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If a man vow a vow to the Lord, or swear an oath to bind his soul
with a bond; he shall not

break his word, he shall do
according to all that proceeds
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out of his mouth.

Rashi the
pasuk, the second pasuk

on above
of Parshas Mattos, brings
the Sifri explaining that
“27 5m 857 means “nip 85
Pon 27" — don't make your
words chullin — profane/
non-kodesh.>  The Sfas

Emes makes a beautiful

Ne

diyuk from this. If we are I

exhorted not to cause our

words to be profane, that means that by default our words are
kodesh, a wondrous thing. How did this come to be that our
words, the words of Buei Yisroel, are kodesh? We were zocheh to
this through the Koach HaTorah. The forty years that Moshe
Rabbeinu taught Bnei Yisroel Torah imbued in them the koach of
kol hakodesh and lashon hakodesh. Therefore, at the end of these
forty years, in this week’s parsha, Moshe Rabbeinu commands

them about shemiras hadibbur, to protect this kedusha they

attained in their kol hakodesh and lashon hakodesh.

1 Bamidbar 30:3.
2153.

3 26a.

4 110a.

57:37.

Fmes

men o

Parashas
Mattos
Masei

R”09n0

What is the connection between the topic of the tamidim and
mussafim korbanos discussed at the end of last week’s parsha and
the topic at the beginning of this week’s parsha of nedarim and
shavuos (dibbur)? The answer is,“pan oppa mbon as the Gemara
g in Brochos  explains,
*N that after Churban Beis
HaMikdash, tefillah took

the place of korbanos.

neY

vb o spr vshd am o aph o P
on Jphtd o Mp 3p3 IO OdOE T3
3pp 3bd pwopy ) oPy Mw *p IO OF
wpy et ows 033 1HY 9O M3 b
w3 obme ompb odh dsh .owso mph s
op3d oYY D3 P3P0 D WIS MIp 13
oy oo pp b dsb obophs b onsg
P> b ohvd Hp dp 937 oowopp ok
b 9370 of hs Wby 57 1y owhw o3
593 0b I NTE ILOY 930 Of TI0 YINE3
DYDY P0 W oD bp s o3 b o ob
™Y Qps o' o0> VYT DB ©IDD
Ddmoo b oy psers a3 v
vohs pon Y NPT Py o mo [N
Hm P> oodd 1o o ©p DN l
Dpdb ord H10p oo »p3 97D 37D b 12
P> OOp P3O Dp3 ©M3T0
> oypo b quo oppy or3 appd  owEdd
or M0 b opuyo TEwE gy roy PO
sph TEw oprwo 7h of app b sph Mphd
113750 B ED MIT03 01 0 OPW NPT
IRD™

oy b3 13730 b 3057 DWBE O r;y;
PIHY EMP MITO PR 0 Phn ST

Also, as the Gemara in
Menachos explains,* when
the pesukim in Vayikra
say, “© w5 mmnn oy that
the Torah is telling us that
when we say the pesukim of
the korbanos (and thereby
learn these pesukim), it is as
if we brought the korbanos.

Taking this further, the
Sfas Emes explains that
the famous pasuk, “opn
3y 99" has two “Ops
to represent “1mn2 5p” and “moen2 ") And we know that what
Yaakov represents is the level of “o™n %3 15m,”” no limitations,
no constrictions — total freedom. This is why we have this
parsha about dibbur during o™spn 3, to teach us that through p
we can escape our ¥ as the pasuk says in Tehillim, “ssn
™8R Therefore, during on 15, we need to be m'chazeik in
Torah and Tefillah.

This also fits in beautifully with the following Midrash that
teaches the concept of making a neder mitzvah in a time of
distress:®

6 Bereishis 27:22.

7 Gemara Shabbos 118.

8 118:5.

9 (Of course ask your LOR before doing so, this is not a psak halacha.)
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“Yaakov took a vow, saying: If G-d will be with me, and He will
keep me on this way that I go, and will give me bread to eat, and a
garment to wear” (Bereishis 28:20).

“Yaakov took a vow, saying: If G-d will be with me...and will give
me bread to eat.” It is written: “Those uttered by my lips and spoken
by my mouth when I was in distress” (Psalms 66:14) — Rabbi
Yitzhak HaBavli said: “And spoken by my mouth when I was in
distress” — as he vowed to perform a mitzva in bis time of distress.
What is “saying” It is: Saying to the generations, so they would take
vows in their time of distress.”’

So Moshe Rabbeinu gave Bnei Yisroel this parsha after forty
years of teaching them Torah in the Midbar so that they could
be zocheh to Koach HaPeh bishelaimus. And this is the tachlis,
the life mission of Man, to be m’takein Koach HaPeh. As it says

10 Bereishis Rabbah 70:1.
11 6:7.
12 Gemara Shabbos 118.

in Koheles, “me5 0 51p-52"1* We can now understand that we
have in our hands Koach HaCheirus which can save us in Eis

Tzarah.
Now tying this to Shabbos — Shabbos is called “om o3 7om"*

connecting it to what we discussed above about Yaakov Avinu.
The question is, why does Shabbos represent this, represent
freedom from any limitations? Because Shabbos opens up our
Koach HaPeh. As it says in Yeshaya, “Jyon iy 7931 nawn 2wn-on
"2 7800 Niv THIT N N5 1200 1 wATRD 1Y Nawh NN WP ol
37" on which the Gemara in Shabbos extrapolates, “m 85w
53 7maws naws Tt The question on this is why can't our
dibbur be the same on Shabbos as during the week? The answer
is because on Shabbos we have a Neshama Yeseira. The Neshama
Yeseira strengthens (perhaps doubles) our Koach HaPeh. As it
says in Parshas Bereishis, ‘i o v omn e ez mon™ and
the Targum teiches this as ‘8ot mn%” — a speaking spirit. We
see that through the kedusha of the neshama, our Koach HaPeh
is opened.

13 58:13.
14 113b.
15 2:7.
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