
The Pasuk, the Gemara’s Question on the Pasuk, and the 
Ran’s Question on the Gemara’s Answer
The first pasuk in the fifth aliyah says, “אֵֵל ֹ שֹׁ� אֱֱלֹקֶֶֹיךָָ  ה'  מָָה  רָָאֵֵל  יִִשְׂ�ְ ה   וְְעַַתָּ�ָ
וכו אֱֱלֹקֶֶֹיךָָ  אֶֶת־ה'  אִִם־לְְיִִרְְאָָה  י  ִ כִּ� ךְְ   ,And now — 'מֵֵעִִמָּ�ָ
Yisrael, what does Hashem, your G-d, ask of 
you? Only to fear Hashem, your G-d… The 
Gemara in Brachos1 asks on this pasuk: “Is 
fear of Hashem such a small thing (“תָָא ְ  מִִילְּ�
א טַַרְְתָּ�ָ  that the pasuk would characterize it] (”זּוּ
this way, that this is all Hashem asks of us]?” 
It answers: “Yes, for Moshe Rabbeinu it was 
a small thing.” The Ran asks on this:2 How 
is this an answer? The pasuk was addressing 
Klal Yisrael, not Moshe Rabbeinu!

The Sfas Emes’s Answer to the Ran’s 
Question on the Gemara
The Sfas Emes answers the Ran’s question 
as follows: We are Moshe Rabbbeinu. Every 
Yid has a chelek, a nitzutz, eternal spark, of 
the powers of Moshe Rabbeinu. We see this 
toward the end of the Chumash, in Parashas 
V’zos Habrachah, as the famous pasuk says:3 
יַַעֲֲקֹֹב“ ת  ַ קְְהִִלַּ� ה  ָ וֹֹמרָָשָׁ� ה  ֶ מֹֹשֶׁ� ה־לָָנּוּ  צִִוָּ�ָ וֹֹּתּרָָה  .” The pasuk doesn’t simply state 
that the Torah is the inheritance of Kehillas Yaakov; rather, 
it is structured in such a way that if you read it carefully, it 
implies that just as we inherited the Torah and each of us has 
a chelek in it, so too, we inherited Moshe and have a chelek in 
him. (The Sfas Emes translates “ת יַַעֲֲקֹֹב ַ ה קְְהִִלַּ� ָ ה וֹֹמרָָשָׁ� ֶ  as: “Moshe ”מֹֹשֶׁ�

is the inheritance of Kehillas Yaakov.”4 The Zohar calls Moshe 
Rabbeinu עריא מהימנא  — the faithful shepherd.5 Just like a faithful 
shepherd, Moshe Rabbeinu drew us, his flock of sheep, toward 
his madreigah, to his level of knowing Hashem, so that in a 

sense, our neshamos were nourished from his 
neshamah and thus became connected to his 
neshamah and its lofty madreigah.

Shabbos
It is davka on Shabbos that Moshe Rabbeinu 
bequeaths his neshamah to us; that is the 
neshamah yeseirah we receive. Similarly, 
halachah allows us to trust an am ha’eretz on 
Shabbos with regard to certain matters we 
would not trust him with during the week, 
because “אפילו עם הראץ איתמ שבת עליו — even an 
am ha’aretz has “fear of Shabbos” on him.”6 On 
Shabbos, yiras Hashem becomes a א טַַרְְתָּ�ָ תָָא זּוּ ְ  מִִילְּ�
for all of us, even an am ha’aretz, because we 
receive our “Moshe Rabbeinu neshamah” — 
and yiras Hashem was indeed a א טַַרְְתָּ�ָ זּוּ תָָא  ְ  מִִילְּ�
for Moshe Rabbeinu on his high madreigah.

The Transfer of the Ketarim of Naaseh V’Nishma
The Gemara (Shabbos 84) tells us that  when Klal Yisrael said “נשעה 

 we will keep the Torah and then seek to understand — ”ונעמש
it,” 600,000 malachei hashareis, benefiting angels, descended and 
tied two crowns onto the heads of each Yid (one for “naaseh” 
and one for “nishma”). Later, when Klal Yisrael sinned with the 
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2 Derashos HaRan at the beginning of Drush 10. See also Maharsha.

3 Devarim 33:4.

4 Tanya, perek 42b.

5 Zohar, Ki Sisa 193b. The phrase can also be translated as “shepherd of emunah,” meaning that he shepherds emunah; he gathers and flows emunah into us. See Tanya, perek 42b.

6 Yerushalmi, Demai 4:1.



cheit ha’eigel, 1,200,000 malachei chavalah, destructive angels, 
descended and removed all the crowns. We all know that part. 
The part we might not know is where the crowns went. The 
Gemara teaches that they all went to Moshe Rabbeinu: 

 : ח אֶֶת הָָאֹֹהֶֶל״. אָָמַַר רֵֵיׁשׁ לָָקִִיׁשׁ ה יִִקַּ�ַ ֶ מֹֹּוּשֶׁ� : ״ סְְמִִיךְְ לֵֵיּהּ נְְּוּטָָלָָן. דִּ�ִ  ה  ֶ ן זָָכָָה מֹֹשֶׁ� ָ לָּּוּ� י יוֹֹחָָנָָן: וְְכ אָָמַַר רַַבִּ�ִ
מְְחַַת וֹֹעלָָם  ה וְְשִׂ�ִ רִִנָּ�ָ וֹֹּיּן בְּ�ְ בָָּוּּוּא צִִ ן  בּוּ ֻ יֵֵּוּדי ה׳ יְְשֻׁ� פְְּוּ אֱֱמַַר: ״ נֶּ�ֶ ֶ , שֶׁ� אּוּ לְְהַַחֲֲזִִירָָן לָָנּוּ ךְְּוּר ה  וֹֹדׁשׁ בָּ�ָ עָָתִִיד הַַקָּ�ָ

ם. ָ וֹֹעלָָם עַַל רֹֹשָׁא� מֵּ�ֵ ֶ מְְחָָה שֶׁ� ם״ — שִׂ�ִ ָ עַַל רֹֹשָׁא�

Rabbi Yochanan said: And Moshe merited all of these crowns and 
took them. What is the source for this? Because juxtaposed to this 
verse, it is stated (Shemos 33:7): “And Moshe would take the tent 
[ohel].” [The word “ohel” is interpreted homiletically as an allusion to 
an aura or illumination (“hila”).] Reish Lakish said: In the future, 
the Holy One, Blessed be He, will return them to us, as it is stated 
(Yeshayah 35:10): “And the ransomed of Hashem shall return, and 
come with singing onto Tzion, and everlasting joy shall be upon their 
heads.” The joy (crowns) that they once had will once again be upon 
their heads.

We see from this Gemara that Bnei Yisrael had reached the 
madreigah of Moshe Rabbeinu at Kabbalas HaTorah when they 
received the ketarim. At that time, yiras Hashem was indeed a 
א טַַרְְתָּ�ָ זּוּ תָָא  ְ  for them, as Moshe Rabbeinu said to them upon מִִילְּ�
hearing the Aseres Hadibros:

תּוּמ׃  ן־נָָ ֶ נּוּ אֱֱלֹקִִֹים פֶּ� ר עִִמָּ�ָ מָָעָָה וְְאַַל־יְְדַַבֵּ�ֵ ְ נּוּ וְְנִִשְׁ� ה עִִמָּ�ָ ר־אַַתָּ�ָ בֵּ�ֵ ה דַּ�ַ ֶ מְְאּוּר אֶֶל־מֹֹשֶׁ� וַַיֹּ�ֹ

And they said to Moshe, “You speak with us, and we will hear; but 
G-d should not speak with us [because] perhaps we [will] die.”7

יִִרְְאָָוֹֹת  הְְיֶֶה  תִּ�ִ רּוּ  בַַּוּעֲֲב  הָָאֱֱלֹקֹים  א  בָּ�ָ אֶֶתְְכֶֶם  וֹֹּסּת  נַַ רּוּ  לְְבַַעֲֲב י  ִ כִּ� ירָָּוּא  אַַל־תִּ�ִ אֶֶל־הָָעָָם  ה  ֶ מֹֹשֶׁ� מֶֶאר  וַַיֹּ�ֹ
׃  י תֶֶחֱֱטָָּוּא נֵֵיכֶֶם לְְבִִלְְתִּ�ִ ְ עַַל־פְּ�

And Moshe said to the people, “Fear not, for G-d has come to test 
you, and that His fear may be before your faces, that you sin 
not.”8

These ketarim really belong to Klal Yisrael, as they merited them 
through proclaiming “naaseh” before they experienced “nishma.” 
They were just “loaned,” so to speak, to Moshe Rabbeinu 
following the cheit ha’eigel. We can now understand the Gemara 

in Brachos that we brought at the outset. The Gemara asks how 
the pasuk can say, “All that Hashem asks of us is to fear Him”; 
is yiras Hashem such a small thing? It then answers that yes, 
for Moshe Rabbeinu it was a small thing. But what does that 
have to do with Klal Yisrael; how does that make it a small thing 
for Klal Yisrael? Rather, as we explained, the keter Torah really 
belongs to Klal Yisrael, and it was just “loaned” temporarily to 
Moshe Rabbeinu, who returns the ketarim to us each Shabbos, 
as mentioned above.

Teshuvah
We can also glean something else from our pasuk: “רָָאֵֵל מָָה ה יִִשְׂ�ְ  וְְעַַתָּ�ָ
וכו אֱֱלֹקֶֶֹיךָָ  אֶֶת־ה'  אִִם־לְְיִִרְְאָָה  י  ִ כִּ� ךְְ  מֵֵעִִמָּ�ָ אֵֵל  ֹ שֹׁ� אֱֱלֹקֶֶֹיךָָ   Why does the pasuk  .”'ה' 
begin with the word “ה ה“ and now? The word — וְְעַַתָּ�ָ  connotes ”וְְעַַתָּ�ָ
teshuvah (see Bereishis Rabbah 21:6).9 The ikkar of teshuvah is 
for one to return to his original madreigah, and indeed, this is 
what the pasuk refers to — our original madreigah before the 
chet ha’eigel, where yiras Hashem was a א טַַרְְתָּ�ָ תָָא זּוּ ְ .for us מִִילְּ�

מָָהּּ ְ תּּוֹֹרָָה לִִשְׁ� ל הָָעוֹֹסֵֵק בַּ�ַ ָ כָּ�
We mentioned above that each Erev Shabbos, Moshe Rabbeinu 
returns our ketarim to us and we return to this madreigah. 
However, there is another way we can attain this madreigah, 
even during the week — through being osek b’Torah. This is 
because, as explained above, Torah and this madreigah of Moshe 
Rabbeinu are inexorably intertwined, as the pasuk says, “וֹֹּתּרָָה  
יַַעֲֲקֹֹב ת  ַ קְְהִִלַּ� ה  ָ וֹֹמרָָשָׁ� ה  ֶ מֹֹשֶׁ� ה־לָָנּוּ   As we explained, when we inherited ”.צִִוָּ�ָ
the Torah, we also inherited the level of Moshe Rabbeinu. It 
therefore stands to reason that being osek b’Torah will also bring 
us up to this level. This connection between being osek b’Torah 
and reaching this level of yiras Hashem can also be found in 
Pirkei Avos in the beautiful mishnah at the beginning of the 
final perek, which we have discussed in previous divrei Torah. It 
relates the many amazing brachos that come to one who is osek 
b’Torah lishmah, including that such a person is “וֹֹּתּ עֲֲנָָוָָה וְְיִִרְְאָָה  ְ שְׁ�  מַַלְְבַּ�ַ
— clothed in humility and yirah.”

7 Shemos 20:16.

8 Shemos 20:17.

רָָאֵֵל מָָה ה' אֱֱלֹהֶֶֹיךָָ וגו 9 ה יִִשְׂ�ְ אֱֱמַַר )דברים י, יב(: וְְעַַתָּ�ָ נֶּ�ֶ ֶ בָָּוּׁשׁה, שֶׁ�   א תְּ�ְ ָ ה אֶֶלָּ� ה, אֵֵין וְְעַַתָּ�ָ בָָּוּׁשׁה, וְְעַַתָּ�ָ   ל תְּ�ְ ֶ תַַח שֶׁ� ֶ אּוּ פֶּ� ךְְּוּר ה  וֹֹדׁשׁ בָּ�ָ תַַח לוֹֹ הַַקָּ�ָ ָ פָּ� ֶ ד שֶׁ� הֲֲנָָא מְְלַַמֵּ�ֵ ַ ר כַּ� א בַּ�ַ י אַַבָּ�ָ לַַח יָָוֹֹד )בשארית ג, כב(, אָָמַַר רַַבִּ�ִ ְ ן יִִשְׁ� ֶ ה פֶּ� 'וְְעַַתָּ�ָ
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