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therefore do the mitzvah himself [as well as all the other adults in
the household] and then give it to the minor.

Chutz I’aretz. Outside Eretz Yisroel where there are two days of
Yom Tov, we have a problem. Since we follow the strict opinion
that requires one to own his set also on the second day, how can
one get the set back from his son the minor, whom he gave it to on
the first day? If he just lends it to his son, there is a difference of
opinion amongst the Poskim (5)if one fulfills the mitzvah of chinuch
with a set that does not belong to the minor. There are two ways to
deal with this. One is to lend it to his son on the first day and rely on
those who say that he fulfills chinuch in this manner. From Shaar
Hatziyon () it seems he holds this is the main opinion, even for the
son to say a beracha. Second is to have in mind as follows: “If the
halacha is, giving my son will hinder my mitzvah tomorrow, I am
lending him. If the halacha is that it will not hinder my mitzvah
because the son will gain full possession when his father gives it  tomorrow, then I am giving it to him.” This year there is no Arba
to him, and he cannot return it to his father because the kinyan ~ Minim on the first day due to Shabbos, so there is no problem and

done by a minor to give to angther is not valid. The father must the adults should do the mitzvah before giving it to the minor.
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"o o - NTon ) asked won 12 »m why his xa (of 4 comers) diant have spyx on it. He answered that this garment was borrowed and
Rav Yehuda holds a noww m5v is 1oxesn yo mwos for the first 30 days. "o says, xrm N a N moo is mesn nmws for as long as the
borrower has it, as it says in the posuk, "1moa" - only on a garment that you own, is there a vy avn. However, since one doesn't usually borrow
something for longer than 30 days, the oo said that after 30 days, even if it is still borrowed, since it seems to people that it's yours, you should
affix x to it. "'own says, 1512 ayo one who borrows a oo (¥ Py nsmsn neNw), should not make a 1512 on it. The vy says, that
which N " says a noy HY is NN MDY, is referring only to a borrowed garment that is not currently mymxn, on that,one need not affix
8. However, if one borrows a nsmxn mbv he may make a N2 on it because ™ot xnyTN' it was lent to him, so that he may make a n>1a
onit. And if it is only possible to make a 1572 on a ow 50, then we view it as if the lender gave it to him as a »wnino 1"y mmn and now itisn't a
noww oo but rather completely his. The w9 says, we are »m3 to permit one to borrow his friends myma Xow b, because we say Ny’
"IN MN8N TAHT N Y. Therefore, if one finds the v folded, he must retum it that way, otherwise it won't be o nrv).

The n9va mwn says, if one borrows a v for the purposes of an nnb MYy or to be the 1w or to Y7, this nerad is only for 11> and
therefore 2210 PN, because maybe it was lent to him only as a wabn and not for him to be 7wy s o»pn so it wasn't given to him to be
P (mNino 13"y). However, some argue and say one does make a n>12. He brings the o»nin 747 who suggests that it's best to have in mind not
to be N the W5V, S0 Y™ you won't have to make a n>1a. Except if you borrow it for no»am, then a nomais required. The 2"win says, all this is
regarding borrowing a personal mw5v. However, a 150 of the S5y, one must make a n71a on them according to everyone. Even if it is being
used for an by, to v or to be yn. This is because the n>nip purchased it o7y, that it should be considered 1ov, like when the nbnip
purchases an »nx. The 15Yn 93 quotes the omax »yw that it's better to use a noww L (from a ), than from the vy, because that
is a pav if one needs a n>12. But this is only if he is ywn2 quynn like by mnw, otherwise it is only a Nabya a5 own NywS N and
wouldn't need a n>12. The n"nalso brings the 20> xa that if the nerab is for ¥ 125 then o711 . Many wonder why the dnanis not to
make a 1212 on a nx v OV if the 2"wn says it is required? oyax MAa4 [0 'O NN says, maybe the obw relies on above 2avn wa (no
o7 if 1a5Y) and the oMan myw that without wxan ooy it's not a nerab. mawn »pos brings anx ™ since there are mww that even on
your own 1bv for 7125 nw»ad one does not make a 573, in a case of an 'y 2,9y, in order to make a n>13,0ne should cover his

head, have 1 myn ow nmo and when mm -z",ﬂ N"-z finished he should leave it on for a little longer.
. ‘ ‘ NNIIN 29D YYD MOV 01PN Md DY 70PN (1)
Chid”’a, Rabbeinu Chaim Yosef David Azulai z£”’l (Kisei Dovid) would say: ‘:‘?3:42?1:(:? PRAT B0 S (6) siats e (4) O et
“nWN NP> ' - The act of acquiring a woman is called kiddushin (sanctification). Just as when one sanctifies something he
separates it and designates it specifically to Hashem, similarly, a woman is now separated from the entire world and belongs
only to her husband. Under the chupah we state that we are emulating Hashem who, at Matan Torah, separated us from the

the world and designated us for Himself, 'n9n > 5y’ - through the suspended mountain, "pwhyPpy - giving of the luchos.”

A SERIES IN HALACHA
LIVING A “TORAH” DAY

Monetary, Interpersonal Laws and Din Torah (76)
Arba Minim. Previously, we explained the requirement of
owning the set of Arba Minim to fulfill one’s obligation on the
first two days of Sukkos. One can fulfill this with his friend
gifting him the set on the condition that he gives it back, Sy mm3”
"mNnD 7. Some have a custom to lift up the set 12 inches to
acquire ownership, then put it down, and lift it up again to fulfill
the mitzvah with a separate “taking.” () However, many Poskim
hold that he can accomplish the transaction and the mitzvah in
one shot, as explained in Halichos Shlomo . As to the question
of how to make monetary transactions on Shabbos and Yom Tov,
the Poskim @) answer that the Rabbinic prohibition of “kinyan”
was never decreed for the immediate fulfillment of a mitzvah.
Giving Arba Minim to a Miner. One should not give his set to
his son who is a minor before he himself fulfills the mitzvah @)
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Many people have talked their way out of receiving a traffic ticket using all sorts of excuses, ranging from urgent
emergencies to elaborate fabrications. But perhaps no one ever had a better, more heartwarming excuse than a woman from

Crown Heights who found herself pulled over by a New York City traffic officer. Standing outside her open car window and |

watching her fumble nervously through her handbag for her driver’s license, the officer’s eyes caught sight of a picture tucked
inside her purse - a photo of the Lubavitcher Rebbe, R’ Menachem Mendel Schneerson z¢”I. Pausing, the officer looked at
her and asked if she was a follower of that Rabbi. When she replied that she was, he calmly closed his ticket book and
announced that he wouldn’t be giving her a ticket after all. Touched by her visible surprise, he offered to share the reason
why, mentioning that while it was his absolute favorite story, he had never actually told it to a Jewish person before.

He explained that years earlier, he had served in the police escort that accompanied the Rebbe once a week to the
Montefiore Cemetery in Queens, where the leader paid respects at the resting place of his predecessor, R’ Yosef Yitzchok
Schneersohn z£’l. During those trips, while the Rebbe was inside davening, the officer got to know some of the young
chasidic men in the entourage. They were remarkably friendly, and as they chatted, the young men would share stories about
the Rebbe’s extraordinary empathy and his endless devotion to helping people in need. Curious, the officer had half-jokingly
asked his buddies one day if the Rebbe’s willingness to help extended to non-Jews as well. They assured him without
hesitation that the Rebbe helped anyone who asked, warmly inquiring if he had a personal burden of his own.

That conversation stayed with him, touchingly close to a private pain he and his wife were enduring. Later, in confidence,
the officer confided in one of the young chasidic men about their silent heartbreak. He and his wife had been married for nine
agonizing years without children. They had exhausted their savings on fertility treatments and consulted world-renowned
specialists, running around relentlessly for seven long years, only for doctors to finally deliver the devastating news that they
had tried everything humanly possible and there was no longer any hope. The heartbreak was crushing, leaving his wife in
constant tears and bringing the officer himself to a point of helpless weeping. Understanding his pain, the young man gently
advised him to stand by the door of the Rebbe’s car during the next cemetery trip and simply ask the Rebbe for a blessing.

Taking the advice to heart, the officer positioned himself right at the vehicle’s door the following week. As the Rebbe stepped
out, the officer nervously asked if he blessed non-Jews as well as Jewish people. The officer recalled with striking clarity how the
Rebbe looked at him in that moment - not with distant detachment, but with the warm, deeply genuine gaze of an old friend. The
Rebbe assured him that he tried to help anyone in need and instructed the officer to write down his name, his father’s name,
his wife’s name, and her father’s name on a slip of paper so he could include them in his prayers. Though the officer found it
slightly amusing to hand over a slip of paper covered in traditional, heavy-duty Irish names, he did so with a faint ray of hope.

What followed was nothing short of a miracle. Within a remarkably short time, his wife discovered she was expecting, and
nine months later, almost to the day, she gave birth to a healthy baby boy. The medical team was flabbergasted, unable to find
a rational explanation for the sudden turn of events, scratching their heads in disbelief when the officer attributed the joyous
outcome entirely to a Rabbi’s blessing. The officer’s face glowed with pride as he reached the apex of his memory, revealing

that he and his wife had named their newborn son Mendel in honor of the Rebbe. His wife had initially resisted, worried the |3

name sounded neither conventional nor Irish, and their extended family strongly objected out of fear that the boy would face
cruel teasing for carrying a uniquely Jewish name. But the officer stood firm in his gratitude. He reasoned that if his son ever
came home upset about being picked on, he would use it as a profound teaching moment, reminding the boy never to mirror
that hostility, but instead to treat others with unconditional kindness and love. He wanted his son to carry the story of his birth

roudly, using it to show others that without a compassionate Jewish Rabbi named Mendel, he wouldn’t even be here today.
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3 house of the saintly Chofetz Chaim z#”’I to give shalom and receive the tzaddik’s beracha. The Chofetz; Chaim asked the
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Why does the Torah instruct us to remember what Amalek did r» w93, when in reality all of Klal Yisroel was attacked?

N”G Also, when Hashem decided to destroy the 5y 7, it says, "OTNN IN INON ' 9N’ - T will erase them. So why, asks R’

Zalman Sorotzkin z£”’l (Oznayim L’Torah), regarding Amalek is the task incumbent upon us?
Both questions can be explained with the following idea. Amalek wasn’t a one-time attack. Amalek symbolizes "7 971"; that
ever-present attack on Klal Yisroel’s spirituality. He’s the archetype villain, y7n ¥, as the posuk clearly states in

¥ Yisro, "v1 979 nonbi. He plans his attacks by studying each person’s weaknesses and accordingly strategizes his battles,

cunningly attempting to vanquish each Yid, one by one. Thus, the Torah uses singular form, so that each 7 be forewarned

&'| and prepared to eradicate him. The 5210 <7 on the other hand wasn’t a P battle, and as such, Hashem Himself did the deed.

The parsha closes with the words "nown 85", do not forget. Maybe al pi drush we can say a machshava. Earlier, the Torah

3 teaches the halacha of nnow. If one forgets a bundle of produce in the field, it must be left for the poor. Rashi says, »inN>v”
;«% "NNOY IR PO NNOW (V™ 71D9). Only the stalks that you already passed have the din of nnow and not those you did not yet

reach. Perhaps we can say that this teaches how to fight the milchemes hayetzer, AKA Amalek. Don’t forget! But some things

’“ﬁ should be forgotten. "nNow »INNOY" - namely the aveiros that you have committed and already did teshuva for. Don’t let him

remind you how “bad” you once were. "nnow wx »mabwy'. Only for the future you must stand vigilant, lest you forget and

) stumble. Amalek will attempt to break you by saying, “Just who do you think you are? You have committed so many hideous

aveiros!” Do not listen. Just look forward, not back, and focus on becoming the best you can be. May we be zoche to utilize

”“rt, this Elul to come closer to Hashem and witness the death of Amalek when iy”H all will declare "xINn 92 9y o0 'n v’
w’c, R/~ M) mER’~) contact details. Mr. Gold precisely described enough details

(8-22) .. TINS DawR awn omy Aebyrm of the jewelry to confirm his ownership. Delighted to help,

y Ywn: While vacationing in Florida, Mr. and Mrs. Berger the Bergers arranged for a relative traveling to England to

made a long drive to a distant restaurant to satisfy a sudden hand-deliver the treasure.

| smoothie craving. Upon stepping out of the car, Mrs. Berger

spotted a sparkling, custom-made piece of jewelry lying on

(t the pavement outside. Recognizing its substantial worth, later

estimated by a jeweler to exceed ten thousand dollars, her

'| immediate concern was the owner’s inevitable anguish. She

chose honesty, so she left her phone number with the

| restaurant manager in case anyone inquired.

The Bergers eventually returned to New York. Sure

3 | enough they soon received an international call from a Mr.
| Gold in England. Having desperately retraced his steps to the

Florida restaurant with his wife, he obtained the Bergers’

Moved by this exceptional integrity and the profound
Kiddush Hashem created, Mr. Gold asked if he could support
a tzedakah in their merit. Mrs. Berger suggested a family she
knew struggling with wedding expenses for their daughter
(hachnasas kallah). Mr. Gold made a generous donation and
shared the inspiring tale with friends. Inspired, they too
eagerly contributed, fully covering the wedding expenses.
Yona: The mitzvah of hashavas aveida can accomplish much
more than just reuniting an item with its owner. It sends a
reverberating message about the beauty of a Torah Jew and
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the mitzvos which hallmark his life.
DN

Rashi explains that the reason we may not reject an Egyptian convert is because we must have hakaras hatov for them

o _ | having provided us a home in the days of yore. And although they took the opportunity to enslave us while we were there, still,
"] at the end of the day, they allowed us to live on their land, and for that alone, some measure of gratitude is warranted.

A bochur once went to learn in the famed Yeshivah in Radin, and, upon his arrival in the Yeshivah, made his way to the

Even though Hashem promised that the time would soon
come when the Jewish Nation would return to the land of
their heritage, Yeshaya HaNavi still famously equated the
holy city of Yerushalayim to a barren woman devoid of
children. From Hashem’s promise one would think that the
Jewish people were on the mend and there was hope for their
future. Therefore, why would they be likened to someone
who has no future?

R’ Tzadok HaKohen zt”’I (Pri Tzadik) explains that
Hashem takes pride in every Jew’s accomplishments -
whether it is large or small. In Hashem’s eyes, an unlearned
shopkeeper can achieve the same level of greatness that a
highly learned talmid chacham can, if his intentions are right

Yeshaya HaNavi’s comparison of the Jewish nation to a
barren woman seems as though it is denigrating the Jewish
people, however, in reality it was a new kind of hope to the
nation. Hashem understood the nation’s spiritual status, yet
He still embraced them and promised to return them to their
homes. One must never forget that Hashem always sees the
full picture and takes every aspect of life into account. Just
because someone appears low and unimportant, it doesn’t
mean that he is, and vice versa.

In exile, Hashem saw that even in their low state, his children
were taking “baby steps” toward bettering themselves, and
not only did He accept their teshuva, He even took pride in
them and promised to bring them back to Eretz Yisroel.

”“"C, bochur his name, and then inquired as to whether or not he had for himself an achsanya, a place to live in while he learned in

the Yeshivah. The boy answered that he hadn’t. When he heard this, the Chofetz Chaim immediately got up, and, despite his

3 ;‘”m} advanced age, troubled himself to go out and arrange for him a proper achsanya, and didn’t rest until everything the bochur

needed was taken care of. The astonished talmidim of the Yeshivah didn’t have the temerity to ask the Chofetz Chaim anything

] about it, but the rzaddik himself later explained his unusual involvement with the welfare of this bochur. It so happened that

many years beforehand, during his many travels, he himself had been a guest in this boy’s grandfather’s home in Vilna.

’“ﬁ@’v‘ Therefore, since we find in the Torah that there is an obligation to show gratitude not only to those who benefited us, but to all
% | their descendants as well, as evidenced by the Torah’s command to show gratitude to all Egyptians for all eternity for the fact
that their forebears hosted us, the Chofetz Chaim felt himself similarly obligated to pay back his debt of gratitude to his
,“ "‘,\,{ benefactor’s descendant, and therefore took it upon himself to assist the bochur in any way possible!

As we approach Rosh Hashanah and the yemei hadin, the first thought that should enter our minds is: Hashem has given me

% %] a whole year of life - did I truly and wholeheartedly thank him, even once?! Only once we recognize the Aibeshter’s good to us

can we approach the new year and hope to survive.




