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Sharing the Burden
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Rav Aizik Ausband (Lekach Daas) points out that the

Rambam writes (Hilchos Bikurim 4:3) that a Levi is

chayav not only in bikurim but also in the n®»p of

0122 NWIa. Rav Ausband asks: Part of the parshah

speaks about 19 1N MY DINND NNR YN

nwp N7y, and we know that "% vVaw wasn’t part of

the mMayw — so how could a Levi say those
pesukim?

Rav Aizik answers that we learn from here the
power of y1°an oy 9ya Rwn. Even though Shevet
Levi didn’t suffer the o x¥n Tayw themselves, they
were 9192 RwN with the rest of Klal Yisrael, and if
someone is 9191 RN properly, it’s considered as if
they are experiencing the tza’ar themselves — to
the degree that Shevet Levi can rightfully say
19 0MINNN MR (see Shelah at the end of Parshas
Vayeira).

Rav Yerucham Levovitz zt”l explains that a 9pan
n9IN takes away one-sixtieth of the sick person’s
iliness, because when a person is 191N 9pan and is
912 RwN with the sick person, it’s as if he is
experiencing the 'S yn himself. As a result, part of
the gezeirah ©'nwn n that this sick person needs to
feel illness is taken over by the NN 9pan!

Every Day Anew
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Following the mitzvah of bikurim, the Torah tells us
that a person should regard the mitzvos as
something new — as if we were commanded today.
We find a similar statement regarding Torah and
Krias Shema.

The Mashgiach, Rav Yerucham Levovitz zt”| (Daas
Torah, Vayikra, pg. 210), stresses many times that
we shouldn’t underestimate the power of
haschalah. ywPWYRIN 927 DINR 20 — he explains
that the beginning is like the seed where everything
that follows it is contained. If the nwRA is strong,
then everything that follows will be strong, but if
there is something missing in the nwR", then it is
inevitable that there will be something lacking in
what follows. That is why all the mitzvos that are
nWRY — such as Shabbos, tzitzis, and bris milah —
are 912 nMNN Y3 ™D HpY, because it is really the
MWRI that is the source of everything.

The mitzvah of D01 is also a MWRY where we
bring to the wTpnn N1 the first of the new crop. By
showing, from the very beginning of the harvest,
our emunah and hakaras hatov to Hashem, we are
setting the stage to have the proper hashkafah for
the entire process that follows.

But it doesn’t end after that. 7yya y»n> oy 91
D'WTNI means that we need to approach each day
as a MWRI. Every moment is really a building block
for the next, and every moment is really a n»wxA for
what follows. Therefore, the Torah stresses that we
should treat every day as a n"wR3 and realize that
every moment is a seed that will impact our entire
future.

r
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Appreciating Yissurim

TINR MNP DINR DYDY DPYY ‘N DY YR W
RN DINR THYNY DINR TIRNY DYZY N OV 12
(40 ,n3) :AYIY NOY K3 DK TR NOTRD Y0

JYN PNV ,DRVN NHNN INI 0N - PINR DHVMN Y

(") :JoM9
The pasuk seems to say that just as Hashem rejoices
when He gives brachah to Klal Yisrael, so too He
rejoices when He brings klalos. How can that be
understood? Why would Hashem rejoice when
giving tzaros?

Rav Shamshon Refael Hirsch explains that we need
to properly understand the purpose of the klalos.
Klalos aren’t just punishments to make us suffer for
doing aveiros. When we do aveiros, it’s like a
spiritual sickness and Churban is the surgery that
roots out the disease and enables us to heal.

Punishments and klalos are given not to break us,

but to build us — to help us fix ourselves. The
ultimate purpose of the klalos is not Churban, but
binyan. This is why it’s possible to say that Hashem
rejoices when bringing klalos just as He does when
bringing brachos, because Hashem knows that
these klalos are what will build us in the future.

Rabbeinu Yonah in Shaarei Teshuvah (2:4) writes:
155 1277 2V DYWA 0N DR DTRD D2 TR
MY MYYIN IMPPINY 78Y 1D NNYIY 19 MR

noym owH mmnY Y wn. When a person has
yissurim and he is mekabel them in a way that
causes him to do teshuvah and improve, he should
be Y122 NnNW» — he should be happy about the
pain because that is what propelled him to
teshuvah and caused him tremendous benefit.
Therefore, he needs not only to accept the yissurim,
but to actually thank and praise Hashem for them!
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Stand Up for the Rosh Yeshiva

In his later years, Horav Beinish Finkel, ztz”l, the Rosh
Yeshiva of Yeshivas Mir in Yerushalayim, used to daven
Shacharis at netz at the Kosel. This was his practice on
Shabbos as well, after which he would return to join the
yeshiva for krias haTorah and Mussaf.

Reb Beinish made a point of entering the Mirrer beis
medrash precisely as the yeshiva minyan reached the
Kedushah of Shacharis, so that no one would be permitted
tointerrupt their prayers to stand up for him as he entered.

Rav Beinish constantly fled from kavod, employing clever
methods throughout his life to avoid receiving honor. As a
young yungerman immediately after his chasunah, he
informed his father and father-in-law that he did not need
the financial support that both sides had promised to give
the young chosson and kallah.

Instead, he learned in kollel during the day and took a
humble job as a night watchman in an ice factory. (In the
days before modern refrigerators, large blocks of ice were
delivered in the early morning to keep food cool
throughout the day.) He preferred working through the
night just to support himself quietly and avoid relying on
anyone else.

Talking During the Drashah

A rav was delivering a drashah in a large beis medrash in

Eretz Yisrael. The crowd was listening respectfully,

thoroughly enjoying his inspiring words.

However, two men seated in the back of the room were
whispering to each other throughout the entire speech,
which disturbed the rav.

After the lecture concluded, the crowd came forward to

thank the rav, and those two men approached him as well.

The rav looked at them and asked gently, “Did you manage
to hear anything? | noticed you were speaking the entire
time.”

One of the men politely explained, “My friend here speaks
only English. He asked me to sit next to him so | could
quietly translate the rav’s drashah for him as you spoke.”

Eishes Chayil

The following tale illustrates what it means to be truly
invested in the mitzvah of tzedakah.

There was once a Jew in Vilna who took a great interest in
local history. In the course of his research, he would often
visit the old cemetery of Vilna to read the inscriptions on
the tombstones.

One day, he came across two adjacent graves. According to
the inscriptions, the two men were brothers — both
talmidei chachamim and extraordinary ba‘alei tzedakah.
Strangely, there was a single pasuk from Eishes Chayil
divided between their matzeivos. The inscription began on
one tombstone with the words, Kapah parsah I'ani (She
extended her palm to the poor), while the conclusion of
the verse, v’yadeha shilchah I'evyon (and she stretched out
her hand to the pauper), was inscribed on the second.

The man was puzzled. What was the significance of this
pasuk, and why was it divided between two tombstones?
Furthermore, verses from Eishes Chayil are used almost
exclusively as praise for women. Convinced there must be
a story behind the unusual inscription, he sought out one
of the elders of the Vilna community. The old man indeed
had a remarkable story to share.

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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These two brothers were once wealthy and highly
respected Torah scholars who were renowned for
dispensing

however, their fortunes took a turn for the worse, and their

immense sums to tzedakah. Eventually,

businesses began to fail.

The Beis Din of Vilna decided to investigate why two such
exemplary individuals had suffered financial ruin. They
summoned the brothers and reviewed their financial
conduct over the previous years. After a thorough inquiry,
the court discovered only one deviation from standard
practice: halachah dictates (Kesubos 50a) that a person
should not give away more than a fifth of his wealth to
charity, yet the brothers had continually exceeded this
limit. Their only "fault" was that they gave too much
tzedakah!

To protect the brothers from complete destitution, the
dayanim decided to take control of their finances. From
that point on, anyone seeking a donation was instructed to
go to a court-appointed administrator who managed the
brothers” accounts.

The poor continued to knock on the brothers' door, but the
brothers faithfully directed them to the administrator. This
often led to heartfelt protests from the destitute. “We've
been to him already,” they would cry, “but he is not nearly
as generous as you were. We cannot feed our children on
what the administrator gives us!”

The brothers felt their pain deeply, but having no access to
their funds, they began giving away their personal
belongings instead. Item by item, they gave away
everything of value in their homes, even their fine silver

tableware.

Finally, when another pauper approached them for help,
they searched their empty house and found only one
remaining item of value: a single silver spoon. Unable to

turn the man away empty-handed, they broke the spoon
in two. One brother gave the bowl of the spoon (kapa), and
the other gave the handle (yad), thereby fulfilling the
mitzvah of tzedakah together one last time.

When these two tzaddikim passed away, the community
chose to memorialize this extraordinary act on their
matzeivos. On one tombstone, they inscribed Kapah
parsah I'ani, and on the other, v’yadeha shilchah I'evyon—
alluding to the spoon's bowl and handle that two devoted
brothers had broken in half to help a fellow Jew.

The Jacket

The following story took place a few years ago:

One morning in a beis medrash after Shacharis, a man
approached a wealthy acquaintance and said, “My
daughter's chasunah is next week, and | don’t have the
money to pay for the hall, the caterer, or the musicians.
I've been trying to secure a loan, but so far | haven't
succeeded. Could you lend me ten thousand dollars?”

The wealthy man actually had ten thousand dollars in cash
at home, which he had set aside for his own child's
upcoming wedding. He kept the money tucked inside the
pocket of an old jacket stored in his basement. Technically,
he had the funds available, but he gave the hesitant
response that people often give: “l don’t know. Maybe. I'll
see what | can do. Call me later...”

As he was driving home, however, he put himself in the
other father’s shoes. He felt deep compassion for him—
facing a wedding in just a week with no funds—and
decided to be moser nefesh to help him.

He went straight down to his basement to retrieve the
cash, but the jacket was gone!

CHAYEINﬂwee li lys‘lmhlms Inspiration
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Trembling, he asked his wife if she knew where it was. She

innocently told him that she had thrown it in the trash the
day before because it was old and no longer being used;
she had no idea there was money inside.

Fortunately, the garbage had not yet been collected. He
rushed outside, searched the bins, and was able to recover
his jacket with the cash completely intact.

He realized that by deciding to help another person, he
had actually helped himself. Had he not resolved to lend
the money that morning, he never would have realized the
jacket was missing until it was far too late to retrieve it.

Feeding a Hungry Person

A story is told of a man who came to shul on time every
morning to daven with a minyan. One day, he did not show
up. When asked afterward what had happened, he replied,
“A hungry person needed food, so | had to stay and feed
him!”

Puzzled, people wondered: What hungry person goes
around looking for food before Shacharis?

The man smiled and explained that his baby had woken up
hungry and his wife was unavailable to feed him at that
moment. The baby, too, was a “hungry person,” and the
father did the right thing by staying home to care for his
child.

To Save a Jew

How deeply Rav Aryeh Levin cared for those condemned
to death by the British — and how far he was willing to go
in his efforts to save them — is illustrated by the following
story (told by Reb Aryeh to Yitzhak Agassi of lIsrael’s
Ministry of the Interior):

One of the underground fighters, a young man from
Yerushalayim, was captured by the British and sentenced
to death. Time was desperately short. Reb Aryeh made his
way to the official residence of the British High
Commissionerto plead for the boy’s life. The sentries at the
gate, however, refused to let him enter, as he had no
official appointment.

What could he do? Reb Aryeh thought for a moment and
reached a bold decision. He walked a distance down the
road and waited. How long he waited, no one knows, but
at last, his patience was rewarded. He saw the High
Commissioner emerge from his residence and enter his
limousine, prepared to be driven off with an escort of
attendants.

Without hesitation, Reb Aryeh stepped into the middle of
the road. In full view of the chauffeur, he threw himself
onto the ground, stretching out full length directly in the
limousine’s path!

The chauffeur’s reflexes were sharp; slamming on the
brakes, the heavy car screeched to a halt just inches away.

In shock and alarm, the High Commissioner and his
entourage rushed out of the vehicle. “What happened?!”
they asked. “Are you hurt, Rabbi? Were you hit?”

Regaining his composure, Reb Aryeh explained through an
interpreter why he had been forced to take such drastic
measures. He described his cold reception by the sentries
and his desperate plea for the life of the condemned youth
scheduled for execution.

Deeply moved by the elderly rabbi's sheer self-sacrifice,
the High Commissioner issued an official order that very
day sparing the young man's life.

Compiled by Tzvi Schultz chinuchchaburah@gmail.com.

Details of stories have not been confirmed.

CHAYEI Nﬂwe e h lys'lmhlms Inspiration
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BABA SALI - Part 2

Rav Yisroel Abuchatzeirah
(1890-1984)

At a seudah that began in the afternoon, Baba Sali spoke
at length as daylight faded. The town’s electricity,
powered by a generator that shut down early, was
expected to go out, and the guests grew uneasy. Calmly,
he assured them, “The lights will not go out,” and
continued speaking. When the cleaners began clearing
away dishes in anticipation of darkness, he gently
stopped them. “Didn’t I tell you the lights will not go out?”
The seudah concluded late, the cleanup was completed
— and only then did the city lights suddenly shut off. As
he left, Baba Sali quietly remarked, “If you think there was
a miracle, you are mistaken — the watchman simply fell
asleep.”

The Arabs revered the Baba Sali, coming to him for
brachos. When he hosted seudos and invited the public,
the Arabs would attend, sitting at special tables outdoors,
hoping to glimpse the holy man of their city.

Once, a cruel and feared governor attended a seudah
where Baba Sali was present. As he extended his hand to
be kissed, the Rav refused — and publicly rebuked him for
his wicked conduct. The guests were certain revenge
would follow. Days later, the governor was struck by a
mysterious, life-threatening illness that no doctor could
cure. Realizing he had angered Baba Sali, his family
begged the Rav’s pardon and promised he would change
his ways. Forgiven, the governor quickly recovered — and
from then on became a devoted admirer of Rav Yisrael.

Rav Avraham Sabag, Baba Sali’'s shamash in Morocco for
ten years, described an avodah beyond nature. Every
morning at 4 a.m., before Shacharis, Baba Sali immersed
in the mikvah — even in winter, when the water froze and

a hole had to be cut through the ice. Rav Avraham would
walk ahead with a kerosene lamp, descending some 80
steps to the deep underground well, calling out each
number while the Baba Sali focused on their mystical
significance. One morning, Rav Avraham lost count and
quietly corrected himself. In the pre-dawn darkness, Baba
Sali suddenly said, “It seems to me that you made a
mistake in the numbers.” Even without a word spoken,
nothing escaped him.

Under no circumstances did the Baba Sali forgo his daily
immersion. The path to the mikvah was dangerous. It
passed through a field that, at certain times of the year,
was infested with poisonous snakes and reptiles. “There
were times | feared for my life,” Rav Avraham admitted.
“I confessed this to the Rav. He would reassure me, saying
perhaps they were sent by Hashem. In time, | became
accustomed to them, and they no longer frightened me.”
The tevillah itself was accompanied by profound
kabbalistic meditations. After returning home, Baba Sali
would daven Shacharis with a select minyan. He was
particular about who was permitted to join. For example,
he did not allow anyone who shaved to daven in his
minyan.

Following Shacharis, he would learn uninterrupted for
hours. He frequently fasted. If not fasting, he would eat a
small amount before returning to his seforim. He would
then receive the first of the hundreds who came daily to
seek his counsel and brachos. From early morning, people
waited outside his home. He often invited them to eat
and drink, and it was not uncommon for entire groups to
join him for a seudah in the afternoon.

CHAYEINaweeh lyﬁlmhlnm Inspiration
8



Rav Avraham was frequently sent to purchase supplies.

At times, Baba Sali would request fruits or vegetables
that were nowhere to be found in the market during that
season. At first, Rav Avraham was tempted to protest
that such items were unavailable. But he soon learned
that whatever the Baba Sali desired would somehow
appear.

Baba Sali sometimes fasted from Motzei Shabbos until
erev Shabbos, eating nothing day or night. He also fasted
on erev Rosh Chodesh (Yom Kippur Katan) and usually on
Mondays and Thursdays. On Shabbos and Yom Tov, his
table was crowded with guests — many of them poor but
learned. Though the meals in his home were elaborate,
he rarely partook. He abstained entirely from meat and
subsisted on simple vegetables.

Baba Sali slept only two or three hours per night. The
remainder of his time was devoted to communal
responsibilities, study, and those who sought his
brachos. Nightly he would rise to recite Tikkun Chatzos
and continue studying with such intensity that he was
oblivious to surrounding noise.

At the Pesach Seder, he sat at the head of the table in
white garments, majestic as an angel. On Chanukah, the
lighting of the menorah was accompanied by lengthy
sacred meditations. On Tisha B’Av, when reciting Kinnos,
his voice trembled with grief. He wept as though
mourning a loved one. Hearing his sobs, others would
gather and sit upon the floor in mourning.

He frequently spoke of his grandfather, Rav Yaakov
Abuchatzeirah, referring to him reverently as “Sidnah,
Rebbe Yaakov.” On his grandfather’s hillulah, he
prepared a regal seudah and used his grandfather’s
golden cup.

When Rav Avraham, his shammash, entered a year of
mourning for his father, he informed the Baba Sali that
he could not partake in meals outside his home. Baba Sali
responded: “First of all, my house is your house.
Secondly, eating here is part of your work. And third —
and most importantly — whatever you eat is in honor of
my holy grandfather, Rav Yaakov. You have nothing to
fear.”

All who entered his chambers with heavy hearts left filled
with hope. He listened patiently for hours. The learned
and the needy received financial support. Many brought
kvittlach — money given with requests for brachos. Yet
Baba Sali did not accept money from everyone. When he
did accept funds, he carefully separated and designated
each packet. Once, a delegation of prominent French
Jews came to meet him. To Rav Avraham’s
astonishment, Baba Sali refused to see them — twice.
Offended, they went to the governor to demand
intervention.

The governor replied, “lI certainly do not have the
impudence to tell this holy man what to do.” Baba Sali
explained his refusal: “They wish me to bless them and
will give money for it. But | know where their money
comes from — and it is forbidden.” Eventually, he agreed
to see them. After hosting them generously, one of the
men placed a large sum of money on the table. Baba Sali
said, “l cannot accept money tainted by chillul Shabbos.”
The group admitted they owned a restaurant open on
Shabbos. Baba Sali told them that if they closed on
Shabbat, he would accept their money and bless them
with success. They agreed. He returned part of the
money to them as a blessing and distributed the rest to
the poor.
To be continued... Reprinted with permission
from “The Weekly Vort” by E. Kaplan
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PARSHA CHALLENGE

RaN D NvI9

1. Which 12 consecutive 0109 in this week’s nw19 start and end with the
same letters.

2. In what instance is someone 7PN to eat »w qwyn (in ©¥OWYY) but still
allowed to eat "M n or any other Ywyn?

3. List three instances when there is a M~ to recount D8N NNONO,
a. List two instances in the "7 N where we find a Yid recounting nxos
oM¥n to am.!

4. Where in this week’s nv19 does it use the word ©>mo2a?
a. Where in the N7 do we find 0192 referred to with such a w5??
b. Which two man does the N actually call 70> 1527? 3

5. I can mean to destroy,
| can mean to remove,
| can mean to eat,
| am used twice in this week’s nv9,
The two occurrences are one P09 apart,
Each time with a different meaning.
Who am I?

6. He and | are brothers
We predominantly feature in 92752 990 and ©»27 790.
Whilst only | make an appearance in mwxI2 999,
We are both mentioned in this week's nv99
Who are we?  Submitted by A. Pollak

Need a hint?

! The second instance is in npN NYI9
? Both are in mnw 790

* Both are mi1p

10




Twelve opmos start with 9 x and end with yax. (8-10 ,19)

If a person is an M. In this week’s nwA9 it says - (19,19) 719010 M2 NI N9 (An WX is a
person whose immediate relative died but he wasn’t buried yet.) which is referring to
»v qwyn but there is no such Mo x by other mawyn and nnmn. (See »vvA)

DN NNOYY NPT, DINN NNOY N9D and by 003,
a. 1) nwntorm
2) In npn nwro when Sxaw 595 wanted to pass to through oy1x’s land nwn sent a
messenger to D)TX 791 and he recounts DN NN - NHY 131 PYXI A IPNIAX TPV
(10,2) "N TNON.

It doesn’t
b. In (v,33) Dvawn and (12,75) NwN > it says TRNTN 152 MWK
c. 1) Themy - (1,3 XIp”) D152 NNIN 2PN DN.
2) The onbn »nv — (3,52 XIP*) D220 ONY

| can mean to destroy, - NHBN Y2
| can mean to remove, - AN D YTIPN MNIya
| can mean to eat, - NHOVIA NNN SNV NO

| am used twice in this week’s nwn9,

The two occurrences are one P09 apart,

Each time with a different meaning.

Who am I? -oNya

Next week....

Last week’s Riddle:

Upon three different occasions | tried to stop them, - To enslave them in 0’80, to curse them and

to cause them to VN with the axm Nna

My ability was second to none, - to curse others
| had a companion with whom a 0y happened, - my donkey
| will be used as an answer in the end of days. - that the © also had a N>2) (see 1,29 P2 NwA9 rwA)

| am mentioned in this week’s nvA9.
Who am I? - byYa

NOMN 12 3709 ,NND YN 12 PRD PYY NTHIR NDY NN
9133090 TOION 12 TIT PNYY N7V APY TIT N2 N2 1572 ,97F DNIAN 12 DIRY I7YD
For questions, to subscribe or to sponsor a Parsha Challenge, send an email to parshachallenge@gmail.com
MMNY NMN 9O
Sponsorships Available
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CHAYEINY Pischei Parsha — Ki Savo
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RIDDLES

After one brings bikurim, a bas kol emanates and gives him a beracha: “You should be able to bring
bikurim again next year!”* When else do we do a mitzvah, and receive a beracha, “You should be able
to do this again!”?

A good and a bad malach escort a person home from shul on Leil Shabbos. If his home is prepared in honor of
Shabbos, the good malach announces, “It should be this way next Shabbos!” and the bad malach has to
answer “Amein.”

Contemplating the k’lalos which are described in the end of Parshas Ki Savo can awaken us to the
need for teshuva. How can we become motivated towards teshuva by exercising the middah of hakaras
hatov, which is mentioned in the beginning of the parsha?

When one considers how much good he has received from Hashem, he will begin to deeply regret any action
or decision which ignored his constant Benefactor.® In preparation for Rosh HaShanna, we read Parshas Ki
Savo, which reminds us of the unfortunate events which transpired, but also draws our attention to all of the
chesed which we received from Hashem — each of which inspires us to improve.*

Bnei Yisrael were instructed to answer, “Amein,” upon hearing the curses at Har Gerizim and Har
Eival.® If one davens weekday shacharis with a minyan, about how many “Amein” opportunities does
he encounter in a single year?

About 20,000! (By my count — what number did you come up with?)

There are 12 arurim (curses) listed for those who don’t keep the mitzvos. Take a look — how many of
them does one risk when speaking lashon hara?
e “Arur makeh rei’eihu basaser’ — “Cursed is one who strikes his friend in secrecy”® refers to one who
speaks lashon hara, which is spoken privately, and hurts.’
When one speaks lashon hara, he violates the prohibition of, “Lifnei iveir lo siten michshol,” by “tripping
up his friend” and causing him to listen to lashon hara. One who does so incurs, “Arur mashgeh iveir
badarech” — “cursed is one who misleads the blind.”
If one recklessly speaks lashon hara, he incurs, “Arur asher lo yakim es divrei HaTorah hazos la’asos
osam,”*® which includes anyone who rejects a portion of the Torah.
If one speaks lashon hara about his parents, he also encounters, “Arur makleh aviv viimo,
one who denigrates his parents.*?
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If we keep the mitzvos, everyone will see that, “Sheim Hashem nikra alecha” — Hashem’s name is on
us.’® What halacha is based on this pasuk?

One’s tefillin shel rosh, which bear the name of Hashem, should be worn visibly.14 In fact, the roshei teivos of,
“x71 i nw” spell “pw,” the letter which is visible on the outside of the tefillin shel rosh!™

Hashem promises that if we follow the mitzvos, we will be “L’rosh” (a head), and not “L’zanav” (a
tail).® In what situation is it actually better to be a tail?

Chazal tell us that it is better to the be a, “zanav la’arayos” (tail of a lion), rather than be a, “rosh I'shualim”
(head of a fox).'" It is better for one to associate with good and wise people from whom he can learn, even
though he will be the “lowest” among the group, rather than serve as the leader of people who will negatively
influence him.*® Being such a “tail” should in no way hurt one’s self esteem: if one tries to grab the tail of a lion,
he ";’J” quickly realize that it is very much part of the lion! However, the most important part of a fox is still just a
fox!

How can one get a second mitzvah, every time he does a mitzvah?
If he does it with simcha, the simcha itself is an additional mitzvah.?®

If you have a limited amount of money, and you need to choose between enhancing your own simcha
in a mitzvah, or providing simcha for others who are less fortunate, which takes priority?
There is no such case: the greatest simcha for oneself is providing for those who are in need.?

Bnei Yisrael often upset Moshe by complaining. Name a time when he was happy that they
complained.

At the end of the 40 years in the midbar, Moshe gave a Sefer Torah to Shevet Levi. Bnei Yisrael complained,
“We all received the Torah at Har Sinai, and maybe one day Shevet Levi will claim that the Torah was only
given to t2r12em!” Upon hearing this, Moshe was happy, and understood that Bnei Yisrael were attached to
Hashem.

JUST CURIOUS

If a kohein brings a korban on my behalf, and it later turns out that due to his lineage he is not allowed
to function as a kohein, did my korban count?

We are told to bring bikurim to, “The kohein who will be in those days.” If in those days — when the korban was
brought — he was assumed to be a kohein, the korban is kosher.?®

When thanking Hashem while bringing bikurim, we recall, “Arami oveid avi, vayeired Mitzrayimah” —
“Lavan tried to destroy my father Yaakov?*, and he went down to Mitzrayim.” In what way did Lavan
cause us to go to Mitzrayim?

Lavan began a chain-reaction: through exposure to Lavan, Yaakov absorbed the negative attitude of seeking
to be settled while still in olam hazeh, and thus attempted, “leisheiv b’shalva,” to settle calmly in Eretz Yisrael.
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We were told to set up large stones on the western side of the Yarden, and to write the Torah on
them.* Imagine a completely unrolled Sefer Torah — how did they fit all those words on these stones?
e They were instructed to write only a list of the mitzvos.*
e They wrote the whole Torah, on very large stones, or through a neis.*

It is a serious aveirah to belittle one’s parents.*’ If one acts and speaks to his parents with kavod, but
he thinks lowly of them, is that a problem?
Part of the mitzvah of kibbud av v’eim is to think of one’s parents as great, honorable people.®®

Bnei Yisrael were instructed that upon arriving in Eretz Yisrael, they should stand on Har Gerizim and
Har Eival, and answer “Amein” to the 11 arurim (curses) which are expressed regarding those who do
certain aveiros. Of the 365 aveira-options, why did these 11 make the list? Do they have something in
common?

While the beis din can punish aveiros which are performed publically, this list describes aveiros which are
typically performed privately, without others realizing.*® They are performed by outwardly respectable
individuals who covertly destroy society, and are thus left to the jurisdiction of Hashem’s berachos and kelalos.
The list thus includes: one who seems righteous, but privately worships avodah zara and denies Hashems
control of the world;* one who outwardly respects his parents, but inwardly mocks them:* one who has a
reputation of honesty, but secretly encroaches on his friends property;** one who preaches concern for the
unfortunate, but takes advantage of their ignorance, undetected;* one who humbles himself in front of great
people, but ignores his social obligations to the needy;* one who projects his honorable status, yet privately
indulges in forbidden relationships;*> one who would never be expected to physically harm another, but
gossips about others in a way that undermines their success, causes them anxiety, and degrades them;*® one
who is appointed to a position of power, but uses it to take advantage of others;*’ and finally, one who fulfills
his personal obligations, but declines to protest when others in his environment aren’t faithful to the Torah.*® *°

11 of the 12 arurim (curses) are each separated by a sesumah (a gap of blank parchment). However,
there is no gap separating, “Arur mateh mishpat...” which describes someone who rules unjustly and
harms a helpless person, and, “Arur shocheiv im eishes aviv,” which begins a set of pesukim which

provide guidelines to have a family built on holiness.*® Why is this the single exception?

One may admit that “social” aveiros harm society, yet justify that having a spiritually unhealthy family isn’t such

a big deal. Alternatively, one may feel that holiness is important, but the realm of bein adam lachaveiro can be

ignored. To demonstrate that both attitudes are flawed, the Torah begins the list of arurim with issues related to
bein adam lachaveiro, interrupts the list to describe matters of holiness, and then returns to the original theme,
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thus demonstrating their equal significance. To highlight this, at the very spot where the list transitions between
the topics, the pesukim flow together completely, without even a small gap between them.**

Hashem promises that if we follow the mitzvos, He will send us beracha, “V’hisigucha,” “It will catch
you.” Are we running away from berachos such that they must catch us?

Typically, a person becomes excited by even a minor financial gain. However, when he is absorbed with Torah
thoughts, his mind rises above such petty concerns. Hashem promises that we will be given such tremendous
beracha that even when a person is preoccupied with Torah and “fleeing” involvement in olam hazeh, the
beracha will be so big that it will “catch” even his attention.>®

We are told that the punishments that are described in the tochachah will befall us if we fail to serve
Hashem, “B’simcha u’ve’tuv levav—with joy and good-heartedness.”** What does it mean to have a
“good heart”?
Regarding the advice of the Tanna Rebbe Elazar ben Arach, that one should develop a “lev tov—good
heart,”® the commentaries offer various definitions of this term:

e Generally good middos.*®

e Patience, the avoidance of anger, and the ability to respond pleasantly in all circumstances.”’

e Constant joy and the preparedness to perform good for others.*®

Pirkei Avos lists 48 prerequisites which are needed in order to acquire Torah, including, “Learning,
listening, speaking clearly, understanding, etc.”>* Why does this list include “simcha”? Happiness is a
study tactic?

One can learn more in one hour of happy learning, than he can in many hours of sad learning. Also, Hashem
enjoys the Torah, so we should too!®

IN YOUR OPINION

Have you ever seen someone narrowly escape injury — but only you noticed, and the person had no
idea?

When one brings bikurim, he declares his thanks to Hashem, thereby demonstrating that he, “Isn’t denying the
good he received.”® However, it's hard to say that he is truly makir tov — recognizes the good — in a positive
sense, because none of us actually notice all of it. We are constantly protected from danger, without ever
realizing!®?

Often, people say, “Oh, thank you so much!” without really meaning it. Maybe it’s better to feel hakaras
hatov and express it with action, but say nothing. What do you think?

Even after a person expresses hakaras hatov by brining bikurim, he still has to verbally express it. If a person
doesn’t say, “Thank you,” he risks ruining his entire sense of hakaras hatov.®
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CHAYEINY

Weekly

Shabbhos Inspiration

Yossi Ross

A Life of Truth

Stories from our tzadikim on thriving through adversity

7NAN' YN NIVl

Reb Dovid and his son Yankeleh enjoyed an uplifting trip
to Eretz Yisrael, but now, at last, they were riding in a
taxi to the airport to catch their flight home. They ran
into some traffic.

“Ta, do you think we’re going to make our plane?”

“l1 hope so,” his father responded. “Let me ask the
driver. Ah — slichah — adoni — mah habaayah? Ma-du-
a yeish — ah pkak tnuah, uh, you — you understand
what I’'m saying? Attah meivin?”

In English, the driver responded, “Speak. English.” Then,
he told them that, no, it was not an accident; it was mei
bi’'uv. Workers were fixing a sewer backup; meanwhile,
they had closed the road.

Would they make their flight?? The driver simply
shrugged and said, “I don’t know, | don’t have ruach
hakodesh.”

Well, they would just have to be patient. Yankeleh’s
father seemed relaxed enough. Touring Eretz Yisrael, he
had been a virtual wellspring of stories about everything
the two of them had seen. Naturally, now that they
were sitting in traffic, Yankeleh commented, “Don’t tell
me that a backed-up sewer reminds you of a story of a
tzaddik?"

With a twinkle in his eye, his father replied, “Actually, it
does remind me of a story — not about a sewer, but
about the people who worked cleaning the sewer in the
town of Sokleka: Haman and his ten sons...” Regretfully,
Reb Dovid looked down. “I really shouldn’t have said
that.”

Yankeleh raised his eyebrows, and in a voice full of
wonder asked, “Haman??”

And so, his father explained. “There was a Yid. His real
name was Isaac, but the shtetl Yidden called him Haman
— which they had no right to do.”

For a moment, Yankeleh’s eyes furrowed. Finally, he
asked, “Why did they call him Haman?”

“Well, he had ten sons, and Haman had ten sons. Of
course, that’s not a reason to call someone Haman, but
their job was to clean the sewers, and they were a rough
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type of people and were unpleasant to be around

The odor of the roadwork being done wafted towards
them, and Yankeleh held his nose. “Uh, | could imagine
what they smelled like.”

“Yes,” nodded Reb Dovid.

Suddenly, Yankeleh tapped his father. “I know why
people may have called him Haman: because Haman's
daughter dumped the sewage on Haman’s head!”

His father smiled. “Good point. Still, even though Isaac
and his sons were rather rough, they should not have
called him Haman. Though, besides for the fact that
their clothing didn’t have the... eh, nicest fragrance,
their choice of words wasn’t always the nicest either.
They didn’t speak very eidel and nice. Besides, the chush
hareiyach is very important to a tzaddik. When the
Gemara asks, ‘Mordechai min haTorah minayin,” Chazal
answer with the pasuk ‘mor dror,” which is a kind of
besamim. The sense of smell is very important to
tzaddikim. Unfortunately, with Isaac and his ten sons, it
was a different kind of besamim that you smelled.”

“But Ta, somebody has to clean the sewers when they
back up.”

“That’s true. It was not a reason to make fun of them.
But they really did not talk nice. You know, you can
change or wash your clothes, but your mouth is a lot
harder to wash! Unfortunately, everyone besides for
the Rav made fun of Isaac and his sons. The Rav tried
very hard to be mekareiv Isaac, and he yelled at the
people, ‘You're not allowed to call anyone Haman! The
Gemara says if you are mechaneh sheim I’chaveiro, if
you make fun of a friend by calling him a name, you can
lose your cheilek in Olam Haba! The people ought to
thank Haman... | mean, uh, b-b-lsaac — for — for
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keeping the town clean!” Maybe the Rav’s mussar
worked a little bit, but that’s how it was.”

“Isaac was a huge man, his face always seemed to be
flaming red, and he had a big red beard. His children
were also huge. One of his sons was named Gimple, and
again, they shouldn’t have made fun of him by calling
him a name, but everyone called him Vayzasa, like one
of Haman’s sons. He was the tallest of all of them. But
Ill tell you, my son, there was one day during the year
that everybody was mechabeid Isaac and his ten sons.”

Yankeleh giggled. “Was that the day that the sewers
backed up?”

“No, no, no,” exclaimed Reb Dovid, “it was Purim! On
Purim, it was their job to make everyone happy. There
was a play every single year in that town.”

Yankeleh’s eyes narrowed. “And I'll bet they used to
fight for the different parts in the play, and probably
nobody wanted to fight with Isaac and his ten sons.”

Reb Dovid squeezed his son’s hand. “No, no, no. Not at
all. There was no fight at all, my son. Everyone had the
same part every single year. Moshe Yankel the shamash
used to put a paper crown on his head and he would be
Achashveirosh. He was king over a hundred and twenty-
seven brooms. Chaim Hersh the melamed was
Mordechai HaYehudi!”

Yankeleh smiled. “Just like Mordechai used to learn with
the small children!”

“That’s right!” his father exclaimed. “He tried to dress
up like Mordechai. He would put his bekeshe on
backwards, and he would put a funny pair of glasses on
his nose.”

Reb Dovid noticed that Yankeleh seemed to be
wondering about something. Finally, Yankeleh asked,
“Who got the job to be Haman?” Then he chapped
himself. “Uh oh. | guess | should figure that out myself.”

“That’s right!” exclaimed his father. “Isaac was Haman,
and his ten sons were...”

Yankeleh finished off, “...the ten sons of Haman. And
who — who — like, led the play?”

“Um, Vayzasa... | — | mean, uh, Gimple. You know, the
Yidden had a lot of tzaros in those times, and Purim

really kept them going. The Purim play was very special
for all the children in the town. From Rosh Chodesh
Adar, they were already building a huge stage for it.
They would make new grammen and songs every year,
and Vayzasa was in charge. Woe to anyone who made a
mistake practicing. Oh! Vayzasa would get very angry!
Sometimes Vayzasa together with his brothers would
cover themselves with a sheet and disguise themselves
as a huge dog! Everyone would stand up when they
came in, and Vayzasa would give a tremendous bark!”

Yankeleh looked confused. “Doesn’t it say, Father, you
shouldn’t call people names?”

Reb Dovid apologized. “Uh — oh, yes, yes. Uh, | mean,
Gimple barked loud, and let me tell you, it was a
frightening sight! Every cat in town took off!”

Yankeleh had a distant look in his eyes. “You know,
Father, sometimes | wish that | lived in those days.
Everything was so much more fun then. You didn’t have
to sit like us in traffic jams.”

Reb Dovid relaxed in his seat, stretched out a bit, and
finally said, “Let me tell you something: throughout
galus, things were never easy. Maybe we have to worry
about traffic jams, but they had to worry about things
that were a lot more serious — like pogroms!”

“Pogroms?” Yankeleh repeated.

“Yes. Attacks on the Yidden. There were terrible groups
of wild bandits who roamed from town to town
attacking Yidden, killing and murdering without mercy.
When the Yidden would hear that they were coming,
they would run for their lives. Oh! A pathetic sight
indeed! Men, women, and children running! Just
running! They didn’t even know where they were
running to; they just had to get away from the town.
When the pogroms started, anyone seen in the streets
could be killed. Those drunken bandits would go from
house to house and take anything they saw. They would
start huge fires and raze the entire town to the ground.
If the Yidden were lucky, they came back alive, only to
find that all their possessions had been plundered, and
their poor little ghetto houses had been burnt to the
ground!”
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Yankeleh exclaimed, “Oy vey! | think I'd rather just be
stuck in a traffic jam. Couldn’t the Yidden call the
police?”

“The police?? The
government would let the pogromers know that the

Reb Dovid chuckled gravely.

police would be nowhere to be found. Anyway, up until
that time, this little hamlet had been spared, but that
year, the people already got wind that attackers were
coming. There was little joy that Purim. They came to
shul and read the Megillah quickly. Everyone had
already packed bags and was ready to run. Despite the
terror, they practiced for the play. They hoped that the
rumors were wrong. Moshe Yankel was in the shul
preparing his crown when suddenly he heard terrible
shouts and the sound of broken glass! His wife came into
the shul screaming and crying! ‘Moshe Yankel! They’re
here! They’re attacking Yidden all over the place! Run!
Run for your lifel’” Moshe Yankel dropped his paper
crown and started running. The poor melamed came
running with his backwards bekeshe, threw off the
funny glasses from his nose, and ran to get his wife and
children. All you heard were terrible shouts: the shouts
of the attackers screaming, holding burning torches, and
the shouts of women and children crying.”

Yankeleh’s face was white. “Yikes, Ta!” he exclaimed.
“I’'m really getting nervous!”

“Trust me, you weren’t as nervous as the Yidden in that
town were. The pogromer chief gave his orders...

“\We are going to finish off these Jews! They won’t get
away!’ he yelled, roaring in laughter! ‘Moishkoff!’

“Yes, boss.’

“we

Go to the east gate and make sure that no Jews escape
through that entranceway!’

“Moishkoff looked confused. ‘Which way is east?’
“'Right! You klutz!’
““Which way is right?’

“That way! Don’t you know the difference between
your right hand and your left hand!V’

“Moishkoff stammered, ‘Eh, uh, uh, sometimes | get it
right, sometimes wrong. Uh, it’s like half and half.’

“‘No!!V roared the boss, and he continued giving orders.
‘Barshusky! Go to the western gate,” he ordered,
laughing maliciously. ‘Make sure that any Jew who tries
to escape doesn’t make it through alive! We will give
these Jews a Purim, ha ha ha, that they will remember
forever! We will give them a Purim trip to the moon!
Attack, men! Attack! | don’t want a single Jew to remain
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alive

Yankeleh was trembling. “Ta! This is horrible! What
happened?!”

His father answered, “All the Yidden were rounded up
and pushed into the shul. The bandit boss continued
yelling.

“‘Now! | will give you a fiery Purim!” he bellowed,
laughing thunderously. ‘Men! Are you sure all the Jews
are in the synagogue?!V’

“Moishkoff answered, ‘Yes. | think so!’

“‘Very well! Let us lock the doors! We will set fire to the
synagogue and watch the Jews go up in smoke!’

“Inside the shul, the Rav got up to speak. ‘Morai
v’rabosai, if this is the ratzon Hashem, then we have to
be ready to be mekabel the gzeirah with simchah and
ahavah! Let us all say Viduy and Shema Yisrael! Perhaps
the fact that we were zocheh to leave this world on
Purim will be a zechus for our neshamos. It is a holy
day!”

Yankeleh exclaimed, “Oh no, Father! Was every single
Yid in the shul?”

His father answered, “Just about everyone. Let me tell
you something: it was a pathetic sight, all the little
kinderlach dressed in their Purim costumes, standing
and crying next to their crying mothers and fathers. The
screaming attackers were standing outside holding the
torches...

“‘/Alright, Boritchkoff!” the boss hollered. ‘What are you
looking at?! Light this building!’
“Boritchkoff looked scared. ‘But, uh — Boss! Look! Look

what’s coming down the road!!’

“‘What are you talking about? What’s coming down the
road?!
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“Ten monsters!’ yelled Boritchkoff.

“His boss thought that he had gone mad. ‘Are you out of
your mind?! You had a bissel too much vodka to drink!!’

“But Boritchkoff looked horrified. ‘A huge red monster
is coming up the road! I've never seen such a fearful
creature in my life! He’s holding a glistening, shining,
scary sword!’

“His boss yelled, ‘l am telling you, you must have had the
jumbo-sized vodka.” Then, the boss turned around and
started shaking. ‘I — | — uh! Uh! He looks very big, that
monster! Aw! Aw! Men! Turn around and run in the
other direction!!’

“Boritchkoff yelled, ‘Hey, look what’s coming!! A — a —
a dinosaur!!l’

“‘That is no dinosaur, you boonkoff! That is a — a huge
dog!’

“‘I've never seen a creature like that before in my life! It
has six legs! A huge head! Big horns!’

“Just then, Vayzasa... | — | mean Gimple — let out a
huge roar the likes of which the town had never heard
before in their lives! Haman and his ten sons... | mean,
Isaac and his ten sons, dressed in their fiercest-looking
costumes, waved their swords and yelled so loudly that
it shook the town off its foundations! They charged
toward the attackers!”

Yankeleh exclaimed, “Oh no! It must have been a
terribly bloody fight!”

His father smiled. “What bloody fight? The attackers
took off one by one, dropping their swords, and almost
flying through the air screaming, ‘HELP! HELP!"”

“Even their leader?” asked Yankeleh.

“Well, at first, he thought he was going to fight them.
‘You think | am scared of you?!! Me and my men, we will
fight you off!! Isn’t that right, men?!” Then, he took a
look around him. ‘Men? Men? Barshoosky, where are
you? Get down from that pole. Kuluffsky, climb out of
that hole! Krinsky! Get down from that laundry line!
Where — where — where are you running?! You're

leaving me all alone to fight off these ten huge
monstrosities! Yikes! Help! Help!’

“Haman, Vayzasa... | — | mean Isaac and Gimple, and
the rest of the ten sons, chased them until they were
down the road and away from this town, never to
return. Along the way, in their panic, the pogromers
dropped all of the things that they stole from the
Yidden. All of it was picked up and returned. Meanwhile,
the Yidden inside the shul weren’t quite sure what was
taking place outside; all they heard were huge screams
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and cries! Then they heard a pounding at the door

“‘Oy vey! cried one terrified Yid. ‘They’re coming in!
They’re coming in! The attackers! The Cossacks! Shema
Yisrael Hashem Elokeinu Hashem Echad! The door is
bursting open!!! Look! It’s... Isaac? Gimple? Vayzasa?"”

“Yes! To the shock of everyone, the ten heroes entered
the shul, their arms filled with all sorts of valuables. They
put it all down on the table and said, ‘Yidden, come and
take what is yours! Hakadosh Baruch Hu made a great
neis for us! We chased them off!’

“One of the shocked Yidden asked, ‘But Isaac, where did
you get the swords?’

““What swords? We aren’t holding real swords. These
are paper swords covered with silver paper. We were
practicing for our Purim play, and we saw what was
happening and decided that if we charge toward them,
maybe Hakadosh Baruch Hu will make a neis for us, and
they’ll think that we’re real monsters.””

Yankeleh was breathing easier now. “So really, Haman
and his ten sons...”

His father corrected him, “You mean Isaac and his ten
sons.”

“Right. They were moser nefesh themselves and saved

I”

the entire town

“That’s right, and that’s why we should never, ever
make fun of any Yid.”

“Look, Ta, the traffic is moving again. I'm sure happy we
got stuck, because this is a story to remember.”
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Reviewed by Rabbi Shmuel Felder

CHAYEINY

Weelily | Hi|chos Shabbos
nitiative —

Washing Dishes cont.

Is it permissible to use a napkin or towel to dry a small shot glass or a bottle
with a thin neck?

If the shot glass or bottle is very wet and drying it will cause water to be squeezed
from the towel or napkin, it is not permissible to dry it.

Is it permissible to place soiled dishes in a dishwasher?

One may store dishes in a dishwasher to remove them from sight and keep them
out of the way. However, one may not put them in the dishwasher merely in
preparation of cleaning them after Shabbos.

Note: When putting away dishes and cutlery or placing them in a dishwasher, one
must be cautious to avoid sorting a mixture of dishes or cutlery. When washing
dishes or cutlery on Shabbos (those that will be used during Shabbos), it is
permissible to wash them at random (without selecting specific ones) and place each
washed item in its proper place before it becomes mixed with others.

Utensils and Furniture

Is it permissible to create or widen a hole in the nipple of a baby bottle?

It is not permissible to create or widen a hole on a nipple of a bottle. Similarly, it is
not permissible to puncture a hole on the top of a bottle of liquid (that the bottle
itself is sealed without a cap) in order to use the hole to extract the liquid.

Is it permissible to break a plastic fork or knife or bend it out of shape?

One should not break a plastic fork or knife or bend it out of shape in a way that will
ruin its regular function.

To receive weekly Hilchos Shabbos sheets by email, subscribe at: Shabboshalachos@gmail.com

This sheet contains Divrei Torah and should be dealt with accordingly.
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The questions with their answers will be printed next week, along with another set of three questions.

QUESTION 1

| usually don't make w1mp and eat until after Qo on mwn wX1, even though it's well after mxn. Is that allowed
even if mwn wKN1 is on naw?

QUESTION 2

I live right near a lake. Is there any reason for me not to say 7Ywn the first day of nawn wx1 even though it's naw?

QUESTION 3

My lights in the dining room accidentally got shut off on nawn wx. Can | ask a»ato turn them on? Isthere a
difference between the first and second day?

ANSWERS TO LAST WEEKS QUESTIONS

QUESTION 1

With 02w o often coming out on Naw and Sunday this year, we'll be saying 1"nap» a lot. | see they sell
“"map> candles”; regular size candles with two wicks. Is that something | should get?

Answer: On 2w v, lighting a candle from a pre-existing flame is allowed if done for a purpose. If it is
unnecessary, the (n-1"pn) My INYw writes that it is not allowed. Technically one can be xx» the wxn 81 N2
on a regular candle, even though it is not a torch (multi-wicked), since the (2-x"n1) Ty 1nYw holds it is not
10yn. An argument can therefore be made that lighting a 1"nmp’ candle is an unnecessary nyan, as the mm
2L OY are lit. However, the My 1nYw holds that one may even light candles in a npaan na for T2, even
though itisa mxn but not a arn. Based on this, one may light a 1"nap>» candle to get the "n2mn yn mxn of using
an npar. As mentioned in a previous edition, an np1arR is only where the two wicks are individually
surrounded by wicks (or oil). A candle that has two wicks in one hole is no different than a candle with one
wick, and is not considered an npiax.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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continued....

QUESTION 2

Can I just take two of the mna and put them together for the n212 of wrn ™0 XM2?

Answer: The (v"™-2"pn) N2 mwn writes that putting together two wicks and then taking them apart is not
considered n21 and is allowed if one isn't trying to purposely minimize the fire. However, there possibly is a
differentissue. When putting together the candles, one tends to tilt the candles, which causes wax to melt and
drip off the candle. The ("naa1" 2-1"pn) nabn N2 writes that this is a form of »222 and should not be done.
Therefore, one should put the candles together carefully in a way that there is no kw1 poa that wax will drip off.

QUESTION 3

What happens if someone forgets nb1an and just says a regular vamp?

Answer: If someone forgets to make nbT1an, they should take another p1a of wine and make nbT1an as soon as
they remember. If they were planning on drinking more wine during the nTwp, then they should skip the
n212 of j@an Ma kM1 if they remember during the nmiyo.

FOR COMMENTS OR TO ADD YOURSELF TO THE EMAIL LIST
SEND AN EMAIL TO BMNYSHABBOS@GMAIL.COM
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TORAS REB RKALMAN

29757X 91190

Captivating stories full of Yiras Shamayim taken from Shmuessin that
Reb Kalman Krohn z'tl gave in Adelphia Yeshiva

Journey of Faith

The sky was at its best cobalt blue, from behind
him came the smell of roasting pitzuchim and
fresh fried falafel balls. A din of humanity, traffic
and maybe a far off na-nach truck surrounded it
all.

The door slammed behind Rabbi Kalman Krohn
as he took his seat in the little white car, leaving
all the commotion behind. It wasn’t a remarkable
vehicle; just one of the hundreds of moniyot
taxicabs that circled the streets of Eretz Yisrael.

R’ Kalman was in Eretz Yisrael for two days on a
mission of askanus, visiting in order to glean from
the wisdom and insight of the gedolei hadar. In
addition to his official mission, R’ Kalman was
not the one to ignore an opportunity’s knock. He
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made sure to put the time he spent in transit to use.
He tried to maximize his taxi rides by reaching
out to be mekarev the lost souls who were his
drivers.

“Good morning my friend,” he said after settling
down in his seat. “I need to get to Rechov Rashi.”

The bare headed man grunted a noise of
understanding from the corner of his mouth as
they joined the stream of traffic.

“I’'m Kalman,” he introduced himself to the
driver. “What’s your name?”

“My name is Avraham,” he said noncommittally.
“They call me Avi.”

“Nice to meet you.”

“Mhmhm.”

“So, tell me something,” Reb Kalman asked Awvi,
whose rolled up sleeves displayed telltale
numbers on his arm, “I want to hear a story from
the War.”

A dark mask shuttered Avi’s careworn face. He
tossed his head in a quick refusal. “I don’t want to
talk about 1t,” he said in a hard voice. “Makes me
angry to think of those terrible years and the way
my best friends were killed.”

But R’ Kalman would not be swayed or allow the
chance to draw a Jewish heart close escape him.
“Fine, I understand if you don’t want to talk about
that; but tell me something else. I’ve got to go
back to America with something to show from
trip. We have time and we’ll be together in the car
for a nice amount of time now.”

Avi glanced over at his stubborn passenger. “You
really want to hear a story?” he said. “Then I have
one for you. Listen to this.”

With his right hand, he pulled a cellphone from
his pocket. After fidgeting on it a bit, he pulled up
a picture on the screen.



“This is my son,” he explained and handed R’
Kalman the phone. R’ Kalman looked down at the
sweet face of a little boy smiling back at him.

“Very nice.”

“This was my son when he was five years old,”
Avi’s eyes looked faraway. “But we were
separated for many years. I didn’t see him for ten
long, endless years. For an entire decade I missed
my son! Can you imagine being separated from a
child for so long?

“What happened, you surely want to know?” Avi
glanced over at his passenger-audience. “Well,
his mother and I are no longer married. One day
she took him, against my will, to live in Canada.
He was practically kidnapped! I missed my boy, 1
wished so hard for him to return, but I was
absolutely powerless to do anything about the
terrible situation.

“So, my delightful little baby grew up and became
a little man. He passed milestones and birthdays
in a faraway land without me. I so badly wanted
to connect and to be part of his life, but wasn’t
even able to speak to him! Atah meivin mah zeh
omer?” Avi waved a hand emphatically. “I was
deprived of the privilege to be a father to my
precious son! But I thought of him all the time. It
was agony separated from him and it hurt even
more that there was no realistic hope that we
could be reunited.

“Years passed, many of them, but my longing for
him didn’t dim. The wound in my heart remained
raw and bleeding. It could never heal as long as a
part of it was stuck in Canada.

“I tried to move on, continue living my life, never
forgetting my Eliyahu*. I got myself a taxi
license, scraped together the money to buy this
car,” he patted the steering wheel. “And I began
to earn a decent living. | even remarried and had
more children.
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“But Eliyahu wasn’t with me. Until one day......

skokskok

“Chabibi, mah nishma? How are you doing?” my
good friend’s voice crackled out of the phone. It
was on speaker as I drove, so I shouted back to
him.

“Good, good Kobi. Good to hear from you. Mah
chadash?”

“Listen, Avi, I had this idea. What do you think
about us getting together — you know, you, me
and the rest of the guys. We’ll call /#zik and Yossi,
the whole chevrah-*

“Very nice. I like to party with everyone, but
what’s your big idea?”

“Rega, rega! Let me finish, I’ll tell you. So, we
get together; maybe with some garinim, ktzat
popcorn and we have a good time. And also, a
rabbi will come speak to us a little bit, say some
nice things. Nice things, it makes you feel good
inside. Nu, tagid chabibi, what do you think?”

My eyebrow raised a bit. It wasn’t our standard-
fare reunion, but why not? It was always good to
be with friends and Kobi was on to something;
maybe the rabbi wasn’t such a bad idea either. It
could be very nice, actually.

“Yallah, Kobi, count me in. And I’ll pay the rabbi
too,” 1 heard myself say. “Eighteen hundred
shekel, okay?”’

A sharp whistle came over the phone.

“Okay? Metzuyan! B’seder, we’ll see you then,
Monday night by my house. Let’s say, maybe
8:457”

“You got it. I’ll be there.”

skkok

Monday night came quickly. At a quarter to nine
I parked my taxi under the streetlight in front of



his house. I pocketed my keys and headed inside.
Some of the other guys were there already. We
said our hellos and caught up on all the missed
news on either side.

Before long we each had an impressive mound of
shells on the table before us and were enjoying
ourselves thoroughly.

“Nu, Kobi? What about the rabbi? Eifo hu kvar?”

“Any minute. He’s supposed to be coming right
about now-*

Right then, there was a knock at the door. We
smiled at the serendipity and shuffled a bit in
preparation. It felt special, ktzat chagigi to have a
rabbi come speak to us on a regular weeknight.

Anyway, he came in and the air was really
charged. He made a good impression; smart eyes,
beard and very official looking suit and fedora.
We felt a bit like little kids again as his eyes
roamed our crowd of short sleeved sabras.

“Shalom aleichem,” Rabbi Gafni* extended his
hand in greeting to Yossi. Yossi stretched out his
hand in return, but it was his /eft hand. The rabbi
didn’t like that very much.

“Yad yemin, yad yemin,” he motioned.

A slight blush rose from Yossi’s chin to his
forehead. “I can’t.”

He really couldn’t, you see, because my good
friend Yossi’s right arm was paralyzed. It’s been
that way for years, and we all know it. It’s a sad
reminder of an accident that stayed with him until
now. It’s a fact; he can’t move the hand at all.

“Give me your right hand!” the rabbi seemed not
to have understood. So, Yossi, blushing deeper,
tried to explain more clearly.

“Kvod harav, it’s paralyzed. My arm hasn’t
moved on its own for a very long time.”
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Still, Rav Gafni was unimpressed. “If you really
believed, you would be able to move it. Give me
your right hand.”

The temperature in the room seemed to jump ten
degrees. We, Yossi’s closest buddies, were
growing extremely uncomfortable at the way this
rabbi was treating our friend.

“Look, Rabbi, you’ve got to believe me. It doesn’t
move!”

“If you would really believe, b’emuah peshutah,
it would,” he repeated stubbornly, clearly at odds
with reality.

This ridiculous sounding exchange went round
and round as we watched.

“Do you really believe that Hashem can make
your hand healthy again?” Rav Gafni asked.

“Yes, I really believe!”
“So, give me your right hand!”

We were all watching — and he did! I gasped,
along with everyone else.

If the room had jumped ten degrees before, it
dropped thirty now. We were shaken and
absolutely frozen.

From stupefied shock to awe to confusion to
wonder, I didn’t know what to feel or think, and
it looked like Yossi didn’t know either. He was
staring at his hand like a stranger, unfamiliar and
new.

It was arresting to see a miracle performed before
our very eyes. Rabbi Gafni, himself, however
didn’t seem to be frozen the way we were.
Instead, he proceeded onto Itzik, who was sitting
at the head of the table.

“Tell me, what’s your problem? What’s troubling
you?” Rabbi Gafni asked him and explained that



he would help him with the power of Emunah
p 'shutah.

I don’t remember what Itzik said or what the rabbi
answered him, but I recall clearly what happened
when he came to my seat.

“Nu, tell me? What’s with you?”

A little sarcastic worm was biting me hard. “I’'m
not sure which school to send my son to next
year.”

The rabbi didn’t miss a beat and looked at me
reproachfully. “Why would you tell a lie? Your
son is not even at home!”

That worm disappeared very quickly when my
jaw dropped low in surprise.

How could he have possibly known that?

“Listen to me,” The rabbi was speaking again.
“You want your son to come back? Here’s how
you’ll get him home. Buy a mezuzah, a kosher
mezuza, and put it up on your front door. Every
time you leave your house, every time you pass
your door, touch it and say with Emunah that you
believe hat Hashem will bring your son back to
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you.
I was burning with anger and fiery pain.

“Why are you doing this to me?” I barely held
myself back from shouting “Do you know how
long I’ve been waiting for my son? Do you know
how much pain I’ve suffered? My heart is broken
and you are shattering it farther. Why must you
torment me? Why are you doing this to me in
front of everyone?”

The rabbi wasn’t one bit remorseful.

“No, I’'m not playing with you. Do this and I
assure you that within two months your son will
return.”
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I couldn’t believe. It hurt too much to even hope,
but the rabbi wouldn’t let up.

“What’s your son’s name?”
“Eliyahu,” I said a bit gruffly.

He got excited. “Eliyahu,” he said, “What a
wonderful name.”

Then he showed me how my son’s name is
connected through gematria to the Holy Name of
Hashem, the letters shin-dalet-yud that are written
on the outside of the mezuzah. I didn’t understand
it so well but somehow, I found myself
convinced.

“Buy a mezuza, say that you believe Hashem will
return Eliyahu to you, and in two months you’ll
have your son back.”

What wouldn’t I do to be reunited with my son? I
immediately went to a store bought a mezuzah
and nailed it on my door.

“I believe,” I whispered in my heart every single
time [ passed by. “I believe! Hashem, you can and
will bring my son back to me.”

Avi looked over at R’ Kalman as he drove. “You
hear? Listen what happened next...”

skksk

It was three AM when a ringing phone disturbed
my sleep. Through groggy eyes I saw that
someone was calling from Canada. Alarm bells,
lights, alerts suddenly flashed in my mind and in
one swift moment I jumped up and grabbed the
phone.

“Hello?”

“Awvi, take your son back. He doesn’t want to be
here with me. He’s making too much trouble.”

Never was I so glad to hear that my son was
unwanted!



“I’m putting him on the phone,” she said. “Hold
on a minute.”

I was breathless and speechless, but also at a
literal loss for words. My son had been in Canada
for ten years, he didn’t speak Hebrew, and my
English is very lacking. More than anything, I
wanted to connect with him at last.

What can a father say to his long-lost child?

In broken English I tried to communicate with
him and talk for a bit.

“Do you have a passport?”
“No, Abba, I don’t.”
Abba? Abba. Abba!

“I’11 get you one as soon as possible. Just sit tight
Eliyahu, okay?”

The very first thing I did the next morning was
run to the passport office. I stirred up quite a
ruckus with my insistence on immediate issuance
of an emergency passport.

“No, I cannot come back tomorrow. Not later,
either. [ need a passport for my son, and I need it
now!”

“Sir, please, stay calm. What’s the big rush?”

“What’s the big rush? I’ve been waiting ten years
to see my son. If I’'m delayed, the chance may be
lost. He might get stuck there again! I need to get
him out at the earliest opportunity!”

I got the passport and soon after, I got my son too.
My Eliyahu finally came back.

“Look here,” Avi held up his phone and flicked
the picture of five-year-old Eliyahu away. The
next photo showed a strapping teenager grinning

at the camera. “This i1s him now. Fifteen years
old.”
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Again and again, he showed R’ Kalman the
pictures — a five-year-old and then in a flash, the
fifteen-year-old version.

“He’s back.”

What an amazing show of the power of pure,
uncomplicated faith. Avi was not shomer
Shabbos, not frum, but still, he believed. It wasn'’t
the supposed powers of Rabbi Gafni that returned
Eliyahu, it was the Emunah pshutah of a simple,
yid that brought about their miraculous reunion.

As an aside, R’ Kalman finished by telling
Avi, “We're friends, right? I love you as a
brother! To me, frum, chiloni, we re all the
same! We're all brothers!”

“Really?!” Avi was surprised to hear that.
“I never heard anyone speak that way!”

“Of course,” R’ Kalman said. “We're all

Yidden and so, we re all brothers”
(13 WOW/ b2

“Do you know who taught me that?” he
paused. “I learned this from Hitler, ym’’s.
He showed me that we are all the same, all
Jews.”

May we merit to see this in a positive,
happy way very soon!

Have a Wonderful Shabbos!

This story is taken from tape #AYL316

TORAS REB KALMAN HOTLINE

Vaadim & Shmussen given by Reb Kalman Krohn zt"l
are now available by phore.

LISA 732.913.5616 or T18.557.77T11
EY. 02.313.6038

Option 1: Vaadim given in BMG
Option 2: Shrmussen given in Adelphia
Option 3: Captivating stories taken from shiurinm

To recewve Vaadim by emal or for questions and suggestions
/et 5098071783 or emall torasrebkalman@igmall.com
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PIRCHEI AGUDAS YISROEL OF AMERICA

A TALMID ONCE NOTICED THE PUPA REBBE, R’ YAAKOV
YECHEZKIYA GREENWALD, ABOUT TO ENTER HIS OFFICE.

IN HIS HASTE THE BOCHUR
WAS NOT CAREFLIL...

oY, REBBE! I..

-

BADOL SHIMUSHAN... IT'S
A GREAT MITZVAH TO SERVE
MY REBBE. LET ME RUSH
AND OPEN THE DOOR.

I'M SO SORRY!
HERE IS A TISSLUE.

THE REBBE TRIED TO MAKE LIGHT OF THE ISSUE...

AH, MY SON, DON'T
WORRY. IT'S JUST A
MESSAGE THAT I'M

NOT WORTHY OF SUCH

HONOR...

\1.\

REBBE, PLEASE FORGIVE
ME. I FEEL TERRIBLE. I'M

s

SORRY THAT T WAS NOT e
CONCENTRATING AND... -

, —
e U E =

LgZ 1S

1

" MY SON, WHAT DID YOU DO
WRONG? CHAZAL SAY THAT A
PERSON DOES NOT 8ANG HIS
FINGER IN THIS WORLD LUINLESS
IT HAS BEEN DECREED IN THE

UPPER WORLDS!

IF THAT'S THE CASE,
YOU CAUSED THAT IN
SHAMAYIM THERE WAS A
DISCUSSION ABOUT ME...
IF 5O, I REALLY HAVE TO
THANK YOU!

R’ YAAKOV YECHEZKIYA GRUNWALD 578t WAS BORN IN CSORNA, HUNGARY, TO R’ MOSHE AND ZISEL (GESTETNER)
GRUNWALD 97783, HE STUDIED LINDER HIS FATHER LINTIL HIS MARRIAGE AT AGE 18 TO SORA RIVKA, THE DAUGHTER OF
HIS LUNCLE R’ YISROEL MENACHEM BRALIN D781, IN 1906, WHEN HE WAS JUST a4 YEARS OLD HE WAS APPOINTED IN
T 172 IN LIKOV, HUNGARY. IN 1411, HE WAS INVITED TO TAKE OVER HIS UNCLE R’ ELIEZER DOVID'S POSITION AS THE
YT M2 AN OF DEUTSCHKREUTZ, AUSTRIA. IN 1934, HE BECAME 17 IN HONIAD, HUNGARY, AND IN 1939, HE WAS
CHOSEN AS 17 OF PUPA, HUNGARY. HE ESTABLISHED A NV THERE WHICH SOON NUMBERED 300 STLDENTS. HE
GUIDED HIS D"‘I’Dbﬂ AS HIS OWN CHILOREN AND TAUGHT EACH ONE 8Y EXAMPLE THE IMPORTANCE OF DILIGENCE IN
LEARNING N7, N¥230 NITH AND DY NN, HE WAS ENDEARED AND REVERED 8Y THE D’b’l‘T) OF HIS GENERATION.
HE AUTHORED SEVERAL D190, INCLLDING: 37}!’ 7321 CON NYIR AND DYTYIND, 37}”5 PVIVN Y, AND 21N NTHN
(ON NDI 5\’) N7 AMONG OTHERS. HIS NOTABLE D’T’Dbﬂ INCLUDED R” YAAKOV YITZCHAK NELUMANN 97783 (KNOWN
AS THE PLPA 170, WHO SERVED AS 17 OF THE BELZ COMMUNITY IN MONTREAL AFTER WWIT.

5642-5701 1882-1941 7N "2
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D1vREI TORAH ON THE WEEKLY PARSHA AND HOLIDAYS FROM
THE TEACHINGS OF RABBEINU SHIMSHON DovIiDp PINCUS zT"L
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THIS PUBLICATION IS DEDICATED TO THE HATZLACHAH AND ZECHUS OF 1inm3 7m1 12 3py» anm 5m1 12 YR,
MAY THEY GROW TO BE TALMIDEI CHACHAMIM AND OVDEI HASHEM.
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EARLS OF WISDOM Follow Hashem’s

FROM THE PARSHAH

We learn from the mitzvah of “You shall walk in
Hashem’s ways” to be merciful and compassionate
like Hashem is, to be holy like Hashem is, to resemble
Hashem and conduct ourselves as He does, to the best

of our ability (Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Debs 1:6).

One of Hashem’s special characteristics is the
fact that He is One and Only. He existed before the
world and will continue to exist after the world. He
is not dependent on others.

There are some people whose whole lives revolve
around others, around their friends and society.
Indeed, if a person is in a good society of b7nei Torah,
this will influence him positively to be a ben Torah
himself. However, the true beauty of a human being
is not who he is associated to, but who he is himself.
When a person is alone, on his own, he can find within
himself beauty, kedushah, Shechinah, many wonderful
things. A true individual is someone who finds within

himself a point around which he builds his life.

This brings us to the ability to keep a secret. A
person who has his own internal life, who is not just
revolving around his society, knows how to keep a
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Ways

(v ,n5 0*127) 12772 NPIYM
secret. He is reliable.

Being a reliable person is an important virtue.
Lets say you deposit valuables to someone’s
safekeeping without witnesses or documents. It’s
because you deem them reliable. They won’t steal
your valuables.

When a person’s whole life revolves around
society, we can’t be sure how he will behave when he
is all alone. He is not truly reliable. He is likely to do
things he will regret. But if his way of life depends
on something internal, on something within his
own self, then it makes no difference to him whether
people see what he is doing or not. He is responsible
to himself and not just to the society around him.
He finds kedushah and Shechinah within himself.
The center of his life is Hakadosh Baruch Hu.

We learn from the Chovos Halevavos (Shaar
Cheshbon Hanefesh 3) that a person can test how
reliable he is to Hashem, he can determine the extent
of his inner sense of truth, by the way he prays. The
way a person davens expresses the degree to which he
resembles his Creator. This s the true test of a person. @



How to Utilize Simchah

(Tn ,1D ©127) :22% 2V ANRYL PPN T DR NTIY XD WK DD

The Rambam greatly emphasized the importance

of simchah, and wrote:

“The joy that a person has in doing a mitzvah
and in loving G-d Who commanded the mitzvos
is a great avodah. Anyone who holds himself back
from this joy is deserving of punishment, as it says,
Since you did not serve Hashem your G-d with joy
and a good heart” (Mishneh Torah, Hilchos Sukkah
v’Lulav 8:15)

On the other hand, Kobeles speaks negatively of
joy and deems it empty and worthless (2:2). And
this is the truth. Joy is meaningless and empty.

So why does the Rambam praise it?

There are things that revolutionize a person’s
life. For instance, teshuvah. It transforms a person
from a rasha to a zzaddik. It builds him as an
individual this brings him back to Hashem. It

works a revolution.

Simchah does not build a person and does not
reflect his true state. Simchab is a tool that we need

to know how to utilize properly.

Just being happy doesn’t change a person at all.
It doesn’t make him who and what he is. Let’s say a
person has a lot of money. It is his, whether or not
he is happy about it. Being joyous about his wealth

does not make him any wealthier.

By contrast, a person might be tremendously rich
yet not be happy about it. Maybe he doesn’t know
he became rich, or maybe he doesn’t appreciate its
value. In any case, he is rich just the same — but he
can’t take proper advantage of it. If we see that a
person is happy, this is a sign that he recognizes the

value of what he has.

People often ask me, “What do I have to be
happy about? I know myself, and I am not worth
much.” Once in the middle of a Simchas Beis
Hashoevah, someone came over to me and said into
my ear that he doesn’t feel like being b’simchah; only
true fzaddikim rejoice at Simchas Beis Hashoevah,
and since he isn’t a zzaddik, what does he have to

celebrate about?

This is an example of someone who has
tremendous treasures in his possession, since
the Torah itself says that he has plenty to be
happy about, but he doesn’t take advantage of his
treasures. This person is like a dark room that the
owner didn’t bother open the windows and let the

sunshine in.

Each one of us carries tremendous treasures
that we don’t recognize and don’t even know about
at all. We need to get to know them and be truly
happy about them. o
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When we come to Rosh Hashanab, followed by
Yom Kippur and Sukkos, we need to know the general
goal of these special days. It is to find Hakadosh Baruch
Hu, to grab hold of Him and hold His hand, so to
speak, that He should watch over us all year long and
all life long. Returning to the allegories we mentioned
before, what is our destination, and what merchandise

do we want to purchase?

We want to acquire Hashem, so to speak. The
twenty-one days from Rosh Hashanah to Shemini
Atzeres are to bring Hashem into our lives, to live our
daily lives with Hashem. The preparation for Rosh
Hashanah is Ani I'Dodi v'Dodi [i. This means getting
practice during Elul for what we will do in the three
weeks beginning with Rosh Hashanab.

Now, you might object: I already heard about this
concept many times. But what does it really mean, “to
live life with Hashem”? Can’t you give me something
practical? To live in a state of constant connection

Hakadosh Baruch Hu sounds like it’s for the Chofetz
Chaim.

The answer is as follows. The most concentrated
way to live life with Hashem is by Tefillah. To daven
to Hashem, and not just from our dear siddur. Our
grandmothers of old did not know how to read. Today,
most of us daven Shacharis, Minchah and Maariv,
recite Tehillim, it is rare to find someone who doesn’t
know how to read.

But the Mishnah Berurah says that women in
former times did not usually know how to read. Why?
Not because they didn’t have time. My daughter, when
she was four years old, knew alef beis without needing
to be taught. She just picked it up at home. It’s rather
because davening from a siddur was almost an insult to
women. They knew how to really daven.

Let’s say you see an invalid with a very fancy
wheelchair. He boasts that his chair goes forward and
backward, it even goes up stairs. But someone who can
walk normally on his own two feet is not going to envy
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him one bit. Natural walking is always so much better.

1efillah is serving Hashem with the heart. If a
person is an invalid, if his heart is closed, he needs a
siddur. But if your heart is healthy and your eyes aren’t
dried up, you are already in good shape. Chazal say, “Be
careful regarding your wives, because they cry easily.” If
a person has emotions, if he knows how to cry and feel,
if he is not like a stone, then he doesn’t need a siddur in
order to daven.

Today, women’s hearts are more closed. Nowadays
it is not acceptable to cry. I still remember that in
funerals people would cry. Today it’s not respectable to
cry. My grandmother told me that when the chazzan
announced the coming Rosh Chodesh Elul, the whole
ezras nashim filled with cryingand shouting, Originally,
our grandmothers were always close to Hashem.

In my opinion, the best thing to work on in Eful is
this type of Téfillah. To always speak to Hashem. That’s
what Elul is about: Ani ['Dodi v'Dod; li. Get into the
habit to living life with Hashermn.

This is something that every Jew, and most especially
a Jewish woman, should get used to. The special time
to acquire this habit is Rosh Hashanah until Shemini
Atzeres, and the preparation for it is Elul. Ani I'Dod;
v'Dodj li. 1 speak to You, and You answer Me. When
a person gets into the habit of speaking to Hashem, he
very simply and honestly gives his hand to Hashem and
asks Him to help him get cross the street — to employ
the allegory we mentioned before — at all times and in

all places. This is the goal of E/ul.

When we meet Hashem and start to talk to Him,
saying: I am sorry that I spoke lashon hara, that I was so
stupid, that I got angry, etc, then it is simply a chuzzpah
not to do feshuvah. The essence of these days is Ani
I"'Dodsi v'Dodi li. For women this has special meaning,
because the whole concept of Dodj, of emotional love,

of closeness, speaks especially to women.

This is why men wear zefillin and women don'.
1éfillin bind the Shema Yisrael to our minds and hearts,
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they tie the reality of Hashem to our heads and arms.
Men need the spiritual tool of zefillin to accomplish
that. Women dont need it. They are not “invalids”; they
don’t need special equipment. The same is true with
tzitzis, and with sukkah, and with shofar. The Torah
does not obligate women in these 7zitzvos because they

naturally are tied to Hashem even without them.

But since we need extra help nowadays, we need
spiritual crutches, the best assistance available to us
is reciting berachos. 100 berachos a day. Every time we
enjoy something of this world, we recite a brachah,
we thank Hashem. This means talking to Hashem.
But true Yiddishkeit means talking to Hashem not
just in berachos and in the fixed daily zefillos but in any
language and words. And if you already do this, if you
already talk to Hashem, do it more broadly and more

deeply and more often.

When you get used to talking to Hashern and
going through your day with Hashem, your whole life

changes!

Elul is a very special time. Perhaps the most

important of all.

On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur everything
will be decided. Life, health, parnassah, everything. The
preparation for this is Elul. And everything depends on

preparation.

Imagine a young man leaves his shzet/ by horse and
buggy and travels to the big city to go to the fair. He
is amazed by the sights. It is so exciting! He sees the
train. He sees an automobile. There is so much going
on all around him, so much hustle and bustle. So many
people from all over are buying so much merchandise.
Then he goes back home without buying anything and
tells everyone about the wonderful trip he had.

Someone alittle more experienced goes to the same

fair and buys merchandise to take back home.
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Rosh Hashanah is an exciting day. The shofar brings
us literally before the Kisei Hakavod. Aseres Yemei
Teshuvah bring us close to Hashem. Yom Kippur
brings us to the greatest closeness that can be imagined.
Sukkos is a hug from Hashem, Hoshana Rabba is a kiss,
and Shemini Atzeres is yichud with Hashem, which is
the most wondrous closeness. We all go through the
Yamim Noraim. It's a most amazing and uplifting trip.
Then we return to our place after the exciting trip.
What did we acquire? What “merchandise” did we
bring back with us?

The point of Yamim Noraim and Sukkos is not
just to have a great spiritual experience. It’s to take
something back with us.

What’s the difference between the first person and
the second, between the one who came back with
nothing and the one who purchased merchandise?

It all depends on why he went in the first place. The
first one went with no special intentions in mind. The

second planned on buying something, and so he did.

The success of the Yamim Noraim depends on Elul.
When we set out on our “trip” to the great holidays, we
need to plan, to decide during the month of Elul, what
we are going to do when we get there. Soon we will be
at the big fair and we need to know what we came for
and what we want to bring back with us. If we don’t
figure this out in advance, we are likely to return from
our wonderful trip with nothing.

Elul is all about 47: ’Dodi v’'Dod; li. Closeness and
love between us and Hakadosh Baruch Hu. Yet, Elul is
the preparation for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur,
which are focused on yirah, not abavah. How does

Elul prepare us for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur?

Before a person sets out on a journey he needs to
know where he wants to end up. He needs to know
his final destination. The final stop on our journey is
Sukkos and Shemini Atzeres, days which are all about
love and closeness. That’s where we are going, and

keeping this firmly in mind is the way to get there.
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