh Chodesh Av, then the week in
which Tishah bAv falls, then Erev Tishah bAv and
the seudah hamafsekes, which is considered aninus
(bereavement), and then Tishah bAvitself, when we
are considered as mourners. We sit on the floor, we
don’t don tefillin, and we even remove the paroches
from the shul’s aron hakodesh. This is all leading up
to the terrible moment when Beis HaMikdash was

set on fire.

Yet, surprisingly enough, when Tishah bAv
afternoon arrives, the awful time when fire was set
to Beis HaMikdash, the intensity of the mourning
starts to break: we get up from the floor, we don
tefillin, and we put the paroches back in place. This
is really puzzling. Tishah bAv is not even over yet,
and we are already easing up on the mourning?

Another question: Is this really a case of
Hashem pouring out His wrath only upon “sticks
and stones”? The very same “Song of Asaf” goes on
to present a chilling description of what happened
at the time of the churban:

...They placed the carcasses of Your
servants as food for the birds of the sky,

3 Yalkut Shimoni, Eichah 1009.

O

the flesh of Your pious ones for the beasts
of the earth. They spilled their blood like
water around Yerushalayim, with no one
to bury them.*

It is clear that the people, too, suffered intensely
when Yerushalayim was destroyed. It was not just
“sticks and stones” that bore Hashem’s tury.

Destroying the Cause

At first glance, we might think that “He
poured out His wrath on sticks and stones”
means as follows: There was a Heavenly decree of
annihilation upon the Jewish people. However,
Hashem wished to keep them alive, so in order to
appease His wrath, He destroyed Beis HaMikdash
instead. Lehavdil, this is like someone who goes
and smashes a window to vent his anger, rather

than taking it out on a loved one.

Far be it from us to accept such a superficial
understanding of the matter. There is a wonderful
parable that brings out the true meaning of it:

A master artist wished to create a certain
painting that would be his magnum opus. This
painting would be the ultimate expression of his
talent, and he would invest all his energy into it.
To this purpose, he ascended a mountaintop that
afforded the most breathtaking view possible. He
set up his canvas and easel, and proceeded to paint
with total concentration for days and nights. He
put his entire self into this creation. In the end he
produced an absolutely amazing piece of art. It

4 Tehillim 79:2-3.
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truly was the work of his life.

Now, he had a friend with him up on the
mountaintop. When he finally finished working
on the painting, he told his friend that he was

going to examine it and see how well it came out.

Since it is hard to get a proper perspective on a
large picture from up close, he began taking steps
backward from the easel, focusing all his thoughts
on the marvelous work in front of him.

He moved backwards step after step, oblivious
that the edge of the mountaintop was only a few
feet behind. He was rapidly approaching a steep
cliff below which there was a deep, rocky abyss. His
friend shouted out to him, “Stop! You're about to
go off the edge!” but he was so entranced by the
painting that he didn’t hear a word. He kept moving
backwards despite his friend’s frenzied shouting.

When the friend saw that the artist couldn’t be
shaken from his trance and was about to fall to his

death, he did the only thing left to do: he lunged at
the painting and ripped it apart.

When the artist saw that, he cried out in utter
pain and shock, “What did you do? You wrecked

my life’s work!”

His friend responded, “Just turn around and
take a look. One more step and you were gone.
That painting almost killed you!”

Thisis the meaningof, “He poured out His wrath
onssticks and stones.” When Beis HaMikdash stood,
the Jewish people were sinking into sin, and this
threatened their lives. (In the first Beis HaMikdash
it was idolatry, illicit relations and murder; in the
second Beis HaMikdash it was baseless hatred).
One reason for this, likely the key reason, was the
very existence of the Beis HaMikdash itself.

We will explain.

The Jewish people once had a House in which
Hashem dwelled among them in great closeness.
He is a great and merciful Father, and He bestowed
upon them a never-ending abundance of kindness
and mercy.
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On Yom Kippur all their sins were atoned by
the goat sent to Azazel, as the Rambam states:

The goat sent to Azazel atones for all
the sins in the Torah, light and severe,
whether committed deliberately or
unintentionally, whether one found out
about them afterwards or not. Everything

is atoned by the goat sent to Azazel.?

Everyone came out of Yom Kippur pure and
cleansed. Not only that, but all year long, if a Jew
committed a sin (such as unintentional chillul

Shabbos), he would bring a korban and be atoned:

Why Beis  HaMikdash called

“Levanon” [the white one]? Because it

is

whitens the sins of the Jewish people.®

This sounds wonderful, and it is, but there is
also a downside to having such readily available
kaparah. When a Jew faced a nisayon or challenge
of some sort, he might think to himself that even
if he is not careful, at worst it will just “cost” him
a korban.

About this it is written:

Make your foot uncommon in your
Friend’s House.”

The Gemara explains that this refers to sin-
offerings and guilt-offerings.® As Rashi explains:

You shouldn’t sin and need to bring a

sin-offering and a guilt-offering.

It is not right that a person should often
bring korbanos to Hashem’s House for the sake of
kaparah. When a person brings such a korban he
can’t be sure whether the korban will help him or
hurt him.

To bring out the point, let’s imagine a Jew

5 Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Teshuvah 1:2.
6 Yoma 39a.

7 Mishlei 25:17.

8 Chagigah 7a.



who forgot that today is Shabbos. He calls up his
stockbroker and gives an order to buy stocks for

$50,000.

Assoon as he hangs up the phone, he remembers
that it is Shabbos and slaps himself on the forehead.
“Oy, what did I do?!” But in the meantime, the
broker already bought the stocks, and later it turns
out he made half a million on the deal.

He goes to the rabbi and asks him what to do.
“You have to buy a korban and bring it to Beis

HaMikdash,” says the rabbi.

He doesn’t hesitate. He goes and buys the
choicest animal he can find. He plunks down
$10,000 on a big, plump cow, goes up to Beis
HaMikdash to offer it as a korban, and while he’s
there, he even makes a kindly donation of $5000
to the Temple’s bedek habayis fund.

When he gets back home and adds it all up, he
sees that he grossed half a million and incurred
expenses of fifteen thousand. He says to himself,
“Not so terrible after all...” It comes out that this
korban was actually a very bad influence on his
spiritual state of health.

Along these lines, the existence of Beis
HaMikdash turthered the Jewish people’s downfall.
If this House had not been set on fire, nothing
would have remained of the Jewish people, chas
vshalom. They would have completely sunk into

sin without even sensing it.

The Jewish people, like the artist fixated by
his creation, were engrossed in the kedushah and
closeness to Hashem that Beis HaMikdash granted
them, so much so that they didn’t even notice
what was happening with them. They lived with
the feeling that they could be carefree, and Beis
HaMikdash would atone for it all. (It is not this
way after the churban. Every Jew knows that if he
desecrates Shabbos, he will bear this sin for the rest
ofhis life unless he does proper teshuvah.) Thus, the
Jewish people grew distant from Hashem, stepping
steadily backward toward the brink, while Hashem
was shouting out through the prophets, “Stop!
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Stop!” but to no avail.

It was a situation where Hashem had no choice

but to “pour out His wrath on sticks and stones”
— to destroy the Beis HaMikdash itself.

We could also compare it to a father who
sees that his young child keeps riding his bike
precariously into the street among honking cars, in
imminent danger of his life. The father is so angry
that he wants to give his child a proper spanking
so he won’t ever do it again, but instead he decides
on a more effective course of action: he breaks the
child’s bicycle, thus preventing him from repeating
this life-endangering behavior.

This is the meaning of, “He poured out His
wrath on sticks and stones.” It is not like someone
who smashes a window to vent the anger he feels
toward his children. It is rather like someone who
breaks a hazardous tool that is endangering his
children’s life. Hashem saved the Jewish people
from an impending decree of destruction, by
removing the cause of it.

the
HaMikdash occurred when it itself was bringing

In other words, destruction of Beis

on an even greater destruction. As it says:

Has this House become a cave of

wrongdoers?’

That is why this chapter of Tehillim is called “A
song of Asaf” and not “A eulogy of Asaf” Even
though it was a tragedy, and we indeed weep over
it every year, the destruction of Beis HaMikdash
was actually what saved the Jewish people.

When R. Yochanan ben Zakkai was smuggled
out of a besieged Yerushalayim shortly before
the destruction of the second Beis HaMikdash,
a remarkable discussion took place between him
and Vespasian, the general of the Roman army, as

9 Yirmeyahu 7:11.



recounted by Chazal:

When R. Yochanan ben Zakkai came
there he said, “Peace be unto you, O king,
peace be unto you, O king!”

Vespasian replied, “You are liable for
death on two accounts. First, because
I am not king, and you called me ‘king’
Furthermore, if I were king, why did you
not come to me until now?”

R. Yochanan countered, “Regarding
that which you said, ‘I am not king, in
truth you are king, for if you were not
king, Jerusalem would not be delivered
into your hand.... And regarding that
which you said, ‘If I were king, why did
you not come to me until now; the reason
is that the rufians among us did not allow
me to come.”

The general responded, “If there was a
jar of honey that had attracted a poisonous
snake, wouldn’t one break the jar in order
to be rid of the snake?”

R. Yochanan kept his silence.

RegardingthisRav Yosefsaid,and some
say it was R. Akiva, “He rebuffs the wise,
and confounds their understanding.”10

R. Yochanan should have replied to
him, “One picks up a tongs and takes
the snake and kills it, and lets the jar
be.”n

Although R. Yochanan’s failure to respond was
the work of Heaven, as Rav Yosef said, the whole
exchange between R. Yochanan and Vespasian
remains hard to understand. The claim of the
Roman general, who was Caesar-to-be, was that
one should break the honey jar when it attracts a
snake. But this really makes no sense. Anyone with
sense knows that the solution is pick up a tongs

and get rid of the snake. (Vespasian was hinting

10 Yeshayahu 44:25.
11 Gittin 56a-b.
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that the Sages in Yerushalayim should have gotten
rid of the ruffian troublemakers [the “snake”] and
thereby be in a position to make peace with the
Romans, even if it meant forfeiting the “honey jar,”
i.e., Yerushalayim.) How can it be that R. Yochanan

did not answer him so?

I heard an amazing explanation of the matter
from R. Avigdor Miller. Vespasian indeed spoke
foolishly, but R. Yochanan heard in the general’s
words an echo of what Heaven had pronounced
regarding this matter. Hashern had decided that
there was no other way: Yerushalayim must be
destroyed in order to save the people from a much

greater destruction.

To this explanation I would add the following
idea. In the period before the destruction of the first
Beis HaMikdash, some of the kings of Yehudah and
Yisrael were very wicked, such as Achaz, Menasheh
and Yehoyakim. These kings ruled with a strong
hand over the Jewish people and constantly strove
to incite them to sin; the situation came to the
point where the Jewish people were destined for
utter destruction. So what did Hashem do? He
“broke the jar in order to get rid of the snake.”
He destroyed everything and rebuilt the Jewish
people, and then the leaders of the generation were
great and righteous people: Ezra, Nechemiah and

Zerubavel.

It was the same before the destruction of
the second Beis HaMikdash. In that period the
dynasty of Herod ruled, and on their heels came
all the rufhians and wicked people. Because of
their wicked deeds, the Jewish people were again
threatened by utter destruction. Hashem saw that
the only alternative was to “break the jar” He
destroyed everything, and all the “snakes” — all the
evildoers — slithered away. The role of leadership
after the churban was taken over by R. Yochanan

ben Zakkai, Rabban Gamliel, and other tzaddikim.

It seems that this was the purpose also of the
Holocaust that our people went through fifty years
ago. I was not there myself, but the testimony of



people who lived in that period brings us to the
aweful conclusion that if not for this terrible
tragedy, nothing would have remained of the
Jewish people, chas vshalom. The Jewish people in
that period were in danger of being severed from
the Torah, bringing them to absolute spiritual

destruction.

To illustrate how bad things had become in pre-
war Europe, my father-in-law recounts that when
he was a bachur back then in Mir Yeshivah, Poland,
his family lived in the town of Bransk, which had
a big Jewish population. There were only two
yeshivah bachurim in the whole town: him and
another bachur. When they would come home
from yeshivah, they would try to avoid leaving
the house, due to the great embarrassment that
somebody looking like a yeshivah bachur would
experience if he walked around town. Not only
that, but if he would be sent out once in a while to
buy something at the store, he would always have
to wait behind everyone else until all the other
customers were served first. Even the servants and
the maids came before him, because he looked like

a yeshivah bachur.

Throughout Europe — in Germany, Lithuania,
and Poland — the spiritual state of the Jewish
populace was in epic decline, like a horse galloping
toward the edge of an abyss. In those days, most
people who had the opportunity would go to study
in university. The Jewish people was on course for
total ruin, chas v'shalom.

So what did Hashem do? He “broke the jar” He
destroyed all of European Jewry in the frightful
Holocaust, and afterward rebuilt the people with

new leaders who had great spiritual stature.

Now we can understand Chazal’s teaching
that “Hashem poured out His wrath on sticks
and stones.” True, the “sticks and stones” of Beis
HaMikdash were not mere inanimate objects, but
after it was all over, the soul remained. In fact, it

was for this soul that all the rivers of blood were
spilled and Beis HaMikdash was burnt. It was in
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order to save the Jewish soul.

So, too, in the period of the Spanish Inquisition.
Many Jews forfeited life itself in order to protect
themselves and their children from losing their
Judaism.

There are times when the body must be sacrificed
for the sake of the soul.

There is another point that needs to be added:
we should know that Hashem did not burn down
Beis HaMikdash right away. The Tanach recounts at
length how Hashem sent His prophets to warn the
people again and again that they were approaching
the edge of the abyss.

One of those prophets was the Navi Yirmeyahu.
He repeatedly reproved them and warned them
about the coming churban.

Behold, you are placing your trust in
false words that are ineffective. Can a
person steal, murder, commit adultery,
swear falsely, burn incense to Baal, and
go after other gods that you never knew,
and then come and stand before Me
in this Temple, upon which My Name
is proclaimed, and say, “We are hereby
saved!” in order to keep doing all these

abominations?

Has this Temple, upon which My Name
is called, become a cave of wrongdoers in
your eyes? Moreover — behold, I have
seen it — the word of Hashem. For go to
My sacred place that is in Shiloh, where 1
first brought My Name to dwell, and see
what I did to it because of the evilness of
My people Yisrael. So now, since you do
all these deeds — the word of Hashem,
and I have spoken to you, but you did not
respond — I shall do to the Temple, upon
which My Name is called, in which you



place your trust, and to the place that I

have given to you and to your fathers, as

I did to Shiloh.2

Yirmeyahu spoke strong. But the Jewish people
were not shaken up by all the admonitions and
warnings. Their false sense of security stemmed
from the fact that they had the Beis HaMikdash in
their midst.

Before the Holocaust, too, the Jewish people
were warned again and again. Besides the warnings
issued by the Gedolim of those times, the people of
that era also received hints from Heaven speaking
the same message: If you don’t do teshuvah, we
will have to “break the jar” It will be necessary to

destroy it all.

These hints from Heaven came in a most
astounding way. Hashem sent us a bas kol, a
“Heavenly voice,” so to speak, in the form of that
cursed man named Hitler. To those who take a
deeper look at things, it seemed as if the anti-
Jewish laws enacted by the Germans in the period
prior to the Holocaust had but one purpose: to get
the Jewish people back on the right path.

A law was issued that Jews may not live in a
house shared with non-Jews. They were allowed
to live only with Jews. The lawmaker surely had
anti-Semitic intent, but in truth, this law bespoke
an impassioned call from Heaven: Put a healthy
distance between you and your non-Jewish

neighbors.

Another statute that those wicked people made:
A Jew was not allowed to study in a non-Jewish

university. One might think that these were the
words of the Chofetz Chaim...

Then came the ordinance that a Jew cannot
marry a non-Jew. It was as though the Shechinah
itself was speaking from the mouth of our

!
oppressors!

12 Yirmeyahu 7:8-14.
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There was another law that our enemies enacted.
The Jews of that period were wont to attend the
theaters and movie houses, so it was proclaimed
that Jews were barred from any public gathering,
except for the shuland the beis midrash. This sounds
like a proclamation from the Gedolei Hador!

But the Jewish people did not heed all these
warnings. So it became necessary for Hashem to

“break the jar” and then rebuild the people.

Also in our generation, a ben Torah who reflects
on what is happening in the Torah world will
see that Hashem is speaking to us and sending us
hints and warnings, as if to say, “Has this Temple,
upon which My Name is called, become a cave of

wrongdoers in your eyes?”
Yet, we tend to feel that things are okay by us.

In former times, a Jew would rise before the
morning light, daven Shacharis properly from
beginning to end, and then go out to his day’s
labors. This is a Jewish form of life.

By way of contrast, nowadays there are yeshivah
students who allow themselves to roll out of bed
late, then peruse the newspaper, and when they
finally get to shul, they have their own way of
going through the davening. They find shortcuts
by hearing a barechu over here, catching a kedushab
over there, and otherwise making a quick job of
it. And the person who does this feels it’s not so
bad. Soon he will get to the beis midrash, where his
chavrusa is waiting for him, and he will learn well
and come up with a good sevara and maybe even
say over a chaburah. He will still have a good name
and people will still say nice things about him
when he becomes a chasan. He lacks the sense that
something is not okay here.

This person thinks he is okay, he is put-together,
he will go straight to Gan Eden because he is a
“yeshivah bachur”; he learns in a good yeshivah
and dresses as appropriate. He forgets that “ben
Torah”is an exalted title that expresses a deep inner
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connection to Hashem and His Torah.

This kind of attitude has a further effect: it
causes us to downplay the seriousness of speaking
lashon hara and devarim beteilim. People feel that

after all, they still carry the good name of a “ben
Torah.”

Consequently, the very fact that we have yeshivos
makes us feel as if things are okay, even when they

aren’t.

We must be extremely careful lest things get to
the point where it will be necessary chas v'shalom
to take the yeshivos away from us, as was done with
the Beis HaMikdash. We all should know that
only the yeshivos keep us going and enable us to
grow spiritually. However, this is something that
demands tremendous effort in Torah learning,
coupled with a deep inner connection to HaKadosh
Baruch Hu.

And Hashem sends us hints. People may not
know this, but in recent years, the Torah world has
suffered some very hard knocks. A large portion
of the yeshivos were basing most of their funding
on a small group of wealthy donors. The heads of
Torah institutions would come to these wealthy
individuals and receive very significant sums to
support Torah learning. But these key donors
suddenly went bankrupt. They have nothing to
give and are in a truly pitiable state. This is making
things very difficult for yeshivos all over, both in
Israel and in America. Even massive fundraising
campaigns don’t help. They bring in just a small
fraction of what used to be raised effortlessly,
and the debts are threatening Torah institutions

everywhere.

I don’t know the reasons behind the workings of
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Heaven. But we need to take stock of the situation.
It would seem as if Hashem is shouting out to us,

“Stop, before it’s too late!”

Besides the financial troubles, other dangers
have begun to crop up, problems that we thought
were over and done with. People always thought
that in America there will never be pogroms like
there were in the dark ages of Europe. Then reality
came and slapped us on the face. In Los Angeles,
the blacks rioted against the government and the
police, in the course of which they burnt down
homes and killed people. Just like the old-style

pogroms!

I have a friend whose daughter’s wedding date
fell during the Los Angeles riots, and they had a big
wedding event all planned out, but in the end, they
were in such fear that they just set up a chuppah
in their backyard, attended by a small group. You
wouldn’t believe it, but this is happening in “free”

America.

It means that Hashem is shouting out to us,
“You should know that it’s not just in Poland and
Russia. There can be pogroms also in America. So

don’t be so complacent!”

I always think to myself, what would happen if
chas v'shalom they would close down the yeshivos?
Surely we wouldn’t stop learning Torah. We
would keep on learning, but we would have to go
underground. I think that in such a situation we
would not be taking it easy; rather, we would learn

as we should. There would be no such thing as bitu/
Torah.

Why should we let things come to such a dire
state? Let’s learn as we should now, while we are

still able to do so openly.
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