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True Kana’us

2 YN MHRN NR YN 1097 IR 12 YIR 12 ONY9
2RI’ 112 PR "1YP) KDY DIINI NRIP NR IRIPI ORIY

(®,n2) 2NRIP2
a1 019 12 DIVRIN R)MR D1aN D0avn »av thy)

203W ROV M NI ITIAYY DY MR AR DYV
("®7) 7INR INR TONN NN R 9 HRIVM

Rashi brings the Medrash that the shevatim were n1an
Pinchas by saying that he was a descendant of Yisro,
who was a 1”9 3. Why would his yichus make a
difference? Pinchas was acting according to the
halachah of ya Dy)a DRIp NIR HAN.

The Be’er Yosef explains that the halachah of DRp
12 ©YNA is not simple. 17T Ip’YN, someone who is H»a
NIR is not NN N 2N. There is no chiyuv to kill him, but
if someone is a kanai, he could kill him. The Be’er Yosef
explains that the main issue is the chillul Hashem. When
someone is R'ONI91 MYNIR Y3, it creates a terrible
chillul Hashem and a kanai, whose ahavas Hashem
burns within him, cannot be expected to be able to sovel
it. The Torah understands that a kanai cannot handle
such a disgrace to kevod Shamayim and therefore he is
allowed to kill him.

The Be’er Yosef explains that this is what the shevatim
were saying to Pinchas: How could it be that you are a
real kanai — that you care so deeply about kevod
Shamayim — if you come from n91 nmay »121y yourself?
What a father does has an influence on his descendants,
and therefore, you have a connection to avodah zarah
and it can’t be that you are a true kanai who really cares
so much about kevod Shamayim that you can’t handle
chillul Hashem. Therefore, the Torah makes a point to
meyaches Pinchas after Aharon HaKohein to show that
Pinchas was completely pure and was on the level of
kedushah to be a true kanai.

The Be’er Yosef adds that this is why, when it came to
Milchemes Midyan, Pinchas was sent. The purpose of

nekamah for the terrible chillul Hashem that the bnos
Midyan caused. Pinchas, who demonstrated with his act
of 12 YNna oRi1p that he is a true kanai who cannot
sovel chillul Hashem, was chosen to lead this milchamah
of kana’us to be mekadesh Sheim Shamayim.

At every bris milah, Eliyahu HaNavi comes, and the
mohel says, “Eliyahu Malach Habris, harei shelcha
I'fanecha” Chazal tell us that someone who is Y2
NIR is as if he is moshech orlaso — who removes his
bris. The bris milah is a sign of kedushas Yisrael, and it is
Eliyahu HaNavi — who Chazal say is Pinchas ben Elazar
HaKohein — who is the true kanai who takes
responsibility to ensure the nynxa of kedushas Yisrael.

What We Really Feel

"2 5PN MHRN NR YD 1050 1IN 12 YHR 12 ONY
28797 222 NR MY5I NDY DIIND MRIP NR IRIPD KRIY
(®2,n3) NRIP2

99127 117’ RYY AT DMIRIAY 7 DI 1YY MNP NVYY
:DY9YN MNN NR WA DT DYVWIAL NN RY TOR Y
(11Ma0)

The Seforno explains that it wasn’t solely the maaseh
kana’us of Pinchas that saved Klal Yisrael; it was the fact
that he did it publicly, and no one stood up to stop him.

Rav Elya Svei (Ruach Eliyahu) points out that a similar
idea occurred by the Maaseh Eigel, when Shevet Levi,
with the cry of Mi laHashem Elai, stood up against Klal
Yisrael, killing 3,000 people. The Meshech Chochmah (Ki
Sisa) points out that Shevet Levi was a very small part of
Klal Yisrael, and the rest of Klal Yisrael could have easily
stopped them. The reason they didn’t is because they
realized that Shevet Levi was in the right and that they
deserved the punishment. Therefore, they willingly
allowed Shevet Levi to kill them as a kapparah.

The Meshech Chochmah adds that this was necessary
for the purity of Mesoras HaTorah. Our Mesorah is
based on Maamad Har Sinai, but the fact that Klal Yisrael

Milchemes Midyan was to be 'n nXip Ripn, to wrkpoH NN MaT



was nichshal in the Chet Haegel right afterwards would
weaken everything. But since Klal Yisrael showed, by
letting Shevet Levi fight against them, that they
understood it was wrong, that solidified the emunah in
Har Sinai.

The same happened here. Zimri was nichshal and it
seemed that the entire klal was on his side, resulting in
a tremendous yeridah in kedushas Yisrael. But when
Pinchas did the kana’us and no one stopped him, Klal
Yisrael demonstrated that deep down, they were really
on Pinchas’s side, not Zimri's — and that was a
tremendous kapparah.

This is an important lesson. When people do chataim
and no one speaks up, it seems like they all agree. But
deep down, everyone knows that it’s wrong. When
someone does have the courage to speak up, it not only
stops the cheit — it helps everyone else realize where
they truly stand.

The Best Leader
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Rashi brings the Medrash that Hashem instructed
Moshe to take Yehoshua to fill his void because he has
the ability to be TRy TAR Y3 YW 1M 7010 990 — to deal
with each person as an individual, according to his
nature.

The Medrash (Tanchuma) writes that the reason why
Yehoshua was chosen to take over Moshe Rabbeinu,
instead of Moshe Rabbeinu’s own children, is because
Yehoshua was always learning by Moshe Rabbeinu — he
was a YnRN Pnn vy RY Y. We see from here that
what makes a person most qualified to be 117 33 750
TNRY TNR 93 YW isn’t being brought up in the home of a
leader, or having the right personality or interpersonal
skills. It's a talmid chacham who is areingetohn in
learning who is most qualified to lead Klal Yisrael and
not only teach Torah, but deal with each and every
individual’s issues.

Throughout the generations, the leaders of Klal Yisrael
have always been the greatest talmidei chachamim —
not because they are major orators or because they are
very charismatic, but because Torah itself makes a
talmid chacham able to be TR TNR Y3 YW 1M T30 o0,



Davening for Rav Yaakov

In the early 1980s, Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky, zt"l, the Rosh
Yeshiva of Yeshiva Torah Vodaath in Brooklyn, New York,
attack. His
recommended that he undergo an angiogram—a difficult

suffered an angina doctor strongly

and sometimes dangerous procedure for a man of his age.

At the time, Rav Yaakov's grandson, Reb Zvi Kamenetsky,
was a student at the Ponovezh Yeshiva in Bnei Brak. In
addition to his own tefillos on behalf of his grandfather, he
immediately decided to approach his Rosh Yeshiva, Rav
Eliezer Menachem Shach, zt"l, to pray for Rav Yaakov’s
welfare.

Reb Zvi knew he had to present Rav Shach with his
grandfather's name, Yaakov, and the name of Rav Yaakov's
mother. That was no easy feat, for he had no clue what her
name was. Moreover, at the time of the attack, Rav Yaakov
was over ninety years old and in excellent health; Zvi could
not recall a single time he had ever mentioned his
grandfather's name in a Mi Shebairach for the sick.

Embarrassed to approach Rav Shach without his mother's
name, he went on a search through Bnei Brak, attempting
to contact anyone who might know it. He visited the
homes of second cousins and other relatives, but no one
knew. Finally, a nephew of Rav Yaakov who lived in Bnei
Brak told him that his mother's name was Etka.

Armed with this information and an update on Rav
Yaakov's condition, Zvi went to the home of Rav Shach. Rav
Shach looked up from the gemara he was learning and
smiled at Reb Zvi. He knew Reb Zvi and his lineage well,
and after asking how he was feeling, he inquired about his
grandfather, Rav Yaakov.

]
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Reb Zvi turned white. “That is exactly why | came,” he
stammered.

Rav Shach’s face immediately filled with concern. As Zvi
began to explain, “You see, my grandfather is not well and
must undergo a procedure...” Rav Shach jumped up from
his chair.

“We must say a special tefillah for Yaakov ben Etka!” he
exclaimed.

Reb Zvi stood open-mouthed. “Rebbi,” he began meekly,
“for the last twelve hours, | have been trying to figure out
my great-grandmother’s name in order to present it to the
Rosh Yeshiva. Now | see that you already know it! How is
that possible?”

Rav Shach explained, “Years ago, your grandfather visited
Eretz Yisroel. After meeting him, | asked him for his
mother’s name. | could not imagine a world without a
healthy Rav Yaakov, and there is not a single day that goes
by that | do not say a special tefillah for his welfare!”

American Tzedakah

An American bochur once asked Rav Chaim Ozer if he
should return to America during World War Il, or if it faced
the same danger as staying in Europe.

Rav Chaim Ozer replied that the American people would
not be taken over by the Nazis because they excel in the
mitzvah of tzedakah. And so it was; the Nazis could not
overcome the Americans.

Rav Shteinman’s Kiruv

A boy in Bnei Brak unfortunately left Yiddishkeit and
moved in with an irreligious cousin elsewhere in Israel. As
time went on, things grew worse, and he eventually



became engaged to a non-Jewish girl. His irreligious cousin
was deeply upset by this but was unable to convince him
to break off the engagement. He did, however, convince
him that since he was essentially cutting ties with the
Jewish people and his family, he should at least go home
and tell his parents his plans face-to-face.

The boy agreed and invited himself home for a Shabbos on
his own terms. Friday night was (nebach) spent smoking on
the porch, and Shabbos day found him on the porch once
again, using his phone.

On Shabbos afternoon, his father approached him and
invited him to join a shiur he was attending, given by Rav
Aharon Leib Shteinman, ztz"l. Surprisingly, the boy agreed
to go.

After the shiur, his father brought him over to Rav
Shteinman to say Gut Shabbos, and informed the gadol
that, unfortunately, his son was no longer shomer
Shabbos.

Rav Shteinman looked at the young man and asked, “How
long have you not been keeping Shabbos?”

The boy answered, “Two years.”

“And during that time, did you ever have a hirhur
teshuvah?”

“Yes, about four times.”
“And how long did the hirhur teshuvah last each time?”
“Approximately ten minutes.”

“Oh,” Rav Shteinman said, “so it comes out that for forty
minutes during the last two years, you were in the matzav
of b'makom she'baalei teshuvah omdim, ein tzaddikim
g'murim yecholim la'amod — and of that, | am jealous. Gut
Shabbos.”

The boy went home and eventually returned to his cousin’s
house, but Rav Shteinman's words left him no peace. The
engagement was broken, and from there, his life turned
around. Today, B"H, he is a shomer Torah u'mitzvos.

When people later asked what had made him agree to go
to the shiur in the first place — when he was openly
smoking and using his iPhone on Shabbos, rach"l — he
replied with a story from his childhood.

When he was in kitah daled in cheder, his class went to be
tested by Rav Aharon Leib Shteinman. The rebbi had
requested an easy farher, and the boys were asked very
simple questions. Each boy, upon successfully answering a
guestion, received a candy from Rav Aharon Leib.

When this boy's turn came, however, he did not know the
answer. Rav Aharon Leib kindly asked him an easier
question, but again, he did not know. The gadol then asked
him an even simpler question, which he still could not
answer. When the farher was over, every boy in the class
had received a candy except for him.

As the class was respectfully filing out, Rav Aharon Leib
motioned for him to come over. He looked at the boy and
said, “In Torah and Yiddishkeit, we reward for effort, not
results. All the other boys put in the effort for one
question, so | gave them one candy. You put in the effort
for three questions, so you are getting three candies.”

With a warm smile, he handed him three candies. And that
was why, years later, when his father invited him to go to
that Rav's shiur, he could not refuse to go.

Rav Yisroel Salanter's Dying Day

When Rav Yisroel Salanter, the founder of the Mussar
movement, passed away, he was in Koenigsberg, Germany.



He had a very simple caregiver who was attending to him
in his final days.

On the day he passed away, the two of them were alone
together in the room. Rav Yisroel began speaking to the
man about the common fear people have of being alone
with a deceased person. He explained that this was a
baseless fear, as a dead body cannot cause any harm to
anyone. Later that day, Rav Yisroel passed away.

Rav Yisroel had realized his end was near. Presumably, his
mind was filled with lofty thoughts of teshuvah and Olam
Haba. Yet, even at that ultimate threshold, he remained
sensitive to the feelings of the man who was helping him,
taking the time to ensure his companion would not be
afraid when he was gone.

Leading by the Hand

Rav Moshe Feinstein was known as one of the kindest and
humblest of people. Every day, men, women, and children
would come to him for help, advice, comfort, blessings, or
to ask him difficult Torah questions. Even though every
second of his time was precious, he always made everyone
feel important.

Once, a boy was sent to the Mesivta to deliver something
to Rv Moshe’s son, Rav Dovid Feinstein. The boy had never
been in the building before and did not know his way
around. As he stood in the hall wondering where to go, a
small man with a white beard approached him and asked
if he needed help.

The boy explained that he was looking for Rav Dovid. The
old man took his hand and said, “Come with me.”

Together, the two walked into the Bais Medrash, right up
to Rav Dovid’s seat, and the man said, “This is Rav Dovid.
A good day to you.”

Rav Dovid smiled at the boy. “You just had a very great
honor,” he said. “It was my father who led you by the
hand.”

The False Liberation

On Friday, April 27, 1945, a strange event took place, which
was afterward referred to as the “false liberation.” When
the train stopped in a small village, some SS officers burst
into the railcars and announced, “You are free!”

Many of the prisoners believed the announcement and
hurriedly got off the train, running in every direction to
look for food and other necessities. The Klausenberger
Rebbe, however, immediately turned to the people around
him and asked, “Today is Erev Shabbos — where will we
go?” In the same breath, he whispered, “My heart tells me
that not everything here is as it should be.” He suggested
that everyone remain in the cars for the moment. Only
some of the men took his advice.

Suddenly and without warning, SS troops on bicycles
appeared from all directions, machine guns in hand, firing
everywhere and killing hundreds. At the same time,
American airplanes began dropping bombs on the area,
killing many innocent people. Only the Rebbe and those
who stayed with him on the train for the sake of Shabbos
remained alive and uninjured.

Then, it was quiet. The shooting stopped. Darkness fell,
and Shabbos arrived. The men in the railcars were stunned
by the day’s events, bewildered and confused. Only the
Rebbe was able to think clearly. He had one concern, and
one concern only, at that moment: how could he fulfill the
mitzvah of eating the Shabbos meals?

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com.

Details of stories have not been confirmed.
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RAV|SHMUEL BERENBAUM - P3rt 3

(1921-2008)

In the middle of a meeting addressing a most pressing
communal matter, Rav Shmuel once suddenly interjected
with a sigh, “Oy, a gevaldige problem.” Everyone present,
assuming he was referring to the issue under discussion,
nodded gravely in agreement. But as became clear
moments later, Rav Shmuel’s mind was focused on
something entirely different — understanding a Minchas
Chinuch regarding the inyan of a stolen sukkah. To him,
that was what qualified as a truly “gevaldige” problem —
far more compelling than any communal crisis.

Rav Shmuel was once troubled by a particular sevara in
Avi Ezri, Rav Shach’s sefer on the Rambam. When he later
traveled to Eretz Yisroel, he saw it as a perfect opportunity
to finally present his question directly to Rav Shach. The
moment the plane landed, the most urgent task in his
mind was clarifying this point, so before even heading to
his lodgings, he made his way straight to Yeshivas
Ponevezh. He arrived at Rav Shach’s apartment, quickly
dispensed with pleasantries, and launched into his
question. After a spirited back-and-forth, he eventually
took his leave — content that his most pressing concern
had been addressed.

A group of askonim who felt they had caused Rav Shach
deep anguish felt that only Rav Shmuel could properly
explain their true intentions, and he agreed to call Rav
Shach in their presence later that week. Seated around
the table, they listened tensely as Rav Shmuel called Rav
Shach — only to become fully absorbed in a spirited
discussion about a difficult Rashbam in Bava Basra,
completely forgetting the purpose of their visit until he
abruptly ended the call, leaving the askonim stunned.
Realizing their bewilderment, Rav Shmuel smiled and

apologized, explaining that once he had Rav Shach on the
line, he could not hold back his burning kasha, and he was
so absorbed, he simply forgot why he had called — so he
would now have to call Rav Shach back. It was a lesson
those in the room would never forget.

On a trip to Eretz Yisrael, Rav Shmuel visited Rav Shmuel
Rozovsky, who was unwell. When the Rebbetzin
apologized that her husband wasn’t up to guests and
asked if it was an emergency, Rav Shmuel assured her it
was of utmost importance. She brought him in, and Rav
Shmuel immediately presented a question on a svara he
had heard from Rav Rozovsky but could not grasp. After a
brief discussion clarified the matter, he wished the Rosh
Yeshiva well and headed out. Astonished, the Rebbetzin
asked, “But what was the emergency?” Rav Shmuel
answered simply, “Not understanding a sugya isn’t an
emergency?”

During a fierce NY blizzard, when travel was nearly
impossible, Rav Shmuel was distraught at being stuck at
home and unable to reach yeshiva. Then he remembered
that Hatzalah ambulances could drive even in heavy
snow. He called, confirmed there were no urgent
emergencies, and respectfully requested a ride to
yeshiva. To him, missing seder was the true emergency.

Once, a burning smell drifted into the Mir beis medrash
during seder, and some alarmed bochurim rushed out,
fearing a fire. Seeing Rav Shmuel sitting calmly, a talmid
approached to warn him. Recognizing there was no real
danger, Rav Shmuel sharply replied, “You think it’s
dangerous to stay in the beis medrash — but it’s far more
dangerous to leave.”



Our Gedolim

For years, Rav Shmuel gave a monthly shiur at the kollel
of his close talmid, R” Avraham Yeshaya Savitz. After one
shiur, R’ Savitz noticed he looked very pale and asked if
everything was alright. Rav Shmuel casually explained
that the doctor suspected he had pneumonia. “So why
did the Rosh Yeshiva come?” R’ Savitz asked anxiously.
Smiling, Rav Shmuel replied, “Because not coming would
have been harder for me than coming.”

Torah was his sole passion — and he believed it must be
learned with passion. If his shiur lacked energy, he would
stop and push the talmidim to challenge him. He often
cited Tosafos in Shabbos: If Klal Yisrael had already
embraced Torah with na’aseh v’nishma, why did they
need to be forced at Sinai? Tosafos explains that the
overwhelming fire caused them to pull back, making
their acceptance incomplete until Purim, when they
willingly reaffirmed it. Rav Shmuel would ask: “So why
didn’t Hashem give the Torah without the eish gedolah,
leaving their acceptance unquestioned?” He would then
answer with his unforgettable line: “Torah without fire
— is no Torah!”

And fire there was. While visiting Bnei Brak, he stopped
at the home of Rav Michel Feinstein, the Brisker Rav’s
son-in-law and a fellow Mirrer. Though Rav Michel was
already in his 90s, a fiery argument quickly erupted.
Voices rose and emotions soared, and the family,
watching in astonishment, remarked that they hadn’t
seen Rav Michel so alive in learning in years.

A similar scene occurred at a chasunah — and this one
was caught on video. Sitting beside Rav Leib Bakst, the
Detroit Rosh Yeshiva and fellow Alter Mirrer, the main
course had just been served when Rav Bakst suggested
an answer to a question of the She’ar HaMishpat in the
sugya of migo. Rav Shmuel sharply disagreed, and within
moments a full-fledged battle in learning erupted. Voices

rose, hands flew. Guests stopped eating, captivated by
two giants fighting for Torah truth. Rav Shmuel would
often say, “Why else go to a chasunah if not to speak in
learning with the talmidei chachomim there?”

At any event, he sought out those eager to learn. Though
often seated among prominent rabbonim, the
conversation didn’t always reach the level he craved.
Once, he simply walked over to a talmid at another table,
pulled up a chair, and said, “You’ll have to excuse me —
but nobody at my table seems interested in learning, so
| came to you.”

Rav Yerucham Olshin once met Rav Shmuel Berenbaum
at the airport as they were about to board a flight to the
Midwest. Happy to discover they were on the same
plane, Rav Shmuel immediately launched into a shtickel
Torah — continuing animatedly through the final
boarding call, ticket scanning, and down the jetway.
Seated together, Rav Yerucham expected a brief pause
during taxi and takeoff, but Rav Shmuel never slowed; it
was simply another beis midrash. The give-and-take
carried straight through the flight and even after landing,
until Rav Yerucham finally had to excuse himself when
his ride arrived.

Rav Shmuel measured everything by how it served his
learning; anything outside Torah held no interest. Once,
during a stopover in San Francisco, a cardiologist
accompanying him excitedly pointed out the famous
Golden Gate Bridge. Rav Shmuel squinted, unsure what
he was supposed to notice. Even after it was described
to him, he remained unfazed. Physical grandeur simply
did not register — only spiritual greatness mattered to
him.

To be continued...

Reprinted with permission from “The Weekly Vort”
by E. Kaplan



Answers

ONYa nvia

. List three sets of brothers, mentioned in this week’s nwn9, that died
prematurely. (Submitted by M. Kagan)

. Which 'n ow is hinted to 65 times in this week’s nw19?*

. What in this week’s nw19 has a connection to 1N Iy Nyaw? 2

. How did the destruction of 0y10 indirectly cause ©n»s to get the Nnnno?
. Which of the apy> »)2 had the most descendants in this week’s nv19?

. What connection does this week’s nw19 have with the fourth day of
creation?

. Whose future position was announced in this week’s nw9?
a. List two places where his position was previously hinted in the nmn.?

. lam the name of a king,

| am also a description of 'n,

If you move one dot, | become the name of a place.
| am mentioned in this week's nw99.

Who am I? (Submitted by A. Wealcatch)

. One of my parents was counted but not mentioned,

My oldest brother and |, were born from the first marriage,
My youngest brother was born from the second marriage,
With our names a ©) did happen,

A vy identical to one by »b 91 THYN.

| am mentioned in this week’s nwMo.

Who am I?

Need a Hint?
! When counting YN 995
% One of the five tragedies is connected to the nwno

® Once in nywa and once in TNoyMm

10




Answers

YPANY 2T, PINY Y, DPIANY 10T

7>. The families of YN w> 555 were called 1191 »9510 >93nN. w3 explains that 'n put his
name at the beginning and end to give M1y on their ©y.

The N - from N2 9wy Nyav and on, the N was no longer brought.

1) If ©y70 hadn’t been destroyed, then anm wouldn’t have been born.

2) If anm wouldn’t have been born then oy>a wouldn’t have been hired.

3) If oyba wouldn’t have been hired then he would never had advised the o1 to be
3 with the Yidden.

4) If they wouldn’t have been My then onys would not have killed »03.

901 — NN 09X combined was 85,200 people while N1 is only76,500. (Note: This
is a new development. By the counting in 92712 N9 — NN had more descendants
than nwim o»ax combined.)

On wnin wXA it says 'nY nxvN. The wa 11 explains that 'n says “bring a Y29 for me
because | minimized the M25.”

i

a. (YY) YU MINA DWW - T,V Nova
(7 1y) DNDD YN TN NN - NN TNOYNa

| am the name of a king, - of 1

| am also a description of 'n, - NI NN

If you move one dot, | become the name of a place. - 718 the country of 0N
| am mentioned in this week's nwHa.

Who am I? - N the father of »at>
Next week.....

Last week’s Riddle:

My two brothers were killed, - 9an was killed purposely by yp
One accidently, one on purpose, - Y was killed accidently by 715
My birth was a comfort to my parents, - (N9,7) INN 12 DOPONOY Y D

| was one of the ten, - generations to bN7aN

I am mentioned in this week’s nvA9.
Who am I? -nv

NOMN 12 3709 ,NND YN 12 PRD PYY NTHIR NDY NI
9133090 TOION 12 TIT PNYY N7V APY TIT N2 N2 N2 ,97F DNIAN 12 DINY I7YD
For questions, comments, or to subscribe, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MMNY NMN 9O
Sponsorships Available

11
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Pischei Parsha — Pinchas

RIDDLES

The Torah stresses that when Pinchas saw Zimri take a woman from Midyan, he, “got up” to go get a
spear.' What halacha do we learn from this extra phrase?

Pinchas was sitting among the Sanhedrin, judging those who had worshipped Baal Pe’or, and had to get up
and leave to get a spear, because you can’t bring a weapon into the beis medrash,? unless necessary for
security reasons.’

With which mitzvah do we show our appreciation to Pinchas for saving Bnei Yisrael?

Every time we slaughter a kosher species of beheima, we give a kohein certain parts of it. We give him a
part of the animal’s “hand” (front leg), recalling that Pinchas took a spear in his hand; we give him a part of
the animal’'s mouth, recalling that Pinchas davened for Bnei Yisrael; we give him the animal’s stomach,

recalling that Pinchas’s spear entered Kozbi’s stomach.*

Name 2 places in Parshas Pinchas where the Sefer Torah has an unusual “break” in the middle of
something.
e The Ie6tter +in, 7w mManR,” is intentionally -eut in half,” with a thin, horizontal line breaking its
stem.
When introducing the counting of Bnei Yisrael, the pasuk begins, Yayehi acharei hamageifah,” 4
occurred after the plague,” at which point a pesucha — a large gap of blank space — is inserted mid-
sentence, which spans until the end of that line, with the pasuk resuming on the next line.’

Hashem rewarded Pinchas by making him a kohein. Wasn’t he already the grandson of Aharon
HaKohein, and thus a kohein as well?

Aharon and his sons became Kohanim, and their future descendants would be born into this status. Their
descendants who were already alive at that time, such as Pinchas, were not given this status. Later, Hashem
gave this status to Pinchas independently.®

Parsghas Pinchas lists the names of fifty-seven families of Bnei Yisrael. Can you find your family on the
list?

Although your family’s current last name is not on the list, if you are descended from Jewish lineage then one
of the families mentioned in the parshah is your family—we just aren’t sure which one.

How can your fingers prevent you from being negatively influenced by people around you?

The family of -Etzbon,” from Shevet Gad, is called by the name -Ozni” in Parshas Pinchas."® Previously, while
camping near Korach'’s followers from Shevet Reuvein, and next to the evil Zimri from Shevet Shimon, this
family placed their -etzbaos” (fingers) in their ears to avoid hearing the negative speech of their neighbors
(which is why Hashem made fingers pointy''), earning them the name -Etzbon.” Now that those reshaim had
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died, this family could finally open their -eznayim” (ears) to listen to positive speech, earning them the new
name -Ozni.”"?

Name 2 people mentioned in Parshas Pinchas who went up to Shamayim alive.
e Chazal say that Pinchas was the same person as Eliyahu HaNavi'®, who went up to Shamayim alive™.
e Serach bas Asher went up to Shamayim alive, in reward for telling Yaakov that Yosef was still alive.'

How many women are mentioned in Parshas Pinchas who received a portion in Eretz Yisrael?
e B’nos Tzlafchad'®
e Serach was Asher’s stepdaughter, born to Asher’s wife in her previous marriage."” Serach had no
biological brothers, and inherited her father’s portion.'®

To whom did Moshe give semicha?
e Yehoshua."
e The 70 Zekeinim.*

The semicha that Moshe gave to Yehoshua and the Zekeinim was passed down for many generations,
but was eventually discontinued. The Rambam writes that it seems that if all of the chachamim in Eretz
Yisrael agree to appoint certain people as dayanim and to confer upon them this original type of
semicha, they could “restart” the semicha-chain.?! Bring a support to his opinion, from the words of
shemoneh esrei.

Hashem promises, -¥’ashiva shoftayich karishona...,” +will return the Sanhedrin,”* which we echo in our
request, -Hashiva shofteinu k’varishona.” Since members of the Sanhedrin must bear the original type of
semicha, it must be possible for it to be restarted. This will undoubtedly occur in the days preceding
Mashiach’s arrival, when Hashem will guide us to have an increased desire for closeness to Him and His
Torah, and grant us increased wisdom.?

JUST CURIOUS

Pinchas walked through the “neighborhood” of Shevet Shimon, holding a spear, on his way to kill their
nasi. Why didn’t anyone stop him?
He removed the pointy tip, hid it in his clothes, and pretended he was carrying a walking stick.?*

After Midyan caused Bnei Yisrael to do aveiros, Hashem told Moshe to attack them, and destroy their
trees.” Doesn’t that violate the prohibition of bal tashchis??® Wouldn't it be a greater revenge to take
their property and use it, instead of wasting it?

These acts of destruction would arouse in Bnei Yisrael emotional hatred towards Midyan for making them do
aveirog, which was the only way to replace our prior emotional attachment to avodah zara and the women of
Moav.
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When the Sanhedrin existed, how did one give someone semicha?
Someone with semicha would call the person -Rebbe,” and give him permission to rule regarding even dinei
k’nasos (set penalties which are not directly related to the cost of inflicted damage). Although Moshe was told

to place his hands on Yehoshua’s head when giving him semicha,?® this was not necessary in later
generations.?

On every yom tov, we lain the pesukim which describe that day’s korban mussaf as the maftir. Why
don’t we do this every Shabbos, and lain the pesukim which describe the korban mussaf of
Shabbos?*
The description of the korban mussaf of Shabbos spans only 2 pesukim. We never lain 2 pesukim
alone,*' and we can’t add the surrounding pesukim because they are not relevant to Shabbos.
If we did, we would have to /ain a haftarah related to Shabbos every week, since the haftarah must be
connected to the maftir.
It is only regarding korbanos which bring kaparah, such as those of yom tov, which we lain as maftir, in
order to achieve their kaparah; the korbanos of Shabbos are not brought for kaparah.*
Regarding the korbanos of yom tov, it says, -Eileh moadei Hashem, asher tikriu osam b’moadam,”?

indicatinsg that we should read” (tikriu) about them from the Sefer Torah, but Shabbos isn’t called a
-rmoed.”

IN YOUR OPINION

Name a time when you exercised the middah of gevurah, doing the right thing even though it was
uncomfortable or awkward. What were the results? (You may need to avoid names.)

The Torah stresses that Pinchas’s decision to stand up for Hashem involved overcoming the discomfort of
killing an important nasi and the daughter of a powerful leader of Midyan, aware that the tens of thousands of
members of Shevet Shimon would possibly hate him afterwards.* This ability to overcome fear saved the
entire Bnei Yisrael, and is a middah that we should work on.*®

Describe a time when you saw someone being very careful regarding the property or money of

someone else.

In Parshas Behaaloscha, when those who were t‘'mei meis wanted to bring the Korban Pesach, they simply
approached Moshe and Aharon, inquiring regarding the halacha,®” because they were the only ones who
would be affected. However, when the B’nos Tzlafchad asked for a portion in Eretz Yisrael, they convened a

session with Moshe, Elazar, the nesiim, and representatives of the {zibbur, because their request for an
ancestoral plot had financial ramifications for others.*®
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Yossi Ross

A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIVl

The illustrious family who founded Meah Shearim —
continued.

When the three brothers, Reb Asher Lemel, Reb
Nachum, and Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib, came to
Yerushalayim, a whole new world opened up for them.
It was a radiant world; a world of happiness and
simchah! Not that their gashmiyusdig state was
anything to be envious about. Their material situation,
as well as the physical situation for the rest of the
Yidden of Yerushalayim, left much to be desired. The
source of their happiness was really in their attitude.
They had four walls in Yerushalayim Ir Hakodesh to
protect them from the winds! They had a roof to
protect them from the rain — at least part of the roof
protected them from the rain. There was enough
space in their huge apartments to spread out straw for
every member of their families to sleep on, and to
STILL have a spot in the middle of the room for a table
to sit down at and be osek in Toras Eretz Yisrael! How
could you even imagine a bigger apartment than that!

There was a certain feeling in the air when they put
up that first mezuzah. After all, when you rent an
apartment, you usually have to wait thirty days (given
certain circumstances) since until then you cannot be
sure it is going to be a permanent dwelling. But in
Yerushalayim, by the first night, already you know that
it's permanent! You know that when you are
surrounded by the avir Eretz Yisrael that this is home.

The three brothers undertook different projects. Reb
Asher Lemel, who had been the Rav of Galine, became
a member of the bais din of Yerushalayim. He would
eventually become the rosh bais din la’adas
ha’Ashkenazis. Reb Nachum, however, completely
separated himself from the ol hatzibbur. He joined a
kevutzah of mekubalim and rose to great heights in

limud haKabbalah as well as in other areas of limud

haTorah. His younger brother, Reb Yaakov Yehuda
Leib, who was a great tzaddik and talmid chacham in
his own right, made sure that Reb Nachum wouldn’t
be left alone.

The public began to hear about Reb Nachum’s
greatness, and they wanted to listen to his Torah. Reb
Yaakov Yehuda Leib would set up benches and chairs
in the room where Reb Nachum learned, and just as
Reb Nachum began saying shiur to his chavrusah, Reb
Yaakov Yehuda Leib would open the door, and fifty or
sixty people would file in. Reb Nachum didn’t really
mind, as long as it wasn’t an official position. Teaching
Torah is the greatest madreigah in learning Torah,
especially if you’re not getting paid for it.

When Reb Nachum’s son, Zalmen, grew up in Eretz
Yisrael, it was before the advent of falafel and
shawarma at the corner falafel stand. Zalmen grew up
175 years ago when people had to struggle for every
piece of bread. Living quarters were jammed together
with very little elboow room for the children to move
around.

Once, little Zalmen was in the room where his father
and uncles were sitting together enjoying each other’s
company. There was a happy atmosphere in the room.
As Zalmen looked on, a puzzled expression appeared
on Reb Asher Lemel’s face. He turned to his brothers
and asked, “Chazal teach us that Eretz Yisrael is one of
the three matanos that Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives Klal
Yisrael, which are unique in that they must come
don’t
understand that Chazal! Where are our yissurim?!

through a certain amount of yissurim. |

Eretz Yisrael is sheer ruchniyus and happiness!”

The three brothers looked at each other in confusion.
Where were their yissurim? None of them had an
immediate answer.
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Reb Asher Lemel continued, “I would like to suggest
that when Chazal say that yissurim and Eretz Yisrael go
hand in hand, they are referring to the yissurim
involved in giving up the luxury of chutz la'aretz, and
of course, the yissurim involved in moving. But once
you come here, if it’s truly lishmah, a person is zocheh
to an inner happiness that greatly overshadows any
minor discomfort — like having only half a roof over
your head. It’s all relative! Even the lack of a roof can
become minor if there is an overabundance of inner
happiness.”

The room was quiet while Reb Asher Lemel was

speaking, but afterwards, a pained expression
appeared on Reb Nachum’s face and he allowed his
inner emotions to pour forth. “I still feel yissurim
although | am here,” he said, his voice choking with
emotion. “Look around! We are in Eretz Yisrael, and
it's true, we do delight in the kedushas Eretz Yisrael.
But the fact is that this is still galus and churban. We
are surrounded by dangerous Arabs. Look how Klal
Yisrael suffers over here. There’s no place to live! | can
look away from my own minor discomfort because it’s
next to nothing compared to the happiness that | have
in learning, but what about the families that are being
raised over here? We have so little room to maneuver
ourselves between the giant wolves that control this

III

land

The younger brother, Reb Yaakov Yehuda Leib, was
very moved by Reb Nachum’s words, and he decided
that he had to do his share to make things better.
Although it would be painful for him to leave the
kedushah of Eretz Yisrael, he would travel back to
Poland and trek from town to town convincing as
many people as possible to come to Eretz Yisrael, and
he would insist that those who couldn’t physically
make the trip should at least donate what they could
to ease the mesirus nefesh of those who did come. The
arrangement that he set up was called Kollel Poland.

Another one who was greatly impressed by Reb
Nachum’s speech was his young son Zalmen. Zalmen
knew there had to be a solution, and he decided that

if anyone was going to break ground and do what it
took to set up a yishuv outside the walls of
Yerushalayim but still close enough to see the Holy City
and absorb from its kedushah, it would be him.

The Rav in Yerushalayim when Reb Zalmen was
growing up was the great gaon Rav Shmuel of Salant
zt”l. Rav Shmuel Salant was considered to be one of
the smartest Yidden who ever lived! He was a
tremendous pikei’‘ach who was able to guide the
people through the most difficult times. Rav Shmuel
Salant was also considered the venerable sage and
posek of that time. There are so many stories about
him; about his practicality, his chochmah, his
intelligence, and about his love and feeling for Klal
Yisrael that came out through his kedushas haTorah.
One well-known story is about the two desperate

mechutanim who once came running into his room.

“Rebbe! It is an hour before the wedding of our
A terrible thing has The
milkman’s wagon collided with the wagon which was

children! happened!
carrying a huge pot for the chasunah — a pot of meat!”
(which was very rare in those days), “and the milk
spilled into the meat! There doesn’t seem to be
shishim to be mevatel the milk! We have saved up for
this chasunah for endless weeks! There will be nothing
to eat!”

Rav Shmuel Salanter asked for an exact calculation of
how much meat and how much milk there was, and he
also calculated that there was far less than the
necessary “shishim,” sixty times the amount of meat,
that it would take to be mevatel the milk. But Rav
Shmuel Salanter did not despair. With no one realizing
what he was doing, he walked out the back door and
went over to Mechal the milkman. He sat down with
him and said, “Mechal, | want you to tell me the truth.
This will be kept in complete confidence. | will not tell
anyone.”

Mechal stammered, “W-what?? I-| have no secrets.
What is the Rebbe referring to?”

Rav Shmuel smiled and asked, “How much water do
you add to your milk?”
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Mechal turned red. Again, Rav Shmuel Salanter said,
will not publicize this, but Mechal, please tell me the
truth. It is very important. There are a lot of emotions
involved over here. There are two lives which perhaps
are on the line because this chasunah is very
important.”

And so, Mechal admitted the truth that his milk was
H20 fortified. He told Rav Shmuel Salant how much
water he adds to his milk. With that information in
hand, Rav Shmuel Salant was able to calculate that
there actually was shishim against the milk, and he
gave out his psak that the meat was muttar for the
chasunah.

The other rabbonim of Yerushalayim began to kvetch,
“What is the basis for this psak?”

Rav Shmuel Salanter did not discuss it with them. He
just said, “Trust me, it is muttar.” He was so respected
that the vast majority enjoyed the chasunah. There
was no shailah! If their Rav said it was muttar, then it
was muttar! It was only many months later that Reb
Mechal himself admitted the truth, and he added that,
“Rav Shmuel Salanter called me in afterwards and told
me, ‘Now Mechal, as for you, if people think that what
you are selling is milk, you have no right to add water
to it.” Rav Shmuel gave me a chance to correct it. My
milk is now pure milk, but I can tell you for a fact that
when he gave his psak, it was a correct psak.”

This story is very typical of Rav Shmuel of Salant. He
was willing to take the responsibility upon himself, let
everyone say that Rav Shmuel Salant made a mistake,
but he was not going to embarrass the milkman or the
mechutanim.

Another great story is told about the time when a man
came to Rav Shmuel Salanter and cried that his
neighbor was stealing eggs from him. His neighbor
“That’s a
neighborhood would erupt in machlokes. Rav Shmuel

said, liel” It seemed like the whole
Salant called over the man who claimed that his eggs
were being snatched by his next-door neighbor, and

said to him, “Just do as | tell you.”

The next day they found the real thief — a dead snake.
Rav Shmuel Salant had told him that one morning he
should exchange all the raw eggs for hard-boiled eggs.
That would definitely suffocate the snake. But it
wasn’t just the gashmiyusdig snake that Rav Shmuel
Salant strangled; it was the snake of lashon hara, and
the snake of machlokes, which destroy the well-being
of any civilized area of Klal Yisrael. That tongue was
tied shut through the greatness of Rav Shmuel of
Salant.

As we discussed, Reb Nachum was not an official Rosh
Yeshiva; it’s just that his house was full of chairs and
tables where people happened to come each day and
hear him say shiur. In terms of derech halimud, Reb
Nachum was very different than Rav Shmuel Salant.
Reb Nachum learned very slowly and deliberately. One
daf in many weeks was normal for Reb Nachum. Rav
Shmuel Salant, on the other hand, was the practical
person, he was the posek; he would cover a lot of
ground teaching hora’ah to his talmidim. Reb Nachum
never paskened on his own. He always directed shailos
to the official Rav of Yerushalayim. He once sent his
son Zalmen to ask Rav Shmuel Salanter a shailah.

When little Zalmen walked into Rav Shmuel Salanter’s
yeshiva, he saw that they were up to Daf 16 in
Maseches Bava Metzia. This seemed strange to him.
He knew for a fact that his father, Reb Nachum, started
Maseches Bava Metzia at the same time that Rav
Shmuel of Salant did, and his father was only up to Daf
3. Young Zalmen wondered, "How could Rav Shmuel
be up to Daf 16?" He mentioned this to one of the
talmidim and said, “You can’t be learning this properly
if you’re going that fast!”

Someone asked him, “You think you know it better
than we do because you’re only up to Daf 3?”

Zalmen couldn’t resist, and he presented several
difficulties that his father had talked about in the shiur
that morning. The talmidim of Rav Shmuel of Salant
began to ponder the questions amongst themselves.
They went to their Rebbe, and somehow, they didn’t
seem to come up with a conclusive answer. Little
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Zalmen then gave the answer that his father had given.
Rav Shmuel of Salant jumped up with a smile on his
face from ear to ear! He kissed the little boy! He said,
“Baruch Hashem! Klal Yisrael has such a promising
young star! You are able to understand your father’s
shiur at such a young age!” Still holding the young boy
and giving him all sorts of brachos, Rav Shmuel
escorted him to the door and asked him to come over
as much as he could!

Little Zalmen was full of joy! Why, he had done it! He
had stood up for the honor of his father! "He sure
showed them off! | can’t wait," he said to himself, "to
run home and tell my father!"

He ran home and he told his father, “Ta! You know
what happened?! | went to Rav Shmuel Salant! They
were up to Daf 16! | said, ‘You can’t go so fast!’ | told
them over your shiur from this morning! No one could
come up with the teirutzim that you did! When | told
it to them, they were all amazed! Rav Shmuel Salant
got up and walked me to the door! Can you imagine?!
Little me! Little Zalmen was walked to the door by the
gadol of Yerushalayim because | showed them!”

His father responded — by smacking Zalmen across
the face. “How dare you! Take personal pleasure in
Torah by saying that you’re smarter than someone
else. How can you come here with a smile on your face
saying that you stood up to a great gaon?! That’s your
derech eretz?! Is this what the Torah is teaching you?!
Now, you return at once to Rav Shmuel of Salant and
beg him mechilah! Be mekabel nezifah, as is proper for
someone who is disrespectful to a talmid chacham!”

Zalmen knew right away that there was no arguing
with his father. Although the finger marks of love were
still on his cheek, he turned around and ran with all of
his koach to Rav Shmuel of Salant’s house. According
to the laws of nezifah, which is a minor kind of
excommunication, he was not permitted to enter Rav
Shmuel of Salant’s house. Zalmen just sat down in
front of the door and took off his shoes with his head
down.

The talmidim came to Rav Shmuel of Salant, and they
said, “Little Zalmen is sitting outside with his shoes
off.”

Rav Shmuel of Salant figured out right away what had
happened. He ran out, lifted the child, and he said
warmly, “l am moichel you b’mechilah gemurah. There
is no kpeidah over here whatsoever. Tell your father, |
was mattir the cheirem!”

Zalmen later said, “My father taught me a very
important lesson. Arrogance has no place, not even
when it’s in the guise of standing up for the kavod of
your father.”

That smack of love clearly brought Reb Zalmen closer
to his father. Because the smack came out of complete
sincerity and love, the message came through. Not a
message of hate, but a message of direction, and a
message of guidance which led to appreciation. Little
Zalmen loved his father, and his father adored his son.

Baruch Hashem, nowadays it’s a lot easier to travel to
Eretz Yisrael. Hashem also always gives us great
rabbonim and gedolim. Let’s be uplifted thinking
about the great gifts that Hakadosh Baruch Hu gives
us, and how much He loves us.
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Flowers and Flower Pots Cont.

Is it permissible to place flowers in a vase with water on Shabbos?

If one wishes to keep flowers in water over Shabbos, the vase of water must be
prepared prior to Shabbos. If one filled the vase with water before Shabbos but
forgot to actually place the flowers inside, it is permitted to place the flowers in the
water on Shabbos provided that the flowers have fully budded.

It is prohibited to wet paper towels on Shabbos for the purpose of providing
moisture for flowers. Similarly, it is prohibited to wet paper towels for the purpose
of keeping hadassim and aravos fresh.

Flowers that have not yet fully budded may not be placed in, or returned to, water
on Shabbos.

Is it permissible to open window shades for the purpose of allowing sunlight
to reach indoor plants?

One may not open window shades if the intent is for the benefit of plant growth.1

Is it permissible to remove a withering flower from of a vase?

[t is not permissible to remove a withering flower from a vase, since this is included
in the Melocha of sorting. In many instances, tearing a withering flower petal from a
flower may also be considered sorting.

Sinks and Faucets.

Is it permissible to leave a sponge in the sink over Shabbos? May the sponge be
removed?

One should not leave a sponge in the sink where it will get wet. If a sponge was
accidentally left in a sink and one wishes to use that sink, the sponge should be
removed with a utensil such as a spoon (to avoid the prohibition of Muktze), with
care taken not to squeeze it.

1 Opening the shades during the nighttime is a gramma and a machlokes.

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The guestions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

I'm eating out at a nnnw for the Friday Night nmyp, but sleeping at home. Where should | light?

QUESTION 2

What if my Kkids are eating at home, with just the parents eating out?

QUESTION 3

Is there any way for me to light at home and still to be able to drive to where we'll be eating the nTiyp?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

My friends recently went on a big trip, and | wanted to hear the details about it from them. Is that allowed
even though we will be discussing maxon?

Answer: While manbn that one wants to do in the future may not be spoken about, as the pipa says “1aM
1aT"-one’s speaking on naw should be different; nevertheless one may talk about past maxn that were done
and have no effect on the future. The n"am does add however, that it is praiseworthy to limit one’s nYva nnw.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

What about if someone is planning a trip itinerary? Can those maxyn be discussed?

Answer: Discussing maxbn that one plans to do is not allowed because of the pipa of “1271 12M". One can
discuss things he would like to do on the trip only if they don't openly involve a narm, such as saying “I
would like to be in such and such place during the week...” without mentioning the maxbn involved.

QUESTION 3

Can the costs of the trip be spoken about?

Answer: The (1-1"w) My 1nYw writes that one may not discuss costs of something he bought if it is still
pertinent. For example, if he still owes money towards the purchase (or trip he took), the mmawn may not be
discussed. If everything is paid up already, it is similar to discussing past man n that were done

(see Answer 1), and is allowed.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

A L’Chaim for Life

The Braverman family lived in Bnei Brak near
Rabi Akiva Street. Reb Nosson, the father, was a
true talmid chacham and yerei Shamayim who
spent his days toiling in Torah. His devoted wife,
Shaina, worked in a nursery to provide a means of
income while simultaneously looking after their
home. They lived in a tiny, two-bedroom
apartment that somehow managed to fit in their
many children, and the paint-worn walls
resounded with talk, laughter, play, and its fair
share of arguments and tears.

In short, they were a regular, beautiful family in
Bnei Brak.

One day, their son Moishy woke up feeling
unwell. “My head hurts, Ima,” he moaned. “I
don’t want to go to cheder today.”
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Shaina, deep in the midst of the normal morning
madness, deftly closed the buttons on her three-
year-old’s shirt and came to check on her son.
“What’s wrong?” she said, feeling his forehead. It
was slightly warm. “What hurts?”

“My head,” groaned Moishy, screwing up his face
in pain. “And I feel a bit dizzy.”

“You poor thing,” said his mother
sympathetically. “I’ll bring you a painkiller.” She
hurried off, calling to his sister to finish getting
dressed and retrieving a lost shoe before returning
with the medicine and a cup of water.

Moishy sat up reluctantly. He hated swallowing
pills, but his head felt like it was on fire. Shaina
stroked his cheek and then turned to leave. “I’ll
come back soon,” she said, switching off the light.
“You rest now.” She closed the door gently
behind her and focused on getting the rest of her
brood dressed, packed up, and off to school.
Every morning, it was a major project.

Finally, the house was quiet. Shaina sat down at
the kitchen table for a coffee and some breakfast,
looking at her list as she ate. It was her weekly
day off from work, and there was always so much
she wanted to accomplish on her one precious free
day.

An hour or so passed quickly. Shaina put a load
of laundry in the washing machine, cooked up a
huge pot of soup, and made some pressing phone
calls. Then, she went to see how Moishy was
doing. She recognized that it was siyata d’'Shmaya
that it happened to be her day off from nursery
today. Otherwise, she would have had to miss
work or maybe bring him along to nursery—
neither particularly appealing options.

She peered into the darkened room. Moishy
seemed to be fast asleep. Shaina almost went back
to the next item on her list, but something made
her feel uneasy. Was it that she couldn’t hear his
breathing? Or the way he was lying? But some
instinct made her come over to the bed and look



more closely at her son. “Moishy?” she called
quietly. “Moishy, how are you feeling?”’

There was no response, so Shaina placed a gentle
hand on her son’s back. “Moishy?” she said again,
louder. “Moishy?” She moved the blanket away
from his face and put a hand on his forehead.

It was scalding hot.

Shaina gasped. “Moishy!” she cried, alarmed.
“Moishy, wake up!” She shook the child softly,
then physically moved his body around to face
her. He felt like a dead weight, completely
unresponsive, his head hanging limply from
under her arm. Even in the dim light, she could
see the grey pallor of his skin.

Shaina panicked. Running for the phone, she first
called Hatzalah, then her husband.

Things moved rapidly after that. It took less than
two minutes for the first ambulance to appear,
followed by a mobile intensive care unit. Medics
hooked Moishy up to an IV and administered
oxygen before whisking him down the narrow
stairs and hoisting him into the ambulance.
Moishy was rushed to the hospital and sent
straight for a battery of tests while his anxious
parents sat on the stiff hospital chairs, soaking
their Tehillims with their tears.

The doctors had little hope to offer them. The
scans came back inconclusive, and they were
divided in opinion as to what had caused the
child’s sudden collapse. Results seem to indicate
both a viral and bacterial infection, but his
symptoms didn’t correspond to any definitive
diagnosis.

“I'm sorry,” Dr. Attias—the case doctor—told
them, spreading out his arms. “He doesn’t seem
to be responding to the medications. We’ve done
all we can for him.”

“What do you mean?” stuttered Reb Nosson, his
heart pounding.
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“You need to prepare yourselves for the worst,”
said the doctor gently. “He’s on the highest level
of oxygen possible, and is receiving extremely
powerful drugs via the IV. But his vital signs are
still fluctuating, and it looks like organ failure is
imminent.” He pointed to the screen showing the
line of Moishy’s heartbeat. “His pulse is already
dangerously slow, and it keeps dropping. I believe
it’s only a matter of hours.”

Shaina let out a low cry, staring at the doctor at
disbelief. Reb Nosson paled.

“I’'m sorry,” Dr. Attias repeated. “But that’s how
things stand. Your son’s condition is extremely
unstable, and it is unlikely he can survive much
longer like this.” He stood up. “Do you have any
further questions? 1 recommend that you alert
family members of the situation and then stay by
your son’s bedside for his last remaining hours.
There is nothing more to be done.”

Reb Nosson closed his eyes, blocking out the
doctor’s words. He drew on all his inner strength,
on all the faith and courage inculcated in him
since his childhood and reinforced by years of
intense Torah and avodah. The doctor is not
Hashem, he reminded himself. Only Hashem is in
charge, and it is in His power to heal my child.

He opened his eyes and looked at the doctor. “I
would like to get another opinion,” he said evenly.
“Would I be able to take my son out of the
hospital?”’

Dr. Attias tried to hide his annoyance. “Several
top specialists work in this hospital and have
given their professional opinion on your son’s
condition,” he said pointedly. “I don’t see any
reason to seek more advice. Do you have a
particular doctor in mind?”

Reb Nosson avoided the question. “Is it okay for
me to take my son out the hospital?” he said
again.



“I really don’t recommend it,” Dr. Attias said
sharply. “It would be very dangerous for him in
transit. He needs constant monitoring and expert
attention. Leaving the safe environment of the
hospital would be irresponsible.”

The words seared Reb Nosson’s heart, but he
refused to back down. Dr. Attias was just a mortal
human being, puny and helpless in the face of the
Divine. Hashem was in charge, and His mercy
was endless. It did not matter what the doctor
thought; it mattered only what Hashem willed. He
knew it with every fibre of his being, and he knew
this was his only chance to save his son.

“I would like him to be allowed out of the
hospital,” he said firmly. “Can we arrange that,
please?”

Dr. Attias clicked his tongue in disapproval and
looked at Reb Nosson with a frown. “You would
be putting your son’s life in danger,” he said.
“You’ll have to sign a waiver that you took him
out against the hospital’s clear instructions. We
can’t be held responsible if he doesn’t survive the
journey.”

“Okay,” Reb Nosson agreed, ignoring the
implications of the doctor’s words. “Where do I
sign?” He was anxious to get Moishy out of the
hospital as soon as possible. Any moment, the
child might lose a heartbeat. There was no time to
lose.

Hospital bureaucracy does not move quickly, but
finally, after signing endless amounts of
documents, Reb Nosson and his wife carried an
unconscious Moishy out of the hospital. They
hurried to one of the taxis standing idle near the
entrance of the hospital and took their seats in the
back of the car.

“To 23 Rashbam Street,” Reb Nosson said
tersely. He cradled his child in his arms,
constantly checking that he was still breathing.
Beside him, Shaina sat silently, deathly
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frightened, her anguished eyes fixed on her son’s
ashen face. Neither of them spoke.

The ride seemed interminable but eventually, the
car pulled up outside 23 Rashbam Street. Reb
Nosson jumped out, leaving Shaina to pay the
driver as he ran up the steps to the small, modest
apartment that housed the gadol hador, Rav
Chaim Kanievsky.

The door was closed. The rav wasn’t available for
receiving the public at that time. Reb Nosson
began pounding on the door, calling desperately.
“Please, please, open up! It’s an emergency!
Please let me in!”

A talmid opened the door hurriedly and beckoned
Reb Nosson into the study, where Rav Chaim sat
learning contentedly. Reb Nosson burst in with a
cry. “Rebbi, Rebbi, please help! Look at my
precious child here. The doctors give him only a
matter of hours. Please help!” Tears sprang from
his eyes, cascading down his cheeks and dripping
softly onto Moishy’s hair.

Rav Chaim looked at him with his warm,
compassionate eyes. “What can I do?” he
murmured.

Reb Nosson would not take that for an answer.
Rav Chaim was a tzaddik beyond measure, and he
surely had influence Above. “I need your help!”
he choked out. “Please help me, Rebbi. Please
help!” He broke down weeping, hugging his child
close to his chest as agonized sobs escaped his
throat.

Rav Chaim gazed at the distraught father for a
moment. “Leave him on the couch,” he said,
gesturing to the tattered sofa by the wall. “Put him
down there and leave the room.”

Reb Nosson didn’t ask questions. Moving over to
the couch, he carefully placed his unconscious
child on the frayed cushions. He kissed Moishy’s
head and then turned away, gently closing the
door behind him.



The gabbai looked at him questioningly, an
eyebrow raised. Briefly, Reb Nosson filled him in
on what had happened. Now, there was nothing
more to do but wait. The anxious father paced
nervously up and down, his thoughts flitting
constantly to his beloved child lying on the sofa
in Rav Chaim’s study.

Would the gadol be able to reverse the Heavenly
decree?

Reb Nosson’s eyes squeezed shut in intense
prayer as he silently pleaded with the Master of
the world to have pity on His child and grant him
life. Never had Reb Nosson davened so hard and
so fervently as he did in those moments in the
narrow corridor of the Kanievsky home.

The door to the study opened and Rav Chaim
peeked out. “Take the child,” he said. “Everything
is going to be okay.”

“It’s going to be okay?” Reb Nosson’s heart
leaped. “It’s going to be okay?”

“Yes, it’s going to be fine,” Rav Chaim replied,
already back at the table leaning over his Gemara.
He swayed slightly as he concentrated on the tiny
print in front of him. “You can take him. It’s
going to be okay.”

Reb Nosson rushed to the sofa. To his disbelief,
Moishy was stirring slightly, his eyelids
flickering as he moved his head from side to side.
His face seemed to have lost its deathly pallor,
and there was a hint of pink in his cheeks.

Reb Nosson picked up his child with trembling
arms. Overwhelmed with emotion, he tried to kiss
Rav Chaim’s hand, but in his usual brisk manner,
the gadol brushed him away. Reb Nosson carried
his son out of the building and rejoined his wife.
She saw immediately the noticeable improvement
in their child’s condition and became faint from
joy and relief. Holding onto a railing for support,
she reached out to her son and tousled his hair,
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delight spreading over her features as she saw that
he responded to her touch.

By the time they got home, Moishy was already
conscious and able to talk, albeit extremely weak.
The sudden turnaround was astonishing. It was an
open miracle, and the Braverman family was
overcome with gratitude.

But what had happened in Rav Chaim’s study?
Moishy recalled nothing of his entire collapse, but
he had a faint memory of the taste of wine on his
lips. That only increased the family’s wonder.
Wine? What did that mean? What had Rav Chaim
done?

Reb Nosson didn’t dare waste Rav Chaim’s time
with questions just to satisfy their curiosity. The
tzaddik was known for his concise speech, always
terse and to the point. He had no time for
irrelevant questions that had no practical
implications. He was famous for his one-word
answers, and there was no way Reb Nosson could
approach him just for an explanation.

The story flew around Bnei Brak. A deathly ill
child had been brought to Rav Chaim, and after
just ten minutes, he had started to recover!
Someone close to Rav Chaim heard the story and
decided he had to know the details. At the right
opportunity, he brought it up with the gadol.
“What happened with that sick child?” he asked.
“There’s talk about the taste of wine on his
lips...?”

Rav Chaim gave a small chuckle. “Wine? That’s
nothing!”

“So what did the Rav do?”” the man persisted.

Rav Chaim lifted his hands. “I’ll tell you the
truth,” he said. “I’m not a doctor, so what can I do
to heal a sick child? I decided to take the bottle of
wine I have from each time I make a siyum.
Whenever 1 make a siyum, 1 have one [’chaim,
and I’ve already made sixty /’chaims with this
bottle of wine.”



The man’s breath caught in his throat in awe.

“So I thought maybe this wine can help, with the
strength of Torah contained within it,” continued
Rav Chaim simply. “I put some on his lips, and
that was it. [ didn’t do anything.” He gave the man
a smile and returned to his Gemara, his voice
murmuring the sweet words with love.

The power of Torah cannot be measured.
Moishy’s life had been saved by the pure force of
Torah.

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!

This story is taken from tape #TB52b
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ARE YOU FAKING FOR?

MAKE ROOM FOR A REAL
YESHIVA 80CHUR..,

BOCHUR'L, YOUR
SUIT NEEDS MORE
PATCHES...

THAT WAS AN
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TORAH YOU SAID...

WHAT'S YOUR NAME?
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HOME WILL BE BLESSED
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THIS OPPORTUNITY.
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INSIDE... HOW CAN T
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T ASK THAT AS A
PERSONAL FAVOR
YOU KINDLY HELP HIM
AS WELL. HE TRAVELED
TOGETHER WITH ME.

THE RAMBAM <
WRITES IN A LETTER
TO HIS SON:

MY SON, I HAVE
LIVED MY ENTIRE LIFE
THAT WAY!
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EARLS OF WISDOM % 'The Jewish People’s
Married Name
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FROM THE PARSHAH

Pinchas son of Elazar son of Aharon Hakohen turned back My anger from upon the
Jewish people by acting zealously on My behalf in their midst. Thus I did not destroy
the Jewish people in My zealousness. (Bemidbar 25:11)

The Jewish people sinned many times during the  Hashem sought to destroy them. However, Hashem
forty years they were in the Midbar. hinted to Moshe that if he will pray for them, this

will save them. And so it was.

DNy Iy 11 >nX 102 — They tried Me Then came the sin of the Meraglim. Again,
these ten times.!

Hashem sought to destroy the Jewish people. Again,

Despite all these mishaps, they were always saved Moshe prayed for them, and this saved them.

) And so it was with Korach’s rebellion. Hashem
in the end.

The first sin was making the Eigel. As the Kuzari sought to destroy the people, and here again,
Hashem gave them a chance to avert the disaster.

Abaron Hakoken stopped the Angel of Death, and

most people were saved.

explains, this was not a simple act of idolatry.
Nevertheless, in this context, we will view this sin
from a simple perspective. The Jewish people took
a golden calf and said about it Y& Pndx AOX
— “These are your gods, O Isracl.”® Consequently,

There was one sin that was different. When the
Jewish people sinned with the women of Moav
(as per the wicked plan of Bilaam), Hashemn was

1 Bemidbar 14:22. going to wipe out the Jewish people right then and
2 Shemos 32:4.



there, without waiting for prayer, without speaking

to Moshe and Aharon. Only the quick action of
Pinchas stopped this.

DR WD 1137 1R 12 NYYR 13 0N
DIINI NRIP DX IXIP2 DRIY? 233 HYn N
MMRIPD YRIW 232 NX 1Y) XYY - Pinchas
son of Elazar son of Aharon Hakohen
turned back My anger from upon the Jewish
people by acting zealously on My behalf
in their midst. Thus I did not destroy the

Jewish people in My zealousness.

Pinchas acted out the zealousness that Hashem
was going to. Had Pinchas not done so, it would
have been the end.

Why was this sin so very severe? Why was it
worse than the sin of the Eige/?

Let’s say there is a fight in the family. One spouse
acts wrongly toward the other, and a fierce quarrel
breaks out. They might even break windows in their
rage. But in the end, they make up and things quiet
down again. Even if it doesn’t happen immediately,
when Erev Yom Kippur comes, they will work
things out and life will go on. The sin of the Eige/,
the rebellion of Korach and the faithless report
of the Meraglim were all serious sins. But Hashem
forgave us nonetheless. This is how it is when things
stay inside the family.

The sin with the women of Moav was a totally
different story, It was not “within the family.” It was
an act that entailed leaving the Jewish home. Going
out of the family circle. This was an unforgivable
sin. This is why Pinchas needed to act out Hashem's
zealousness. If Pinchas had not picked up the spear
to do what he did, Hashemn would have needed to

act, and it would have been the end.
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This is because a Jew is not someone who puts on
tefillin, or even someone who has yiras Shamayim.
A Jew is like Hashem’s wife, so to speak. [And if the
wife leaves home to go to someone else, the damage
is irreparable. ]

This explains another point as well. After the
story with Pinchas, Hashem gave a new name to the

Jewish people.

IRPAT NNOYN K1PHY > nnawn Tian
— Chanoch of the Chanochi family, Palu of
the Palui family.?

Hashem called them by His own name, so to
speak. Every Jewish family got a yud and the end
of their family name, and a bei at the beginning,
to show that they are clean and pure. 7" is one of
Hashem’s Names.

Let’s say a woman from the Stein family marries
a man from the Gold family. Before she marries
she is “Chani Stein.” After she marries she is called
“Chani Gold.” She is “Mrs. Gold” now. This is how
it was with the names of Chanoch, and Palu, and
all the others. Before the Giving of the Torah, they
were called the Chanoch family and the Palu family.
But after the Giving of the Torah, when the Jewish
people became like Hashem's wife, so to speak, He
called each family by His Name.

This is also the meaning of the words we say in
Tefilah: NRAP 1YY WITHM D173 TN - “You called
Your great and holy Name upon us.” The name * 11,
“Jew; is the four letters of Hashem’s Name, plus the
letter daled, which represents M7, “meagerness.”

[We make ourselves small and “meager” in relation

to Hashem.)

3 Bemidbar i26:5.
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The literal translation of the name » 1171, “Jew;” is
“Mrs. Hashem.”

What does this mean?

When a woman is called “Mrs. Gold” it means
that even if she works and even if she has a good
position in the company, the center of her life is her
husband and children. She goes to work in order to
support the family. The real center of her life is the

L

home.

So it is with a Jew. His life is one of partnership
with Hashem. He gets up in the morning and goes to
sleep at night with Hashem. He eats with Hashem.
And so with everything he does. Hakadosh Baruch
Hu is like our “husband,” so to speak. He is the center
of our life. ®

Going to the Source

(2> ,719 927TN2) .0IYY 172 NX 1Y 1N 137

Behold, I am giving him My covenant of peace. (Bemidbar 25:12)

Chazal say that Pinchas did not become a koben
until hekilled Zimri.! He merited becominga member
of the Kehunah as a reward for this great deed.

The Seforno writes that Pinchas thereby merited

longevity as well:

[Pinchas was granted] “peace” from the
angel of death, in accordance with, “He
makes ‘peace’ in His lofty heights” This
is because damage occurs due to conflict
between opposites [and ‘peace’ signifies the
lack of such conflict]. This was the case with
Pinchas, who lived much longer than all the
people of his generation. And surely it was
the case according to the view that Eliyahu is

Pinchas, and he is still alive and well.?

The Seforno is saying that all illnesses result
because the elements and forces in the body are not
properly balanced. Pinchas was granted the blessing
of shalom, of harmony, so all his internal forces were

balanced and properly integrated with one another,

1 Zevachim 101b.
2 Seforno, Bemidbar 25:12.

and he thus lives on and on.

Let’s understand how a person becomes a koben.
The structure of the world is such that there are
roots and there are branches, and each branch draws
nourishment from the root that precedes it. However,
this root is actually a branch that grew from an earlier
root. Now, a branch cannot draw nourishment from
the original root, only from the root immediately
preceding it. That root is a branch in relation to the
root that came before it, and is nourished from it,
and so on, until the chain reaches the first Root of all
roots, which is Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

Nevertheless, there are certain special cases in
which the closer root is skipped over, and the branch
draws directly from the original source.

Pinchas was a talmid of Moshe Rabbeinu. Once it
happened that a certain halachah was hidden from
Moshe, and Pinchas brought it back. But where did
Pinchas get that halachah from? His whole root in
Torah was Moshe. If the halachah was not accessible to
Moshe, who was the root, it should have been hidden
also from Pinchas, who was the branch. Chazal say
that everyone there started crying when Moshe was



not able to access the halachah,® because if it is hidden
from Moshe, it is hidden from all his talmidim.

At that point, Pinchas opened a new door to Torah.
He went straight to the original Source of Torah and

brought the halachah back. Thus Moshe said to him:

He who reads out the letter should be the
one to fulfill ic.*

Pinchas read out the “letter;” [which is a metaphor
for the Torah,] he was connected to the “letter;” so it
was only proper for him to be the shaliach to carry
out what it says.

Pinchas went past his own root and connected
to the original source. This explains why he merited
becoming a kohen. It was midah k'neged midab.

The Kehunah has an immediate root, which is
Abaron Kohen. And Aharon received from Hashem.
Under normal circumstances, a person cannot notcome
along and receive Kehunah directly from Hashem; he
needs to receive it from Aharon, the immediate root.
Pinchas did not and could not receive Kehunah from
Aharon because he was born before Aharon became
a koben. So if Pinchas didn’t receive Kebhunah from
Aharon, where did he receive it from?

It was a matter of midah k'neged midab. In Torah,
Pinchas connected himself to the original Source, so
anew door opened from him. Thus he connected to
a new root of Kehunah that was special for him.

This also explains his longevity. Everyone else in
the world receives life from the immediate root that
Hakadosh Baruch Hu embedded within the natural
world. But a new door opened for Pinchas and
connected him to the very Source of life. Anyone who
draws his vitality from there will surely live forever.

Skippingover the immediate root is an expression
of kana’us, of the trait of zealousness, which Pinchas
displayed when he killed Zimri. Everything in the
world has its modus operandi, its normal way of
working. The kannai, out of his overwhelming
love of Hashem, skips over all this. He jumps out

3 Sanhedrin 82a.
4 Ibid.

of his place and goes straight into action. Kanna'us

is at its height when it is done with mesirus nefesh.
Because the rule is that nothing stands in the way of
pikuach nefesh. This means that pikuach nefesh has its
own order and modus operandi that overrides the
standard order of things, and the kannai comes and

overrides even this exceptional order.

RavPapaasked Abaye, “Whatwasdifferent
about the Sages of earlier generations, that
miracles occurred for them, and miracles
don’t occur for us? If it was because of the
breadth of their knowledge, in the time of
Rav Yehudah their whole study was in Seder
Nezikin, whereas we learn all six Sedarim
of the Mishnayos.... But when Rav Yehudah
would just take off one shoe [in preparation
for a fast decreed due to drought,] the rain
would come. Whereas we afflict ourselves, we
cry out and cry out, but we are not noticed.”

Abaye answered him, “Those of the carlier
generations had mesirus nefesh for sanctifying
Hashem’s Name. We don't have mesirus nefesh
for sanctifying Hashem’s Name.

“For instance, Rav Ada bar Ahava once saw
a non-Jewish woman wearing an improper
article of clothing in public, and he thought
she was a Jewess. He went and tore it off her. It
turned out that she was not Jewish, and a fine
of four hundred zuz was placed on him. He
asked her, “What is your name?’ She answered,
‘Matun’ [which is similar to the Aramaic word
for two hundred]. He said to her, ‘Matun,

Matun is worth four hundred zuz.”?

Working miracles entails overriding the system
of the natural world. The Sages of earlier generations
were zealous for Hasherns Name and jumped into
action without regard for normal protocol, showing
mesirus nefesh. Thus, Hashem did miracles for them.
He granted them rain immediately without following

the usual procedures of Heavenly judgment. o

5 Berachos 20a.
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Three Times Peace
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Behold, I am giving him My covenant of peace. (Bemidbar 25:12)

Hakadosh Baruch Hu spelled out His “peaces” to him. (Rashi)

River, Bird and Kettle

Chazal say there are three types of shalom.

There are three [dreams that foretell]
peace: ariver, a bird and a kettle. [Someone
who sees one of these in a dream can expect
peace.] A river, as it says PN V1 1N
DiYY M2 - “Behold, I am turning to
Yerushalayim like a river of peace.” A bird,
as it says NIPAY 71 1 12 Nioy DM9¥D -
“Like flying birds, so Hashem of H-sts will
protect.”? A kettle, as it says DiYW nawn i
1Y — “Hashem, set up peace for us [as one
sets up a kettle].”?

These three dreams represent three different
types of peace. The Vilna Gaon explains:

The first type of peace is described as a “river.”
When a person plows a field, someone might come
along and claim that the path he is using to plow is
causing damage to the public domain. This is not
peace. A river, too, is a public domain, and anyone
can traverse the river, but there is always peace; one
person doesn’t bother the other. The path of this
person in the river doesn’t damage the path of that

person because once the boat passes by, the "furrow”

1 Yeshayahu 66:12.
2 Ibid 31:5.
3 Ibid 26:12.

it made in the water immediately disappears. The
water returns to its place as it was before. So when
the next person’s boat comes along, he finds a fresh,
undamaged section of water to travel through.This
is peace on a low level. It doesn’t entail people
working together. It is just “live and let live.” People
might say hello to each other, but no more than
that.

The second type of peace is that of a kettle, a
pot. Water and fire are two opposites, and the
kettle makes “peace” between them, so to speak.
The metal of the kettle separates between the fire
and the water, and they thereby work together. The
fire provides heat, and the water heats up.

This is a new kind of peace that is created by
means of a partition. Sometimes people are able
to work together but only because a partition
separates between them.

The third type of peace is that of a bird. Birds
were created not from earth alone and not from
water alone but from pp9, marshy land, which is a
mixture of earth and water.

A bird can’t live only in the air; it needs to rest
on the ground from time to time. On the other
hand, a bird can’t stay on the ground all the time.
It also needs to fly in the air. This is a wonderful
combination of two contrasting qualities in one
creature. This is the loftiest type of peace.

These are the three types of peace.



Mitzvos are the First Level

According to this, we can say that there are
three different levels to a Jew’s connection with
Hashem. Sometimes the relationship is like a river.
Each attends to his own business. The person
keeps mitzvos, but it is lacking in relationship with
Hashem. Then there is a connection to Hashem
that is like a kettle. There is relationship, but there
is also division. And then there is connection like a
bird. This represents a perfect relationship without
barriers and divisions.

These three types of connection to Hashem are
attained by mitzvah observance, Tefilah, and Torah
learning. Mitzvah observance is like a river. Tefilah
is like a kettle, and Torah learning is like a bird.

We will explain.

The most importance peace in the world is the
peace and connection between Hashem and the
Jewish people. In Shir Hashirim, this connection
is compared to the relationship between husband
and wife.

There are various forms of love and connection.
There is the
relationship between siblings, the relationship

the parent-child relationship,

between friends, and so forth. But unique among
relationships is that between husband and wife.
They are spouses for a lifetime. Every moment of
their lives they are aware that they are married.
The husband may not stay home all day, and the
wife may not stay home all day, but even when
they are out of the home, their marital status is not
something that they forget about.

This brings us to the essential difference
between a Jew and a non-Jew. Once I met a convert
to Judaism and I asked him what brought about his
change in life. He answered, “Now that I am a Jew,
I pray to the true G-d.”

I said to him, “My friend, you could pray to G-d

even when you were a non-Jew.”

my YTy NI TV Wnw namn oD
0’132 — From east to west, My Name is

great among the nations.*

Everyone in the world prays to Hashem. Every
US dollar bill says on it, “In G-d we trust.” You
don’t need to be a Jew to know that G-d exists and
that you can pray to Him.

The thing that makes a Jew special is that he
has 613 mitzvos. He has 248 positive mitzvos,
corresponding to all his limbs and organs, and 364
negative mitzvos, corresponding to all his nerves
and sinews.

Mitzvos fill a Jew’s life and he is obligated to
observe them twenty-four hours a day, 365 days a
year. He is a Jew not just when he is in shu/ and
not just on Shabbos. Every moment of his life, he
is connected to Hakadosh Baruch Hu. A non-Jew
goes to church on Sunday and feels that this is his
connection with G-d. On another day he can do
what he wants and go where he wants, and he is
disconnected from G-d.

A Jew is a Jew in the kitchen, in the living room
and in every other room. He is a Jew when he puts
on his shoes, because there are halachos governing
that, too. There are halachos governing our behavior
everywhere and at all times. I said to that convert,
“You know why you became a Jew? So you will
know how to put on your shoes.”

A Jew is a Jew from head to foot. He lives
every moment with Hashem. Every part of him
broadcasts kevod Shamayim. We live our whole life
with Hashem, as a married couple lives their life
together. This is what makes Judaism special.

Yet, this kind of connection is that of a “river.”
We go on our own way, and though we do think of
Hashem and His mitzvos, just performing mitzvos
is not really a relationship. We are not actually
communicating with Hashem.

This is the first level of peace between us and
Hashem. We don’t have our minds on Hashem all
the time. But we are accustomed to keeping His

mitzvos.

4 Malachi 1:11.
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Tefilah is the Second Level

The second kind of connection to Hashem is that
of the kettle. This is achieved by means of Tefilah,
which is is actually communicating with Hashem, by
speaking to Him. Thus the formula of our berachos
is Baruch Attah... “Blessed are You...” We speak
directly to Hashem.

Now, a person could potentially reduce 7efilah
to the level of practical mitzvos, and do it without
really thinking about Hashem while davening. But
this does not represent the level of relationship that
is Tefilah.

This level of peace with Hakadosh Baruch Hu is
at its height when a person lives his life with Zefilah.
He turns personally to Hashem twenty-four hours a
day; he doesn’t just recite the fixed prayers and that’s
all.

In married life, the most important thing is to
talk to one another. Applied to our relationship
with Hashem, this means if there is a problem, talk
to Hashem. He is close to you. Of course, Hashem is
in the heavens above and we are down here on earth,
meaning that there is an enormous distance between
us and Hashem. This is true. But when a Jew cries
out, ‘Hashem, save me!” Hashem is closer to him
than is the breath in his own nostrils.

1200 28 - living life with Tefilah — is a way of
life with Hashem. Whenever a problem arises, turn

to Hashem.

Torah is the Highest Level

The third type of connection is that of the
bird. This is connecting to Hashem through Torah
learning.

I cannot even begin to describe the immense

power that Torah learning contains, but Chazal say:

Published by Kollel "Nefesh Shimshon", Jerusalem -

as an ilui neshamah for Rabbeinu Shimshon Dovid Pincus zt'l,

Headed by his sons Harav Yosef Dov Pincus and
Harav Shmuel Pincus, shlita.

A person should always consider himself

as if Holiness is within his innards.’

This means that when a person learns Torah,
Hashem is within him, so to speak. Heaven and
carth become as one, and the person transforms into
fire, so to speak.

Torah learning is an absolute connection with
Hashem. It is the highest level of shalom. Just as
birds were created from earth and water, and are able
to walk on earth and also to fly, so when a person
learns Torah he becomes as one with Hashem. This
is a connection and relationship comprising twenty-
four hours a day.

When a person acquires Torah knowledge,
he acquires daas Torah, which is the ability to
understand things the Torah way. So to speak, he
has gained Hashem’s understanding. We all make
thousands of decisions a day, and when a person has
daas Torah, all his decisions are according to Torah.

I heard from a talmid of R. Aharon Kotler z#”/ that
once he was asked a question regarding public affairs
and he didn’t know what to answer. He walked back
and forth in his room and asked himself, “What
would the Chasam Sofer do in such a case?”

Someone who learns Torah is actually asking
himself: What is Hashem telling me to do? A Torah
sage is preferable to a prophet.® Bei Torah are those
who have absorbed the Torah’s outlook.

In short, the three levels of connection to Hashem
are attained in the following three ways. Mitzvah
observance, which means living like a Jew. Tefilah,
which means to talking to Hashem. And Torah
learning, which means understanding things the

Torah way. e

5 Taanis 11b.
6 Bava Basra 12a.
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EXPLORING THE CHALLENGES OF TODAY,
REVEALING HOPE FOR TOMORROW

( WAN ENLIGHTENING PANEL \
Mrs. Sori Rebbetzin Mrs. Chevy
Schechter Suri Gibber Klein

PLUS
< Teaming Up Moderator Presentation
TFind Ot
ABOUT THE
i * | TEAMING UP
WEDNESDAY 8:00 PM ATERES PROGRAM!

JULY 15 Doors Open R e A
- 500 Summer Ave,

]-N n 1 $10 Admission Lakewood NJ COMPLETING YEAR 4!

: .:I OUT-OF-TOWN HOOKUP AVAILABLE

FOR DETAILS: 605.801.1117 OPT 2-1-2 OR TU@CHAYEINUOFFICE.ORG

P: 605.801.1117 - F: 732.807.7715 - E: tu@chayeinuoffice.org - M: 49 Pennsylvania Avenue, Jackson, NJ 08527
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