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Emotions or Intellect

31909 DY) N IMPNY NI2) IRY NITI 1IN PHR IIN
(10 ,19)

DN”AN Ny DHINN HY PR DON N9 Mpnh N
219 RS NWN DAY IR .DOVY DNNIPN TPV , 0NN
DO9vYY DY NYNN DIY 112,590 HaVM IPY IPYN VY
(O"w7) :DIRYY MITI 0 INNY

When nwin vaw 'xm 1) 712 12187 12 asked to receive
their portion in Ever HaYarden, they first requested a
place to build barns for their sheep and cattle, and then
cities for their children. Rashi brings the Medrash that
they cared more about their money than their children
— making the ikar the tafel and the tafel the ikar. How
can we understand what it means that these heilige
shevatim cared more about their money than their
children?

Chazal tell us that these shevatim had valid reasons to
live in Ever HaYarden. They were blessed with an
abundance of cattle and they needed space to pasture.
Their taanah made sense, but the pasuk is revealing that
there was something subtle underneath that was
misplaced.

Rabbeinu Yonah on the Mishnah of nMRNM RPN
05N N DIRAN DR PRXIN T120M (Avos 4:21) explains
that taavah is the shoresh of all pe’ulos and INNMRNN INR
mwuyH 1YY 2vIn RN 72 7179 — what a person desires,
that is what he thinks.

The problem with taavah is that it doesn’t only create
desire; it influences our mindset. When purchasing a
new car, the salesman will explain how modern and
sleek the car is. Once he gets you to desire it, you’ll make
all types of cheshbonos why it’s “kedai” to spend extra.
You'll go to the mechanic less, it doesn’t use as much
gas, etc. This cheshbon may sound good, but it’s likely
that it’s not really coming from seichel but from taavah.
Once a person wants something emotionally, he’ll come
up with all types of intellectual terutzim to explain why
it’s the right thing to do.

NAW NTIVO? NN "AT

NWIN VIV 'XNY T 2227 J2IRT 712 may have had many good
reasons to live in Ever HaYarden, but mentioning the
sheep and cattle before their children revealed that
deep down, there was an element of taavah that was
causing them to make these cheshbonos and to make
TPy Yavm Hav Ip*Yyn. Moshe Rabbeinu responded that
they first should build cities before barns, and make sure
that the cheshbon is entirely based on seichel — not the
result of MWYYS 15Y 2VIN RIN 72 73TY INNIRNN INR.

In the Eyes of Hashem

D DP) DIPM 2VD IR N300 PIRD MY
(32,39) ¥N 2399 NINRY DI IRID PIRD NP FRIOI

The Chofetz Chayim once shared with a talmid who was
becoming a Rav in a certain city the following advice:
“When you become a Rav, you will no doubt be
presented with difficult shailos. Issues will come up that
will require you to take a stand against popular opinion.
You will find yourself under immense pressure to
conform and pasken in a way that will make you popular
among the baalei batim” But the Torah tells us
otherwise.

SRV ‘NN D'pa DN — “you should be clean in the
eyes of Hashem and Yisrael.” A Yid may think that he
should do what looks naki — what looks right in the eyes
of other Yidden — and claim he is fulfilling D>p1 on»m.
But the Torah puts Hashem first. The first cheshbon has
to be what is naki in the eyes of Hashem, and that will
cause him to be naki in the eyes of Yisrael as well. But if
a person puts what he thinks will make him popular and
well-liked in the eyes of others before what is favorable
in the eyes of Hashem, he will not be successful.

Not only will he not find favor in the eyes of Hashem,
but he will also lose respect in the eyes of his fellow
Yidden.

r
CHAYEINaweeh l)/ Shabbos Inspiration
3



.

Yirmiyahu HaNavi’s Warning

DYDY NPT KD NIRD ORIM ‘N NIR IR KD 01707

(yon ,nven —-n,a
The Navi Yirmiyahu gives mussar to Klal Yisrael that even
the 7N »w9IN are MY T RY. Someone can be a lomeid
Torah, but that doesn’t mean he is becoming closer to
Hashem. The Maharal writes that specifically for
talmidei chachamim, there is a danger that they can get
so involved in the chochmah of Torah, that they forget
to focus on Whose chochmah it is and learn it in a way
that brings d’veikus to Hashem.

The Bach (Hilchos Birchas HaTorah) writes that this issue
was the very cause of the Churban. Chazal tell us that
the Churban was a result of shelo barchu baTorah
techilah. The Bach explains that the Mikdash was a place

where each individual in Klal Yisrael could gain his own

hashra’as haShechinah, and that could only happen
through Torah. A person is a physical being — how can
he be a me’on haShechinah? It's through d’veikus
baTorah — RN TN RIN P2 RYTIPY RN HRIW. Klal
Yisrael learned Torah, the Bach writes, but not I'shmah
— it was I'sheim osher or kavod, and Torah in that
fashion did not create the connection to the Shechinah.
And if there was no connection, there was no "5 WM
TARY TNR Y9 N2 — DN MOV WIPN, and that is why
the Bais Hamikdash was destroyed.

This is Yirmiyahu’s warning — even to the lomdei Torah.
It’s not enough to learn. Torah is not just a chochmah,;
it’s a way to achieve d’veikus to the Nosein haTorah, and
therefore, we need to make sure we keep Him in mind
and learn Torah I'shmah.
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A Heart for Every Yid

A bris milah was taking place in Bnei Brak, and the baby’s
father had honored the Chazon Ish with being the sandek.
The townsfolk swarmed to the shul to receive a bracha
from him, or at least to catch a glimpse of his
countenance.

The Chazon Ish, Rav Avraham Yeshaya Karelitz, received
each person with a warm smile, carefully listening to their
requests and patiently offering his guidance. Only his close
inner circle of family and ta/midim noticed how pale he
was, which deeply worried them. When the Chazon Ish
finally finished receiving the public, he slowly stood up and
proceeded to the car waiting to take him home.

Sensing something was wrong, the driver decided to rush
him to the hospital, but the Chazon Ish stopped him. “Drive
slowly,” he said. The driver, who was one of his talmidim,
obeyed and drove slowly.

Only after they had reached a turn in the road did the
Chazon Ish tell him he could speed up. “Faster, faster,” he
urged.

The talmid handed him a pill that the doctor had
prescribed for his heart condition. After taking the
medication, the Chazon Ish instructed his student to pull
over so he could step out of the car and breathe some
fresh air.

Once he had stabilized, the Chazon Ish turned to his
student and said, “That was a severe heart attack.”

The student, in shock, asked, “When did you first realize
you weren’t feeling well, Rebbi?”

“Already on our way to the bris,” the Chazon Ish replied.

“Then why did you go?” the student asked.

e
=== Seudah Stories

“I hoped it would pass,” he answered.

“But when it didn’t pass, why did you continue to sit and
receive so many people?”

The Chazon Ish explained, “So many people were there,
each waiting for me with their packages of troubles! How
could | run away from them? If they only understood how
deeply Am Yisrael is loved by Hashem, they would ask
Hashem directly, and He would answer them. But they do
not realize this, so they ask me to daven for them. How
could I refuse them?”

The student was deeply moved by the Chazon Ish’s noble
spirit, but he had one more question: “Why did you tell me
to drive slowly when we first got into the car?”

The Chazon Ish looked at him and asked, “Didn’t you see
the crowds of people standing directly behind the vehicle?
If you had sped off quickly, they would have been hit with
a cloud of exhaust fumes right in their faces. How could |
mistreat and dishonor a Yid like that?”

The Esrog That Shouldn’t Talk

Rav Chaim Brim, zt”l, would often travel from
Yerushalayim to Bnei Brak to speak in Torah with the
Chazon Ish. In those years, public transportation between
the two cities was not as frequent as it is today, and Reb
Chaim once missed the last bus back to Yerushalayim. He
had no choice but to return to the Chazon Ish and ask
permission to stay with him for the night. The Chazon Ish

warmly welcomed him inside.

Rav Chaim Brim later recalled that three extraordinary
people cared for him that night: the Chazon Ish, the
Steipler Gaon, and the Steipler’s rebbetzin (who was the
Chazon Ish’s sister). One served him bread, another

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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brought out butter; one brought a pillow, and another
brought a blanket.

Uncomfortable with the situation, Rav Chaim Brim told the
Chazon Ish that he did not want everyone to work so hard
for him.

The Chazon Ish replied with a smile, “Since when does an
esrog state an opinion about itself? An esrog does not tell
its buyer whether it is beautiful or worthy.

"So, too," the Chazon Ish continued, "you should not spend
time measuring whether you are worthy of this honor or
not. Right now, you are a mitzvah, and a mitzvah deserves
to be served.”

A Kabbalah

Once, in the middle of davening, the Alter suddenly got up
from his place, walked to the back of the beis medrash to
look into another siddur, and then returned to his seat.

Only later did his talmidim realize what had actually
happened. One of the Alter’s kabbalos that year was to
daven strictly out of a siddur. A single word had become
torn and illegible in his own siddur, and rather than recite
that one word by heart, he had gone to find another siddur
just to read the missing word.

Learning on a Flight

Reb Shmuel Berenbaum was once traveling on a plane,
sitting in economy class. On the same flight, a wealthy Jew
was sitting in first class.

After takeoff, the Yid walked past Reb Shmuel and felt
uncomfortable about the seating arrangement. Without
hesitating, he approached Reb Shmuel and offered him his
first-class seat.

Reb Shmuel looked at him and said, “What a waste! Let’s
give your first-class seat to the non-Jew sitting next to me,

and you can come sit here so we can learn together for the

1”7

entire flight

Kosher Money

Once, Rav Avraham Kahaneman, president of the
Ponovezher Yeshivah and son of the illustrious Ponovezher
Rav, approached a wealthy widow for a donation to his
yeshivah. The woman happily wrote a generous check and

commented that she contributed to many such causes.

Curious, Rav Kahaneman asked the woman which other
causes she supported. She proceeded to list some of the
world’s finest yeshivos and organizations.

Rav Kahaneman was amazed. He knew that the woman'’s
husband had passed away fifteen years earlier and that
she had no one to advise her on where to distribute her
charity.

“I hope you don’t mind my asking,” he said, “but how is it
that you have been able to distribute your tzedakah so
wisely without anyone advising you?”

“It’s really quite simple,” the woman replied. “The money
my husband left me is 'kosher' — all of it was earned
honestly, and none of it was earned through chillul
Shabbos. | constantly pray that in this merit, my tzedakah
will end up in the right hands. Thank Hashem, He
continues to grant my request.”

Is a Gold Coin Really Worth It?

Young Yitzchak Eisenbach walked through the streets of
Yerushalayim on a spring Shabbos afternoon. He was on
his way home from his weekly tehillim group at the local

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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beis medrash. The year was 1951, and poverty in the city
was rampant. A typical Shabbos seudah consisted of just
two challos, a small slice of fish, and some rice.

As Yitzchak turned onto a quiet, narrow street, his eye
caught the glare of the sun reflecting off something on the
ground. As he drew closer, he saw that it was a gold coin.
What should he do? The gold coin could sustain his family
for weeks. But Yitzchak stopped; it was Shabbos Kodesh,
and he was not permitted to carry or touch the coin.

Yitzchak remembered that although he could not touch or
move the coin, it was permissible to stand over it. He
placed his feet directly over the coin and looked around.
His plan was to wait there for two hours until Shabbos was
over, and then take the coin home.

An Arab boy was watching the scene from the window of
his apartment, wondering why a Jewish boy had been
standing in the exact same spot for twenty minutes. He
came outside to investigate. As he drew near, he noticed
the gold coin. Pushing Yitzchak aside, the boy grabbed the
precious coin and ran off. Helpless to stop him, Yitzchak
cried all the way home.

When he arrived home, his father asked him what was
wrong. Yitzchak tearfully related the entire story. His father
tried his best to comfort him, but to no avail; Yitzchak
remained deeply upset.

On Motzei Shabbos, after Maariv, the great tzaddik and
Gaon, Rav Dov Berish Weidenfeld, zt"/ — known as the
Tchebiner Rav — noticed the boy's distress. He called
Yitzchak over and asked why he was so sad. After Yitzchak
explained what had happened, the Rav looked at him and
said, “Ask your father for permission to come to my house.
There is something | want to tell you.”

After receiving permission, Yitzchak walked with the great
tzaddik to his home.

“Yitzchak,” the Rav began, “you lost a gold coin today, and

| know you must be very sad. | happen to have a gold coin
in my drawer, and | am willing to give it to you on one
condition.”

Yitzchak looked at the Rebbe and asked, “What is the
condition?”

The Rebbe smiled. “Today, you performed one of the
greatest mitzvos possible: you held yourself back from
moving muktzeh and did not touch the gold coin. Even
though you ultimately lost the coin, your mitzvah remains
complete. That mitzvah is so precious to me that | want to
buy it. If you will give me the zechus of that special
mitzvah, | will give you the gold coin from my drawer.”

When Yitzchak heard the Rebbe’s words, he realized that
although he didn't have a physical gold coin, he possessed
something far more precious than any amount of money
could buy. He had acquired the great mitzvah of guarding
the Shabbos, and that was priceless.

He looked up at the Rebbe and said, “I think | would rather
keep my mitzvah.”

The Rebbe smiled warmly, patted him on the forehead, and
wished him a gute voch. Yitzchak skipped all the way
home, feeling as though he had just won the greatest
lottery in the world.

No Wall

When Rav Itzel Peterburger was an elderly man, he refused
to speak in public anymore. He explained, “I have reached
the age where | no longer have a full wall of teeth to
protect my tongue. | can’t trust myself not to say
something improper.”

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com.

Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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Our Gedolim

RAV SHMUEL BERENBAUM - Part 4
(1921-2008)

Many talmidim vividly recall a striking photograph once
published in the newspaper: Rav Shmuel, hunched over
his Gemara in total immersion — his most natural pose.
What made the image unforgettable was the setting. He
was sitting in a helicopter, soaring above the sweeping
beauty of the Poconos on his way to deliver a shiur in
Scranton. The breathtaking landscape stretched beneath
him, yet his eyes never left the Gemara. For Rav Shmuel,
Torah was the real panorama — far more magnificent
than mountains or sky.

His connection to a sugya was personal and intense.
Once, he feared he had forgotten a detail in a Tosafos and
became visibly distressed that something he had once
understood might have slipped away. A devoted talmid
reviewed it with him line by line until the clarity returned,
and Rav Shmuel wept in relief — grateful that his grasp of
Torah had not been lost. On another occasion, after long,
exhausting travel, he entered the beis medrash clutching
his sefer. A talmid suggested he rest first, but Rav Shmuel
refused. “I'm afraid that if | lie down, | may forget what |
just learned,” he said. The fear of losing even a single
detail outweighed his physical exhaustion.

During an illness, when he was too weak to stand, a
comfortable chair was provided so he could recline while
learning. But once he saw it didn’t help him retain the
sugya any better than sitting upright, he rejected it.

After major heart surgery, when he awoke from
anesthesia, he immediately asked the person beside him,
“Did | speak in learning while | was under?” Hearing that
he had indeed murmured divrei Torah, his face lit up —
and as soon as he could keep his eyes open, he asked for
a Gemara. Pointing to the pasuk “Ki heim chayeinu

viorech yameinu,” he would explain that it wasn’t a
metaphor: if he could think, remember, and argue Torah
— he was alive; if not — he wasn't.

There was also the famous helicopter story: flown to a
talmid’s chasunah, he sat motionless the entire trip —
Gemara open, eyes on the daf, oblivious to the noise and
shaking. When they landed, he closed the sefer only long
enough to step out, then opened it again immediately.

Later in life, when urged to rest more, he would wave off
the idea. “What difference does comfort make? It doesn’t
help me understand a Tosafos.” And when doctors
demanded he cut back drastically, he calmly replied,
“Then I'll learn a little less out loud, and a little more in
my thoughts. But | will continue learning.”

Near the end of his life, when bochurim from South
Fallsburg visited, Rav Shmuel — already very weak —
insisted on sitting upright to fully engage in their sugya.
His son Rav Avrohom urged him to lean back and rest, but
he refused. “Will leaning back help me understand the
Tosafos?” he asked sincerely — the only consideration
that mattered.

He would explain that when Klal Yisrael complained in the
Midbar about foods from Mitzrayim, they weren’t longing
for melons and squash, but for the clear minds they had
when their physical needs were met — clarity that
enabled them to think in learning. Everything in his view
returned to Torah.

After his second heart attack, he lay in a coma for days.
Upon waking, Rav Avrohom asked how he felt. Rav
Shmuel slowly opened his eyes and whispered, “You can
already tell me a good svara.”

CHAYEINaweeh lyﬁlmhlnm Inspiration
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After any serious medical treatment, the moment he was

alert he would ask for a kushya or chiddush — just to
ensure his memory was still intact. Once, while preparing
a shiur in a kollel, he referenced a specific Tosafos he
planned to build upon. The Rosh Kollel — his close talmid
— could not immediately recall it. Panic flashed across
Rav Shmuel’s face. “Is there no such Tosafos?” he asked,
shaken. The talmid quickly searched and finally found it.
Rav Shmuel, greatly relieved, hugged him — which he
rarely did — and exclaimed, “Oy, you saved me!”

He believed Torah learned lishma — without excitement
over something new — carried unique holiness. So when
the yeshiva debated learning a new masechta or
repeating a recent one, Rav Shmuel insisted on
repeating: without novelty, the motivation would be
pure ahavas haTorah.

When his son Rav Label once fellill, he turned to a talmid
and said, “Come, let’s say a good svara — it's our
greatest weapon.” After his first heart attack, he
remarked that even though hardship can bring a person
closer to Hashem, “it still can’t compare to learning a
good Rashba.”

After that same heart surgery, as he slowly awoke from
anesthesia, struggling to speak through tubes, he
repeated the words, “Ki heim chayeinu... ki heim
chayeinu...” That meant that he wanted a Gemara. None
was in the room, so his sons hurried to bring a small Shas
from the Bikur Cholim room. They opened to Gittin — the
yeshiva’s current masechta — and began the first
Mishnah. The session was brief, but when he gently
closed the Gemara, he rested calmly, once again
connected to Torah — and to life itself.

Years ago, along Kings Highway in Brooklyn, most Jewish-
owned shops remained open on Shabbos, causing Rav

Shmuel deep anguish. He once approached a
shopkeeper and urged him to close, but the man refused,
saying it would cost too much. Rav Shmuel tried a
different tack: “You take vacations anyway — make
Shabbos your weekly vacation.” The man scoffed, pulled
out a thick wad of cash, and said, “l don’t take vacations.
This is my vacation.” Rav Shmuel would retell the
exchange with a sigh: one who truly loves money needs
nothing but money — and one who truly loves Torah
should need nothing but Torah.

In Rav Shmuel’s world; even short intervals from learning
Torah were unthinkable. At mealtimes, he learned
Chumash, and on Shabbos afternoons, naps were
unheard of. Even on Yom Kippur, he would rise early —
or not sleep at all — to learn the sugyah in Maseches
Yoma relevant to that day. A day without eating, yes. But
a day without Gemara? Impossible, even on Yom Kippur.
Purim was much the same. After the Megillah, he would
lock himself in a room and rejoice as others did — but
with a Gemara, from which he would not budge until it
was time for the seudah.

When a talmid'’s first grandchild was born, he wanted
Rav Shmuel to serve as sandek. Since it was Asarah
b’Teves, he waited two hours after the fast and went to
Rav Shmuel’s home. A family member told him Rav
Shmuel was still in the yeshivah, so he went to his study
and knocked. When Rav Shmuel appeared, seated
among piles of seforim, the talmid realized he had likely
not yet broken his fast and set aside the bris request to
tell him it was already past the zman and he could eat.
Rav Shmuel thanked him and said simply, “I'm in the
middle of a difficult Rambam. I'll eat as soon as | figure it
out.”

To be continued...
Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Kaplan
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

MON NOVN NVI9

1. What similar occurrence happened to nwn in the last three nw99
(P93, oM and MonN)?

N

What in this week’s nv9 is 20007
a. Where else in the 71 do we find the number 20007
b. By which n25n do we find the number 20007

w

. Which n5nn is mentioned in this week’s nv19?
4. What was divided for a second time in YD1 NWI9?

5. When does it say X¥> XY in this week’s nw19?
a. When else in the N7 n does it use such a Y5?

6. List seven individuals whose deaths are mentioned in this week’s nwn9.t

7. | was the first,
| gave a gift,
| saved a life,
| was disrespectful to my father,
My offer was rejected.
My name is mentioned in this week’s nwn9.
Who am I?

8. My wife was previously married to someone else,
My son was a great leader,
My step-son was one of the £y,
My son married my step sons daughter,
My name is mentioned in this week’s nwna.
Who am I?

Need a hint?
! One was from the Yx v o2

10
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Answers

He didn’t know a naYn. In P52 he forgot the No5n of (1,75 >7w9) 12 DXYND DINIP, in DN

the NoYn by (n,19) TNa5X Mawas hidden from him, in MmVYN he forgot the NoYn of NHYIN
(No,ND) DY

The w0 around the 079N »y were 2000 MnNN
a.  (MMTODMON WY Y73 7w 1Y) DIAIND TON TN .
b. mavonn

The daughter of Tnaby

q0Y Vav was previously divided in to two. In this week’s Nv19 - NwIN VAV is divided a
second time between the two sides of the y1.

(12,19) NYIN NS> NNON)

a. When apy> left after getting the m>92 from PNXY - NNN 2APY KN RN TR O
(9,39) PAN PN N9

The five kings of Y0, oyya and yInN.

| was the first,

| gave a gift, - DONTYT

| saved a life, - qOY’s

| was disrespectful to my father, - I moved his bed

My offer was rejected. - to take responsibility for y02
My name is mentioned in this week’s nw9.

Who am I? - 2N

Next Week....

Last week’s riddle:

One of my parents was counted but not mentioned, - 7209

My oldest brother and |, were born from the first marriage, - our parents got divorced

My youngest brother was born from the second marriage, - our parents got remarried
With our names a v) did happen, - they were said by Tnx 27210

(3,2> TNYYNI)

A v) identical to one by »v 91 THyN.

| am mentioned in this week’s nwA9.
Who am I? - DN

NOMN 12 3701 ,NND YN 12 PRD NYY NTHIX NDY NI
977090 TOOR 12 TYT PN 7Y APY TIT N2 NDYXA 152,973 DNIAN 12 DINY YD

For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MMNY NMN 9O

Sponsorships Available
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CHAYEINH Pischei Parsha — Matos Masei
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In the very end of Parshas Matos, there is a “missing” piece of dikduk. But don’t worry — it appears in
the beginning of Matos 35 times! What is it?

Typically, a “mapik hei” (a hei with a dageish) is used to indicate that a word refers “to her” or to something
“‘possessed by her.” In the end of Matos, the word “n%,” which is typically written with a mapik heli, is written
without one.* In the beginning of Matos, there are many references to “her neder,” “her husband,” etc.,
yielding 35 occurrences of a mapik hei.

92

What does the word “aw'x”“ mean?

“Nw wX” — “Her husband.”

Parshas Matos begins by discussing nedarim. This Shabbos, we declare that we will keep our nedarim.
When?

On Rosh Chodesh Av, we say Hallel, wherein we say, “N’darai LaShem ashaleim...” — “I will keep my nedarim
to Hashem.”

The keilim which were taken from Midyan needed tevilah in a mikveh.* How many times can one use a
kli which requires tevilah before he is toveil it?
Zero.’

Does one make a beracha when he is toveil a glass kli?
Yes.?

Why did Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuvein want to live on the eastern side of the Yarden?
e There was good land for their animals.’

e They wanted to be near the kever of Moshe.?

One of the middos of a chacham is that he doesn’t interrupt his friend while he is speaking; rather, he
waits until his friend has finished, and then responds.’® Who demonstrated this middah in Parshas
Matos?

After Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuvein requested to stay on the eastern side of the Yarden, Moshe responded with
a lengthy, ten-pasuk explanation regarding why their request was inappropriate. Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuvein
waited until Moshe had completely finished his message, and only then responded with their suggestion
regarding how to make it work.*

How did Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuvein do a chesed for Bnei Yisrael by staying outside of mainland-Eretz
Yisrael?

They explained to Moshe, “We have more animals than anyone else. Why should we occupy valuable space in
mainland-Eretz Yisrael? We'll take the Ever HaYarden, which the rest of Bnei Yisrael don’t want anyway.”*
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The portion of Shevet Menashe was “ripped in half”’: half of them settled on the eastern side of the
Yarden with Reuvein and Gad, and half on the western side with the rest of Bnei Yisrael.* Where else
in Chumash was Menashe responsible for something being ripped?

In the end of Parshas Mikeitz, Yosef sends his brothers home with food, and then sends a messenger to chase
them, in order to retrieve his “stolen” goblet. When the goblet was discovered in Binyamin’s bag, the brothers
all ripped their clothes. The messenger responsible for this was Menashe, and as a result, his portion was
“ripped” as well.*®

What does the word “1na” mean?
When pronounced mil’ra, accenting the letter “nun,” it means “they built’**; when pronounced mil’eil, accenting
the letter “beis,” it means “in us.”

How much time did Bnei Yisrael spend wandering in the midbar?

Of their 42 encampments, 14 were in the first year, 8 were in the 40th, and the other 20 were spread over the
middle 38 years.™ So, although they were IN the midbar for 40 years, they spent most of it camped, not
wandering.

Knowing the names of the 42 places in which we camped in the midbar can strengthen our emunah in
Hashem. How?

Bnei Yisrael miraculously survived their stay in the midbar, sustained by mann for 40 years, in an unnatural
environment which was distant from civilization and lacked agriculture. This reality was fully appreciated by
those who experienced it, but in later generations people might erroneously assume that Bnei Yisrael had
regular access to nearby cities or other natural food sources. By recording our travel-log, the Torah stresses
that we were in the middle of nowhere, and reinforces that life in the midbar was, in fact, supernatural.16

After makkas bechoros, when did the Mitzrim bury those who had died?
Immediately, the next morning, as Bnei Yisrael left Mitzrayim.’

Whose yahr tzeit, mentioned in Parshas Masei, do we observe this Shabbos?
Aharon HaKohein died on the first day of Menachem Av.*?

When Parshas Masei is a read alone, there are some who read the first 49 pesukim (!) as the Krias
HaTorah during the week. Why?
The 42 encampments represent the 42-letter name of Hashem, which should not be interrupted.*®

Typically, the haftarah relates to the end of the parshas hashavua. Of the approximately 50 shabbasos
every year, how many haftaras do not relate to the parshas hashavua?
At least 19, and sometimes more:
During Bein HaMetzarim, we lain the “Shelosha D’Puranusa” — 3 haftaras which relate to the Churban
HaBayis.
During the 7 weeks following Tisha B’Av, we lain the “Shiva D’Nechemta” — 7 haftaras which offer us
comfort.
Shabbos Shuva and Shabbos HaGadol are each accompanied by a special haftarah.
Succos, Pesach, and Chanukah each coincide with at least 1 Shabbos, and sometimes 2, on which we
lain a special haftarah.
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o The “4 Parshios” are each accompanied by a special haftarah.
¢ When Rosh Chodesh, Erev Rosh Chodesh, Rosh HaShanna, Yom Kippur, or Shavuos fall on Shabbos,
they are accompanied by a special haftarah.

Chazak Chazak V’Nischazeik! — Take a guess: Sefer Bamidbar contains how many...
pesukim? (1288)
parshios? (10)
sedarim? (32) (Sedarim reflect a system of dividing Tanach which predates the secular introduction of

the commonly used “perakim,” and which relates to the 3 year laining cycle which existed in Eretz
20
)

Yisrael, mentioned in Megillah 29b.
pesuchos? (92)
sesumos? (66)

On Rosh Chodesh we add “Ya’aleh v’Yavo—It should rise and come” to our tefillos. To what does this
phrase refer—what should “rise and come”?

The string of requests at the beginning of this tefillah—“It should rise, and come, and arrive, and be seen, and
be desired, and be heard, and be considered, and be remembered’—refer to the list of items which
immediately follow them: “Our remembrance...and the remembrance of our forefathers...”—these are the
things which should “rise and come” before Hashem, so we can receive His berachos.

JUST CURIOUS

Are the nedarim of a child binding?

The nedarim of an 11 year old girl, or 12 year old boy, are binding, if they understand the depth of what they
are saying. Although the nedarim of younger children are not binding, we strongly discourage them from taking
nedarim, teach them to take nedarim seriously, and when not uncomfortable for them, we instruct them to
observe their nedarim.?

The concept of hataras nedarim is only hinted to in Chumash, but not mentioned explicitly. Why does
the Torah “keep it a secret,” and leave it for the Torah SheBe’al Peh to explain?

Hashem “concealed” the concept of removing nedarim because He wants us to take nedarim seriously, and
avoid carelessly making nedarim.?

If someone succumbed to his yetzer hara and ate something not kosher, but then found out it actually
WAS kosher, did he do anything wrong?

If a woman “violates” a neder, without realizing that her husband already removed it, she needs selicha from
Hashem.?

When the soldiers of Bnei Yisrael returned from fighting against Midyan, Bnei Yisrael were given the
mitzvos regarding “kashering” the pots which had been captured during the war. Why weren’t we told
about this earlier, regarding the things which we took when fighting against Sichon and Og?

When we conquered an area of Eretz Yisrael, including the lands of Sichon and Og, we were entitled to
possess, and use, their already-constructed houses, as well as their contents,?* including non-kosher food and
pots.?” When we fought with Midyan, we did so in order to take revenge because they caused us to sin, but not
as part of our conquest of Eretz Yisrael, so their pots needed to be kashered.?®
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Hashem told Moshe, Elazar HaKohein, and the nesiim, to count the items which we took from Midyan
and calculate how to distribute them among Bnei Yisrael. The Torah mentions that Moshe and Elazar
listened, but doesn’t mention that the nesiim participated. Why didn’t they?

The nesiim were told that they were allowed to oversee the counting, including the portion given to Elazar
HaKohein, to make sure that everything was done honestly. They declined the offer, saying, “No need — Elazar
is like a malach, and no one suspects him of cheating whatsoever.”*’

When Bnei Gad and Bnei Reuvein asked to stay on the eastern side of the Yarden, Moshe told them

that their request was inappropriate. What was wrong with it?

Moshe highlighted 2 issues:

¢ It was simply wrong for them to settle calmly while the rest of Bnei Yisrael had to deal with the stress of

war. Even though Hashem would fight on behalf of Bnei Yisrael, Moshe asked them, “You are going to
sit here while everyone else fights?"?®
Moshe told them, “You’re going to scare everyone: they will think you’re avoiding Eretz Yisrael because
you're intimidated by its inhabitants — just as the Meraglim did!?® In fact, there is no way that you
actually think that everyone will go fight and you won’t have to. You must be trying to scare Bnei
Yisrael, and repeat the Meraglim-tragedy!”*°

Vessels which were used to cook non-kosher liquids are “kashered” by submerging them in a pot of
boiling water.®! If the vessel is too large to fully submerge, can one submerge part of it, remove it, and
then submerge the rest?

Yes.*

The cities of the Leviim served as arei miklat. What if someone unintentionally killed a Levi? He would
seek refuge amongst his victim’s relatives?

The Leviim had such good middos, and were so wise, that they could overcome personal emotion, and protect
someone who killed even a Levi family member, realizing that it was, after all, unintentional.®

Why is galus a fitting punishment for an unintentional murderer?
Being exiled is almost as painful as being killed, because one is separated from the people he loves, his home,
and he has to live with strangers.**

When an unintentional murderer goes into galus, how does it help the family of the victim?
The Torah, with its great sensitivity, doesn’t want the victim’s family to have to keep encountering the murderer
in the area of the tragedy, so he must relocate.®

After the death of the Kohein Gadol, an unintentional murderer can return home. Isn’t there still a risk
that the victim’s family will want to kill him?

When a person experiences a tragedy, he is somewhat comforted when others share in his experience. When
the Kohein Gadol dies, everyone is cast into a state of mourning, and this universally shared experience brings
comfort to the victim’s family, allowing them to stop pursuing the murderer.*®
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CHAYEINY

Yossi Ross

“feelily A Life of Truth

Shabbhos Inspiration

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIVl

Rav Zalmen Baharan zt”l, the tzaddik and talmid
chacham who founded Meah Shearim — continued.

“Everyone in my class has a whole set of Leaders
Cards. | need ten packs of cards so | can have one
too!”

Children nowadays are very special, and baruch
Hashem they want good things. Back in the day, in
Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh when Rav Zalman was
growing up, it was also like that. Little Zalmen once
complained, “All the other children are getting new
suits... or at least, different suits for Rosh Hashanah
and Yom Kippur. How come we can’t afford
anything?”

His father, the great tzaddik Rav Nachum Shadiker
zt”l, instilled in his beloved son a sense of romemus.
“What’s the matter with you, Zalmen? Everyone is
busy removing their cloaks of chata’im and
pesha’im; and all you can think of is your physical
suit?”

Zalmen never, ever complained again.

In the years Taf Reish Chof Hei — Vav (1865-6) a
terrible mageifah ravaged the Jewish quarter of
Yerushalayim. Tragically, Rav Nachum himself
became sick and passed away. With Rav Nachum’s
death, the epidemic stopped. It was obvious that
Rav Nachum had offered himself as a korban to stop
the mageifah. With Rav Nachum’s petirah, the
hundreds of talmidim who had flocked to his house
to absorb kedushah and learn Torah from him were
bereft of their Rebbe.

Although Rav Nachum was never an official “Rosh
Yeshiva,” try telling that to the many ta/midim who
came to learn from him. They wanted his legacy to
continue. Rav Zalman answered the call, and for
many, many years he was a fixture in Yerushalayim,

with hundreds of talmidim streaming to him. His
greatness was so recognized that when the position
of Rosh Yeshiva in Yeshivas Eitz Chaim became
available, they begged Rav Zalman to accept it.

Rav Zalman declined the offer. “My father was never
an official ‘Rosh Yeshiva.” | am continuing in his ways.
| learn Torah within the walls of my house. The
hundreds of talmidim are welcome to continue
coming b’kavod gadol.”

Rav Zalman showed tremendous love for his people
and never stopped working for them. Whether it
was a mitzvah of bikkur cholim, roaming through
prisons helping Jewish prisoners, or seizing the
dangerous initiative of negotiating with local Turkish
officers, Rav Zalman was always at the forefront —
but he would never go anywhere without a sefer. He
also insisted that in all of the chesed organizations
under his auspices, sefarim would be available.

Still, people wondered: when did Rav Zalman have
time to prepare his amazing three-hour iyun shiurim
that all the Jomdim of his time marveled at? This
question remained a mystery until after Rav
Zalman'’s passing when some of his chiddushei Torah
were found written on scraps of paper,
accompanied by an explanation.

“This | figured out waiting in prison to see a prisoner,
and this | figured out while they poured the
foundation for one of the houses in Meah Shearim.”

Rav Zalman clearly wanted to teach his talmidim
that if you are committed to limud haTorah, it is
possible to continue learning wherever you happen
to be. His talmidim learned this from his example in
his lifetime as well. Once, Rav Zalman and his
talmidim were discussing an extremely difficult
topic. Suddenly, the door burst open, and in
marched a Turkish officer announcing in a rather
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unkind voice, “Chacham Zalmen, you must come
with me now. An officer wants to speak with you.”

The talmidim were petrified. Rav Zalman calmly
continued looking into his Gemara, grabbed his
jacket, and walked out with the guards. A couple of
hours later he returned, and immediately said, “I
have the perfect solution for our sugya!” He then
went into a long arichus, elaborating on how to

explain the Gemara.

The talmidim were bewildered. “Rebbe, when did
you figure this out?”

Rav Zalman answered, “What do you mean when |
figured it out? | had to negotiate with the poritz
about certain properties for Yidden in Yerushalayim.
| speak Hebrew and he speaks Turkish, so there were
translators. Now, | ask you, in a two-hour
conversation, if you add up all of the moments that
it takes to translate the Hebrew into Turkish, and the
Turkish into Hebrew, can you imagine how much
time that gave me to rethink all of the questions we
were addressing, and come up with the solutions in

our sugya!”

Though unknown predators lurked outside the
protective walls of Yerushalayim, both the type that
roams on four legs and the two-legged variety,
Yidden would venture out more than anyone else.
Like today, Yidden had extended family all over — in
Yafo, Chevron, or in Tzfas — and like today, Yidden
would maintain a shaychus with family. That’s the
beauty of Klal Yisrael. Another reason that Yidden
would travel out of the walls of Yerushalayim was to
buy esrogim. When Succos time came along,
everyone needed an esrog. Even little children who,
for lack of money, didn’t know what a candy looked
like, needed to somehow get an esrog for Succos.

For parnassah, Rav Zalman was an esrog socher.
Before Rosh Hashanah, Rav Zalman would take
along many of his talmidim and travel around the
country to the various orchards and gather esrogim.
Rav Zalman would never deal with anything but
esrogim from Eretz Yisrael. While some people

claimed that the Greek esrogim were nicer, Rav
Zalman wouldn’t hear of it.

“When you purchase an esrog,” Rav Zalman
explained, “you don’t just look at the esrog, you look
at who cut and nurtured the esrog. When | look at a
Greek esrog, | see the drunk goyishe worker who
climbed up on the tree and cut it off. Would | take
him with me into my succah, or even into my house?
That is not the esrog that | would sell. The peiros of
Eretz Yisrael are beautiful! They may seem to our
eyes as lacking in substance when you compare
them physically with peiros from elsewhere, but to
me, the only beautiful esrog is an esrog of Eretz
Yisrael.”

Rav Zalman purchased just enough esrogim to
provide himself with parnassah for the year, not an
esrog more. He was not interested in making money;
he was just interested in getting the nuisance of
“money” out of the way so that he could sit and
learn. Besides for buying esrogim, Rav Zalman made
use of this business trip to negotiate with the various
Turkish officers to allow him to set up bikkur cholims
and gemachs. But that was all “off to the side.” It
may have taken up nine out of the ten hours of his
business day, but officially, he was out for his
esrogim.

No one knew an esrog like Rav Zalman did. He could
tell you everything about an esrog just by looking at
it. When the esrog market in Yerushalayim would
open, Rav Zalman would stand in his place, and his
customers would come and buy esrogim. When he
finished selling esrogim, he was still very busy. No
one in Yerushalayim would make a brachah on an
esrog before first showing it to Rav Zalman.

When a little boy who would eventually become a
great talmid chacham by the name of Rav Ahron
Katznelenbogen zt”| received his very own esrog for
the first time in his life, he couldn’t wait to be like all
of the big boys — his father and big brothers — and
show his esrog to Rav Zalman. However, he couldn’t
be promised an esrog until an hour before the
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zeman on Erev Succos. That’s when some of the
esrog socharim gave up hope of selling any more
esrogim, and they would give them away to the
children for a nominal price, or even for free as it got
closer to the zeman. Well, it was ten minutes before
Yom Tov, and little Ahron now had an esrog. Though
it was a pathetic, meager-looking fruit, he was very
proud of it.

Of course, what’s an esrog without experiencing the
proud sense of asking Rav Zalman whether the esrog
is kosher or not? And so, he figured, where could he
catch Rav Zalman now, only moments before the
zeman? On his way to the mikveh, of course. Sure
enough, Rav Zalman, who had been busy all Erev
Succos with everyone’s various tzorchei hachag, was
rushing out of the mikveh with moments to Yom Tov,
and this little boy comes chasing after him.

“Rav Zalman! Can you please look at my esrog?!”

“Please, little boy,” Rav Zalman answered, “not now.
Can’t you see that it’s only a couple of moments to
the zeman? | must get home.”

The little boy was heartbroken. He returned home
with his head down. "How foolish can | be?" he
thought. "Me and my strange little esrog running
after Rav Zalman; who do | think | am anyhow?"

Although he went home dejected, the little boy did
not say anything about the incident to anyone. He
was probably embarrassed. He thought they would
laugh at him if he even suggested that he had gone
to the famous Rav Zalman to look at his esrog.

The next morning, Reb Avrohom Moshe, the young
boy’s father, was sitting in his succah learning from
a sefer before going to shul. Suddenly, he heard a
knock at the door. He got up and opened the door,
and he was startled to see the famous Rav Zalman
standing there.

“Gut Yom Tov,” Reb Avrohom Moshe greeted his
chashuve guest. “To what do | owe this pleasure so
early in the morning?”

“Actually,” said Rav Zalman, “it is not you who I'm
looking for; it’s your little son.”

“My little son? The seven-year-old?”
“Exactly! Can | see him?”

Reb Avrohom Moshe, who hadn’t the vaguest idea
why one of the greatest talmidei chachamim in
Yerushalayim had come to see his seven-year-old
son before Shacharis on this first day of Succos,
eagerly ran to fetch little Ahron.

“Ahron! Get up! You have a special visitor!”

Ahron forced his eyes open and whispered, “This
early?”

“Yes,” his father urged him. “Say Modeh Ani, wash
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negel vasser, and run down

Ahron ran down and could hardly believe it. Rav
Zalman was standing there... to talk to him???

“Gut Yom Tov,” said Rav Zalman. “l came to see your
esrog.”

By now, all of the brothers had come down to see
what the commotion was about. Little Ahron
blushed with embarrassment and pleasure. Rav
Zalman took the pathetic little thing that was
supposed to be an esrog and held it up to the
sunlight. Rav Zalman scanned every centimeter of
the little esrog, turned it slowly, and peered at it
from all angles. The child waited for Rav Zalman’s
appraisal.

“Young man,” Rav Zalman said, “your esrog is
maghnificent! You know, | would be willing to trade
with you — your esrog for mine! Do you agree?”

Ahron stammered, “No — no, no thank you; ay — th
— this is my esrog.”

Everyone laughed. The elated little boy went back to
his room. The boy’s father could not help but marvel
at the sensitivity that Rav Zalman had displayed
toward his little son. It was obvious to him that Rav
Zalman had come to his home not because he felt
the esrog should be looked at, but to uplift his child.
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As Rav Zalman rose to leave, he turned to the child’s
father with a wink in his eye and said, “A kind iz
oichet a mentch; a child is also a person.”

In another instance, Rav Zalman felt that a different
approach was in order. A young man who was
considered to be a great talmid chacham came to
show his esrog to Rav Zalman. Rav Zalman looked at
the esrog and questioned whether, despite the
esrog’s beauty, there might have been a tiny piece
missing. The young man challenged that since the
first day of Succos that year was Shabbos, when we
don’t take lulav and esrog, and on the second day
chaser is not such a problem, it’s only a safek, and
perhaps we should look away from the issue.

Rav Zalman became very upset. He said, “Where is
all the Torah that you are learning going?! Is it being
absorbed into your eivarim?! How can you even
think that way? Don’t you believe b’emunah
sheleimah — don’t you at least consider it a
possibility that the Bais Hamikdash is going to be
built, and we will take an esrog even on day number
onel?”

Like all people, Rav Zalman slept... every second
night. Every second night Rav Zalman would sleep
until chatzos, when he would wake up to learn. The
intermediate night he wouldn’t sleep at all. There
simply wasn’t time for that. Since there are an odd
number of nights in a week, things worked out
perfectly. On Leil Shabbos, Rav Zalman was makpid
never to sleep. He would be up the entire night
being osek baTorah. Rav Zalman knew that this was
the appropriate his
haneshamah, and that’s how he showed his

avodah for shoresh

appreciation for the kedushah of Shabbos.

Talmidim once began to notice something strange.
It seemed that Rav Zalman was changing his seder!

Even every second night he wouldn’t lie down to
sleep on a bed; he would just put his head down on
the kitchen table. Also, people began to notice Rav
Zalman around the house with a broom and a
shovel, and sometimes even washing the dishes!
What was this all about?? They asked the family but
received no answer.

Only later did the true story come out. Rav Zalman’s
neighbor had a newborn child. As a matter of fact,
they had a child at the same time that Rav Zalman’s
wife had a child. But they were very poor, and for
some reason, the mother could not nurse her child,
and she did not have the funds to hire someone. The
baby would cry and was terribly hungry. Rav Zalman
discussed the matter with his wife. He encouraged
her, “You have enough milk for both. Nurse our
child, and nurse the neighbor’s child.”

His wife said that she would be glad to do so and be
matzil a nefesh miYisrael, but who was going to do
all of the housework?

Rav Zalman replied, “1 will.”

The problem was that they would sometimes not
hear the baby cry at night, and the next-door
neighbor was embarrassed to knock at the door at 3
o’clock in the morning to ask her to nurse her baby.
Realizing what the problem was, Rav Zalman
decided that on the night that he slept, he would put
his head down on a table near the wall, so that if the
baby would cry, he would hear right away and ask
his wife to go and help out.

In thinking about all of Klal Yisrael, Rav Zalman never
forgot about “Reb Yisrael,” even only a little child.
That’s the picture of a true gadol b’Yisrael that we
should all strive for.
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Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

CHAYEINY [

Weekly | Hi|chos Shabbos
nitiative

Is it permissible to use a one-handled faucet?

Sinks and Faucets Cont.

A one-handled faucet may only be used if it is positioned completely in the cold
setting. The faucet should be tested before Shabbos to make sure that no hot water
is released even when the faucet is in this position, since some faucets release hot
water even when the handle is turned completely to the cold water position.!

Is it permissible to use a sink filter?

On Shabbos, it is not permissible to screw a filter onto a faucet or to or unscrew one
from a faucet.

According to many Poskim, a filter may not be used on Shabbos if the water contains
bugs that prohibit its drinking without filtering.

B
Bathroom
Is it permissible to use a toilet if a cleanser is affixed to the bowl?

It is permissible to use a toilet with a cleanser that does not color the water.
However, a cleanser that colors the water should be removed, preferably before
Shabbos. If it was not removed before Shabbos, it should be removed on Shabbos in
an unusual manner such as with one’s body, due to its Muktze status. If the cleanser
cannot be removed and there are no other toilets available, the toilet may be used.

Is it permissible to remove or replace the cover of the water tank on the back of a
toilet?

According to many Poskim, this is not permissible. In addition, if the chain inside the
tank became detached and the flushing mechanism has become non-functional, it is
not permissible to repair the mechanism by reattaching the chain, even if the tank
cover has already been removed.

1The test is done by shutting the cold water valve, and opening the faucet all the way to the cold
setting. If hot water comes out, this is an indication that hot water always flows. This sink would be
prohibited to use on Shabbos unless the hot water valve is shut off.

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

Is there a arn to hear every word of ninn nNp on naw?

QUESTION 2

I'm usually X7Tpa avn in between moy during the nminn Nxp on naw. Is it alright if I'm finishing up a p1pa
when the kmp Yya starts Leining?

QUESTION 3

My wife usually comes to shul on naw day a little late. Can she catch up during Leining or does she have to
listen to the nxnp?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

I'm eating out at a nnnw for the Friday Night nmyp, but sleeping at home. Where should | light?

Answer: [n order to be rkx» the mxn of naw M3, one must have nran from the ma. If someone is going away
for the nmiyp and will first be coming home after the mna have gone out, the ('v-2"p1) My INYW writes that the
N212 was nbvaY. Also, even if they return while the mna are lit, there must be significant nNan from them, for
example it illuminates a room so no one will trip while walking. Although common practice is to light m
in a well-lit room, this is only allowed because the mn add enjoyment to the nTwp, according to the mwn

(R"n) "2 However, if it is not NTIYD Dipna then this concept of MR Navn doesn't apply. Therefore, it is more
practical to light mna where one is eating the nTiyp.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

What if my kids are eating at home, with just the parents eating out?

Answer: Since there are people eating in the house, one can light mn there. Additionally, many opma hold
that the children will not be Rx» the mxn of naw m if their parents light in a different house. Therefore, she
should light at home. (See Answer 3 regarding what she should do about naxbn.)

QUESTION 3

Is there any way for me to light at home and still to be able to drive to where we'll be eating the nTiyp?

Answer: The (") X"'m1 writes that a woman can make a *®an- condition before lighting that she is not naw Yapn
when lighting the ma. The (T"n) N2 nawn writes that since it is a npynn whether a "®an works, it should only
be done if there is a need. In the case of Answer 2, where the woman is leaving children at home and needs
to go to a nmmvw, she would be allowed to make a Nan, as there is a need for mMa in the home.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Rav Yaakov Emden

R’ Reuven was very wealthy. It was a well-known
fact in the town. Everyone assumed that he was
the most content person too. After all, he lived in
a beautiful home, wore fine garments of silk and
wool, and gave generously to the poor. He was
always the one who had the highest bid for
Chosson Torah. Many secretly harbored feelings
of jealousy. Others were always trying to get on
his good side, hoping for a share of his bounty.
They would offer to help him carry his bag, they
would compliment his well-raised sons and they
would inquire about his well-being.

What really went on inside R’ Reuven’s home?
Well, things are not always as they seem to be on
the outside. R’ Reuven was certainly not poor, but
he was not as rich as he let on. He felt that he had
a reputation to live up to, although much of it was
just hot air with no substance. His pride did not
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allow him to garb his family in anything less than
the best, and he was pressured to be one of the
most generous philanthropists in town. He
dispensed disproportionate amounts of his funds
to tzeddakah. Overall, you can say that he lived
beyond his means.

He was always on the lookout for profitable
business deals, hoping to earn enough to sustain
his luxurious lifestyle, and perhaps to even have a
bit of extra to put into savings.

Because of his reputation as a rich man, many
approached him with enticing business deals.
However, he usually turned down any endeavor
that was very risky, because although he had
some capital, he did not have enough to risk
losing in a bad investment.

One grey winter morning, he was riffling through
his papers, and his forehead creased in concern.
He stroked his beard anxiously. He had a
substantial sum of money put away, but
otherwise, his financial state was not that stable.
His expenses were overriding his income and he
was afraid that things were going downhill.

It was not something he enjoyed admitting to
himself, but the truth of the matter was that R’
Reuven was jealous of his neighbor R’ Chaim. R’
Chaim was a pauper in the true sense of the word.
He lived in a sparsely-furnished little hut along
with his wife and eight children. He hardly had
anything, but there was something real and
wholesome about his life. R” Reuven couldn’t put
his finger on it, but there was an elusive element
that R’ Chaim had in his life that R’ Reuven
simply did not possess. R’ Chaim was always so
happy, he was genuinely satisfied with his lot. He
did not seem to be plagued by the worries and
concerns that escorted R’ Reuven wherever he
went. And that was weird, R’ Reuven thought,
because R’ Chaim had so much less than he did.



As R’ Reuven was sitting there, lost in thought,
he suddenly heard the clatter of a horse and buggy
outside his home. Who would be traveling on
such a rainy day, he wondered. And then there
was a knock at the door. He opened, and found
himself face-to-face with a wealthy-looking
individual. He was wearing an elegant suit and a
fashionable tall hat. He wore spectacles and
shining shoes. He was dripping wet, despite the
fact that he traveled in a covered wagon. R’
Reuven politely invited the fellow to come inside.
He led him to a comfortable armchair and offered
him a warm cup of tea.

The man began to speak.

“Your reputation as an honest businessman has
spread far and wide. | traveled here in order to
discuss a business proposition with you. It is quite
an investment, but it shows much potential.”

He withdrew a sleek envelope. He opened the flap
and pulled out a sheaf of documents.

“However, because of a family emergency which
I was just alerted to, | must leave the city before
nightfall.”

The businessman explained all the nuances of the
deal. The sum of money which he would be
required to invest was just a bit more than the
amount of funds that R’ Reuven had available. He
would be able to borrow the rest.

R’ Reuven stroked his beard. “Hmm... This
definitely sounds interesting. However, | need
some time to think about it, maybe ask a second
opinion.”

“Alright.” The man stretched. “You have all day.
But I must leave before nightfall.”

He folded his papers, stood up, shook hands with

R’ Reuven and left, the door noisily clanking shut
behind him.
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R’ Reuven was unsure. On the one hand, the deal
did seem to be very promising. And he did have
most of the necessary funds. On the other hand, if
the deal fell through, he would be left with
nothing. Actually, he would be left with less than
nothing, he would be in debt.

Should he do it? Should he not?
He couldn’t decide.

How he wished for a spark of ruach hakodesh. Or
for a prophecy. What should he do?

The cup of tea was still on the glass table. The
businessman did not touch it.

R’ Reuven lifted the porcelain mug and took a sip.
Baah, he spit it out. It was lukewarm.

Should he go through with the deal?

If it was successful, he would earn thousands. He
would be able to extend his home and outfit his
entire family with new garments. He would be
able to donate generously to the new shul that the
community wanted to build.

R’ Reuven felt as though he was torn in a million
pieces.

And then it hit him.

“There is no prophecy nowadays,” he thought,
“But I can go seek daas Torah.”

Time was of the essence. He summoned his
wagon driver and urged him to rush to the home
of the venerated gadol, Rav Yaakov Emden.

As he stepped outside, it felt as though the heaven
had opened up and was spilling out its contents
upon mankind. It was pouring.

The wagon traveled at record speed.

He drew his cloak tightly around himself, as if to
protect himself from the downpour.



He banged at the door.

The door creaked open. R’ Boruch, the shamash,
blocked the doorway.

“How can I help you?”
“I must see Rav Yaakov now.”

“I am sorry. He only accepts visitors between
eleven and eleven-twenty. It is now a quarter to
one, and he is learning in his room.”

“It is a matter of utmost urgency. Please knock on
his door for me.”

The devoted shamash refused.

“Do you know who I am?” R’ Reuven stood up to
his full height.

The shamash did not budge. “These are Rav
Yaakov’s rules. He i1s not to be disturbed until
tomorrow at eleven.”

“It will be too late by then. I must see him now.”

R’ Reuven pushed the door open. He couldn’t
stand out in the rain any longer. His pricey felt hat
was getting ruined. He walked past the shamash
and into the waiting room. He found a chair and
sat down to wait. He figured that sooner or later,
Rav Yaakov would come out of his room, and he
would be able to pose his question and receive
guidance.

As he sat there on the faded blue chair, R’ Boruch
suddenly called out “A quarter past one!” in a
loud voice.

“Hmm... This fellow is interesting,” R’ Reuven
mused.

He sat there a bit longer, twiddling his thumbs
impatiently, and then the shamash belted out
“Half past one!”
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R’ Reuven had enough. “Please, let me in to see
Rav Yaakov.”

“Don’t be insolent. I cannot. He is learning.”

Frustrated, he sat back down. He took out some
papers and started flipping through them. But he
couldn’t concentrate.

And then the shamash cried, “A quarter to two!”

“May I ask why you keep yelling out the time?”
R’ Reuven asked, trying to hide his smirk.

“Sure,” the shamash replied easily. “Rav Yaakov
Is afraid that as he learns, he may get a bit tired or
lose his concentration. He may lose his cheishek
altogether. Therefore, he hired me to keep
announcing how much time had passed. It
reminds him that he is a few minutes closer to his
death. And he makes sure to utilize his time.”

“Wow.” R’ Reuven couldn’t believe it.

“And the other reason he hired me,” R’ Boruch
continued drily, “Is to make sure that no one
disturbs him. You are welcome to leave and to
return tomorrow.”

R’ Reuven crossed his arms. He did not plan on
leaving until he accomplished his mission.

The hours crawled by. The shamash was sitting
there, doing his job, and R’ Reuven was waiting
on edge, glaring at the shamash all the while.

“A quarter to four!”

R’ Reuven jumped. So many hours had passed
and Rav Yaakov still did not leave his room.

It was nearly sunset. What would he tell the
businessman? Could he give up what may
potentially be the business deal of a lifetime? Or
should he go ahead with it? He needed guidance.
And he couldn’t wait.



That’s it, he decided. He resolutely stood up, and
pushed open the door to Rav Yaakov’s inner
room, his sanctuary.

“Don’t!” The shamash hissed.

But it was too late.

He was inside already.

R’ Reuven nearly fainted from the sight.

Rav Yaakov was sitting at a large round table
piled high with seforim. His face was aglow, and
the entire room was lit up with an otherworldly
light. Rav Yaakov’s eyes were darting back and
forth, from sefer to sefer. He was engrossed in a
different world, in a world of rishonim and
acharonim, of questions and solutions. He
pounded at the table as he came up with a sevara.

R’ Reuven jumped in fright. He was about to
retreat to the waiting room, but then he
remembered. His dilemma. He needed Rav
Yaakov’s guidance. He couldn’t back off now.

Timidly, he stood in the corner of the room and
watched.

Rav Yaakov did not even sense his presence. He
was wholly involved in his learning.

Suddenly, Rav Yaakov stood up. He began pacing
around the table. Back and forth, around and
around. He was mumbling in learning,
gesticulating, as he worked on the nuances of the

sugya.

R’ Reuven watched in awe. He had never seen
such a scene bhefore.

Suddenly, he heard R’ Boruch announce that
another fifteen minutes had elapsed. And then
another fifteen minutes.

He peered out the small window in the corner of
the room. The sun was going down, painting the
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sky in brilliant shades of pink and purple. His
head was aching. He couldn’t wait any longer.

Heart pounding, he decided to confront Rav
Yaakov.

Rav Yaakov began walking speedily around the
table once again. R’ Reuven decided to block his
path. “If he bumps into me,” he thought, “Rav
Yaakov will surely notice me and offer to help.”

R’ Reuven made his decision and stood there,
trembling from fear, but emboldened by his
desperation.

Suddenly, Rav Yaakov crashed right into him.
“Rebbe,” he called out. But Rav Yaakov simply
motioned to his white beard, and then turned
around, and began pacing in the other direction.

R’ Reuven did not allow himself to be deterred.
He did not think that Rav Yaakov understood
what he wanted.

He blocked him again.

And again, Rav Yaakov pointed at his beard and
went the other way.

What was going on?

His head hurting from the impact, confused and
anxious about the passing time, R’ Reuven went
out to the waiting room, just as the shamash
yelled, “A quarter to five!”

“Can you please explain what had just
transpired?” R’ Reuven asked, rubbing his
forehead. “Why did Rav Yaakov point to his

beard?”

R’ Boruch shook his head. “You simply don’t
understand. When Rav Yaakov pointed at his
white beard, he was insinuating that he did not
have much time left. To him, the fact that his
beard is turning white is a reminder that soon, he



will be in the World of Truth. And therefore, he
must maximize his time in This World and learn
as much as possible. Every second is dedicated to
learning. Every minute is accounted for. That is
why he cannot be disturbed, and that is why he
needs me to announce the time.”

R’ Reuven was still frustrated that he did not get
the answer to his question. He decided that
perhaps, he would give up the business deal. Or
maybe he would try to ask for an extension. But
either way, he gained so much. He learned to
value time, to maximize his time in This World.
And he was infused with a bit more ahavas
haTorah.

As he left the warm haven and stepped into the
downpour, he reflected on the fact that in the long
run, it’s not the business deals that count. It’s not
about the money that one possesses, or the things
that he has. It’s what one takes with him to the
Olam Haemes that truly matters.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!

This story is taken from tape #TB89

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"l
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Option 2: Shmussen given in Adelphia
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PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

IT WAS A LONG SUMMER SHABBOS AFTERNOON
IN ENGLAND. R” MEIR TZVI EHRENTREU WAS IN
SHUL LEARNING PIRKEI AVOS.

SHLOME

THIS RABBEINU YONAH ON
'KOL SHEMAASOV MERUBIN..." IS SO
FUNDAMENTAL! HE SAYS THAT ACCEPTING ON
MYSELF TO FLULFILL MITZVOS, EVEN WITHOUT
KNOWING THE HALACHAH, IS AS IF T HAVE
ALREADY BEEN MEKABEL ALL THE MITZVOS!

oucH! T'M
BLEEDING! ...
YOU 8ROKE MY
TOOTH!

ZALMAN, NOW

YOU'RE “IT"! yOUu
CAN'T CATCH ME...

TATTY!

MY HA

ITZY TRIPPED ME!

oY, SHLOME
ZALMAN, WHAT
HAPPENED? HERE, TAKE

NDKERCHIEF...

HE ... HE... BROKE MY
TOOTH!

AFTER EXAMINING THE DAMAGE, R” MEIR
TZVI TURNED TO HIS SON:

IT LOOKS OK. SHH..
THERE, THERE, DON'T
CRY. WHERE IS YOUR
FRIEND ITZY?

OY, VEY! WAIT HERE.
T'LL BE BACK IN A FEW
MINUTES.

DON'T WORRY... I KNOW YOU MUST

MOICHEL YOU. ARE YOU ALL RIGHT?

BE SO UPSET ABOUT WHAT HAPPENED.
IT'S OK - DON'T BE NERVOUS. SHLOME
ZALMAN IS GOING TO 8E FINE, AND HE IS

R’ MEIR TZVI EHRENTREU H”7¥1 WAS BORN IN FRANKFURT, GERMANY, TO 7N‘1\’)’ ) AND BLUMA EHRENTREU. AS A 7IN3,
HE MOVED TO ENGLAND, WHERE HE LEARNED IN R” MOSHE SCHNEIDER'S “D’V)’ IN LONDON AND THEN LATER IN THE
GATESHEAD NV, HE MARRIED 1NN SEGAL (DAUGHTER OF R’ YEHUDAH ZEV SEGAL 9181, THE MANCHESTER WN)
NPV, AFTER 'HIS MARRIAGE, HE WAS APPOINTED TO SERVE AS A MYV TN IN THE MANCHESTER NV, HE WAS A
BELOVED Y17 AND COULDO QUOTE VERBATIM FROM ANYWHERE IN DY, VITH, DNIYNY AND D’JﬁﬁN HIS DMWY
WERE UNIQUE. IN ADDITION TO TEACHING THE NIND WITH THE STANDARD D’\’)'\SD HE WOULLD SPICE THE MYV WITH
CONTENT FROM 1) "IN, THN >TY, 10 OY mv, 070 YITN AND COUNTLESS OTHER D>9D. HE WAS LATER
APPOINTED TO SERVE A 5513 VUNY OF THE MANCHESTER NV, WHEN R’ YITZCHAK YAAKOV WEISS DNNY LEFT
MANCHESTER TO BECOME T/72N7 OF THE N>TIN NTY, HE TOLO THE COMMUNITY THAT HE HAD LEFT THEM @’ MEIR TZVI,
WHO SHOULD 8E RELIED UPON IN ANY HALACHIC MATTER. R’ MEIR TZVI'S J'\]'J‘T; IN NN WAS SURPASSED ONLY 8Y HIS
DY NIXY?, HUMILITY AND EXEMPLARY NITN. HE IS BLURIED NEXT TO HIS FATHER-IN-LAW.
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FROM THE PARSHAH % Intentions Count
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Her husband annulled the vows, and Hashem will forgive her. (Bemidbar 30:13)

Our Sages taught: “Her husband annulled the vows, and Hashem will forgive her” — This
refers to a woman whose husband nullified her vow without her knowledge, teaching that
she nevertheless requires atonement and forgiveness.

When R. Akiva would reach this verse, he would weep. He would say: “If someone who
intended to pick up pork but accidentally picked up lamb meat requires atonement and
forgiveness, then certainly one who intended to pick up pork and actually picked up pork,

how much more so does he need forgiveness!” (Nazir 23a)

At first glance, this teaching of Chazal story of R. Chiya bar Ashi. The Gemara recounts:
is puzzling. Somebody tried to eat zreif and

accidentally ate kosher. He needs atonement. But He was accustomed, whenever he
why would we think he doesn’t? He maliciously would fall on his face in tefilab, to say,
tried to do something forbidden, to commit a “May the Merciful One save us from the
Torah prohibition. Surely such a person should evil inclination.” One day, his wife heard
require kapparah for his evil intent! him saying this. She said, "As it’s been

, many years since he separated himself
The Gemara brings another example of someone vy P

who intended to do something forbidden and from [having marital relations with] me,

hy does h d his?’
ended up doing something permitted. It is the why does he [even need to] say this
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One day he was learning in his garden.
She adorned herself and walked back
and forth in front of him. He said to her,
“Who are you?” She said, “I am Charusa
[the harlot], on my way back [from my
daily work].” He propositioned her. She
said to him: 'Bring me that pomegranate
at the top of the tree [as my wages].” He
jumped up and brought it to her, [and she

provided her services].

When he came home, his wife was
heating the oven, and he went up and
sat inside it. She said to him: “What is
this?” He said to her, “Such and such
happened.” She said to him, “It was me.”
He paid no heed to what she said until she
gave him identifying signs. He said to her,
“[Even so,] I intended to do something

forbidden.” All the days of that tzaddik
he would fast, [until in the end,] he died

that same death.

This certainly requires explanation. How
did such a rzaddik stumble so quickly? And
didn’t
challenges until now ? What happened that day?

furthermore, have any nisyonos and

Let’s get down to the truth of the matter.

Said R. Shimon ben Lakish: A person's
yetzer hara grows stronger against him
every day, and seeks to kill him, as it says,
“The wicked one is on the lookout for the

righteous one and secks to kill him.”* And
were it not for Hakadosh Baruch Hu who
helps the righteous one, he would not
be able to overcome the yezzer, as it says,
“Hashem will not abandon him to his
hand and will not let him be condemned
in his judgment.”?

So we see that we need siyata d’Shmaya in order
to be saved from sin.

It may be compared to a strong man who was
confronted every day by a powerful enemy who
sought to knock him down. But the strong man
had a pistol. Every day, he shot the enemy and
eliminated him. One day, the enemy came against
him again, at full strength, and he picked up the
pistol to shoot him, but this time there were no
bullets in the gun. He pulled the trigger and
nothing happened. At that moment, before he
could pull himself together, the enemy already
knocked him to the ground. He was down and out.

That’s what happened to R. Chiya bar Ashi. He
had nisyonos every day. And he regularly davened
tor siyata d’Shmaya to save him from the yerzer
hara. These prayers enabled him to overcome
temptation his whole life.

And then, one day, the yerzer hara was
confronting him, and he assumed that today, too,
he would have the same siyata d’Shmaya he was
used to receiving. And what happened? It was a

1 Tehillim 37.
2 Kiddushin 30b.
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disaster. The siyata d’Shmaya didn’t come!

And for good reason. Siyata d’Shmaya is only
against sin. But there was no aveirah here. It was
his wife. On the contrary, the siyata d’Shmaya
worked against him, because he was actually facing
the opportunity to do a mitzvah. After all, his wife
had commented, “It's been many years since he
separated himself me,” implying that she wasn’t so
happy about it. So instead of the siyata d’'Shmaya
coming to his rescue, it actually pushed him into it,

and he was unable to stand his ground.

;

A TOPI(

We have no idea how great was the love and
longing that the Jewish people had for the Shechinah
as they sat by the rivers of Bavel. They forgot
everything — the suffering, death and troubles —
because they were hurting from a lack of closeness to
Hashem. They experienced this pain more intensely

than all the physical torment.

Shir HaShirim offers a wondrous description of
the Jewish people’s relationship to Hashem at the
time of the Churban.

M YT ONNX Y OMNg paiT T
1277 7907 "MixIp SV XKN1 OURIW NN
— 'The voice of my Beloved is knocking
[and saying]: “Open for me, My sister, My
dear one, My dove, My perfect one, for My
head is full of dew, and my locks, the heavy
raindrops of night.!

Hashem came and “knocked” on our doors,
saying, “Open for me, My sister, My dear one, My
dove, My perfect one.” He wished to bestow upon

1 Shir HaShirim 2:5.
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Now we can understand what R. Akiva said in
the above-quoted Chazal. Someone intended to
eat pork, and ended up with lamb meat in his hand,
and thus got no help from Heaven to refrain from
eating it, since there was no actual aveirah there.
But he still needs atonement and forgiveness from
Hashem. It follows that someone who intended to
eat pork, and ended up with pork in his hand, in
which case he did get siyata d’Shmaya, and should
have overcome the temptation, he surely needs a

kapparah. o

True Longing

us an abundance of blessing. “My head is full of
dew, and my locks, the heavy raindrops of night” —
this means that when Hashem came to the Jewish
people, He was bearing rain, dew, and the other

worldly blessings.

Since we did not open for Him at that time,
there was an immediate result: “They beat me and
injured me.” The Jewish people was wounded all
over: the destruction of the first Beis HaMikdash,
the destruction of the second Beis HaMikdash, and
after that, innumerable destructions and tribulations

throughout all the generations.

The reaction of Klal Yisrael to all oppressors and
persecutors was always: D717 Ni12 DINN NYAV
I AT NZINY 19 1IN 70 OTIT DX YN OX —
“I adjure you, daughters of Yerushalayim: If you
find my Beloved, what will you tell Him? That I am
lovesick!™

This was always our impassioned outcry.

We don’t ask them to tell Hashem about all

2 Ibid . 8.



our troubles and trials. To us, all this pales in
comparison, because “I am lovesick.” The worst of
it all is that the Shechinah is no longer with us. This

is what pains us.

YWD 1RV NX ONWP3A - “I sought the

One my soul loves.™

The callous reaction of the nations of the world
to our plight in Galus was:

TTIT 9 MK DWI AT T 727 N
Ty 1WHPan - Where did your Beloved
go, you most beautiful of women? To
where did your Beloved turn? We will
seek Him out with you.*

Rashi explains that they are not really expressing
sympathy; on the contrary, they are rubbing it in
and trying to make us feel worse. They are saying:
Why did Hashem go away and leave you as an
abandoned widow?

The nations of the world make it seem as if
they are coming to “help” us. “Oh, are you in need
of something? We will help you search for your
beloved G-d. In fact, we will help you out in various
ways. After all, your G-d is no longer with you. He
left you. So we will grant you a state, a government,

great wealth, and everything good.”

The Jewish people replies:

MW 9y 07377 X - [ am to my

Beloved, and His desire is for me.5

We say back to them: We are staying right here
in our place, waiting for “my Beloved,” for Hashem,
because “His desire is for me.” We know clearly
that however much we may be lovesick for Him,
He longs for us even more — because He is here in

our Galus along with us!

3 Ibid., 3:1.
4 Shir HaShirim 6:1.
5 Ibid., 7:11.
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“Galus” means that a person is expelled from
his place. However, what about an infant a few
months old, carried about in his mother’s arms?
When the mother is exiled from her home with
the infant and wanders from place to place, she is
in a state of galus. But it is not galus for the infant.
It doesn’t matter to him where he is. He always
has a good feeling, as long as he is together with
his mother, although the external conditions

might be harsh.

And we feel the same way toward Hashem.
However terrible and torturous Galus is on a
physical level, it doesn’t truly matter to us, because
our true place is only, “I am to my Beloved, and
His desire is for me.” We can live through Galus
knowing that Hashem, too, is in Galus together
with us. We don’t need the nations to tell us,
“Where did your Beloved go?” We have patience.
We will wait here until He returns, with us, when
the Mashiach comes. And until then, we are not
looking for replacements.

Suffering that comes straight from the hand
of Hashem is something only the Jewish people

experience.

The way of the world is that a person will give
a corrective “slap” only to his own child or zalmid.
Similarly, Hashem never gave the nations of the
world the privilege of receiving a “slap” from Him.
Only we, His children, have merited such a thing.
Throughout all the generations, we have gotten
hefty “slaps” from Hakadosh Baruch Hu. This was
a punishment of dimensions that only Hashem can
mete out. We can’t even picture how terrible was
the suffering that our people underwent over the
course of the generations.

Yet, this is still the lesser pain that we went
through, compared to the greater pain: our longing
for Hakadosh Baruch Hu!

We are ill, we are broken and crushed, because

we long so much for the Shechinah HaKedoshab,
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for the heartfelt joy we experienced in Beis
HaMikdash, for the wondrous feeling that a Jew
has when he offers a korban to Hashem, a korban
that ascends pleasingly before Him, as it Hashem
smelled its pleasing scent. Thus we sit and wait for

Hashem, filled with a fierce longing for Him.
But it goes deeper than this.

We have a pain even greater than our pangs of
longing for Hashem: we share in the pain of the
Shechinah, the pain that Hashem feels due to His
fierce longing for us, for His children suffering in

Galus.
Yosef Hatzaddik shows how powerful such a

feeling can be. When his brother Binyamin came
down to Egypt and appeared before him, what
happened to the mighty Yosef who conquered his
yetzer at all times? He broke down and cried. He
was no longer able to bear the longing he felt for

his younger brother.

Yet, what happened when Yosef went to meet
Yaakov, his beloved father and revered teacher, after
twenty-two years of forced separation, after being
tossed in a pit and sold into tumas Mitzrayim?

Certainly he wished to rush into his arms!
It says:

PHX X — Yosef showed himself to

him.

Yosef knew that however strongly he longed for
his father, his father’s longing for him, to see him,
was many times greater. So he put his own feelings
aside, and when they met, he gave his father Yaakov
the opportunity to see him first.

It is the same with us. Indeed, the pain of our

6 Bereishis 56:29, Rashi ad loc.
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longing for Hakadosh Baruch Hu is so great that
it overshadows all the suffering of Galus. But we
have a pain even greater than this: we share in the
pain that Hashem feels due to His longing for the
Jewish people. This is the terrible pain of Galus
Hashechinah.

Even if our hearts are closed and we don’t sense
the pain that our neshamabh feels over this matter,

we should know that deep inside, we share fully in

the pain of the Shechinah.

We have been immersed in this great pain for
so many years. Yet, Hashem has promised us that
our joy at the time of the future Ge'nlah will be

accordingly greater:

Y7 APXT DAY UMY NI unnw
— Gladden us according to the days You
afflicted us, the years in which we have

seen evil.’

The wondrous joy of ruach hakodesh that the
Jewish people experienced back in the time of
Beis HaMikdash has been missing for all these
two thousand years of Galus. However, we
should know that this joy is not lost. Hashem
takes every moment of joy and puts it in His
treasure house, and when Muashiach comes,
He will bestow this joy upon us intensely. We
will be granted all those moments of simchah,
of deveikus with the Shechinah, that the Jewish
people saved up during the two thousand years

of our Galus.

In one moment, all these wondrous treasure
houses will open up before us, and we will once
again merit closeness with Hakadosh Baruch Hu,

in joy and happiness that will never cease.

7 Tehillim 90:15.
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CHAYEINH ANNUAL EVENT

FOR WOMEN AND POST HIGH-SCHOOL GIRLS
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EXPLORING THE CHALLENGES OF TODAY,
REVEALING HOPE FOR TOMORROW

( WAN ENLIGHTENING PANEL \
Mrs. Sori Rebbetzin Mrs. Chevy
Schechter Suri Gibber Klein

PLUS
< Teaming Up Moderator Presentation
TFind Ot
ABOUT THE
i * | TEAMING UP
WEDNESDAY 8:00 PM ATERES PROGRAM!

JULY 15 Doors Open R e A
- 500 Summer Ave,

]-N n 1 $10 Admission Lakewood NJ COMPLETING YEAR 4!

: .:I OUT-OF-TOWN HOOKUP AVAILABLE

FOR DETAILS: 605.801.1117 OPT 2-1-2 OR TU@CHAYEINUOFFICE.ORG

P: 605.801.1117 - F: 732.807.7715 - E: tu@chayeinuoffice.org - M: 49 Pennsylvania Avenue, Jackson, NJ 08527
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