
The Questions
A few questions regarding the episode of the Bnos Tzelafchad in 
Parashas Pinchas:

1.	 Why did Moshe Rabbeinu 
not know the answer to 
the halachic shailah of the 
Bnos Tzelafchad? Why 
was the answer hidden 
from him?

2.	 What is the connection 
between the seemingly 
disparate topics of our 
parashah — the episode 
of the Bnos Tzelafchad; 
Hashem taking Moshe 
Rabbeinu up Har 
Avarim (and what is the 
significance of that name?); 
Moshe Rabbeinu giving 
semichah to Yehoshua; and 
the mitzvos of the korbanos 
(Tamid and Mussaf)?

Background to the Answers
Chazal explain in Bava Basra 
75a that the face of Moshe 
Rabbeinu was like the face of the sun, while the face of Yehoshua 
was like the face of the moon. The Zekeinim said regarding 
Yehoshua’s appointment as the new leader: לכלימה אוי  זו  לבושה   אוי 
 Woe the embarrassment, woe the disgrace. What does this — זו
statement mean? 

The Sfas Emes explains that Moshe Rabbeinu’s level was of the 
realm of עלמא דדכורא,  the “male” spiritual aspect, represented by 
the sun, which gives off light. This is the level of Torah Shebichsav, 
which Moshe Rabbeinu gave to Bnei Yisrael after receiving it 

from Hashem. Yehoshua, on the other hand, was of the realm 
of עלמא דנוקב , the “female” spiritual aspect, represented by the 
moon, which cannot create but can only receive light from the 

sun. This is the level of Torah 
Sheb’al Peh, which also does not 
create, but only emanates from 
drashos sourced from the Torah 
Shebichsav. 

This is also the deeper 
meaning behind the concept 
of asmachtos that we often see 
in the Gemara. They represent 
the Chachamim being someich 
— leaning on, being supported 
by — the Torah Shebichsav. 

This ties into our parashah,1 
where Hashem commanded 
Moshe Rabbeinu: ָָֽדְְך אֶֶת־�יָֽ  ֥ מַַכְְתָּ֥�� ֽ  וְְסָֽ�

ֽיו  using the same lashon as ,עָָ�לָֽ
the asmachta mentioned above. 
This represents the level of נוקבא 

דכורא מן   the female —  המקבלת 
receiving from the male.

We can now understand 
the meaning of the Gemara 

mentioned above, where the Zekeinim said regarding Yehoshua’s 
appointment, “Woe the embarrassment, woe the disgrace.” The 
Yerushalmi in Orlah2 tells us that one who eats food provided by 
another cannot look that person in the face, out of embarrassment 
at being a taker rather than a giver. The Zekeinim were lamenting 
that Bnei Yisrael were descending a level, from the level of דכורא 
— the male, who represents giving and creating — to the level 
of עלמא — the female, who represents receiving. 
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The Answers
Let us now return to our initial question: What does all this 
have to do with the Bnos Tzelafchad? The episode of Bnos 
Tzelafchad concerned the question of daughters — females — 
inheriting property from their father — a male. It is significant 
that this episode occurred shortly before Bnei Yisrael entered 
Eretz Yisrael, a monumental transition after their forty years in 
the Midbar. They were leaving the עלמא דדכורא of the Midbar and 
of the leadership of Moshe Rabbeinu, who was of that realm, 
and entering the דנוקבא  of Eretz Yisrael, under the new עלמא 
leadership of Yehoshua, who was of that realm.

We can now explain why Moshe Rabbeinu was unable to resolve 
the question of the Bnos Tzelafchad. The Midrash3 tells us that 
Hashem said to Moshe Rabbeinu regarding this episode: אֵֵין ֶ ין שֶׁ�  הַַדִּ�ִ

נִִין אוֹֹתוֹֹ ים דָּ�ָ ִ שִׁ� ה יוֹֹדֵֵעַַ הַַנָּ�ָ  This halachah that you didn’t know, women  — אַַתָּ�ָ
judged it [understood the halachah]. The Sfas Emes explains that 
Hashem was telling Moshe Rabbeinu that the matter of the 
Bnos Tzelafchad related to Bnei Yisrael entering Eretz Yisrael, 
which was a new realm — that of the female spiritual aspect. 
Since Moshe belonged to the realm of the male spiritual aspect, 
there was, as it were, a wall blocking Moshe Rabbeinu from 
entering this new realm. In other words, this question related to 
the realm of “bas,” while Moshe was of the realm of “ben.” 

This is why the Midrash mentioned above states further 
regarding the second pasuk in the fourth aliyah, where Hashem 
tells Moshe that the Bnos Tzelafchad were correct regarding the 
halachah:

אֱֱמַַר  נֶּ�ֶ ֶ נַַעַַן, שֶׁ� ְ אֶֶרֶֶץ כְּ� עַַ וְְאֶֶלְְעָָזָָר בְּ�ְ ֻ ן וְְקָָרְְבּוּ לִִפְְנֵֵי יְְהוֹֹשֻׁ� רְְדֵּ�ֵ עֵֵבֶֶר הַַיַּ�ַ טְְלּוּ בְּ�ְ נָּ�ָ ֶ ן לָָהֶֶם," שֶׁ� תֵּ�ֵ בָָר אַַחֵֵר, "נָָתֹֹן תִּ�ִ דָּ�ָ
ה ]ביד[  יאִִים לֵֵאמֹֹר ה' צִִוָּ�ָ שִׂ�ִ וְְלִִפְְנֵֵי הַַנְּ�ְ עַַ  ֻ וְְלִִפְְנֵֵי יְְהוֹֹשֻׁ� הֵֵן  ֹ קְְרַַבְְנָָה לִִפְְנֵֵי אֶֶלְְעָָזָָר הַַכֹּ� )יהושע יז, ד(: וַַתִּ�ִ
ר,  ּוּׁשׁ נוֹֹת צָָעֲֲדָָה עֲֲלֵֵי  ן )בראשית מט, כב(: בָּ�ָ ָ וֹֹּנּטְְלוֹֹת מִִיכָּ�  ֶ ה וגו'. וְְאַַף יַַעֲֲקֹֹב אָָבִִינּוּ רָָאָָה שֶׁ� ֶ אֶֶת משֶׁ�
וְְכָָאן.  אן  ָ כָּ� נוֹֹטְְלוֹֹת  נוֹֹתֶֶיךָָ  בְּ�ְ לְְיוֹֹסֵֵף  וְְאוֹֹמֵֵר  לָָאָָרֶֶץ,  נֵֵס  ָ יִִכָּ� לֹאֹ  ֶ שֶׁ� וֹֹחמָָה  ְ כְּ� ה  ֶ לְְמשֶׁ� ה  עֲֲשָׂ�ָ נַּ�ַ ֶ שֶׁ� ן,  רְְדֵּ�ֵ הַַיַּ�ַ זֶֶה 

)במדבר כז, ז(:

Another matter: “You shall surely give them” (Bamidbar 27:7) — 
they had received east of the Jordan, but approached Yehoshua and 
Elazar in the land of Canaan, as it is stated: “They approached 
before Elazar the kohen, before Yehoshua [son of Nun], and before 
the princes, saying: Hashem commanded Moshe [to give us an 
inheritance among our brethren]” (Yehoshua 17:4). Yaakov Avinu, 
too, saw that they would receive from here: “Daughters walked atop 
the wall” (Bereishis 49:22) — this is the Jordan, which became like 
a wall for Moshe, as he was not to enter the land. He was saying to 
Yosef: “Your daughters will receive from here and from there.”

The Sfas Emes explains that, as we saw above, the wall blocking 
Moshe Rabbeinu from entering Eretz Yisrael existed because it 

was in the עלמא דנוקבא, while Moshe Rabbeinu existed within the 
 .עלמא דדכורא

This same Midrash brings out the corresponding event in Sefer 
Yehoshua4 where the Bnos Tzelafchad approached Yehoshua and 
Elazar about their inheritance. The Zohar points out Yosef ’s 
br achah from Yaakov Avinu: “Daughters walked atop the wall.”5 
Rashi explains that they were walking on the wall to gaze at 
Yosef, who, of course, was the ancestor of the Bnos Tzelafchad. 
This shows that Yosef, like Moshe Rabbeinu, was of the realm 
of עלמא דדכורא. How does the pasuk in Vayechi show this? Because 
these “daughters” walking atop the wall were the complementary 
counterpart that Yosef, being of the realm of the male, needed to 
achieve his tikkun. 

The Zohar goes on to correlate this pasuk with the pasuk in 
Eishes Chayil: נָָה ָ לָּ� ֻ עַַל־כֻּ� עָָלִִית  וְְאַַתְּ�ְ  חָָיִִל  ּוּׂשׂ  עָָ נוֹֹת  בָּ�ָ וֹֹּבּת   explaining that, in ,רַַ
some sense, these “daughters walking atop the wall” represented 
the other shevatim who, unlike Yosef, were of the realm of עלמא 
 Yosef was therefore elevated above them and related to .דנוקבא
them as a male to a female, acting as the giver when they needed 
food, helping them to do teshuvah, and so forth.

Now, returning to another question we asked at the outset: 
What is the significance of the name of the mountain Hashem 
had Moshe ascend — הר העברים ? It is fitting for Moshe Rabbeinu, 
who was of the realm of עלמא דדכורא, to ascend הר העברים, which 
has the same shoresh as the word “העברת” in our parashah, found 
in the second pasuk of the fourth aliyahוְְהַַעֲֲבַַרְְתָּ�ָ אֶֶת־נַַחֲֲלַַת אֲֲבִִיהֶֶן לָָהֶֶן׃ — 
And give over the inheritance of their father to them. “Giving over” 
is a key aspect of the דדכורא  Moshe Rabbeinu was like a .עלמא 
father giving over his inheritance to his daughters.

As for the second question we asked at the outset, regarding 
the connections between the seemingly disparate topics in the 
parashah, we have already discussed the connection between 
the Bnos Tzelafchad, Har Avarim, and Moshe Rabbeinu giving 
semichah to Yehoshua. 

Regarding the giving of the mitzvos for the korbanos (in the fifth 
aliyah), the Sfas Emes cites Rashi on these pesukim, who brings 
from the Sifri that when Moshe Rabbeinu asked Hashem in 
the prior aliyah to appoint a new leader,6 Hashem responded: 
“Before you command Me regarding My children (Moshe 
requesting Hashem to appoint a leader over His children), 
command My children regarding Me.” We therefore see how 
Hashem directing Moshe to command Bnei Yisrael about the 
korbanos connects with the preceding topic of Moshe Rabbeinu 
giving semichah to Yehoshua after Hashem granted his request.
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